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LINGUISTICS
Emeriti: (Professors) Clara N. Bush
Chair: Stanley Peters
Professors: Joan Bresnan, Eve V. Clark, Penelope Eckert, Shirley Brice

Heath (on leave), Martin Kay, Paul Kiparsky, William R. Leben (on
leave Autumn), Beth Levin, Stanley Peters, John R. Rickford, Ivan
A. Sag, Elizabeth C. Traugott (on leave Autumn, Winter), Thomas
A. Wasow

Associate Professor: Peter Sells
Assistant Professors: David Beaver (on leave), Edward Flemming, Chris-

topher Manning
Courtesy Professor: John Baugh
Senior Lecturers: Philip L. Hubbard, Beverley J. McChesney
Consulting Professors: Jerry Hobbs, Ronald Kaplan, Charlotte Linde,

Geoffrey Nunberg, Annie Zaenen
Consulting Associate Professors: Jared Bernstein, Mary Dalrymple
Consulting Assistant Professors: Cleo Condoravdi, Hinrich Schuetze
Visiting Professors: Philip Baldi (Winter, Spring), Arnold Zwicky
Visiting Assistant Professors: Mary Bucholtz (Autumn), Hana Filip
Affiliated Faculty: Herbert H. Clark, James A. Fox, Kenji Hakuta, Yoshiko

Matsumoto, Mary L. Pratt, Orrin W. Robinson III, Richard D. Schupbach,
Chaofen Sun

English for Foreign Students
Director: Beverley J. McChesney
Associate Director: Philip L. Hubbard
Lecturers: Carole Mawson, Constance Rylance

Linguistics concerns itself with the fundamental questions of what
language is and how it is related to the other human faculties. In answer-
ing these questions, linguists consider language as a cultural, social, and
psychological phenomenon and seek to determine what is unique in lan-
guages, what is universal, how language is acquired, and how it chang-
es. Linguistics is, therefore, one of the cognitive sciences; it provides a
link between the humanities and the social sciences, as well as education,
and hearing and speech sciences.

The department offers courses at the undergraduate and graduate lev-
els in the areas central to linguistic theory and analysis. Many of them
deal with the analysis of structural patterns in the different components
that make up language, including sounds (phonetics and phonology),
meanings (semantics), words (morphology), sentences (syntax), and the
way they vary, and change over time. Other courses integrate the analy-
sis of linguistic structure with phenomena that directly concern other
disciplines. These include courses in computational linguistics, language
acquisition, the philosophy of language, and sociolinguistics.

A variety of open forums provide for the discussion of linguistic is-
sues, including colloquia and regularly scheduled workshops in child
language, historical linguistics, phonology, semantics, sociolinguistics,
and syntax. Faculty and visiting scholars in the Cognitive Science Group
and the Center for the Study of Language and Information, whose mem-
bers are computer scientists, linguists, philosophers, and psychologists,
participate extensively in the activities of the department.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
BACHELOR OF ARTS

The undergraduate major stresses the study of language both as a
fundamental human faculty and as a changing social institution. At the
core of the program is a set of departmental courses on the nature of hu-
man language; the major also draws on courses offered by other depart-
ments and programs.

The Linguistics major cuts across the humanities, and the social and
physical sciences, and provides a solid general education as a background
for advanced studies in such disciplines as anthropology, communication,
computer science, education (language, literacy, and culture), hearing and
speech sciences, languages, law, linguistics, philosophy, and psychology.

REQUIREMENTS
Requirements for the B.A. include at least 50 units of course work in

linguistics and related fields (typically twelve courses plus Linguistics
197, Undergraduate Research Seminar), and a short research paper. No
more than twelve of the 50 units may be below 100-level. No more than
two courses, neither of which can be a core course, may be taken on a
credit/no credit basis.

Core Courses—The core courses are:
110. Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology
120. Introduction to Syntax
130A. Introduction to Linguistic Meaning, or 130B. Introduction to

Lexical Semantics
150. Language in Society, which fulfills the Writing in the Major require-

ment (WIM)
160. Introduction to Language Change, or, in consultation with their

adviser, a course in historical linguistics or the history of a language
All majors must complete at least four core courses, including 150,

Language and Society, which fulfills the writing requirement (WIM).
Other Courses—Other courses counting toward the unit requirement

should form a coherent program and be approved by an adviser. Students
select emphases from among the areas of concentration listed below (or
design one in consultation with their adviser). Students should consult
with an adviser when declaring the major, and maintain regular contact
during the remainder of their Stanford career.

Of the 50 units for the major, at least 16 come from the core courses.
If only four core courses are taken, Linguistics 1, Introduction to Linguis-
tics, is required for breadth. Students must also take:
1. At least two 200-level Linguistics courses, typically in their area of

concentration.
2. Linguistics 197, Undergraduate Research Seminar, in the junior year.

(Special arrangements can be made for transfer students and others
who start the major late.)
Language Requirement—Majors must have competence in at least

one language other than English as part of their understanding of the field
of linguistics and its study. This is usually demonstrated by the comple-
tion of six quarters of language study at Stanford or equivalent (level of
proficiency is determined by the Language Center or the relevant lan-
guage department).

Students may petition to be exempted from the Language Require-
ment if they have grown up speaking a language other than English and
can use it for everyday purposes and for linguistic analysis.

AREAS OF CONCENTRATION
Students select one of the following areas of concentration or devel-

op one themselves. All areas of concentration should be designed in
advance in consultation with an undergraduate adviser in Linguistics. See
the department’s web pages for details.
General Linguistics (all five core courses required)
Language and Society
Language Specialization
Language Structures

For students interested in the language specialization concentration,
the following programs are preapproved:
1. Specialization in Chinese: in addition to the core courses in Linguis-

tics, and Linguistics 197, Undergraduate Research Seminar, students
must have competence in Chinese at the level of six quarters of lan-
guage study at Stanford, and complete at least two courses in Chinese
linguistics, one of which must be at the 200 level, from among:
Asian Languages 73/173. Chinese Language, Culture, and Society
Asian Languages 191/291. The Structure of Modern Chinese
Asian Languages 192/292. The History of Chinese

2. Specialization in Japanese: in addition to the core courses in Linguis-
tics, and Linguistics 197, Undergraduate Research Seminar, students
must have competence in Japanese at the level of six quarters of lan-
guage study at Stanford, and complete and least two courses in Japa-
nese linguistics, one of which must be at the 200 level, from among:
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Asian Languages 71N. Language and Gender in Japan
Asian Languages 177/277. The Structure of Japanese
Asian Languages 281. Japanese Pragmatics

3. Specialization in Spanish: in addition to the core courses in Linguis-
tics, and Linguistics 197, Undergraduate Research Seminar, students
must have competence in Spanish at the level of six quarters of lan-
guage study at Stanford, and complete at least three courses in Span-
ish linguistics from among:
203. History of the Spanish Language
205. Dialectology of the Spanish Language
206. Spanish Use in Chicano Communities
207. Theory and Issues in the Study of Bilingualism
Other language concentrations can be arranged on an ad hoc basis if

appropriate courses are available in the relevant departments.

MINORS
Requirements for the minor include at least 28 units of course work (typ-

ically seven courses) in linguistics and related fields. The minor consists of:
1. Linguistics 1, Introduction to Linguistics
2. Two out of the following five Linguistics core courses:

110. Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology
120. Introduction Syntax
130A. Introduction to Linguistic Meaning

or 130B. Introduction to Lexical Semantics
160. Introduction to Language Change

or, in consultation with their adviser, a course in historical linguis-
tics or the history of a language.

160. Introduction to Language Change
or, in consultation with their adviser, a course in historical linguis-

tics or the history of a language
3. At least four other courses. Students are encouraged to take at least

one 200-level Linguistics course. Students may also choose to do
independent work with a faculty member of their choice.
Students should work out a coherent program in advance in consul-

tation with a Linguistics undergraduate adviser who should ascertain that
the courses chosen are offered during the time of anticipated enrollment.
The courses counting toward the minor must be incremental units beyond
those needed to satisfy the major. They should form a coherent program,
and are subject to approval by the Linguistics Undergraduate Studies
Committee.

HONORS PROGRAM
Students who wish to undertake a more intensive program of study,

including independent research, should seek departmental honors. An
application to pursue honors work should be presented to a Linguistics
undergraduate adviser before the end of the junior year. Approval is given
only to students who have maintained a grade point average (GPA) of
‘B+’ or better in the courses required for the major.

Honors students take a total of 60 units. These must include the 50 units
for the major, 10 additional units of independent study and Honors Re-
search and an honors thesis based on research conducted with a princi-
pal adviser who must be a member of the Linguistics faculty, and a sec-
ondary faculty adviser, who may, with the approval of the Undergraduate
Studies Committee, be a member of another department. In the Autumn
Quarter of the senior year, honors students enroll in Linguistics 199,
Independent Study, to work closely with one of the advisers on the re-
search project. In Winter and Spring quarters, honors students register
in 198, Honors Research, with the principal adviser for close supervision
of the honors thesis. The thesis must be submitted in final, acceptable,
form by May 15. The thesis topic is presented orally at a department
Honors Colloquium late in Spring Quarter.

COTERMINAL M.A.
The Department of Linguistics admits a very limited number of un-

dergraduates to work for their coterminal degree in Linguistics. Students
are required to submit to the department a complete application, which
includes a statement of purpose, a Stanford transcript, three letters of
recommendation (at least one of which must be from a faculty member

in Linguistics), and a proposed course of study (worked out in advance
with a Linguistics adviser). Applicants for the coterminal degree may
apply as early as their eighth quarter and no later than early in the elev-
enth quarter of undergraduate study. Decisions on admission to the co-
terminal degree rest with the Graduate Admissions Committee of the
Department of Linguistics. For further application information and cri-
teria, see the department’s web pages.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
MASTER OF ARTS

The University’s basic requirements for the master’s degree are dis-
cussed in the “Graduate Degrees” section of this bulletin. The following
are additional departmental requirements. Candidates should review the
department’s “Guidelines for the M.A. and Ph.D. Degrees” for further
particulars concerning these requirements.
1. Courses: candidates must complete a minimum of 45 units of gradu-

ate work in linguistics, including at least four courses in the student’s
area of specialization. No more than two courses should be at the 100
level.

Individual programs should be worked out in advance with an
adviser who should ascertain that the necessary courses in the area of
specialization are offered over the course of the year of anticipated
enrollment. The overall grade point average (GPA) must be at least
‘B’ for all degree program coursework.

2. Language: reading knowledge of a non-native language in which a
substantial linguistic literature is written, with sufficient facility to
understand and interpret linguistic research published in that language
or in-depth research on the structure of a non-native language.

3. Thesis or Thesis Project: a research paper supervised by a commit-
tee of three faculty (normally fulfilled by up to 6 units of Linguistics
398, Directed Research).

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
The following requirements are in addition to the basic University

requirements for the degree sought; see the “Graduate Degrees” section
of this bulletin. Candidates should review the department’s “Guidelines
for the M.A. and Ph.D. Degrees” for further particulars concerning these
requirements.
1. Language: candidates must demonstrate the ability to read at least one

foreign language in which a substantial linguistic literature is writ-
ten, with sufficient facility to understand and to interpret linguistic
research published in that language. (Particular areas of specializa-
tion may require additional research languages.)

In addition, each candidate must demonstrate an explicit in-depth
knowledge of the structure of at least one language (normally neither
the candidate’s native language nor the language used for the read-
ing exam). This requirement is fulfilled by writing an original research
paper on a language.

2. Courses: a minimum of 135 units of graduate work beyond the B.A.
or B.S. exclusive of dissertation units or, beyond the M.A., 90 units
exclusive of dissertation units. A basic course requirement detailed
in the Ph.D. guidelines guarantees that each student covers a suffi-
cient set of subareas within the field.

Candidates must maintain a satisfactory record in the number and
distribution of units completed. The overall course work GPA must
be at least ‘B’ and all of the basic courses should be completed with
at least a ‘B.’

3. Research: the prospective Ph.D. candidate is expected to complete
two substantial qualifying papers. The deadline for completion of the
first qualifying paper is the end of the Autumn Quarter of the second
year; the deadline for completion of the second qualifying paper is the
end of Spring Quarter of the second year. The subject matter of the
two papers, although it may be related (for example, same language),
must be clearly distinct. The requirement is fulfilled by 395A,B,
Research Workshop (2 units each), and by oral discussion with a
committee of at least three faculty members selected by the student
and the faculty.
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4. Candidacy: students must complete the basic course requirement (see
item 2 above), one foreign language requirement (see item 1 above), and
one qualifying paper (see item 3 above) by the end of their second year.

5. Teaching: at least three quarters serving as teaching assistant in a linguis-
tics course; students on University fellowships teach four quarters.

6. Colloquia: two oral presentations exclusive of the oral presentation of the
dissertation proposal (see item 7b below). This requirement is satisfied
by class presentations, conference papers, or colloquium talks. Normal-
ly, both should be given during the first three years of study.

7. Dissertation:
a) A written dissertation proposal is required by the end of the

third year.
b) Oral presentation of the dissertation proposal, preferably as a

colloquium.
c) Approval of the dissertation topic and appointment of a

dissertation committee.
d) Successful passing of a University oral examination on the

dissertation and related areas.
e) Dissertation (up to 15 units of 399).

Ph.D. MINOR
1. Courses: the candidate must complete 30 units of course work in linguis-

tics at the 100 level or above, including 110, 120, and either 130A or 130B
(100-level courses are waived if 200-level courses in the same area are
taken), and at least three courses related to the area of specialization.
Courses submitted for the minor must be incremental units beyond those
used to satisfy the major. Individual programs should be worked out in
advance with the student’s Ph.D. minor adviser in linguistics.

2. Research Project (optional): the candidate may elect to present a paper
which integrates the subject matter of linguistics into the field of spe-
cialization of the candidate.

3. The linguistics adviser or designee serves on the candidate’s Univer-
sity oral examination committee and may request that up to one-third
of the examination be devoted to the minor subject.
Ph.D. Minor in Applied Linguistics—The Department of Linguistics

participates in the Applied Linguistics Minor. See the “Language Cen-
ter” section of this bulletin for full details.

COGNITIVE SCIENCE
Linguistics is participating with the departments of Computer Sci-

ence, Philosophy, and Psychology in an interdisciplinary program in
Cognitive Science for doctoral students. The program is intended to provide
an interdisciplinary education as well as a deeper concentration in linguis-
tics. Students who complete the Linguistics and Cognitive Science require-
ments receive a special designation in Cognitive Science along with the Ph.D.
in Linguistics. To receive this field designation, students must complete 30
units of approved courses, 18 of which must be taken in two disciplines out-
side of linguistics. The list of approved courses can be obtained from the
Cognitive Science program located in the Department of Psychology.

COURSES
(WIM) indicates that the course meets the Writing in the Major

requirement.
The Department of Linguistics administers the Program in English

for Foreign Students. Course offerings follow the Linguistics courses
listed below.

LINGUISTICS
Courses with two-digit numbers are designed primarily for pre-ma-

jors. Courses with 100-level numbers are designed for majors, minors,
and M.A. and Ph.D. minor candidates in Linguistics. Those with num-
bers 200 and above are primarily for graduate students, but with the con-
sent of instructor some of them may be taken for credit by qualified un-
dergraduates.

At all levels, the course numberings indicate a special area, as follows:
00-04 General
05-19 Phonetics, Phonology, and Morphology

20-39 Syntax, Semantics, and Pragmatics;
Mathematical and Computational Linguistics

40-49 Language Acquisition and Psycholinguistics
50-59 Sociolinguistics
60-69 Language Change, Language and Culture
70-84 Linguistic Analysis of a Language
85-94 Methods
95-99 Directed Work, Theses, Dissertations

1. Introduction to Linguistics—Introduction to the scientific study of
language as a cognitive and social instrument. Topics: the sound patterns
of languages, the structure of words and sentences, analysis of meaning;
how children acquire language, how languages change, similarities and
differences among languages, dialect variation; applications of linguis-
tics. Additional 1-unit sections devoted to particular languages may be
offered. GER:3b

4 units, Win (Leben)

2. Language and Linguistics—Introduction to linguistics. Readings
from The Language Instinct, and presentations by Stanford scholars.
Prerequisite: consent of instructor.

1 unit (Beaver) not given 2001-02

11N. Stanford Introductory Seminar: Accents of English—Prefer-
ence to freshmen. Introduction to the study of accents of English. Topics:
describing and producing the speech sounds that differentiate accents,
overview of accents in the U.S., historical origins of differences between
accents, and attitudes towards accents. Students produce a description of
an accent of English. GER:3b

3 units, Spr (Flemming)

12Q. Stanford Introductory Seminar: You Can’t Say That!—Usage
and Prescriptive Grammar—Preference to freshmen. Prescriptions
about language, both spoken and written; opinions about which choices
are “best” or “standard,” from a variety of (sometimes conflicting)
authorities. Case studies in modern English, using dictionaries, usage
manuals, popular writing on language, and research on actual usage.

3 units, Spr (Zwicky)

34N. Stanford Introductory Seminar: Language of Advertising—
Preference to sophomores. Focus is on the use of language in advertising
and on the structural organization of adverts or commercials. Student
examples are used as a basis for discussion and discovery. What aspects
of language used in advertising are effective, and why? How are ads or
commercials structured? What is the relation between the language and
the images? What kinds of language (e.g., formal, informal, highly
colloquial) are used in what kinds of advertising? Can advertising
overstep the normal bounds of language use? Is advertising considered
by consumers to be part of normal communication patterns? GER: 3b

3 units, Win (Sells)

35Q. Stanford Introductory Seminar: Computers and Human Lan-
guage—Preference to sophomores. Will computers use natural language
to understand, communicate, or translate? Why is language processing
difficult? How like a human must one be to understand human language?
Conclusions of importance for machine translation, talking robots, and
other technologies. The value of modern linguistic science for such
technologies, and its limitations. GER:3b

3 units, Win (Hubbard, Kay)

44N. Stanford Introductory Seminar: Living with Two Languag-
es—Preference to freshmen. The nature of bi- and multilingualism, with
emphasis on the social and educational effects in the U.S. and worldwide,
in individual vs. society, and in the child and the adult. The social,
cognitive, psycholinguistic, and neurological consequences of bilingual-
ism. Participation in planning and carrying out a research project on some
aspect of language use and bilingualism. GER:3b

3 units, Spr (E. Clark)
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52Q. Stanford Introductory Dialogue: Doctor-Patient Interaction—
Preference to sophomores. An analysis of doctor-patient interactions,
focusing on the properties of questions, and the distinctions between
interview and conversation. How differences in sex, ethnicity, and the
presence of interpreters affect the outcome of a doctor visit.

2 units, Spr (Traugott)

62. History of the English Language—(Same as English 102.) The
evolution of English in Britain and the U.S. from Anglo-Saxon times to
the present; colonial and post-colonial English; the use of English
worldwide. Emphasis is on issues in standardization, contact, the devel-
opment of English pidgins and creoles, and of African American Vernac-
ular English. GER3a

3-5 units, Spr (Traugott)

70. Structure of English Words—(Graduate students register for 270.)
Analysis of vocabulary to determine word meanings. Goals: to increase
vocabulary, and by discovering the principles behind changes in pronun-
ciation and meaning, to take the mystery out of the processes that have
made today’s vocabulary. Optional practicum for 5 units. GER:3a

4-5 units, Spr (Leben)

72. The Language of Short Stories—(Same as English 105.) Close
reading of 20th-century British and American short stories, emphasizing
perspective. Introduction to recent works in discourse analysis and
conversational structure, as they inform the reading of fiction, GER:3a

not given 2001-02

73. African American Vernacular English—(Graduate students reg-
ister for 273.) Survey of the English vernacular spoken by African
Americans in big city settings, and its relation to Creole English dialects
spoken on the S. Carolina Sea Islands (“Gullah”), in the Caribbean, and
in W. Africa. The history of expressive uses of African American English
(in soundin’ and rappin’), and its educational implications. GER: 3b,4b

3-5 units, Win (Rickford)

74. The Language of Hip Hop Culture—Focus is on the sociolinguis-
tics of hip hop culture. Topics: poetics, discourse analysis, language
variation, and the various connections between language, youth culture,
ideology, and identity. Papers from the recent meetings of the American
Anthropological Association (Language, Identity and Hip Hop Culture
and Hip Hop as a World Language), Linguistic Society of America/
American Dialect Society (Conscious Manipulation of Grammar and
Language and Ideology in Hip Hop), and New Ways of Analyzing
Variation (Special Panel on the Sociolinguistics of Hip Hop). Goals:
student-run and produced scholarly Hip Hop Conference, and a collec-
tion of student papers for publication.

4 units, Aut (Alim)

77. The Literary History of American English—The development of
American English and ideas around “standard” and “literary,” with
emphasis on 19th- and early 20th-century writings. Possible topics:
American periodicals, dialect literature, folktales, regional literary stan-
dards, childrens’ literature, and women’s ways of conversing in print.

5 units (Heath) not given 2001-02

78. Language and Literary Theory—The central role the linguists’
understanding of language structures and uses and grammatical process-
es has played in the development of literary criticism and theory. The
ways literary language layers affect meaning through genre, imagery,
voice, narration, and incorporation of more than one language or dialect.

5 units (Heath) not given 2001-02

85. Introduction to Teaching English as a Second Language—
Practical approach to teaching English to non-native speakers, focusing
on a survey of the features of English which present particular difficul-
ties. Preparation of lessons, practice answering questions, and tutoring of
an individual learning to speak English.

3-4 units, Spr (McChesney)

86. Practicum in Teaching English as a Second Language—Observa-
tion and participation in an English as a second language class on a
regular basis. Weekly workshop in course planning. Prerequisite: 189, or
concurrent enrollment in 85.

1-2 units, Spr (McChesney)

110. Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology—Introduction to the
study of sounds as part of language. Survey of the sounds of the world’s
languages; practice in producing and perceiving them. The theory of the
sound patterns of languages, and analysis of phonological data. GER:3b

4 units, Spr (Leben)

120. Introduction to Syntax—Analyses of various grammatical con-
structions, primarily English, and their consequences for a general theory
of language. Practical experience in forming and testing linguistic
hypotheses, reading, and constructing rules. GER:3b

4 units, Aut (Sag, Wasow)

121. Corpus Analysis for Theoretical Linguistics—Current theoreti-
cal syntax typically relies on the introspection of native speakers to find
its explananda. These data can be supplemented and possibly corrected
by the use of natural language corpora. Prerequisite: one course in syntax.

4 units, Win (Bresnan, Zaenen)

124A. Introduction to Formal Universal Grammar—(Graduate stu-
dents register for 224A.) Study a formal model of universal grammar
explicitly designed to explain crosslinguistic variation in syntactic struc-
ture: nonconfigurationality in Australian aboriginal languages, incorpo-
ration in native American languages and the Bantu languages of Africa,
scrambling and head movement in more familiar European languages.
General issues such as universal grammar design, analytic problems
from a variety of natural languages. Prerequisites: introduction to syntax
and some familiarity with logic or other symbolic systems, or consent of
instructor.

4 units, Aut (Sells)

126. Grammar and Connectionism—(Graduate students register for
226.) Open to seniors and graduate students, or other students with
instructor’s consent. Seminar. Some researchers view connectionist
models of language as incompatible with grammatical descriptions
traditional in linguistics. Others argue that they characterize the same
phenomena at different levels, but are not fundamentally in conflict.
Recent work by Smolensky and Legendre arguing for the latter position.

4 units, Spr (Wasow)

130A. Introduction to Linguistic Meaning—Linguistic meaning and
its role in communication. Students learn how diagnostic tests can be
used to categorize and separate various semantic phenomena (e.g.,
ambiguity and vagueness, entailment, and presupposition). How basic
set theory and logic can be used to specify meanings and explain semantic
phenomena. Pragmatic complications involving the assumptions and
intentions of language users. For those who have not taken logic (e.g.,
Philosophy 159), an associated pass/fail 1-unit self-study lab is offered
using Tarski’s World. Prerequisite: 120 or consent of instructor.

4 units, Win (Filip)

130B. Introduction to Lexical Semantics—Introduction to basic issues
in the linguistic study of word meaning. Focus is on the core semantic
properties and internal organization of the four major word categories in
natural languages: nouns, verbs, adjectives, and prepositions. GER:3b

4 units, Spr (Levin)

135. Basic Concepts in Mathematical Logic—(Same as Philosophy
159.) The concepts and techniques used in mathematical logic, primarily
through the study of the language of first-order logic. Topics: formaliza-
tion, proof, propositional logic, quantifiers, sets, mathematical induc-
tion, and enumerability. GER:2c

4 units, Aut (Wasow)
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138. Introduction to Computational Linguistics—(Graduate students
register for 238.) Introduction to the computational aspects of basic
linguistic processes in morphology, syntax, and semantics. Study of key
algorithms for parsing, generation, etc., and practical systems for such
tasks as machine translation and information retrieval. Recommended:
some programming experience. GER:2b

4 units, Aut (Kay)

139MT. Machine Translation—(Graduate students register for 239MT.)
Examination of human translation of different kinds of text to assess
where the main challenges lie. The history of machine translation to show
how those challenges have been addressed from the perspectives of
linguistics, artificial intelligence, and program design. Principal com-
mercial translation systems and some approaches still being researched.
Knowledge of a language other than English would be advantageous.

4 units, Aut (Kay)

139P. Prolog for Natural Language Processing—(Enroll in Symbolic
Systems 139P; graduate students register for 239P.)

1 unit, Aut (Dowding)

140. Language Acquisition I—(Graduate students register for 240.)
Survey of the present knowledge of processes of language acquisition
from a linguistic point of view. Recent and past literature. GER:3b

4 units, Aut (E. Clark)

144. Introduction to Cognitive Science—(Enroll in Symbolic Systems
Program 100.)

4 units, Spr (Greeno, Taylor)

145. Language and Thought—(Enroll in Psychology 131.)
4 units, Aut (H. Clark)

146. Language and Gender—(Same as English 102C.) The influence
of gender on language use, and the role of language in the construction
of gender. Gender as more than the common focus on male-female
differences; exploring gender as it interacts with other aspects of social
practice (e.g. class, race, ethnicity, age). Work with language data to
explore hypotheses about the interaction of language and gender. Gender
and language as social practice. No previous knowledge of linguistics
required. GER: 3b,4c

4 units, Aut (Bucholtz)

146B. Language and Gender in Contemporary American Fiction—
(Same as English 104C.)

not given 2001-02

147. Language and Sexual Identity—(Enroll in Feminist Studies 140V.)
5 units, Win (Wong, Campbell-Kibler)

150. Language in Society—The ways in which language and society
affect each other. Social dialects, class, ethnic, and gender differences in
speech. Prestige and stigma associated with different ways of speaking;
the official English movement. Stylistic variation; how speakers adapt
their language to different audiences and different social contexts. For
additional units, optional public service internship in an organization
dealing with linguistic minorities or language-related issues (bilingual
education or language rights), focusing on the field experience. GER:3b
(WIM)

4-5 units, Spr (Rickford)

154. Styles and Registers—(Graduate students register for 254.) Vari-
ation in language according to context, focusing primarily on syntax.
What influences the choice of one alternative over others? Theoretical
issues: Do people have alternative grammars for different occasions? Are
some of these choices matters of grammar at all? Each student investi-
gates one set of choices in detail.

1-4 units, Aut (Zwicky)

156. Language Policy and Planning: National and International
Perspectives—(Enroll in Education 335X.)

3 units, Win (Fishman)

159. Language and Youth Culture—The sociocultural and linguistic
studies through which urban youth have been defined and debated. Gang
histories and structures, ghetto and project life, socialization of children
and youth, and aesthetic expression (graffiti, vernaculars, music, drama,
and pictorial art). Case study with investigations of language and culture
patterns within institutions (e.g., families, schools, youth groups, includ-
ing Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs, neighborhood basketball leagues, etc.) and
“service” agencies. Emphasis is on U.S. youth, with comparative per-
spectives from other nations, especially with respect to language social-
ization.

5 units (Heath) not given 2001-02

160. Introduction to Language Change—(Same as Anthropological
Sciences 110.) Variation and change as the natural state of language.
Differentiation of dialects and languages over time. Determination and
classification of historical relationships among languages, and recon-
struction of ancestral stages. Types, rates, and explanations of change.
Parallels with cultural and genetic evolutionary theory. Implications for
the description and explanation of language in general. Languages as a
window on prehistory: contact, migrations, and the vocabulary of ancient
institutions. GER:3b

4-5 units, Win (Baldi)

166. Topics in Historical Linguistics: The Structure of Proto-Indo-
European—Methodological and Empirical Dimensions—(Graduate
students register for 266.) Focus is on the reconstruction of the Indo-
European protolanguage, specifically the phonology, morphology, and
syntax as revealed by the descendant systems. Special attention will be
given to methodological aspects of the reconstruction effort, including
the comparative method, the method of internal reconstruction, gram-
maticalization phenomena, and typological issues. Prerequisite: 160 or
equivalent.

1-4 units, Spr (Baldi)

175. African American English in Educational Context—(Same as
275; enroll in Education 275.)

3 units, Win (Baugh)

187. Field Methods—(Graduate students register for 287.) Hands-on-
overview of the methods by which linguists gather raw linguistic data
about a language and begin the task of analyzing its structure. Working
with a speaker of a language not previously studied by class participants,
students attempt to develop a description of key aspects of the grammar
of the language and examine methodologies for obtaining, storing, and
manipulating data.

4 units (Staff) not given 2001-02

189. Linguistics and the Teaching of English as a Second/Foreign
Language—(Same as 289; see 289.) GER:3b

4-5 units, Win (Hubbard)

197. Undergraduate Research Seminar—Introduction to research
goals and methods in linguistics and related disciplines. Provides a forum
for students to work on a small project that helps define a focus for their
linguistic studies and to prepare for the junior research requirement.
Presentations, discussion, and final paper.

2 units, Win (E. Clark)

198. Honors Research
1 or more units, Win Spr (Staff)

199. Independent Study
1 or more units, any quarter (Staff)
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200. Foundations of Linguistic Theory—Theories that have shaped
20th-century linguistics; recurrent themes and descriptive practice.

4 units (Traugott) not given 2001-02

201. Advanced Introduction to Linguistics—Primarily for graduate
students. Introduction to the leading ideas of linguistic description and
linguistic argumentation. The fundamental representational notions in
phonology, syntax, and semantics, and the place of these notions in wider
linguistic analysis.

4 units, Aut (Sells)

202. The Works of Panini—Seminar. Panini’s grammar of Sanskrit and
the Indian linguistic tradition. Emphasis is on aspects of current theoret-
ical interest.

1-4 units, Win (Kiparsky)

203. Feminist Theories and Methods: A Cross-Disciplinary Sur-
vey—(Same as Feminist Studies 103/203.) Eight components, each of
which focuses on a different discipline in the humanities, sciences, and
professions, with a feminist resource faculty member from each discipline.

4 units, Aut (Eckert)

205. Phonetics—The study of speech sounds: how we produce them,
how we perceive them, their acoustic properties. The influence of
production and perception systems on sound change and phonological
patterns. Acoustic analysis and experimental techniques. Lab exercises.
Prerequisite: equivalent of 110 or consent of instructor.

4 units, Win (Flemming)

206. Phonology—Introduction to phonological theory and analysis.
Topics: Core concepts of phonology, Optimality Theory, the theory of
phonological representations, including features, syllables, metrical
structure. Based on cross-linguistic studies of syllable structure, tone,
assimilation, and stress.

4 units, Aut (Flemming)

207A. Morphology—How morphology fits into the lexicon and how the
lexicon fits into grammar. Inflection and word-formation: blocking,
productivity, analogy. Morphological categories. The interaction of
morphology with phonology within the lexicon: level-ordering, prosodic
morphology. The treatment of post-lexical morphology. Review of
English morphology and analysis of representative material from lan-
guages with richer morphologies.

4 units (Zwicky) not given 2001-02

207B. Morphosyntax—The role of morphology in grammar: how word
structure serves syntax in the expression of meaning. Universal proper-
ties and typology of morphological categories; proposals towards their
principled explanation in a restrictive theory of language.

4 units, Spr (Kiparsky)

208A. Phonology Seminar—Survey of recent substantive evidence for
the syllable and mora, including their potential roles as feature-bearing
units, as domains over which phonological generalizations can be stated,
and as ways of making boundaries. Interpreting phonological phenom-
ena in the light of data from metrics, psycholinguistics, and phonetics.
Past and present theories of the syllable and mora.

1-4 units, Aut (Kiparsky)

208B. Topics in Phonology—Functional explanation in phonetics and
phonology. Explore the role of functional principles such as effort
minimization, maximization of the distinctiveness of contrasts, and
maximization of the rate of information transmission in explaining
phonetic and phonological patterns. The proper formulation of these
principles, and their implications for the nature of phonological representations.

1-4 units, Win (Flemming)

208C. The Phonology of Syntax—Alternative phonological shapes of
words, other than those expressing inflectional categories; “external
sandhi,” or “phrase phonology.” What aspects of syntactic structure and
surrounding phonology determine the choice among the alternative
shapes? How do such facts fit into a grammar?

1-4 units, Win (Zwicky)

208D. Metrics—Principles of versification from a linguistic point of
view. Traditional and optimality-theoretic approaches. The canonical
system of English metrics, its varieties and offshoots. The typology of
metrical systems and its linguistic basis. The ideology of normative
prosodic discourse in relation to changing poetic practice.

1-4 units, Spr (Kiparsky)

220. Cross-Linguistic Syntax—The types of critical phenomena found
in diverse syntactic systems and their implications for syntactic theory.
Emphasis is on cross-linguistic diversity, typological variation, and their
relation to general theoretical issues.

4 units (Bresnan) not given 2001-02

221A. Foundations of English Grammar—A systematic introduction
to the formal analysis of English grammar using the framework of Head-
Driven Phrase Structure Grammar (HPSG). Topics: feature structure
modeling, lexical and phrasal organization in terms of type hierarchies
and constraint inheritance, clausal types, patterns of complementation,
the auxiliary system, extraction dependencies, wh-constructions, and the
syntax-semantics interface.

4 units, Win (Sag)

221B. Studies in Universal Grammar—Selected studies focus on the
in-depth grammatical analysis of individual languages. Builds directly
on the theoretical foundations presented in 221A. Topics vary each year.

1-4 units, Spr (Sag)

222A. Lexical Foundations of Syntax—Introductory syntax, focusing
on the role of the verb in the determination of sentence syntax. Topics:
the argument/adjunct distinction, subcategorization and argument struc-
ture, operations on argument structure vs. operations on lexical semantic
representation, grammatical function changing rules, thematic hierar-
chies, principles governing argument expression, and unaccusativity.

4 units (Levin) not given 2001-02

222B. Lexical Foundations Seminar
1-2 units (Levin) not given 2001-02

223A. Introduction to the Minimalist Program
2 units, Win (Sells)

223C. Recent Works in the Minimalist Program
1-4 units (Sells) not given 2001-02

224A. Introduction to Formal Universal Grammar—(Same as 124A;
see 124A.)

4 units, Aut (Sells)

224B. Advanced Topics in Lexical Functional Grammar—A formal
model of universal grammar explaining radical crosslinguistic variation in
syntactic structure. Advanced topics: lexical mapping theory, X’ theory
and nonconfigurationality, lexical integrity, and complex predicates.

1-4 units, Win (Bresnan)

225. Syntactic Variation—Case studies in variations (between individ-
ual speakers, regional and social dialects, and styles) in the details of
syntactic constructions, considering implications for syntactic theory.

1-4 units (Zwicky) not given 2001-02

226. Grammar and Connectionism—(Same as 126; see 126.)
4 units, Spr (Wasow)
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227A. Optimality Theoretic Syntax—Overview of the major empirical
results and important formal techniques of Optimality Theory (OT) in the
domain of syntax. Advantages of OT over classical generative grammar:
relating distributional to typological markedness, comprehension/pro-
duction asymmetries, robust learnability, and generalizations over vari-
able and categorical phenomena. Use of OT software in constructing and
testing syntactic analyses. Examination of common misconceptions and
fallacies about optimization-based theories of grammar.

1-4 units, Aut (Bresnan)

227B. Reading Seminar on Optimization in Grammar
2 units, Aut, Win (Bresnan)

230A. Introduction to Semantics and Pragmatics—Introduction to
meaning in natural language. Topics: elementary set theory; proposition-
al logic, predicate logic, and lambda calculus, and their relation to
semantic analysis; model theoretic characterizations of meaning and
semantic properties of English conjunctions and determiners. Grice’s
theory of implicature, speech acts, Davidson’s theories of “logical form,”
and Montague Grammar. Recommended: familiarity with elementary
logic and set theory.

4 units, Win (Peters)

230B. Semantics and Pragmatics—Expands on 230A. Standard ap-
proaches to formal semantics (Montague Grammar, DRT, and basic
dynamic semantics). Analyses of selected semantic phenomena in these
frameworks. Prerequisites: 230A; or combination of 130 and Philoso-
phy 159 and 160.

1-4 units, Spr (Filip)

232A. Lexical Semantics—Introduction to issues in word meaning,
focused primarily around verbs. Overview of the core semantic proper-
ties of verbs and the organization of the verb lexicon. Approaches to
lexical semantic representation, including semantic role lists, proto-
roles, and causal and aspectual theories of event conceptualization.

4 units, Aut (Levin)

232B. Lexical Semantic Typology
1-4 units, Win (Levin)

233A. Semantics Seminar: Perspectives on Aspect and Aktionsart
1-4 units, Aut (Filip)

233B. Resource Accounting at the Syntax-Semantics Interface—
Introduction to the “glue” theory of semantic composition, a theory of
syntactic structures with linear logic. Logical and computational aspects
of meaning composition and the semantic treatment of linguistic phe-
nomena, including anaphora, ellipsis, control, and modification.

1-4 units, Win (Asudeh, Crouch, Dalrymple)

233C. Semantics Seminar: Genericity
1-4 units, Spr (Filip)

233D. Semantics Research Seminar
1-4 units, Spr (Levin)

234. Introduction to Discourse Analysis—Discussion of the methods
and models of varying approaches to language beyond the sentence.
Topics: information packaging, topic, and focus; discourse markers;
tense and aspect; their different uses in conversation and narrative;
spoken and written discourse.

4 units, Spr (Traugott)

235. Mathematical Linguistics—Introduction to structures and meth-
ods from mathematical logic which are useful in linguistic theories of the
structure and meaning of natural languages. Prerequisite: Computer
Science 154 or consent of instructor.

1-4 units (Peters) not given 2001-02

236. Quantitative, Probabilistic, and Optimization-Based Explana-
tion in Linguistics—Seminar on capturing the soft constraints inherent
in linguistic systems. Based on quantitative evidence obtained from
linguistic corpora. Computer tools for collecting and modeling data.
Discussion and analysis of approaches and phenomena, with an empha-
sis on syntax.

1-4 units, Win (Manning)

237. Natural Language Processing—(Same as Computer Science
224N.) Develops an in-depth understanding of the algorithms available
for the processing of linguistic information and the underlying compu-
tational properties of natural languages. Morphological, syntactic, and
semantic processing from a linguistic and an algorithmic perspective.
Focus is on modern quantitative techniques in NLP: using large corpora,
statistical models for acquisition, representative systems. Prerequisites:
138/238 or Computer Science 121/221, and programming experience.
Recommended: basic familiarity with logic and probability.

4 units, Spr (Manning)

237D. Readings in Natural Language Processing
1 unit, Win, Spr (Manning)

238. Introduction to Computational Linguistics—(Same as 138; see
138.)

4 units, Aut (Kay)

239A. Topics in Computational Linguistics: Parsing and Genera-
tion—(Enroll in Symbolic Systems 239A.)

1-4 units, Win (Moore, Dowding)

239B. Topics in Computational Semantics—(Enroll in Symbolic
Systems 239B.)

1-4 units, Spr (Crouch)

239MT. Machine Translation—(Same as 139MT; see 139MT.)
4 units, Aut (Kay)

239P. Prolog for Natural Language Processing—(Enroll in Symbolic
Systems 239P)

1 unit, Aut (Dowding)

240. Language Acquisition I—(Same as 140; see 140.)
4 units, Aut (E. Clark)

241. Language Acquisition II: Lexicon and Syntax in Acquisition—
Advanced topics in language acquisition.

1-4 units, Win (E. Clark)

246. Psycholinguistics—(Enroll in Psychology 214.)
1-3 units, Spr (H. Clark)

247. Ethnography of Communication
4-5 units (Heath) not given 2001-02

250. Sociolinguistic Theory and Analysis—An introduction to theories
of the interaction between language and social life, this course brings
together social and linguistic theory. The course is built around classic
articles in variation, dialectology, the ethnography of speaking, verbal
interaction, language contact. Prerequisite: graduate standing in Linguis-
tics or consent of instructor.

4 units, Aut (Eckert)

251. Pidgin and Creole Sociolinguistics—Key issues in sociolinguis-
tics and pidgin-creole studies, especially issues whose understanding in
one field has been assisted by methods or advances in the other, including
diglossia, the acts of identity model, the notion of speech community,
variable rules, implicational scaling, and the scope of sociolinguistic
competence.

4 units, Spr (Rickford) not given 2001-02
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252. Language and Aging—A life-course approach to the study of
sociolinguistics, examining both the effect of aging on language use and
the role of language in the construction of life states and age groups.

1-4 units, Spr (Eckert)

254. Styles and Registers—Limited to graduate students. Variation in
language according to context, focusing on syntax. What influences the
choice of one alternative over others? Theoretical issues: Do people have
alternative grammars for different occasions? Are some of these choices
matters of grammar at all? Each student investigates one set of choices
in detail.

1-4 units, Aut (Zwicky)

255A. Topics in Sociolinguistics: Language and Race
1-4 units, Aut (Bucholtz)

258. Sociolinguistic Variation—Advanced introduction to the quanti-
tative study of linguistic variability in time, space, and society. Theoret-
ical issues are related to social and linguistic constraints in variation.
Includes hands-on work with variable data; a 2-unit practicum is offered
to satisfy this requirement. Prerequisites: 105/205 and 150/250, or
consent of instructor.

4 units, Win (Eckert)

260A. Historical Phonology and Morphology—Sound change and
analogical change in the perspective of linguistic theory. Internal and
comparative reconstruction.

4 units, Aut (Kiparsky)

260B. Historical Morphosyntax
1-4 units (Kiparsky) not given 2001-02

266. Topics in Historical Linguistics: The Structure of Proto-Indo-
European—Methodological and Empirical Dimensions—(Same as
166; see 166.)

1-4 units, Spr (Baldi)

270. Structure of English Words—(Same as 70; see 70.)
4-5 units, Spr (Leben)

273. African American Vernacular English—(Same as 73; see 73.)
3-5 units, Win (Rickford)

275. African American English in Educational Context—(Same as
175; enroll in Education 275.)

3 units, Win (Baugh)

286. Sociolinguistic Field Methods—Overview of and practice in the
principal methods of data collection in sociolinguistics, with an assess-
ment of their strengths and weaknesses.

4 units, Aut (Rickford)

287. Field Methods
4 units (Staff) not given 2001-02

288. Language Testing—Language performance is judged and scaled on
lexical, syntactic, phonological, social, functional, and esthetic grounds for
different populations and a variety of purposes. Following a review of
language-testing theory and practice in educational and clinical settings,
each student will design, construct, pilot, and validate a language test.

3 units, Win (Bernstein)

289. Linguistics and the Teaching of English as a Second/Foreign
Language—(Same as 189.) Methods and techniques for teaching lan-
guages, using ideas from modern linguistics, and language acquisition
theory. Focus is on teaching English, but the principles underlying
methods and techniques discussed are applicable to teaching any lan-
guage.

4-5 units, Win (Hubbard)

292. The History of Chinese—(Enroll in Asian Languages/Chinese
192/292.)

4 units, Spr (Sun)

295. The History and Structure of Modern Russian—(Enroll in
Slavic Languages 195/295.)

not given 2001-02

390. M.A. Project Supervision
1-3 units, any quarter (Staff)

394. TA Training
1 unit, Aut (Levin)

395A,B. Research Workshop—Restricted to students in the doctoral
program. Student presentations of research toward qualifying papers.

395A. 1-2 units, Spr (E. Clark)
395B. 1-2 units, Spr (Staff)

397. Directed Reading
1-5 units, any quarter (Staff)

398. Directed Research—Research at pre-dissertation level.
1-6 units, any quarter (Staff)

399. Dissertation Research
1-15 units, any quarter (Staff)

435A. Research Seminar in Applied Linguistics—(Enroll in Educa-
tion 435X.)

1-4 units, Spr (Baugh)

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
(683-699)

These courses represent offerings for non-native speakers in Autumn,
Winter, and Spring quarters. Enrollment in one or more courses may be
required of, or recommended to, current graduate students from other
countries after they have taken the English screening examination. To
enroll, students must come to the English for Foreign Students office the
first day of each quarter.

During the Summer Session, courses in spoken and written English
are offered. Two six-week intensive courses are also offered during the
summer. Summer visitors must apply directly to the EFS program.

690A. Interacting in English—Strategies for effective interaction in
academic settings. Emphasis is on functional language used in typical
university settings, including active listening, asking questions, and
contributing ideas and opinions. Activities include simulation and dis-
cussion, with feedback on pronunciation, grammar, and usage.

2-3 units, Aut (Staff)

690B. Academic Discussion—The refinement and practice of discus-
sion skills, with attention to pronunciation, grammar, and appropriate-
ness for specific tasks. Preparation for effective participation in the
classroom and research group communication. Detailed feedback on
pronunciation, grammar, and usage. Prerequisite: 693A or consent of
instructor.

2-3 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Rylance, Staff)

691. Oral Presentation—For advanced graduate students. Practice in
academic presentation skills; strategy, design, organization, and use of
visual aids. Focus is on improving fluency and delivery style, with
videotaping for extensive feedback on language accuracy and usage.
Prerequisite: 695 or consent of instructor.

2-3 units, Win, Spr (Mawson, Staff)
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692. Speaking and Teaching in English—For non-native speakers who
must teach in English. Focus is on developing clarity, intelligibility, and
effectiveness through weekly presentations simulating actual teaching
assistant responsibilities.

2-3 units, Aut, Win, Spr (McChesney, Rylance)

693A. Listening Comprehension—Strategies for effective listening in
an academic setting, focusing on identifying key ideas in lectures.
Practice in understanding words and phrases commonly encountered in
classroom settings. Work with computer-based exercises promotes com-
prehension of rapid, natural speech.

2-3 units, Aut (Hubbard, Staff)

693B. Listening and Communication—The development of listening
strategies and vocabulary for understanding English in a variety of
academic and non-academic contexts. Discussion and interpretation
improve comprehension of communicative intent. Computer-based and
video exercises, plus an individual project. Prerequisite: 693A or consent
of instructor.

2-3 units, Aut, Win (Rylance, Staff)

694A. The Language of Interpersonal Relationships—For advanced
graduate students. Analysis and practice of communicative intent in
interpersonal relationships. Use of indirectness, assertiveness, humor.
Prerequisite: 693A,B or consent of instructor.

2-3 units, Win (McChesney)

694B. Communication Strategies in Professional Life—For advanced
graduate students. Task-based practice of language appropriate for
professional settings such as consulting, startups, and related teamwork.
Simulation of the roles of manager, applicant, subordinate, and co-
worker. Prerequisite: 693A, or consent of instructor.

2-3 units, Spr (McChesney)

695A. Pronunciation and Intonation—Recognition and practice of
American English sounds, stress, and intonation patterns for greater
comprehension and intelligibility. Analysis of problem areas. Biweekly
tape assignments and tutorials.

2-3 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Mawson, Staff)

695B. Advanced Pronunciation and Intonation—Continuation of
695A, focusing on American English sounds, stress, rhythm, and intona-
tion patterns. Emphasis is on self-monitoring, integrated with short
presentations. Biweekly tape assignments and tutorials. Prerequisite:
695A.

2-3 units, Win, Spr (Mawson)

698A. Writing Academic English—Preparation of graduate students to
write academic papers; emphasis is on fluency, organization, documen-
tation, and appropriateness for specific writing tasks required in course
work.

2-3 units, Aut, Win, Spr (McChesney, Rylance, Staff)

698B. Advanced Graduate Writing—For graduate students experi-
enced in English writing and currently required to write for courses and
research. Class meetings and frequent individual conferences. Prerequi-
site: 698A.

2-3 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Hubbard, Staff)

This file has been excerpted from the Stanford Bulletin, 2001-02,
pages 477-485. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy; late
changes (after print publication of the bulletin) may have been made
here. Contact the editor of the Stanford Bulletin via email at
arod@stanford.edu with changes, corrections, updates, etc.


