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PROGRAM IN JEWISH STUDIES
Program Director: Steven Zipperstein
Faculty Advisory Committee: Zachary Baker (Stanford University Li-

braries), Joel Beinin (History), Arnold Eisen (Religious Studies),
Amir Eshel (German Studies), John Felstiner (English), Charlotte
Fonrobert (Religious Studies), Mark Mancall (History), Norman
Naimark (History), Jack Rakove (History), Aron Rodrigue (History),
David Rosenhan (Law, Psychology), Gabriella Safran (Slavic Lan-
guages and Literatures), Peter Stansky (History), Amir Weiner (His-
tory), Steven Zipperstein (History)

The interdisciplinary Program in Jewish Studies investigates all as-
pects of Jewish life in history, literature, language, and culture from bib-
lical times to the present. Courses are offered on the undergraduate and
graduate levels in a program complemented by a full range of guest lec-
tures, conferences, and symposia. The program annually sponsors the
Donald and Robin Kennedy Undergraduate Award for the best under-
graduate essay on any theme in Jewish studies, and it coordinates the
annual Dorot Travel Grants for summer study in Israel.

Graduate students enroll in the program through the departments of
English, History, or Religious Studies and must meet the requirements
of those departments.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED MAJOR

The Individually Designed Major in Jewish Studies permits interested
students to focus their attention on the broad field of Jewish Studies and,
at the same time, to expand their knowledge of one or another related
fields.

Each major should complete at least 60 units, all in courses at or above
the 100 level (or their equivalent). A maximum of 15 of these 60 units
may be taken on a credit/no credit basis. A maximum of 5 of these 60 units
may be taken in individual study or directed reading. Students must
present evidence that demonstrates their ability to do independent work
and have at least three full quarters of undergraduate work remaining at
Stanford after the date on which the proposal is approved by the commit-
tee. Each major must obtain sponsorship from three faculty members, one
of whom is the student’s primary adviser, and from the Director of the
Program in Jewish Studies. Details about the written procedures and
documents necessary for application for an Individually Designed Ma-
jor can be obtained at the Undergraduate Advising Center, Sweet Hall,
first floor (650) 723-2426.

REQUIREMENTS
The faculty members in Jewish Studies have designed the following

structure for the major:
Category Units
History and Society: students must take one course in each of the

three periods—biblical and ancient, medieval and modern, and
contemporary 15

Religion: biblical, rabbinic, medieval, modern 15
Literature: Hebrew, Yiddish, Holocaust, American Jewish 10
Hebrew Language (second year or beyond):

Students who demonstrate by examination that they have completed
the equivalent of at least two years of university-level Modern
Hebrew may apply the 12 units required in this category to more
work in one or the other categories required by the major, with
the approval of their primary adviser. 12

Ancillary Courses: ancient history, Medieval history, modern
European history, history of philosophy, Islam, Christianity 8-10

Total number of units required ..................................................................60-62

Students planning an Individually Designed Major in Jewish Stud-
ies are also strongly urged to write an honors thesis. Students interested
in majoring in Jewish Studies should discuss this with their adviser(s)
when discussing the major itself. Up to 10 honors thesis units may be
included in the major.

No course proposed for the major may be counted as fulfilling more
than one required category in the proposed major. Transfer credits from

other universities must be approved by the appropriate Stanford author-
ities.

MINORS
The Jewish Studies minor is open to students in any department who

wish to enrich their studies through an acquisition of knowledge in Jew-
ish history, thought, religion, literature, and society. Students must com-
plete their declaration of the minor no later than the last day of the quar-
ter four quarters before degree conferral. For example, a student
graduating in June (Spring Quarter) must declare the minor no later than
the last day of Spring Quarter of the junior year.

Students must complete six courses for a maximum of 36 units toward
the minor. All courses of study should be discussed and approved by a
Jewish Studies faculty member in the departments of English, History,
or Religious Studies, and by the program director. In addition to suggested
introductory courses, students are also encouraged to take courses in
Hebrew language as part of their Jewish studies minor, and are granted
credit toward the minor for up to 5 units of language study. Any varia-
tions on the minor requirements must be approved in advance by the
Director of the Program in Jewish Studies.

Courses credited toward the minor must be distributed in the follow-
ing ways: (1) three introductory courses at the 100 level or below in the
fields of history, religious studies, literature, or Hebrew language (for a
maximum of 5 units) or one of the designated introductory-level cours-
es offered through the Program in Comparative Studies in Race and Eth-
nicity; (2) two courses at the 100 level or above from two of three areas
of concentration (history, religious studies, or literature); and (3) one
seminar or undergraduate colloquium at the 200 level or above in one area
of concentration (history, religious studies, or literature.) No course cred-
ited toward the Jewish Studies minor may be double counted toward
major requirements.

HONORS PROGRAM
The Jewish Studies honors program fosters a sustained examination

of the field of Jewish studies for students majoring in any discipline, and
it extends its concerns across broad interdisciplinary terrain, with impli-
cations beyond the humanities in areas such as psychology, law, busi-
ness, international relations, medicine, etc. Students may apply for en-
try, at the latest, by the Autumn Quarter of their junior year, and must have
a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of ‘B’ or higher.

Each student is required to take a lower-division 5-unit “Jewish
Civilization” survey (History 88/Religious Studies 29) co-taught by a
cross-section of the faculty in Jewish Studies from the departments of
English, History, and Religious Studies, with the cooperation of faculty
in American Studies, Feminist Studies, and Slavic Languages and Lit-
eratures. This course is designed to provide honors students and others
with a broad grasp of the variety and conflicting approaches to Jewish
studies. Students may substitute another course with the approval of the
program. In addition, students are required to take two 5-unit courses
chosen from offerings in English, History, or Religious Studies. Students
are urged to take at least one course in Jewish history from the survey
offered in the Department of History (188A,B,C). Jewish studies hon-
ors students are required to write an honors thesis during Autumn and
Winter quarters of the senior year. Honors seminar supervision is pro-
vided by relevant faculty in Jewish Studies. Thesis proposals are submit-
ted to the Faculty Advisory Committee at least one year prior to the in-
tended date of graduation.

COURSES
ENGLISH
164B. Imagining the Holocaust

5 units, Spr (Felstiner)

FEMINIST STUDIES
139. Rereading Judaism in Light of Feminism

4-5 units, Spr (Karlin-Neumann)
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GERMAN STUDIES
102A. German Words/Jewish Voices

3-5 units, Win (Eshel)

HISTORY
85Q. Stanford Introductory Seminar: Jews and Muslims

5 units, Win (Rodrigue)

188C. Jews in the Modern World
5 units, Aut (Zipperstein)

207/307. Undergraduate/Graduate Colloquium: Jews, Christians,
and Muslims—Medieval Spain

5 units, Spr (Miller)

209B/309B. Undergraduate/Graduate Colloquium: Crusaders, Pil-
grimages, and Voyages of Discovery—The Expansion of Medieval
Europe

4-5 units, Win (Miller)

226/326. Undergraduate/Graduate Colloquium: Modernity, Revo-
lution, and Totalitarianism

5 units, Win (Weiner)

285/385. Undergraduate/Graduate Colloquium: Jewish Biography
in the 19th and 20th Centuries

5 units, Win (Zipperstein)

285B. Undergraduate Colloquium: The Bible (“Old Testament”)
5 units, Aut (Mancall)

287/387. Undergraduate/Graduate Colloquium: The Jews of Russia
5 units, Spr (Zipperstein)

288/388. Undergraduate/Graduate Colloquium: Palestine and the
Arab-Israeli Conflict

5 units, Aut (Beinin)

384A. Graduate Core Colloquium in Jewish History, 17th-19th
Centuries

4-5 units, Aut (Rodrigue)

485A. Graduate Research Seminar in Modern Jewish History
4-5 units, Win, Spr (Rodrigue)

LANGUAGE CENTER
128A,B,C. Beginning Hebrew

4 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Staff)

129A,B,C. Intermediate Hebrew
4 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Staff)

130A,B,C. Advanced/Conversational Hebrew
4 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Staff)

141A,B,C. Beginning Yiddish
4 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Szabo)

142A,B,C. Intermediate Yiddish
4 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Szabo)

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
4N. Stanford Introductory Seminar: The Creation of Woman—Eve,
Pandora, and their Interpreters

3 units, Win (Fonrobert)

80. Introduction to Rabbinic Culture
4 units, Win (Fonrobert)

121. Peoples of the Book: Prophesy and Martyrdom in Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam

5 units, Win (Gregg, Moosa)

134. The Hebrew Bible and Its Early Interpreters
5 units, Aut (Fonrobert)

161. Modern Jewish Thought: Political-Theological Engagements
5 units, Spr (Kaplan)

226. Orthodoxy and Heresy in Classical Judaism
4 units, Aut (Fonrobert)

240. Jews, Pagans, and Christians in Late Antiquity
4 units, Spr (Gregg)

270. Science and Religion: Biology and Judaism
4 units, Aut (Bergman, Eisen)

SLAVIC LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES
105A/205A. Russian Jewish Music

5 units, Spr (Zemtsovsky)

163. Beyond Fiddler on the Roof: The Jewish Experience in Eastern
Europe through Literature and Film

4 units, Aut (Safran)

COMPARATIVE STUDIES IN RACE AND
ETHNICITY, PROGRAM IN
204. Israel/Palestine: Literature, Politics, and Identity

5 units, Win (Alcalay)

The following course is designated for the Jewish Studies minor un-
der the Program in Comparative Study in Race and Ethnicity:

HISTORY
65. Introduction to Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity

5 units, Spr (Camarillo)


