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Visual Rhetoric and the Power of Persuasion


Alyssa J. O'Brien, Ph.D.




Stanford University, Winter 2003

Week One: Visual Rhetoric Focus - Political Cartoons



W Jan 8
Introduction: What is PWR?  What is Visual Rhetoric?
Fr Jan 10
Class topic: Images, Words, and Words & Images; 

More on political cartoons

Reading: “Current Issues” handout on visual rhetoric;

read through Course Syllabus, bring in any questions.
Writing: 1) Complete student info/goals sheet 2) Post an introduction on Panfora 3) Create a Course Binder cover to bring in and show to the class 4) optional: Post visrhet under “cool Student Selections” thread.  
Week Two: Visual Rhetoric Focus - Magazine Covers





M Jan 13  
Class topic: Thinking about audience and purpose; performing a rhetorical analysis; working more with the rhetorical appeals of pathos, logos, and ethos

Reading: “Convergences” handout on visual rhetoric; 


Writing: Choose a visual text for the Rhetorical Analysis; Bring in a hardcopy or post an ecopy on Panfora.  
W Jan 15
Class topic: Titles on papers; captions on Images; Workshop on framing: examining journals online 

Reading:  Easywriter ch 1, Craft of Research pp. 212-215 

Writing: Rhetorical Analysis draft due (on Panfora) 
R Jan 16
“How I Write” – Professor Andrea Lunsford (PWR) in the Stanford Writing Center (460-020, 7pm)

Fr Jan 17
Class topic: Re-seeing as revision (not peer editing); peer review in class; discussion of approaches to writing 

Writing: Peer review forms due 

Reading: Craft of Research pp. 232-233; Easywriter ch 37

Week Three: Visual Rhetoric Focus - The Photo 




M Jan 20
No Class:  MLK Day

W Jan 22 
Class topic: Photos and “Year in Review” online
Writing: Rhetorical Analysis revision (on Panfora, upload to Assignment Tool; hard copy in folder)


Reading: Nora Ephron, “Boston Photographs” and “Women in the Military” (from Bedford handout); Explore “Year in Review” online via courselink
Fr Jan 24
Class topic: Persona and persuasion; voice and context: Multiple Sides for Feature Article


Reading: “The Signs of Advertising” handout 
Writing: Post on Panfora 2-3 images (photos, cartoons, collages, ads, altered texts) for analysis in class
S Jan 26
Superbowl – Watch the Ads! Read about the “Battle of the Superbowl Commercials” at http://www.superbowl-ads.com/
Week Four: Visual Rhetoric Focus - Advertisements




M Jan 27 
Class topic: Discuss Super bowl commercials,

and Multiple Sides Introductions
Reading: “The Signs of Advertising” handout continued; and Craft of Research pp. 31-34

Writing: Post Intro’s for Article/Multiple Sides on Panfora; Peer Review Intro’s in class 
Tu Jan 28
“How I Write” – Professor John Bravman, Vice Provost of Undergraduate Education and Materials Science and Engineering in the Stanford Writing Center (460-020, 7pm)

W Jan 29
Class topic: Peer Review of Multiple Sides 


Reading:  Easywriter, ch 16-19
Writing: Full draft of Feature Article/Multiple Sides (Post on Panfora) Peer Review in class
Fr Jan 31
Class topic: Presentation of FAMS Projects
Reading: Multiple Sides projects on Panfora 
Writing: Final draft of Feature Article/Multiple Sides (Post on Panfora); Present to the class for assessment; Response

Week Five: Visual Rhetoric Focus - Web Sites and Space
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M Feb 3     Class topic: Choosing a research topic; arguments of professional websites; intro to the research proposal as a professional genre
Reading: Craft of Research Preface + Part 1 
(pp. ix-27); Easywriter, pp. 140-141; Envision 
Writing: Optional revision of FAMS for re- assessment: (Post on Panfora; hand in hard copy to me in a folder and upload on Assignment Tool) 
W Feb 5     Class topic: the Visual Rhetoric of Space, virtual and real (websites and library halls)

Reading: Complete virtual tour of Green http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/green/greentourphoto.html.  Reading: Craft of Research ch 4 

Writing: Research Proposal due; also complete and post Library Topic Form on Panfora; Present topic to class with visual image on Webster (post image to Panfora as part of proposal); VRA votes! 
Fr Feb 7
Library tour: please meet at the east entrance of Green (by Moonbeams) 5 minutes before the beginning of class.

Reading: Craft of Research ch 6 (to p. 84), EasyWriter ch 34, 36

Writing: Peer review letters for Proposals

Week Six: Visual Rhetoric Focus – Charts, Graphs, and Visual Evidence
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M Feb 10
Class topic: e-rhetoric: evaluating texts (websites, authorities, sources); using the on-line catalogue and databases; thinking about primary & secondary sources, conducting surveys

Reading:  Craft of Research ch 12 (175-200) EasyWriter ch 35

Writing:  Panfora Installment for Research Log/Visual Autobiography + response
W Feb 12   Class topic: Visual metaphors for Authorship (creative brainstorming session); Workshop on using graphics

Reading:  Craft of Research Part IV Prologue, ch 11 (149-74); EasyWriter ch 37

Writing:  TBA (oh, just keep working…)
Fr Feb 14
Class topic: Ethics of Images as Arguments; Workshop on Integrating Sources: using research effectively; avoiding plagiarism

Reading: EasyWriter ch 38, Craft of Research 255-258; Handout “Doris Sterns Godwin”
Writing: Draft Works Cited list (post on Panfora)
Week Seven: Visual Rhetoric Focus – The Photo Essay
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M Feb 17
No Class:  Prez Day
W Feb 19
Class topic: Images as Narrative of Research: the Virtual Essay; Student Presentations on Plasma Screens 
Reading: EasyWriter ch 2

Writing: Visual Annotated Bibliography 

Fr Feb 21
Class Topic: Introducing… 
Reading: Boothe Prize Essays online; Craft of Research ch 15, Easywriter ch 28, 29
Writing: Outlines + first paragraph due

Week Eight: Visual Rhetoric Focus –Interviews and Visual Journalism
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M Feb 24
Class topic: Interviewing; Working with sources; Contributing to a Dialogue


Reading: Interviews, Visual Journalism and Essay Models, TBA (handouts)
Writing: Partial Research draft (post on Panfora)
W Feb 26
Class topic: “How I Write” Discussion on work in progress
Reading: Craft of Research ch 13; Models, TBA (handouts)

Writing: Full Draft (post on Panfora)

W February 26
“How I Write” – Dean of Religious Life Scotty McLennan in the Stanford Writing Center (460-020, 7pm)

Fr Feb 28
Class topic: The rhetorical effectiveness of a multimedia presentation

Reading: EasyWriter ch 3, Craft of Research ch 14

Writing: Peer review forms
Week Nine: Visual Rhetoric Focus -- Multimedia Presentations
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M March 3
Class topic:  Planning presentations, visual and oral; Fulfillment of Research

Reading: “Oral Presentations” (handout)


Writing: Final research paper due (post on Panfora, submit in a folder with your research log/Visual Autobiography, and upload to the Assignment Tool) 
W March 5
Class topic: Presentations (trailers)

Reading: Panfora papers online


Writing: Presentation + Documentation (Field Research, Script, Visuals): Post on Panfora and Upload to Assignment Tool on the day of your presentation
Fr March 7
Class topic: Presentations (trailers)

Reading: Panfora papers online


Writing: Presentation + Documentation (Field Research, Script, Visuals): Post on Panfora and Upload to Assignment Tool on the day of your presentation 

Week Ten: Visual Rhetoric Focus – Credits and Celebration!


 



 

M March 10
Class topic: Presentations (trailers)


Reading: Panfora papers online


Writing: Presentation + Documentation (Field Research, Script, Visuals): Post on Panfora and Upload to Assignment Tool on the day of your presentation
W March 12
Class topic:  Giving credit where it’s due

Reading: “Acknowledgements”


Writing: Presentation assessments; VRA votes for best presentation 

Course Feedback and De-Briefing

Fr March 14
Class topic:  Celebration!


Reading: Review your Course Binder

Writing: Portfolios due with Final reflection letter and any last revisions; Back Cover display 
Reminder: List of Key Dates
	Rhetorical Analysis 
	

	    Draft
	1/15/03

	   Peer Review
	1/17/03

	  Revision
	1/22/03

	Feature Article/Multiple Sides Project
	

	  Introductory Frame + Images
	1/27/03

	  Full Draft +Peer Review
	1/29/03

	  Final Draft
	1/31/03

	 Optional Second Revision
	2/3/03

	Research-Based Argument
	

	  Proposal + Library Topic Form
	2/5/03

	  Peer Review responses to colleagues
	2/7/03

	  Draft Works Cited List
	2/14/03

	  Visual Annotated Bibliography
	2/19/03

	  Partial Draft
	2/24/03

	  Full Draft
	2/26/03

	  Peer Review
	2/28/03

	  Final Draft
	3/3/03

	Oral/Multimedia Presentation
	

	  Presentation + Documentation
	3/5-3/10/03

	  Presentation Assessments
	3/12/03

	Final Portfolio in Course Binder
	

	   Cover Letter + Optional Last Revisions
	3/14/03


Conferences with me about your writing: 
	Conference 
	Window

	Conference 1 
	Week 2-3

	Conference 2
	Week 6-7

	Conference 3
	Week 8-9


