ENGLISH 274: MARY SHELLEY IN CONTEXT

Guide to Using the Appendices to Frankenstein; or The Modern Prometheus:

Appendix A I iv: William Godwin, An Enquiry Concerning Political Justice (1793)

· Does Shelley seem to agree with her father that “man is a social animal”? Where do we see evidence for or against this in Frankenstein? 

· What are the benefits, responsibilities, and/or dangers of social connections?  

· In general, how is political justice upheld or transgressed in Frankenstein?

Appendix A II ii:  Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1729)

· Wollstonecraft argues that misery rises from the negligence of parents: How does Frankenstein’s parental treatment of his Creature decide his fate?

· What does Victor owe the Creature? What does the Creature think he owes him?  

· Given the feminist lessons of her mother, what do you make of Shelley’s portrayals of women in Frankenstein?  

Appendix B II  iv, v, vi: Humphry Davy, Discourses, Introductory to A Course of 

Lectures on Chemistry (1802):
· What is Shelley’s attitude toward modern science in Frankenstein? 

· Does Victor abuse science, or is he a victim of progress?

· Do we read the Creature as a believable phenomenon or a figment of “man’s” imagination and lust for power over nature (as described by Davy)?

Appendix C I i.  Volney, The Ruins; or Meditation on the Revolutions of Empires (1791)

· Here and in the footnote, Volney compares despotism at home to despotism in the state: are private and public affairs linked in Frankenstein? If so, how?

· What are the ruins in Frankenstein? What is left standing – and why?

Appendix C II. i. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, The Sorrows of Young Werther
· Goethe’s sentimental novel about a young man who kills himself for love makes a case for the heroism of suicide. Is the Creature’s suicide, or “sacrifice,” at the end of the novel a heroic act? An act of justice? A tragedy?

· As he relates his narrative, Victor asks “Why did I live?” Why should he live? Why should he die when he does?

· Whose “sorrows” do we sympathize with, Frankenstein’s or his Creature’s? 

Appendix C 4 I, ii: John Milton, Paradise Lost: 

· In Paradise Lost, Adam, newly created by God, wonders: “how came I thus?” How does his experience compare to the Creature’s?
· Did Frankenstein have a right to give life to the Creature? Does he have a right to destroy him?

Appendix F: Mary Shelley, Substantive Variants to the 1831 Frankenstein:

· How do the changes to the 1831 edition of Frankenstein (choose one or two) affect the larger narrative? 

· Can you describe the nature of the changes?

