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Emeriti: (Professors) Bernard Gicovate, Mary Pratt, Isabel Ma-
gaña Schevill, Sylvia Wynter; (Professor, Teaching) María-Paz 
Haro 

Chair: Roland Greene 
Director of Graduate Studies: Vincent Barletta 
Director of Undergraduate Studies: Héctor Hoyos 
Minors Coordinator: Marília Librandi Rocha 
Professors: Michael P. Predmore, Joan Ramon Resina, Jorge Ruf-

finelli, Yvonne Yarbro-Bejarano 
Associate Professor: Vincent Barletta 
Assistant Professors: Héctor M. Hoyos, Marília Librandi Rocha, 

Lisa Surwillo 
Courtesy Professors: John Felstiner, Roland Greene, Hans U. 

Gumbrecht, Ramón Saldívar 
Courtesy Associate Professors: James A. Fox, Paula Moya 
Visiting Professor: Xavier Antich Valero 
Visiting Lecturer: Ximena Briceño 
Writer in Residence: Bernardo Atxaga AKA José Irazu Garmendia 
Director of Iberian Studies Program: Joan Ramon Resina 
Spanish Language Program Coordinator: Alice Miano 
Portuguese Language Program Coordinator: Lyris Wiedemann 
Catalan Language Program Coordinator: Joan Molitoris 

 

Department Offices: Building 260, Room 214 
Mail Code: 94305-2014 
Phone: (650) 723-4977 
Email: ilac@stanford.edu 
Web Site: http://ilac.stanford.edu 

Courses offered by the Department of Iberian and Latin Ameri-
can Cultures, formerly the Department of Spanish and Portuguese, 
are listed under the subject code ILAC on the Stanford Bulletin’s 
ExploreCourses web site. For courses in Catalan, Portuguese, and 
Spanish language instruction with the subject codes CATLANG, 
PORTLANG and SPANLANG, see the “Language Center” section 
of this bulletin. 

The Department of Iberian and Latin American Cultures offers 
courses focused on the languages, literatures, and cultures of the 
Iberian Peninsula, Latin America, and Latina/o populations in the 
United States. To achieve its goal of training students as experts in 
the cultures of the Iberian Peninsula and Latin America, the de-
partment balances an emphasis on literary studies with philosophi-
cal, historical, and social approaches to cultural issues. 

The department‟s faculty is made up of scholars in fields as di-
verse as medieval and contemporary Catalan literature and culture, 
modern and contemporary Spanish literature and cinema, contem-
porary Latin American literature and cinema, Aljamiado and me-
dieval Spanish literature, early modern Portuguese literature, mod-
ern and contemporary Brazilian literature, and Chicana/o culture 
and literature. In general, the department‟s courses are characte-
rized by an intercultural and interdisciplinary focus that combines 
the study of literature with wide ranging intellectual concerns. 

The department nurtures cooperative relationships with other 
departments and programs at Stanford, thus facilitating intellectual 
inquiry in areas such as anthropology, philosophy, history, Medi-

terranean studies, medieval and Renaissance studies, European and 
Latin American politics, feminist studies, Chicana/o studies, and 
film studies. 

 The department is committed to three main educational goals: 
(1) to provide students with a contextualized knowledge of the 
literatures and cultures of the Iberian Peninsula from the medieval 
period to the present, of the Spanish and Portuguese speaking 
countries of Latin America, and of the Spanish-speaking communi-
ties of the United States; (2) to prepare undergraduates for ad-
vanced study in those areas and/or in a range of professional fields; 
and (3) to provide doctoral students with advanced training as 
research scholars and teachers in preparation for careers as univer-
sity professors or in related roles. 

In addition, the department regularly hosts visiting faculty, in-
cluding the Ginebre Serra visiting chair in Catalan Studies and the 
Eusko Ikaskuntza Visiting Professor in Basque Culture. 

Courses are open to all interested students. The department 
awards B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees in Iberian and Latin Ameri-
can Cultures to eligible candidates. 

Courses for Heritage Language Speakers—The Language Cen-
ter offers a series of second- and third-year courses designed for 
students who grew up in homes where Spanish is spoken and who 
wish to develop their existing linguistic strengths. See the “Lan-
guage Center” section of this bulletin for these courses. 

The department offers a bachelor of arts in Iberian and Latin 
American Cultures and minors in Spanish and Portuguese. 

The bachelor of arts in Iberian and Latin American Cultures is 
designed to acquaint students with the diversity of literary and 
cultural traditions from the Iberian Peninsula and Spanish- and 
Portuguese-speaking Latin America. Optional courses permit stu-
dents to develop a concentration in an area of interest, or to en-
hance their knowledge of the areas they come to know through the 
core courses. Students are normally expected to declare the major 
during the sophomore year, but it is possible to declare during the 
junior year as well. 

For information concerning the requirements for teaching cre-
dentials, see the “School of Education” section of this bulletin and 
the credentials administrator, School of Education. 

The major in Iberian and Latin American Cultures (ILAC) re-
quires 56 units of course work. Courses must be taken for a letter 
grade and a maximum of 20 units of course work from abroad may 
be applied towards the major. At the discretion of the Director of 
Undergraduate Studies, up to 10 units of course work from outside 
the department, clearly related to the study of literature and culture 
in the areas and traditions taught by the department, may be 
counted towards the degree. The core courses (requirements 1, 2, 3 
and 4 below) may not be taken abroad. Exceptional cases for any 
of these requirements must be referred to the Director of Under-
graduate Studies who, in consultation with the chair, makes a final 
decision. 

Students planning to declare the major must have completed 
the second-year sequence of Spanish language courses through 
SPANLANG 13, or equivalent. SPANLANG 101 is recommend-
ed. 

How to Declare a Major—Students interested in declaring an 
ILAC major should see the Director of Undergraduate Studies. 

Double Majors—The major in ILAC is designed to combine 
with a second major in another field and with study abroad. Stu-
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dents may not count the same courses to fulfill requirements in 
both majors. 

1. Two Writing in the Major (WIM) courses are required, and 
these are prerequisites for every subsequent course in the ma-
jor; concurrent enrollment is allowed. 
a. SPANLANG 102. Writing and composition (5 units) 
b. ILAC 120. Introduction to Literary and Scholarly Research 

(3 units) 
2. Core courses in literature. Students are required to take: 

a. ILAC 157. Introduction to Medieval and Early Modern 
Iberian Literatures 

b. ILAC 136. Introduction to Modern Iberian Literatures 
c. ILAC 161. Introduction to Modern Latin American Litera-

ture 
3. Core course in culture, history, and civilization. Choose at 

least one: 
a. ILAC 130. Cultural Perspectives in Iberia 
b. ILAC 131. Cultural Perspectives in Latin America 

4. A senior seminar, ILAC 278 or 278A. Topics vary. Two op-
tions are offered per year. 

5. Up to two courses of introductory language classes may be 
applied towards the major, such as CATLANG 1A and 2A or 
PORTLANG 1A and 2A. This is recommended but not re-
quired. 

6. Any additional 100- or 200-level ILAC literature courses 
above 100 to complete the required 56 units. One course above 
100 and one core course, or consent of the instructor, are pre-
requisites for 200-level courses. When choosing courses, stu-
dents are encouraged to consult the Director of Undergraduate 
Studies who makes recommendations about a course of study 
related to the student‟s academic interests. IHUM courses 
taught at least partially by a faculty member of the department 
may count towards these electives. 

ILAC majors with a grade point average (GPA) of 3.3 (B+) or 
better in major courses may apply to the honors program in Spring 
Quarter of the junior year. Students should submit an application 
for the honors program and a proposal outline and may enroll for 2 
units of ILAC 189B for the drafting or revision of the thesis pro-
posal and preliminary research. Honors students are encouraged to 
participate in the honors college coordinated by the Division of 
Literatures, Cultures, and Languages and offered at the end of the 
summer before the senior year. In Autumn Quarter of the senior 
year, students must enroll in DLCL 189, a 5-unit seminar that fo-
cuses on researching and writing the honors thesis. Students then 
enroll for 5 units of credit in ILAC 189A while composing the 
thesis during Winter Quarter. Each honors student must write a 
substantial honors essay under the direction of a faculty member 
who serves as adviser, and the completed thesis must be submitted 
by the end of Winter Quarter. Students who do not enroll in a 
189B course in the junior year may enroll in ILAC 189B in Spring 
Quarter of the senior year while revising the thesis, if approved by 
the thesis adviser. A total of 10-12 units are awarded for comple-
tion of honors course work, independent study, and the finished 
thesis. Students should consult their undergraduate advisers for 
additional information on the honors program. 
 

The minors in Spanish and Portuguese are for students who 
want to develop advanced linguistic competence in Spanish or 
Portuguese, or who wish to combine acquisition of linguistic com-
petence with the study of the literature, thought, culture, or lan-
guage systems of the Spanish- or Portuguese-speaking worlds. The 
minors in Spanish and Portuguese require 30 units of course work 
taken for a letter grade. Up to 5 units of course work outside the 
department may count towards the minor, with the approval of the 
minors coordinator, and up to 10 units of relevant course work 
taken abroad, may count toward these minors. Courses other than 

those listed as eligible may only count toward the minor with the 
approval of the minors coordinator or the Director of Undergra-
duate Studies. To declare either of these minors or for more infor-
mation, see the minors coordinator or the undergraduate student 
services office in the Division of Literatures, Cultures, and Lan-
guages. 

Requirements— 
1. SPANLANG 102. Writing and composition 
2. A 100- or 200-level course in Iberian literature 
3. A 100- or 200-level course in Latin American literature 
4. Any additional 100- or 200-level courses in literature and cul-

ture to complete 30 units. IHUM courses taught at least partial-
ly by a faculty member of the department count towards these 
electives. 

Requirements— 
1. PORTLANG 102. 
2. A 100- or 200-level course in Iberian literature with a Luso-

phone component 
3. A 100- or 200-level course in Latin American literature with a 

Lusophone component 
4. Any additional 100- or 200-level courses in literature and cul-

ture to complete 30 units. IHUM courses taught at least partial-
ly by a faculty member of the department, and with a Luso-
phone component, count towards these electives. 

The Division of Literatures, Cultures, and Languages offers 
two undergraduate minor programs: the minor in Literature and the 
minor in Modern Languages. These minors draw on literature and 
language courses offered in this and other literature departments. 
See the “Literatures, Cultures, and Languages” section of this bul-
letin for further details about these minors and their requirements. 
 

All majors are encouraged to study abroad. To transfer credits 
from non-Stanford programs abroad, consult the Student Services 
Center. Depending on course selections, up to 20 units of course 
work taken abroad may be applied toward the major in ILAC and 
10 units toward the minor in Spanish or Portuguese. Students plan-
ning to study abroad, or returning from study programs, are en-
couraged to consult with the Director of Undergraduate Studies to 
coordinate the course work from abroad with their degree program. 

The department and Bechtel International Center maintain in-
formation on study abroad programs. Stanford supports the options 
listed below and credits course work taken in academically sound 
programs. Students considering different options are encouraged to 
speak with the Chair of the department or the Director of Under-
graduate Studies. 

The Bing Overseas Studies Programs in Santiago, Chile and 
Madrid, Spain require one year of college-level Spanish (SPAN-
LANG 3). Course work is primarily in Spanish. Information and 
course offerings are listed in the “Overseas Studies” section of this 
bulletin or at http://osp.stanford.edu. Internships and research op-
portunities may be arranged for students staying for two quarters. 

For ILAC majors with an interest in Iberian Studies, the de-
partment recommends study in Barcelona through CASB, a Con-
sortium of U.S. universities of which Stanford is a participating 
member. This program combines courses at the program‟s center 
with open access to courses at three Barcelona Universities: Un-
iversitat Popeu Fabra, University of Barcelona, and Autonomous 
University of Barcelona. Visiting faculty from Brown, Chicago, 
Stanford and Northwestern complement the offerings of these 
three major universities. Admission is highly competitive. Other 
programs are also recognized by the department, and students are 
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encouraged to discuss their interests with the Chair or with the 
Director of Undergraduate Studies. 

The University maintains a relationship with the Universidade 
Estadual do Rio de Janeiro in Brazil at the graduate level. Students 
interested in study in Brazil should contact Marília LIbrandi Ro-
cha. Students interested in study in Portugal should contact Profes-
sor Vincent Barletta. 
 

University requirements for the M.A. and Ph.D. degrees are 
discussed in the “Graduate Degrees” section of this bulletin. 

The requirements for the coterminal M.A. are the same as those 
outlined below for the M.A. No course can count for both the B.A. 
and M.A. degrees. For University coterminal degree program rules 
and application forms, see 
http://registrar.stanford.edu/shared/publications.htm#Coterm. 
 

This terminal M.A. degree program is for students who do not 
intend to continue their studies through the Ph.D. degree. Students 
in this program may not apply concurrently for entrance to the 
Ph.D. program. Students must complete a minimum of 45 gradu-
ate-level units, 36 of which must have a grade point average 
(GPA) of 3.0 or above. 

The requirements for the M.A. are: 
1. One course in literary or cultural theory 
2. Two 200 or above courses in Latin American (including Bra-

zilian) or Latino/Chicano literature and culture 
3. Two 200 or above courses in Iberian Studies 
4. One 300-level course in Iberian Studies and one in Latin 

American (including Brazilian) 
5. Reading knowledge of Portuguese or Catalan for students con-

centrating in Spanish, or Spanish or Catalan for students con-
centrating in Portuguese. 
Independent study courses (ILAC 299, 399) and crosslisted 

courses originating outside the department may not be used to 
fulfill requirements except by consent of the Director of Graduate 
Studies. 

In addition, students may take approved courses in related 
fields such as classics, comparative literature, education, history of 
art, linguistics, modern thought, and philosophy. 
 

The requirements of the Ph.D. in ILAC are: 
1. 135 units of graduate-level course work with a grade point 

average (GPA) of 3.0 (B) or above. Units completed for the 
M.A. degree can be counted toward the Ph.D. 

2. One course on introduction to literary theory or philosophical 
issues, which may be fulfilled with various courses offered in 
the Department and the Division of Literatures, Cultures, and 
Languages. Students should discuss the options with the Direc-
tor of Graduate Studies or their adviser. 

3. Knowledge of Catalan, Portuguese and Spanish equivalent to 
one year of university study must be demonstrated before stu-
dents take the comprehensive examination. In addition, Ph.D. 
students must have superior proficiency in one of these lan-
guages upon admission to the program. 

4. The qualifying paper, the comprehensive examination, and the 
University oral examination, as described below. 

5. Teaching of five courses in the department. 
6. Completion of a dissertation. 

Independent study courses (ILAC 299, 399) and crosslisted 
courses originating outside the department may not be used to 

fulfill requirements except by consent of the Director of Graduate 
Studies in consultation with the student‟s graduate adviser. For 
residency and candidacy requirements, see the “Graduate Degrees” 
section of this bulletin. For further information, consult the de-
partment‟s Graduate Student Handbook. 

In preparation for teaching, Ph.D. candidates are required to 
take DLCL 201 in the first year. 

In consultation with the adviser, students choose one major 
field of study from the following: 

1. Medieval and Early Modern Iberian Literature and Culture 
2. Modern Iberian Literature and Culture 
3. Modern Latin American Literature and Culture (includes Bra-

zil) 
4. U.S. Latino/Chicano Literature and Culture. 

In addition, candidates choose two secondary areas of study 
outside the major field from any of the above. 

At least four courses must be taken in the major field of study. 
At least two courses must be taken in each secondary area.  

In addition to the department‟s course offerings, students may 
take relevant courses with the approval of their adviser in other 
departments and programs, such as courses in Comparative Litera-
ture, Feminist Studies, History, Humanities, Linguistics, or Mod-
ern Thought and Literature. It is also possible to complete a minor 
in another department with approval of the adviser. Not more than 
20 units may be taken outside the department. Prior to the quarter 
in which the comprehensive examination is taken, students are 
required to take at least one graduate seminar in the department 
every quarter. 

After the first year of study, the student‟s progress is evaluated 
by the faculty to determine whether continuation to the Ph.D. is 
recommended and whether there are particular areas where im-
provement is needed. For this evaluation, students submit a re-
search paper of approximately 20 pages, called the qualifying pa-
per, on October 1st of the second year. The requirements for this 
paper are outlined in the Graduate Student Handbook. 

If approval of the qualifying paper is granted, the student 
should file a formal application for candidacy no later than the end 
of the second year, as prescribed by the University. Course re-
quirements are usually completed by the third year of study. A 
written comprehensive examination on the major field and second-
ary areas is then taken. The examination is based on a list of read-
ings, selected in consultation with the adviser, which integrates 
major and secondary topics in both Iberian and Latin American or 
Latino/Chicano Studies. At this time, students hand in a long re-
search paper to be evaluated by the faculty. For further details, 
consult the Graduate Student Handbook. 

Following the comprehensive examination, students should 
find a topic requiring extensive original research and request that a 
member of the department serve as dissertation adviser. The stu-
dent must complete the Reading Committee form and request that 
the chair approve a committee to supervise the dissertation. The 
committee may advise extra preparation within or outside the de-
partment, and time should be allowed for such work. The Universi-
ty oral examination usually takes place one or two quarters after 
passing the comprehensive examination. The oral examination 
covers plans for the dissertation based on a prospectus approved by 
the committee (15 to 20 pages), and may be taken in English, 
Spanish, Portuguese, or Catalan, depending on the committee‟s 
composition. 

The dissertation must be submitted to the reading committee in 
substantially final form at least four weeks before the University 
deadline in the quarter during which the candidate expects to re-
ceive the Ph.D. degree. Ph.D. dissertations must be completed and 
approved within five years from the date of admission to candida-
cy. Candidates taking more than five years must apply for reins-
tatement of candidacy and may not expect continued financial 
support. 

The Department of Iberian and Latin American Cultures parti-
cipates in the Graduate Program in Humanities leading to a joint 
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Ph.D. degree in Iberian and Latin American Cultures and Humani-
ties. At this time, the option is available only to students already 
enrolled in the Graduate Program in Humanities. Although the 
Graduate Program in Humanities is not currently accepting new 
students, it continues to provide advising for students already 
enrolled as well as courses, open to all students. The University 
remains committed to a broad-based undergraduate education in 
the humanities, and a successor program is under discussion by the 
faculty of the Division of Literatures, Cultures, and Languages. 
For further information, please consult Gregory Freidin, the direc-
tor of the program; the list of courses and events may be found on 
the program web site: http://ish.stanford.edu/programs/graduate. 
 

For a minor in Spanish. the student must complete 25 units, 
with a grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or above, selected from 
courses numbered 200 or higher. 

Students in the Ph.D. program in ILAC who choose a minor in 
another department should consult with advisers in that depart-
ment. 
 

WIM indicates that the course satisfies the Writing in the Major 
requirements. 

Students interested in literary studies should also consult course 
listings in the departments of East Asian Languages and Cultures, 
Classics, Comparative Literature, English, French and Italian, 
German Studies, and Slavic Languages and Literatures, in the Pro-
gram in Modern Thought and Literature, and in the Division of 
Literatures, Cultures, and Languages. 

1. Stanford Introductory Seminars, freshman and sophomore 
preference (suffix of N or Q) 

2. Courses in Literature and Culture (100-399) 
a. Undergraduate Courses (100-199) 
b. Courses for Advanced Undergraduates and Graduates 

(200-299) 
 Iberian Literature (200-239) 
 Latin American Literature, including Brazil (240-279) 
 Latino/Chicano Literature (280-298) 
 Individual Work (299) 

3. Graduate Seminars (300-399) 
 Iberian Literature (300-339) 
 Latin American and Brazilian Literature (340-379) 
 Chicano Literature (380-398) 
 Individual Work (399) 
 Dissertation Research (802) 
Courses bearing the suffix „E‟ are taught in English and do not 

assume competence in another language. All other courses require 
some knowledge of Spanish or Portuguese, and may be given in 
those languages or bilingually. 
 

For course descriptions and additional offerings, see the listings 
in the Stanford Bulletin’s ExploreCourses web site 
(http://explorecourses.stanford.edu) or the Bing Overseas Studies 
web site (http://bosp.stanford.edu). Students should consult their 
department or program‟s student services office for applicability of 
Overseas Studies courses to a major or minor program. 

OSPMADRD 40. Introduction to Literary and Cultural Analysis in 
the Spanish World. 4-5 units, Santiago Tejerina-Canal, 
GER:DB:Hum 

OSPMADRD 63. Spanish Society Through the Eye of the Camera. 
3 units, Maria-Paz Haro, GER:DB:Hum 

OSPSANTG 14. Women Writers of Latin America in the 20th 
Century. 4-5 units, Sergio Missana, GER:DB:Hum, EC:Gender 

OSPSANTG 104X. Modernization and Culture in Latin America. 
5 units, Bernardo Subercaseaux, GER:DB:SocSci, 
EC:GlobalCom 

OSPMADRD 41. Dissidence and Continuity: Spanish Theater 
1907 to the Present. 4-5 units, Santiago Tejerina-Canal, 
GER:DB:Hum 

OSPMADRD 45. Women in Art: Case Study in the Madrid Mu-
seums. 4 units, Julia Doménech López, GER:DB:Hum, 
EC:Gender 

OSPSANTG 10 . Borges and Argentina. 4-5 units, Sergio Missana, 
GER:DB:Hum 

OSPSANTG 118X. Artistic Expression in Latin America. 5 units, 
César Albornoz, GER:DB:SocSci, EC:GlobalCom 

OSPMADRD 50. Flirting with Spanish Metafiction: Cervantes, 
Velázquez, Fuentes, Almodóvar. 4-5 units, Santiago Tejerina-
Canal 

OSPSANTG 14. Women Writers of Latin America in the 20th 
Century. 4-5 units, Sergio Missana, GER:DB:Hum, EC:Gender 

ILAC 114N. Lyric Poetry 
(F,Sem) Stanford Introductory Seminar. Preference to freshmen. 
For students with considerable competence in Spanish. Elements 
and expressive devices of lyric poetry: multidimensional language, 
denotation, connotation, image, metaphor, symbol, allegory, para-
dox, irony, meaning, idea, rhythm, and meter. Poets of Spain and 
Latin America of the late 19th and early 20th century including G. 
A. Bécquer, Rosalía de Castro, Rubén Darío, Miguel de Unamuno, 
Antonio Machado, García Lorca, Pablo Neruda, and Gabriela Mi-
stral. In English and Spanish. 

3-5 units, Aut (Predmore, M) 
 

ILAC 117N. Film, Nation, Latinidad 
(F,Sem) Stanford Introductory Seminar. Examination of films from 
Spain, Mexico, and Latina/o USA that expand, trouble, contest, 
parody, or otherwise interrogate notions of national identity. 
Filmmakers may include Lourdes Portillo, Alejandro González 
Iñárritu, John Sayles, Maria Novaro, Pedro Almodóvar, and Gre-
gory Nava. 

3-4 units, Spr (Yarbro-Bejarano, Y) 
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ILAC 120. Introduction to Literary and Scholarly Research 
Strategies and tactics for research and writing in the humanities; 
focus is on the Spanish-speaking world. How to write a research 
proposal; how to conduct research online and in the library; anno-
tated bibliographies; bibliographical essays; rhetorical strategies; 
and common logical fallacies. WIM 

3 units, Aut (Surwillo, L) 
 

ILAC 130. Cultural Perspectives in Iberia 
The historical dynamics, linguistic plurality, and social complexity 
of the Iberian world. Topics include: war and revolution; absolut-
ism and liberalism; republicanism; the crisis at the end of the cen-
tury: the year 98; the civil war; dictatorships, Franco, and Salazar; 
the revolution of cloves and the transition towards democracy; and 
open society and El manifiesto por la lengua común. GER:DB-
Hum 

3-5 units, Spr (Predmore, M) 
 

ILAC 131. Cultural Perspectives in the Luso-Hispanic Ameri-
cas 
Major theoretical debates about the construction of Latin American 
identities, from the 19th century to the present. Readings by writ-
ers, poets, philosophers, and historians, including Rodo, Retamar, 
O‟Gorman, Vasconcelos, Henríquez-Ureña, Ramos, Paz, Carpen-
tier, Lezama Lima, Borges, and Fuentes. GER:DB-Hum 

3-5 units, Win (Librandi Rocha, M) 
 

ILAC 136. Survey of Modern Iberian Literatures 
1800 to the present. Topics include: romanticism; realism and its 
variants; the turn of the century; modernism and the avant garde; 
the Civil War; and the second half of the 20th century. Authors 
may include Mariano José de Larra, Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer, 
Rosalía de Castro, Benito Pérez Galdós, Migues de Unamuno, Pío 
Baroja, Joan Maragall, Antonio Machado, Federico García Lorca, 
Salvador Espriu. GER:DB-Hum 

3-5 units, Aut (Resina, J) 
 

ILAC 137E. Viewing Modern Barcelona 
An introduction to the salient aspects of Barcelona‟s history, its 
role in Spain‟s modernization and democratization as well as its 
tensions with the state. Emphasis on the modern period, from the 
tearing down of the ancient walls and the city‟s expansion in the 
mid-nineteenth century to the Olympic and post-Olympic defini-
tion of public space. Attention will be given to city planning, the 
architecture of Gaudí, the art work of Picasso and Dalí, popular 
music and literature about the city. 

3-5 units, Aut (Resina, J) 
 

ILAC 148. Animals and Animality in Modern Latin American 
Literature 
The quest for a decisive criterion dividing the human and the ani-
mal, the function it serves in reality and in fantasy, and how this 
divide can be challenged or contested. Aanimals as they appear in 
the literary canon of Latin America in relation to modernity and 
modernization. Authors may include: Alegría, Quiroga, Ramos, 
Cortázar, Lispector, Borges, Vargas Llosa, Bataille, and Derrida. 

3-5 units, Aut (Briceno, X) 
 

ILAC 150. Pseudonyms, Plagiarism and Identity Theft in 
Modern Iberian Literature 
Cervantes‟ attribution of Don Quijote‟s authorship to Cide Hamete 
Benengeli demonstrates the aesthetic freedom made possible by 
considering a text‟s signature as a mask donned in the process of 
literary creation. Cervantes‟ legacy survives through a host of 
modern Iberian authors who have fractured the notion of a stable 
relationship between the proper name as it appears on a work and 
the identity of the artist. This process allows writers to work 
around censorship and other prohibitions in order to create an artis-
tic space, alter conceptions of identity and engage with the work of 
others in ways that may seem unethical 

3-5 units, Win (Viestenz, W) 
 

ILAC 157. Introduction to Medieval and Early Modern Ibe-
rian Literatures 
Topics may include: lyric and epic poetry; Jewish and Muslim 
literatures; the development of Castilian, Catalan, and Portuguese 
prose; the Valencian golden age; texts of the Renaissance and Ba-
roque; the literature of imperial expansion into Africa, Asia, and 
the Americas. GER:DB-Hum 

3-5 units, Win (Barletta, V) 
 

ILAC 158. New Latin American Short Stories and Films (1980-
2009) 
The short form in literature and film in Latin American countries 
with a focus on Mexico, Cuba, Argentina, Colombia, and Brazil 
from the 80s to the present. Authors include Bellatin, Portela, Vega 
Serova, Parra, and Paz Soldán. Filmmakers include Cuaron, 
Gruener, Furtado, Moya, and Novaro. 

3-5 units, Win (Ruffinelli, J) 
 

ILAC 161. Survey of Latin American Literature 
From independence to the present. Topics include romantic allego-
ries of the nation; modernism and postmodernism; avant garde 
poetry; regionalism versus cosmopolitanism; indigenous and indi-
genist literature; magical realism and the literature of the boom; 
Afro-Hispanic literature; and testimonial narrative. Authors: 
Bolívar, Bello, Gómez de Avellaneda, Isaacs, Sarmiento, Machado 
de Assis, Darío, Martí, Mistral, Vallejo, Huidobro, Borges, 
Cortázar, Neruda, Guillén,Rulfo, Ramos, Arguedas, García Már-
quez, Lispector, Menchú, and Bolaño. GER:DB-Hum 

3-5 units, Spr (Briceno, X) 
 

ILAC 169. The Hedgehog’s Awakening: Basque Culture’s 
Return 
Austrian linguist Hugo Schuchardt predicted that the Basque lan-
guage, Euskera, would vanish in the first half of the 20th century. 
But there was a Basque reawakening from 1960. Topics: reasons 
for this cultural reawakening, analysis of cultural aspects, from 
phenomena like bertsolaritza (oral improvisation) to literary, film, 
and art production by new Basque authors. 

3-5 units, Spr (Garmendia, J) 
 

ILAC 189A. Honors Research 
Senior honors students enroll for 5 units in Winter while writing 
the honors thesis, and may enroll in 189B for 2 units in Spring 
while revising the thesis. Prerequisite: DLCL 189. 

5 units, Win (Staff) 
 

ILAC 189B. Honors Research 
Open to juniors with consent of adviser while drafting honors pro-
posal. Open to senior honors students while revising honors thesis. 
Prerequisites for seniors: 189A, DLCL 189. 

2 units, Spr (Staff) 
 

ILAC 193. The Cinema of Pedro Almodovar 
The evolution of Spain‟s most recognizable director from margin-
al, transgressive amateur cinema to polished visual style. The deli-
berate blurring of frontiers between mass and high culture; his use 
of metafilmic allusions and attention to sexuality, extreme expe-
riences, and marginal characters. From his early work to recent 
award-winning films. Prerequisite: spoken Spanish. GER:DB-Hum 

3-5 units, Spr (Resina, J) 
 

ILAC 197. Brazilian Culture in a Comparative Latin Ameri-
can Perspective 
Brazilian modernization and cultural dynamism in the second half 
of the 20th century. Concrete poetry and its relation to the con-
struction of Brasilia, the bossa nova movement, and tropicalism. 
Comparative studies in the global art context. Authors include: 
Haroldo de Campos, Augusto de Campos, Decio Pignatari, Eugen 
Gomringer, Severo Sarduy, Octavio Paz, Ramón Xirau, Max 
Bense, and Charles Bernstein. Texts in English, Spanish, and Por-
tuguese. 

3-5 units, not given this year 
 

ILAC 199. Individual Work 
Open to students in the department, or by consent of instructor. 

1-12 units, Aut (Staff), Win (Staff), Spr (Staff), Sum (Staff) 
 

ILAC 231. War of Images: Photography in Catalonia During 
the Spanish Civil War 
War of Images: Photography in Catalonia During the Spanish Civil 
War The Spanish Civil War was the first war ever to be photo-
graphed in situ. The production and circulation of images was 
central to the internationalization of the conflict. This war marked 
the appearance of war photojournalism and the origin of a certain 
way of explicating history. Because of its strategic and cultural 
significance, Catalonia was a true visual laboratory. The course 
will examine the photographic work by Robert Capa, Gerda Taro, 
and Margaret Michaelis, as well as the work of Catalan photo-
graphers such as Agustí Centelles and Josep Maria Sagarra. 

3-5 units, Aut (Antich, X) 
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ILAC 240E. Borges and Philosophy 
Analysis of the Argentine author‟s literary renditions of philosoph-
ical ideas. Topics may include: time, free will, infinitude, author-
ship and self, nominalism vs. realism, empiricism vs. idealism, 
skepticism, peripheral modernities, postmodernism, and Eastern 
thought. Close reading of short stories, poems, and essays from 
Labyrinths paired with selections by authors such as Augustine, 
Berkeley, James, and Lao Tzu. The course will be conducted in 
English; Spanish originals will be available. Satisfies the capstone 
seminar requirement for the major in Philosophy and Literature. 
GER:DB-Hum 

3-5 units, Aut (Hoyos, H) 
 

ILAC 241. Fiction Workshop in Spanish 
Latin American and Iberian short stories approached through the 
theory and craft of this genre. Assignments are creative in nature 
and focus on the formal elements of fiction (e.g. character and plot 
development, point of view, creating a scene). Students will also 
write, workshop, and revise an original short story throughout the 
term. No previous experience with creative writing is required. 
Readings include works by Ayala, Bolaño, Borges, Cervantes, 
Clarín, Cortázar, García Márquez, Piglia, and others. Prerequisite: 
Spanish 102 or permission of instructor. 

3-5 units, Aut (Santana, C) 
 

ILAC 247E. Magical Realism and Globalization 
Is magical realism a genre, a style, a politics, or a label for elabo-
rate fiction from the Third World? Seminal works and their role in 
the 20th century. Topics include: postcolonial discourse, myth and 
truth, tradition versus modernity, and realism versus fantasy. No-
vels, plays, and short stories by García Márquez, Rushdie, and 
Morrison; films by Schlondorff and Begnigni; essays by Roh and 
Carpentier. GER:DB-Hum 

3-5 units, not given next year 
 

ILAC 250. Latin America at the End of the Cold War 
Systematic study of the cultural transformations in Latin America 
before and after the fall of the Berlin Wall. Comparisons between 
works that respond to the defining moments of the conflict (Neru-
da, Cardinal) and texts that reflect on its later, residual stage. Fic-
tion: Sin remedio by Antonio Caballero, Literatura nazi en Améri-
ca by Roberto Bolaño, and Pasado Perfecto by Leonardo Padura. 
Film: Hijos de la guerra fría by Gonzalo Justiniano. Theoretical 
readings by Jorge Castañeda, Michael Reid, and Jean Franco. 

3-5 units, Spr (Hoyos, H) 
 

ILAC 256. Drug Wars in Latin America: Policies & Politics 
through Literature and Film 
Representations of Latin American (and Chicano) Narcos and 
Druglords in film, telenovelas, corridos, essays and novels and 
how these representations affect governmental policies. Films: 
Tropical Snow by Ciro Durán; The Camarena Story by Brian Gib-
son; Escobar, The King of Cokaine by Steven Dupler; True Story 
of Killing Pablo by David Keane; Kingpin by David Mills; El rey 
by José Antonio Dorado; Sumas y restas by Víctor Gaviria; María 
llena eres de gracia by Joshua Marston. Books: La reina del sur by 
Pérez-Reverte; Killing Pablo by Bowden; Drugs, Thugs, and Di-
vas: Telenovelas and Narco-Dramas in Latin America by O. Hugo 
Benavides. 

3-5 units, Aut (Ruffinelli, J) 
 

ILAC 259. Military, Intelligentsia, Las Madres of Plaza de 
Mayo & Tlatelolco: Film & Politics 1968-2009 
An examination of how contemporary Latin American cinema (in 
documentaries and feature films) has focused on several historical 
“pockets” of the Continent: the Dirty War, the Falkland Islands 
war, the Tlatelolco Massacre, the Vladivideos and corruption in 
Peru, the Disappeared, as part of the historical reconstruction of 
the recent past. Films: La deuda interna, Rojo Amanecer, La histo-
ria oficial, Por esos ojos, La noche de los lápices, Mariposa Negra, 
Cautiva, Hijos/Figli and others. 

3-5 units, Spr (Ruffinelli, J) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ILAC 263. Visions of the Andes 
What visions and images of the Andes circulate in contemporary 
Latin American literature? How are they constructed? How is their 
value accrued? An exploration of the visual economy of the Andes 
in representative literary texts of the 20th century, vis-à-vis critical 
discourses about Andean culture. Topics: visual culture and identi-
ty, iconography and the word/image tension, nature vs. culture, 
debates on utopia, indigenismo, mestizaje, and hibridez. Authors 
may include: Pablo Neruda, Gabriela Mistral, Martín Chambi, José 
Carlos Mariátegui, César Vallejo, José María Arguedas, Mario 
Vargas Llosa, Raúl Salmón, Aurelio Arturo. Spanish proficiency 
required. 

3-5 units, Win (Briceno, X) 
 

ILAC 271. Brazilian Presence: Landscape, Life and Literature 
Brazil‟s literary representation of the it‟s diverse regional cultures 
and ecology through the works of Euclides da Cunha describing 
the Amazon in the early 1900s; the travels of anthropologist 
Claude Lévi-Strauss and his contact with Caduveo, Nhambiquara, 
Bororo and Tupi indigenous tribes; Mario de Andrade‟s novel, 
Macunaima and its ironical representation of Brazilian identity and 
miscegenation; Guimarães Rosa‟s short stories that show the im-
agery of the sertão and its people (the sertanejo culture); Milton 
Hatoum‟s novel, The Brothers, and its impressive portray of Ma-
naus city in the 20th Century as an unstable world seen through the 
lens of Lebanese immigrants. GER:EC-GlobalCom 

3-5 units, Aut (Librandi Rocha, M) 
 

ILAC 272E. Clarice Lispector: the Style of Ecstasy 
An exploration of the presence, both in the mystic and in the erotic 
sense, of the feeling of ecstasy in Clarice Lispector‟s texts (novels, 
short stories, chronicles). Ecstasy favors a non-conceptual ap-
proach to writing and reading and an effect of delight that can be 
only communicated by words that mimitizes music and visual arts. 
Theoreticians of ecstasy, eroticism and epiphany: G. Bataille, H. 
Cixous, Jean-Luc Nancy; Gumbrecht, Lyotard. Course taught Eng-
lish with readings in English and Portuguese. 

3-5 units, Spr (Librandi Rocha, M) 
 

ILAC 278. Senior Seminar: Nineteenth Century Iberia in 1868 
Social, political, and cultural aspects of 19th-century Iberia as seen 
through the frame of a single year, the Glorious Revolution of 
1868 that led to the abdication of the Bourbon monarch. Readings 
include primary and secondary texts, from newspapers to legal 
treatises to poetry and theater from all areas of the Iberian Peninsu-
la and overseas provinces. GER:DB-Hum 

3-5 units, Spr (Surwillo, L) 
 

ILAC 278A. Senior Seminar: Accursed Writers 
Exploration of the figure of the outcast in Colombian literature. 
After a succinct consideration of the term “maudit” in Rimbaud, 
we will focus on the life, poetry, and prose of José Asunción Silva 
(1865-1896) and Porfirio Barba-Jacob (1883-1942). We will then 
turn our attention to the fiction and autobiographical writing of 
Andrés Caicedo (1951-1977) and Fernando Vallejo (1942), who 
revisit outcast motifs while veering from the mainstream tradition 
epitomized by García Márquez. Topics: decadence, incest, homo-
sexuality, exile, addiction, and faith. 

3-5 units, Win (Hoyos, H) 
 

ILAC 280. Latina/o Literature 
Examination of a diverse set of literary texts by Latinas/os, bring-
ing history, politics, and cultural theory to bear in order to appre-
hend the significant intracultural differences amongst Latinas/os 
(most notably concerning im/migration). Gender and sexuality as 
critical lenses that reflect and refract themes such as identity, lan-
guage politics, transnationalism, political turmoil, socioeconomic 
status, and the notion of home/land and its loss, reinvention, and/or 
reclamation 

3-5 units, Aut (Yarbro-Bejarano, Y) 
 

ILAC 332. Race and Slavery in Nineteenth Century Spanish 
Empire 
An analysis of the literature written in Spain during the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries dealing with the empire post 1808. Authors 
discussed include Blanco White, Baroja, Avellaneda, and Rusiñol, 
among others 

3-5 units, Aut (Surwillo, L) 
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ILAC 218. Anticlericalism in the Iberian Novel of XIX 
The rapid social and cultural changes in which 19th-century novel-
ists wrote; the anti-clerical stance as marker of society‟s attempts 
to modernize. Why were monks and priests reviled by many Span-
ish novelists? How and why did they re-write Spanish history 
around these figures? What was the role of the church and reli-
gious men in modern society? Questions of individualism, proper-
ty, and labor in novels by major Iberian prose realists. In Spanish. 

3-5 units, Win (Surwillo, L) 
 

ILAC 222. The Problem of Two Spains: Literature and Society 
in 19th-Century Spain 
Representative literary figures including Larra, Espronceda, Zorril-
la, Rosalía de Castro, Bécquer, and Galdós. Modern lyric poetry 
and the modern realist novel against the background of Napoleonic 
invasions, the loss of overseas colonies, two Carlist civil wars, and 
frustrated attempts to establish the First Spanish Republic. 

3-5 units, Spr (Predmore, M) 
 

ILAC 225E. Theater, Society, and Politics in 20th-Century 
Spain 
Ramón del Valle-Inclán and Federico García Lorca. The avant 
garde nature of their major plays and their engagement with social 
and political issues of the times including feudalism, the emerging 
liberal state, women‟s protest, class struggle, and civil war. Sym-
bolism, expressionism, and realism. 

3-5 units, not given this year 
 

ILAC 299. Individual Work 
Open to department advanced undergraduates or graduate students 
by consent of professor. May be repeated for credit. 

1-12 units, Aut (Staff), Win (Staff), Spr (Staff), Sum (Staff) 
 

ILAC 323. Renaissance/Early Modern Seminar 
(Same as HUMNTIES 323) Focus is on how authors and readers 
from this period theorize various historical processes: the rise of 
European imperialism; religious conflicts and revolutions; new 
understandings of the self and the world; and the rise of the novel. 
Authors: Boccaccio, Machiavelli, Núñez Muley, Martorell, Rabe-
lais, Camões, Cervantes, Montaigne, and Shakespeare. 

3-5 units, Spr (Barletta, V) 
 

ILAC 326. Philosophies of Otherness: Aesthetics of Difference 
Two of theories most important contributions in the second half of 
the 20th century were the notions of otherness and difference. Both 
notions condense the deconstruction of the notions of totality and 
identity on which the Western philosophical tradition rested, with 
aesthetic, ethical, and political implications. An exploration of the 
impact of these theoretical reflections with reference to critical 
theory (Benjamin, Adorno) and the French philosophy of differ-
ence (Lévinas, Derrida, Cixous). Their aesthetic implications will 
be analyzed with the help of the Catalan visual culture from the 
same period. 

3-5 units, Aut (Antich, X) 
 

ILAC 330. Josep Pla: From Journalism to Literature 
In the 1920s and 30s journalism gave the tone to a “normalized” 
Catalan culture, whose distinctive traits were a cosmopolitan out-
look and a high degree of professionalism. It is in this context that 
the works of journalist Josep Pla grow from an underbrush of qual-
ity journalism that, long neglected, throws light on the social and 
political situation of the time and constitutes an unsurpassed civili-
zational referent for today‟s culture wars. Some of the journalists 
studied are Josep Pla, Eugeni d‟Ors, Eugeni Xammar, and Gaziel. 
Readings in Catalan will be available in Spanish, but students are 
responsible for ordering the texts in the preferred version. 

3-5 units, Win (Resina, J) 
 

ILAC 336. Early 20th-Century Peninsular Spanish Poetry 
Poetry in restoration Spain, 1871-1930, against the background of 
the democratic tradition of Spanish liberalism. Emphasis is on 
stylistic analysis and concepts such as the generation of 1898, 
modernism, Krausism, pure poetry, and symbolic systems. 

3-5 units, Win (Predmore, M) 
 
 
 

ILAC 337. Cultural and Political Change in the Basque Country 
Toward the middle of the 1970s Basque society reacted against the 
cultural and political poverty in which it had been immersed by the 
long Spanish postwar. An analysis of the work and influence on 
today‟s Basque social life of leading figures of the cultural rebirth, 
such as sculptor Jorge Oteiza, linguist Luis Mitxelena, poet Gabriel 
Aresti and the musicians of the group Ez dok amairu, specially 
Mikel Laboa. 

3-5 units, Spr (Garmendia, J) 
 

ILAC 340. The Crowded Solitude of Juan Rulfo: his Writing, 
his Photography, his Children, his Legacy 
A study of Mexican writer Juan Rulfo‟s literary work and photo-
graphy as well as the film adaptations of his work, his portrayal in 
documentaries authored by his son Juan Carlos Rulfo and his lite-
rary legacy among young writers who have “continue” his work, 
like Élmer Mendoza´s Cóbraselo Caro and Susana Pagano´s Y si 
yo fuera Susana San Juan? 

3-5 units, Win (Ruffinelli, J) 
 

ILAC 344. Theorizing the Novel after 1989 
Issues of literary historiography, canon formation, and cultural 
relevance through a detailed study of selected works, criticism, and 
theory from the last two decades. Topics may include: postnatio-
nalism, cultural synchronization, fiction as commodity, revisions 
of dictatorship, new media ecologies, anxiety of influence, mean-
ing-making communities, and relations to visual culture. Readings 
by Latin American authors: Bolaño, Vallejo, Eltit, Bellatin and 
Fuguet. Critical texts by Richard, Sarlo, Rancière, and Casanova. 

3-5 units, Aut (Hoyos, H) 
 

ILAC 370E. Machado de Assis: Mimesis, Memory, and Money 
Machinations 
Machado de Assis‟s paradoxes: the great author of the 19th cen-
tury and his oblique and peripheral perspective. The ruins and 
rebuilds of memory: Memórias Póstumas de Brás Cubas and Me-
morial de Aires; mimesis in Dom Casmurro; his short stories and 
Rio de Janeiro‟s 19th-century‟s sociability. The economy in his 
chronicles. Recent critical readings and editions. In English; read-
ings in English and Portuguese. 

3-5 units, Spr (Librandi Rocha, M) 
 

ILAC 374. Luso-Brazilian Practices of Representation in the 
16th, 17th, and 18

th
 Centuries 

Appropriations of the description of Luso-Brazilian literary pro-
duction of the 16th, 17

th
, and 18th centuries by Brazilian literary 

historiography through the exclusion of the baroque from the lite-
rary canon by Antonio Candido de Mello e Souza; and through the 
critique of such exclusion in O Seqüestro do Barroco: O caso 
Gregório de Matos by Haroldo de Campos. The institutional con-
ditionings, linguistic (rhetorical and theopolitical) and bibliograph-
ical codes of this literary production, presuming the long interna-
tional duration of the Iberian Catholic politics, in order to define 
and analyse the processes of verbal action and the norms of social 
regulation. 

3-5 units, Win (Hansen, J) 
 

ILAC 380E. Critical Concepts in Chicana/o Literature 
Interrogation of the critical discourses that have configured and 
reconfigured the canon of Chicana/o literature over the last thirty 
years. Close readings of primary texts, mainly narrative, within the 
development of Chicana/o literary and cultural criticism. Construc-
tion of narrative genealogies and foundational texts. Impact of the 
publication of late-19th or pre-movement novels and Chicana fe-
minist/lesbian/queer critiques. Consideration of alternative para-
digms such as positioning Chicana/o literature within a U.S. Lati-
na/o literary imaginary, and the shift of critical discourse in the 
field of visual art from a paradigm of resistance and affirmation to 
one of post-Chicano. 

3-5 units, Aut (Yarbro-Bejarano, Y) 
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ILAC 389E. Race, Gender and Sexuality in Cultural Represen-
tations 
Critical theory and cultural representations in a variety of media 
that address issues surrounding the representation of race, gender, 
sexuality and politics. How is desire racialized? How is racial dif-
ference produced through sex as a material practice and what is the 
function of sex in racial self-formation? How are questions of 
pleasure and desire and the structures of power reconciled? How 
do these texts reinforce or contest stereotypes and the ideal bodies 
of national identity? Is it desirable to envision a bridging of queer 
communities of color, or a transnational, transfronterizo or global 
network? 

3-5 units, Spr (Yarbro-Bejarano, Y) 
 

ILAC 399. Individual Work 
For Spanish and Portuguese department graduate students only. 
Prerequisite: consent of instructor. 

1-12 units, Aut (Staff), Win (Staff), Spr (Staff), Sum (Staff) 

This non-official pdf was extracted from the Stanford Bulletin 2009-10 in 
August 2009 and is not updated to reflect corrections or changes made 
during the academic year. 

The Bulletin in the form as it exists online at http://bulletin.stanford.edu is 
the governing document, and contains the then currently applicable poli-
cies and information. Latest information on courses of instruction and 
scheduled classes is available at http://explorecourses.stanford.edu. A non-
official pdf of the Bulletin is available for download at the Bulletin web 
site; this pdf is produced once in August and is not updated to reflect cor-
rections or changes made during the academic year. 


