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The Continuing
Studies Program

Dean and Associate Provost: Charles Junkerman

The Continuing StudiesProgram providesadult membersof thesur-
rounding communitieswiththeopportunity totakeclassesonapart-time
basisforintellectual enrichment, both personal and professional . Courses
areofferedinall four academic quarters, with over 300 courses planned
for the 2000-01 academic year.

Thefaculty are primarily drawn from the ranks of the University’s
distinguished professoriate. The program presents awide variety of
courses, with acentral concentration in such humanities disciplines as
art, literature, history, and music.

Tuition discounts are available to University employees and their
spouses/domestic partners, Stanford studentsand their spouses/domes-
ticpartners, Stanford Alumni Association members, teachers(K-12), and
those over age 65.

For a course catalogue, contact the Continuing Studies Program,
Building 590, Room 103, Stanford, CA 94305; phone (650) 725-2650;
fax (650) 725-4248; email continuingstudies@stanford.edu; or visitthe
website atfhttp://continuingstudies.stanford.edul.

The Continuing Studies Program also administers The Master of
Liberal ArtsProgram, Summer Session, and portionsof alumni education.

MASTER OF LIBERAL ARTS
PROGRAM

Assistant Dean and Lecturer in English: LindaPaulson

Participating Faculty: Marc Bertrand (Professor, French), Eavan Boland
(Professor, English), John Bravman (Professor, Material Sciencesand
Engineering), Wanda Corn, (Professor, Art and Art History), Gerry
Dorfman (Senior Fellow, Hoover Institute, and Political Science),
Martin Evans (Professor, English), Larry Friedlander (Professor,
English), Hester Gelber (Professor, Religious Studies), Tom Hare
(Professor, Asian Languages), Charles Junkerman (Dean, Continu-
ing Studies Program), Marsh McCall (Professor, Classics), Mark
Mancall (Professor, History), David Palumbo-Liu (Professor, Com-
parative Literature), LindaPaulson (English), Dennis Phillips (Pro-
fessor, Education, and Philosophy), John Rick (Professor, Anthropo-
logical Sciences), Paul Robinson (Professor, History), Steven
Zipperstein (Professor, History), Ernlé Y oung (Co-director, Center
for Biomedical Ethics)

ProgramDescription—TheMaster of Liberal Arts(MLA) Program
aimsto provide aflexible, interdisciplinary program for returning adult
studentswho seek abroad education intheliberal arts. The underlying
premiseof theMLA programisthat knowledgegained throughaninter-
disciplinary course of study leadsto intellectual independence and sat-
isfaction not always found in discipline-based programs of study. The
goalsof theMLA program areto devel op advanced critical thinking, to
foster intellectual range and flexibility, and to cultivate anindividual’s
ability tofind the connectionsamong different areas of human thought:
art, history, literature, music, philosophy, political science, science, and
theology.

The program is designed with part-time studentsin mind: seminars
meet in the evening, and students complete the degreein 4-5 years. Al
master’ sseminarsaretaught by membersof the Stanfordfaculty whoare
experienced inworking with studentsat thegraduatelevel. Classsizeis
limited to 20 students.

Degree Requirements—Candidatesfor the MLA degree must com-
plete a minimum of 36 units of course work. These units must include
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two 3-unit coreseminarsfor entering students, at least seven 3-unitMLA
seminars, and a 2-unit master’ sthesis. Theremainder of the 36-unit re-
quirement may befulfilled by additional MLA seminarsor by relevant
Continuing StudiesProgram courseofferings. Studentsmust alsofulfill
distribution requirementsby takingat | east 2 unitsof creditineachof the
following areas: humanities; social scienceor socia policy; and science,
engineering, or medicine.

MLA Seminar s—T o maintain minimum progresstoward thedegree,
studentsshould completeat | east two of therequired seven seminarsper
year. Eachyear, at |east nine seminarsare offered inthe ML A program.
Each MLA course requires a substantial seminar paper. Students are
encouraged to usethese papers asaway to investigate new fieldsof in-
terest, aswell asaway todevel op different perspectivesonissuesinwhich
they have an ongoing interest.

Core Seminars—T hefirst core seminar for entering students, whose
thematicfocusvariesfromyear toyear, preparesstudentstodointerdis-
ciplinary graduate work at Stanford. Students concentrate on writing a
critical argumentativegraduate paper, conducting library research, pre-
senting the results of their research, and productively participatingin a
collaborativeseminar. Thiscourseisrequired of entering studentsinthe
Autumn Quarter of their first year; occasionally, itisofferedin Summer
Quarter.

Thesecond coreseminar exploresthehistory of literary criticismfrom
classical timesto the present, while at the same time focusing on such
fundamental issuesasthe nature and formation of the canon, thevalidi-
ty of critical interpretation, and therelationship between literature, phi-
losophy, and history. Thiscourseisrequired of entering studentsinthe
Spring Quarter of their first year.

Master’ sThesis—TheMLA program culminatesinthemaster’ sthe-
sis. Studentsapproaching the end of the program write athesis, approx-
imately 50-75 pagesin length, that evolves out of work they have pur-
sued during their MLA studies. Thethesisisundertaken with the prior
approval of theMLA program, and under the supervision of a Stanford
faculty member. During the process of writing the thesis, students are
membersof awork-in-progressgroup, which meetsregularly toprovide
peer critiques, motivation, and advice. Each student presentsthe penul-
timate draft of the thesisto acolloquium of MLA faculty and students,
in preparation for revising and submitting the final draft to the adviser
andtotheMLA Program. Additional information can be obtained from
the Continuing StudiesProgram, Building 590, Room 103, Stanford, CA
94305; phone (650) 725-2650; fax (650) 725-4248.

COURSES

102. The Plague: An Introduction to Interdisciplinary Graduate
Study—Required coursefor incoming MLA students.
3 units, Aut (Paulson)

68. Biography and Biographersin Fiction, Memoir, and Elsewhere
3 units, Aut (Zipperstein)

69. Ethical Questionsand Controversiesin Select M edical Specialties
3 units, Aut (Young)

70. Complex Societies: The Archaeological Origins of Human Ine-
quality
3 units, Win (Rick)

71. Traditional ChinesePoetry and English Romantic Poetry: Read-
ing Landscapes
3 units, Win (Palumbo-Liu)

72.1855-1857: A Reading of Charles Dickens' Little Dorrit
3 units, Win (Paulson)

73. Medieval Japan
3units, Spor (Hare)
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74. Evolution and Philosophical thought in the Late 19th and 20th
Centuries
3 units, Spr (Phillips)

105. From Plato to Postmodernism: A History of Literary Criti-
cism—Required course for first-year MLA students.
3 units, Sor (Evans)

75. Chateau Culture of Renaissance France
3 units, Sum(Bertrand)

76. Comparative Political I ssues
3 units, Sum (Dorfman)

SUMMER SESSION

Assistant Dean and Director: to be announced
Director of Sudent Services: Carolyn Faszholz

Students attending Stanford Summer Session enroll in either the
Regular Degree Program or the Summer Visitor Program.

TheRegular DegreeProgramisfor studentswho arecandidatesfor a
Stanford degreeand who arecontinuing their academicwork inthe Sum-
mer Quarter. Degree-seeking Stanford studentsshouldindicateon Axess
(during Spring Quarter) their intention to register for the Summer Quar-
ter. Separate applicationisnot required.

The Summer Visitor Program isfor students who are not presently
candidatesfor aStanford degree. Itisopento persons 18 yearsor older,
and high school studentswho have completed at |east their junior year.
Highschool studentsmay only attendif admitted to Stanford’ s Summer
Session through the Summer Collegefor High School Studentsor Sum-
mer Discovery Institutes.

Studentsin the Summer Visitor Program enjoy all the privileges of
students in the Regular Degree Program except that work completed
cannot apply toward aStanford degreeor credential until thestudent has
been admitted to regular standing. Admission asasummer visitor does
not imply later admission to matriculated status. However, should the
visitor matriculate at alater date through normal admission procedures,

thesummer work may, inmost cases, beapplied towardtherequirements
for aStanford degree or credential.

Students who areinterested in Summer Session programs may call
(650) 723-3109; email summersession@stanford.edu; fax (650) 725-
6080; or writetothe Summer Session Office, Building 590, Ground Floor,
Stanford, CA 94305-3005. Request a copy of the Stanford University
catalogues, Summer Session or Summer College for High School Stu-
dents. Thesecataloguesincludeall the pertinent information (including
fees, housing, activities, course listings) and an application form. All
information listed in both cataloguesis al so posted on the World Wide

Web andisupdated each February. The Summer Sessionweb addressis
|http://summersessi on.stanford.edu
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