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Undergraduate Degrees
DEGREE PROGRAMS

BACHELOR OF ARTS (A.B.), BACHELOR OF
SCIENCE (B.S.)

Stanford University confersthedegree of Bachelor of Arts(A.B.) or
the degree of Bachelor of Science (B.S.) on those candidates who have
been recommended by the Committee on Academic Appraisal and
Achievement (C-AAA), who haveappliedinadvancefor conferral of the
degree, and who havefulfilled thefollowing requirements:

1. Aminimumof 180 unitsof allowableUniversity work. (Asdescribed
below, units above the allowable limits for activity courses and for
coursestaken on asatisfactory/no credit basis cannot be counted to-
wardsthe 180 minimum.)

2. TheWriting, General Education, and L anguage Requirements (see
below).

3. Curricular requirementsof at | east onemajor department or program
and the recommendation of the department(s). (Descriptionsof cur-
ricular and special degreerequirementsareincluded in each depart-
ment’ s section of thisbulletin.)

4. A minimum of 90 units(including thelast 15) at Stanford. In special
cases, students who have earned at |east 135 units in resident work
and who have completed the Writing, General Education, and Lan-
guage Requirements, aswell asall major requirements, may petition
for awaiver of thelast 15 units-in-residence requirement.

Stanford confersthe Bachel or of Science degree on candidateswho
fulfill these requirementsin the School of Earth Sciences, in the School
of Engineering, or in the departments of Applied Physics, Biological
Sciences, Chemistry, Mathematics, or Physicsinthe School of Human-
itiesand Sciences. TheUniversity alsoawardsB.S. degreesto candidates
inthe Program in Science, Technology, and Society; in the Programin
Mathematical and Computational Science; inthe Programin Symbolic
Systems; and, when appropriate, in the Program for Individually De-
signed M gjors. Candidateswhofulfill theserequirementsin other schools
or departments receive the Bachelor of Artsdegree.

Students who compl ete the requirements for two or more majors
which ordinarily would lead to the same degree (A.B. or B.S.) should
review “The Major” section of this bulletin to ensure that they have an
understanding of the requirementsfor multiple or secondary majors.

BACHELOR OF ARTS AND SCIENCE (B.A.S.)

The University confers the degree of Bachelor of Artsand Science
(B.A.S.) oncandidateswho havecompl eted, with no overlapping courses,
the curricular requirements of two majorswhich ordinarily would lead
to different bachelor’ sdegrees (that is, aBachelor of Artsdegreeand a
Bachelor of Science). These students must have applied in advance for
graduationwiththeB.A.S. degreeinstead of the A.B. or B.S. degree, been
recommended by the C-AAA, and havefulfilled requirements 1, 2, and
4 abovein addition to the requirementsfor multiple majors.

Studentswho cannot meet the requirementsfor both majorswithout
overlapping coursesarenot eligiblefor theB.A.S., but may apply tohave
asecondary major recorded on their transcripts. (See“ TheMajor” sec-
tion below.)

DUAL BACHELOR’S DEGREES (CONCURRENT
A.B. ANDB.S.)
A Stanford undergraduate may work concurrently toward both an

A.B.andaB.S. degree. Toqualify for both degrees, astudent must com-
plete:

1. A minimum of 225 units of University work. (As described below,
unitsabovetheallowable limitsfor activity courses and for courses
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taken on asatisfactory/no credit basiscannot be counted towardsthe
225 minimum.)
2. TheWriting, General Education, and Language Requirements.
3. Thecurricular requirements of two majors (one of which leadsto a
Bachel or of Artsdegreeandtheother toaBachel or of Sciencedegree).
. A minimum of 135 units (including the last 15) at Stanford. In spe-
cial cases, asdescribed above, studentsmay petitionfor waiver of the
last 15 units-in-residence requirement.

A studentinterestedindual bachelors’ degreesshouldfileastatement
of intention with the Registrar’ s Office no later than two quartersin ad-
vanceof compl eting the program. Thestatement should be submitted on
astandard petition form along with recommendations of appropriate
representativesfromthetwo departmentswhosemaj or requirementsthe
student is expecting to fulfill.

Studentswho do not meet the higher unit and residencerequirements
of the dual degree option may be eligibleinstead for the B.A.S. degree
asdescribed above.

SECOND BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Stanford doesnot award asecond Bachel or of Artsdegreetoanindi-
vidual who already holdsaBachelor of Arts, nor aBachelor of Science
degreetoanindividual who already holdsaBachel or of Sciencedegree.
However, the holder of a Bachelor of Arts degree from Stanford may
apply tothe Subcommitteefor Exceptionsto AcademicPolicy for admis-
sion to candidacy for aBachelor of Science degree, and the holder of a
Bachelor of Science degreefrom Stanford may apply for candidacy for
aBachelor of Artsdegree. A recommendation of the major department
for the second bachel or’ s degree must accompany the application.

Generally, astudent may not apply for asecond bachel or’ sdegreeafter
having been agraduate student, although astudent may submit apetition
for exception. The Office of the Registrar’ s Academic Standing section
intheOldUnion, room 141, reviewsthesepetitions. A student approved
for this program may register as an undergraduate and i s subject to the
usual rulesand regulations affecting undergraduates. Requirementsfor
asecond Stanford bachel or’ sdegreearethesameasthosedescribed above
for dual bachelor’ sdegrees.

COTERMINAL BACHELOR’S AND MASTER’S
DEGREES

Thecoterminal degreeprogram allowsundergraduatesto study for a
master’ sdegreewhilecompletingtheir bachel or’ sdegree(s) inthesame
or adifferent department. Undergraduateswith strong academicrecords
may apply for admissiontoacoterminal master’ sprogramasearly asthe
eighth quarter (or upon completion of 105 units) but no |l ater than early
inthe 11th quarter of undergraduate study, and at least four quartersin
advanceof theanticipated dateof conferral of themaster’ sdegree. Units
completed during summer quarters, as well as undergraduate transfer
credit, areal so counted towardsquartersof undergraduatestudy . Students
whowishtoapply for amaster’ sprogramafter thesedeadlinesmust apply
through the regular graduate admi ssions process.

To apply for admission to a coterminal master’s program, students
must submit to the prospective graduate department the following: co-
terminal application, statement of purpose, preliminary program propos-
a, two letters of recommendation from Stanford professors, and a cur-
rent Stanfordtranscript. Graduate Record Examination (GRE) scoresor
other requirements may be specified by the prospective department.

For coterminal students, thequarter following completionof 180units
(or 225 unitsfor dual undergraduate degree students) isidentified asthe
first graduate quarter. Beginning with this quarter, coterminal students
are subject to graduate student policiesand procedures, asdescribedin
the“ Graduate Degrees’ section of thisbulletin. These policiesinclude
continuousregistrationor leaveof absencefor quartersnot enrolled (rath-
er than the stopping out procedure for undergraduates) and minimal
progress guidelines.

Inthefirst graduate quarter, a coterminal student is assigned an ad-
viser inthemaster’ sdepartment for assistancein planning aprogram of
study to meet the requirementsfor the master’ sdegree. The planisout-
lined onthe Program Proposal for aMaster’ sDegree, whichisapproved
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by the master’ sdepartment by the end of thefirst graduate quarter. Au-
thorizationsfor master’ sprogramsexpirethree calendar yearsfromthe
first graduatequarter. Anextension requiresreview of academic perfor-
mance by the department.

The specific University residency, unit requirement, and additional
policiesfor abachelor’ s/master’ sprogram aredescribed under Residency
and Unit Requirementsin Coterminal Programsin the “ Graduate De-
grees’ section of thisbulletin.

Conferral of each degreeisapplied for separately by the deadlines
given in the University Time Schedule. The master’ s degree must be
conferred simultaneously with, or after, the bachelor’ sdegree.
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