
1

Sc
ho

ol
 o

f M
ed

ic
in

e

School of Medicine
Dean: Philip Pizzo
Senior Associate Dean for Education and Student Affairs: Phyllis Gardner

The School of Medicine offers courses of study leading to the M.S.,
Ph.D., and M.D. degrees.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
At the undergraduate level, a number of the school’s courses are open

to any registered Stanford student who has fulfilled the prerequisites,
subject to the usual limits of course enrollment and faculty approval.
Details on admission into undergraduate programs are described in the
“Undergraduate Degrees” section of this bulletin.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
M.S. AND Ph.D. PROGRAMS

Departments offer programs leading to the Ph.D. degree. Applications
and information for all graduate programs may be obtained from Grad-
uate Admissions, Registrar’s Office, Stanford University, Stanford, CA
94305-3005.

M.D. PROGRAMS
The School of Medicine provides an educational environment that en-

courages intellectual diversity and offers stimulation and opportunity for self-
motivated students who are interested in developing a scholarly, investiga-
tive approach to problems in medicine. Accordingly, Stanford has designed
its medical curriculum with a two-fold purpose: to develop in all students the
capacity for leadership in the clinical practice of scientific medicine and to
provide them opportunities to prepare themselves for careers in research and
teaching in the various branches of basic, clinical, and social medicine.
The flexible curriculum allows for individual needs in scheduling course
work. Students develop study plans that take into consideration their
academic background, particular strengths, and career objectives.

All medical students must complete a formal curriculum in the basic
medical sciences and have formal clinical experience in medicine, sur-
gery, pediatrics, gynecology-obstetrics, family medicine, and psychia-
try. Following completion of 13 quarters of academic work, additional
quarters may be taken at a special student rate. Involvement in research
and outside course work may extend the time spent in medical school.
Completion of the M.D. degree must be achieved within six years, un-
less a petition is granted to extend this time frame.

There are a variety of opportunities for in-depth study of subject ar-
eas in the basic sciences. Students with strong interests in medical re-
search as a career are urged to investigate opportunities available under
the auspices of the Medical Scientist Training Program (MSTP). This
program provides a limited number of students the opportunity to pur-
sue an individualized program of research and course work leading to both
the M.D. and Ph.D. degrees. The estimated time for completion of the
program is seven years. Students interested in participating in the MSTP
are asked to provide supplemental information relevant to their research
background and are considered for entry into the MSTP at the time of their
application to the School of Medicine.

The admissions process recognizes that some minorities and women
are underrepresented in the medical profession, and especially in academ-
ic medicine; the school has a strong commitment to identify, recruit, and
educate such students.

Provided an applicant to the school has completed the basic courses
in physics, chemistry, and biology, the choice of an undergraduate ma-
jor may reflect other interests, including the arts and humanities. Course
work in mathematics and the behavioral sciences is highly recommend-
ed because of its importance in understanding medicine. Extracurricu-
lar activities and breadth of interests and experiences play an important
role in the selection of students from among those applicants having
superior records.

Further details on the M.D. degree, including admission requirements,
are in the Stanford University School of Medicine Catalog, available on
the web at http://www-med.stanford.edu/school/catalog. For application
materials write: Committee on Admissions, Stanford University, School
of Medicine, 251 Campus Drive, Suite 309, Stanford, CA 94305-5404.

This file has been excerpted from the Stanford Bulletin, 2001-02, page
651. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy; late changes
(after print publication of the bulletin) may have been made here.
Contact  the editor of  the Stanford Bullet in  via email  at
arod@stanford.edu with changes, corrections, updates, etc.
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