English 274:  Mary Shelley in Context

Valperga: Or, the Life and Adventures of Castruccio, Prince of Lucca (1823)

Warring factions in Medieval Italy 

Ghibeline (Bianchi) - royalists – based in Lucca, Pisa, Milan

Guelp (Neri) – republicans
– based in Florence

Major Characters

Madonna Dianora



Castruccio’s mother

Ruggieri Antelminelli


Castruccio’s father

Castruccio Castracani dei Antelminelli
Prince of Lucca

Antonio dei Adimari


Euthenasia’s father; Florentine Guelph

Euthenasia




Countess of Valperga

Francis Guinigi 



Castruccio’s first guardian; retired military hero

Arigo Guinigi



His son, and later friend to Castruccio

Ethelbert Atawel



Castruccio’s friend & guide to England



Alderigo




Castruccio’s relative in England

Edward II; Piers Gaveston 


English King and his lover (Castruccio’s friends)

Alberto Scoto



Castruccio’s first military commander

Tadeo della Ventura


Ghibeline friend of Pepi

Benedetto Pepi 



Benedetto the Rich, of Cremona





Galeazzo Visconti



Ghibeline noble from Milan

Guido della Torre



Ghibeline noble

Galeotto Obizzi



Guelph noble

Uguccione della Faggiuola


Tyrant of Pisa (neighboring town of Lucca)

Ranieri Faggiuola



His son; enemy of Castruccio

Wilhelmina of Bohemia


Religious cult heroine (heretic)

Magfreda 




Wilhelmina’s follower, imprisoned as a heretic

Beatrice




Daughter of Wilhelmina; prophetess lover of Castruccio

Bishop Marsilio



Bishop of Ferarra; guardian of Beatrice

Madonna Marchesana


Marsilio’s sister; also guardian of Beatrice

Bindo the Albinois



Dwarf, servant to Euthenasia

Fior di Mandragola



A witch who lives in the Appenines

Battista Tripalda



A Ghibeline; evildoer and traitor

Vanni Mordecastelli



Castruccio’s right-hand man in Lucca

