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CENTER FOR LATIN AMERICAN
STUDIES
Chair of the Committee and Director of the Center: James A. Fox
Associate Director: Molly Vitorte
Visiting Professors: Luiz Martinelli, Alfredo Molano
Lecturers: Marcelo Bucheli, Kathleen B. Morrison
Affiliated Faculty and Staff:
Anthropological Sciences: Clifford R. Barnett (emeritus), William H.

Durham, James A. Fox, Dominique Irvine, John W. Rick
Biological Sciences: David Ackerly, Paul Ehrlich, Harold Mooney, Peter

Vitousek, Virginia Walbot
Comparative Literature: Carolyn Duffey, Hans U. Gumbrecht, Ramón

Saldívar
Dance: Susan Cashion
Economics: Donald Harris (emeritus), Ronald McKinnon, David

McKenzie, Clark Reynolds (emeritus)
Education, School of: Martin Carnoy, Amado Padilla, Diana Rhoten
Engineering, School of: Naushad Forbes, Helmut Krawinkler, Bruce

Lusignan, Leonard Ortolano
Earth Sciences, School of: James C. Ingle, Pamela Matson, Amos Nur
History: Albert Camarillo, Zephyr Frank (on leave)
Human Biology: Anne Murray
Law, School of: John Barton, Mariano-Florentino Cuellar, Jonathan

Greenberg, Thomas Heller
Linguistics: Shirley B. Heath (emeritus), John Rickford
Medicine, School of: David Feldman, Samuel LeBaron, Yvonne

Maldonado, Julie Parsonnet, Gary Schoolnik, Peter M. Small
Political Science: Alberto Diaz-Cayeros, Stephen Haber (on leave), Terry

Karl, Beatriz Magaloni, Michael Tomz, Robert Packenham, Carolyn
Wong

Religious Studies: Rudy Busto, Thomas Sheehan
Sociology: Michael Rosenfeld
Spanish and Portuguese: J. Gordon Brotherston, Esmeralda Duarte,

Candy Guzman, María-Paz Haro, Caridad Kenna, Alice Miano, Otilia
Perales, Michael P. Predmore, Richard Rosa, Jorge Ruffinelli, Lúcia
Sá (on leave), Karyn Schell, Ana Sierra, Guadalupe Valdés, Hae-Joon
Wan, Lyris Wiedemann, Yvonne Yarbro-Bejarano

Center Offices: Bolívar House, 582 Alvarado Row
Mail Code: 94305-8545
Department Phone: (650)723-4444
Web Site: http://www.stanford.edu/group/las

The Center for Latin American Studies (CLAS) is an interdisciplinary
area studies center that sponsors study of and teaching about Latin Amer-
ica regardless of theoretical perspective or discipline. Field research,
language training, and interdisciplinary approaches are stressed in the
Latin American Studies program, which draws on the strength and di-
versity of its nationally recognized faculty affiliates and substantial li-
brary holdings on Latin America. These resources are enhanced by the
Tinker Visiting Professorship in Latin American Studies and the Nabu-
co Visiting Chair in Brazilian Studies, which bring distinguished Latin
American academics to teach at Stanford each year.

The center’s resources include funds used in support of student and
faculty activities and classes in and about Latin America, visiting pro-
fessors and scholars, and various forms of public outreach, including
professionalization grants for K-12 and community college instructors
wishing to make use of Stanford resources. CLAS also devotes resources
to Iberian and Caribbean studies. The center offers an honors certificate
program as well as a minor in Latin American Studies for undergraduates.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
HONORS PROGRAM IN LATIN AMERICAN
STUDIES

The Honors Program in Latin American Studies is open to majors in
any field. The aim of the honors program is to prepare students to pursue
individualized research on Latin America, culminating in the prepara-
tion of an honors thesis written under the supervision of a faculty advis-
er. The honors program is particularly suited to the student who wishes
to go on to graduate school or pursue employment in an institution em-
phasizing research and independent work. Although not required, stu-
dents are encouraged to undertake independent field research in Latin
America for their thesis. It is strongly recommended that students enroll
in LATINAM/HISTORY 306B (1 unit) in the sophomore or junior year
for an overview of research design and methods for international field
research.

Students should apply for entry into the program no later than the end
of the winter quarter of the junior year; the application includes a pro-
posal of thesis topic endorsed by a member of the faculty who is willing
to serve as the student’s honors adviser. Applicants should have a cumu-
lative grade point average (GPA) of 3.3 (B+) or higher, and maintain this
average in courses taken to satisfy the requirements. All courses are to
be taken for a letter grade where that option is available. Unlike the mi-
nor, courses credited toward LAS honors may be double counted toward
the student’s major requirements.

The requirements for honors in Latin American Studies are:
1. Complete a total of 35 units in courses certified for honors by the

Center for Latin American Studies. The 35 units must be distributed
as follows:
a) A survey: one 5-unit course surveying either all of Latin America

or a major multi-country region therein, namely HISTORY 80
(Culture, Society, and Politics in Latin America), SPANLIT 137
(Spanish American Literature), or POLISCI 113A (Latin
American Politics). This is normally taken in the sophomore year.
With the approval of the center and the honors adviser, students
may substitute another such course, for example, a Stanford
Introductory Seminar or a course offered through Stanford’s
Overseas Studies.

b) For breadth: two 4-5-unit courses at the 100-level or above with
a focus on the region, offered through the Center for Latin
American Studies or an affiliated department or program (such as
Anthropological Sciences, History, Spanish and Portuguese,
International Relations, or Stanford Overseas Studies). These
courses are normally taken during the sophomore or junior years.

c) For depth: one 4-5-unit course at the 100-level or above with a
focus on the region that explores an issue in depth of particular
interest to the student, approved by the honors adviser. This course
may be taken with the honors thesis in mind. It is normally taken
during the junior year or the beginning of the senior year.

d) Of the courses applied to ‘b’ and ‘c’, above, 10 units may be
completed in Overseas Studies and 5 units may be taken as directed
individual study.

e) LATINAM 198A,B,C, Honors Thesis (2-10 units), under the
supervision of the student’s faculty honors adviser. Normally these
units are spread over two or three quarters of the senior year and
are devoted to the completion of the honors thesis.

f) LATINAM 199, Senior Seminar (5 units). This is normally taken
in the Winter Quarter of the senior year.

g) Enough additional courses focusing on Latin America to bring the
total to 35 units. These must be at the 100-level or higher, except
that up to 5 units may also come from study of Spanish or
Portuguese beyond the seventh quarter, or of a second language
of Latin America at any level, as outlined in the Foreign Language
Requirement. LATINAM 165C, Pre-Field Research Seminar, may
also be counted toward the 35 units.

2. Fulfill the Foreign Language Requirement (see below).

http://www.stanford.edu/group/las
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3. Write an Honors thesis, as follows:

a) Under the supervision of a member of the faculty, submit to the
Director of Latin American Studies a written proposal for the thesis
topic by end of the Winter quarter of the junior year.

b) Submit a thesis of acceptable quality by mid-Spring Quarter of the
senior year.

The Center sponsors grants for undergraduate research in Latin
America (see below). Students are encouraged to pursue such research
and use it as a basis for their honors thesis.

A typical honors student takes the survey course (for example, HIS-
TORY 80) in the sophomore year, while also fulfilling the Foreign Lan-
guage Requirement. During the junior year, the student completes 15
additional units of coursework (requirements 2B and 2C, above), attends
one of the overseas campuses in Latin America (Santiago or another
program approved by the University and the center), secures an adviser,
and works with that adviser to complete a thesis proposal and honors
program application by the end of the Winter Quarter. The student also
applies for research funding through the Center for Latin American Stud-
ies, URP, etc. If the honors research is to be done in the field, the student
enrolls in LATINAM 165C, Pre-Field Research Seminar, in the Spring
of the junior year. After the research period is over, the student attends
the LAS Honors College, and in the senior year enrolls in LATINAM
198A,B,C, Honors Thesis, for 1-3 quarters, and completes LATINAM
199, Honors Seminar, in Winter Quarter of the senior year.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT
Acquisition of a language of Latin America is critical to an in-depth

understanding of Latin America, both for advanced study and fieldwork,
and for future professional endeavors. The minimum requirement for
completion of either the minor or the honors certificate is to obtain or
demonstrate advanced proficiency in Spanish or Portuguese by any of
the following means:
1. completion of seven quarters of college-level study of Spanish or

Portuguese.
2. completion of a course on Spanish or Portuguese language or litera-

ture, or on some other subject but taught in Spanish or Portuguese, at
the 100-level or higher, with a letter grade of ‘B’ (3.0) or better, un-
less grades are not available for the course.

3. achievement of the Advanced Proficiency level on the ACTFL scale
in a test administered by the Department of
Spanish and Portuguese, or, by petition, by some other department.

Students with advanced proficiency in either Spanish or Portuguese are
encouraged to enroll in a course in the other major language, such as
Portuguese for Spanish Speakers; alternatively, students may study a
Latin American Indian language such as Quechua, Yucatec (Maya),
K’ichee’ (Maya), Nahuatl, or Kreyol (Haitian). Up to 10 units in third-
year Spanish or Portuguese, or at any level for a second Latin American
language, may count toward the minor and honors provided they are
approved by the student’s adviser and taken for a letter grade if that op-
tion is available.

HONORS COLLEGE
The LAS honors college, sponsored along with many other depart-

mental and interdisciplinary honors colleges by the Vice Provost for
Undergraduate Education, is an intensive three-week residential program
offered directly preceding Autumn Quarter. It affords returning LAS
honors students who have completed field work a debriefing and a fo-
cused series of presentations by a member of the CLAS-affiliated facul-
ty and other Stanford instructors on adviser interaction, data preserva-
tion, bibliographic resources, writing strategies, statistical analysis,
organizational techniques for completing the thesis process, and oppor-
tunities to socialize with other honors students in the college, all without
cost to the students. Ample time is provided for library research, individ-
ual faculty consultations, and data analysis. Applications for honors
colleges are available in the Spring prior to the senior year.

SUMMER FIELD RESEARCH
Each summer, the center awards research grants to a small number

of undergraduates to conduct individual research projects in Latin Amer-
ica. Students must have demonstrated the ability to work independent-
ly, and possess the necessary language competence. Applications include
a research proposal that has been reviewed and endorsed by a faculty
member who agrees to serve as sponsor. A pre-field seminar is required
the Spring Quarter before departure. Students from all departments are
eligible to apply.

MINORS
The minor in Latin American Studies is offered for students in other

majors who wish to develop a complementary concentration on the re-
gion. To pursue the minor, students must submit for approval an online
proposal of coursework no later than the second quarter of their junior
year. The minor must be completed by the second quarter of the senior
year. Requirements for the minor include:
1. Completion of 25 units as follows: a 5-unit course surveying Latin

America, for example, LATINAM 80 or an approved substitute; 20
additional units at the 100-level or higher which together comprise a
coherent focus on a theoretical problem or issue of the region; for
example, culture and identity, political economy, sustainable devel-
opment. At least 10 of the total 25 units must be completed at Stan-
ford.

2. Demonstration of proficiency in either Spanish or Portuguese, equiv-
alent to the requirement for the honors certificate.

3. Field experience in Latin America (study abroad, summer research,
internship, and so on) is recommended.
Upon satisfactory completion of all requirements, the center’s Sub-

committee on Undergraduate Programs authorizes the designation of the
Minor in Latin American Studies on the student’s transcript.

Units for a student’s major cannot be double-counted towards the minor.

GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMS
Although the University does not offer an M.A. or Ph.D. in Latin

American Studies, Stanford has several departmental programs in which
a student may concentrate on Latin America. These include Anthropo-
logical Sciences, Cultural and Social Anthropology, History, Political
Science, and Spanish and Portuguese. For admission information, con-
tact the individual departments directly.

COURSES
LATINAM 80/170. Culture, Politics, and Society in Latin America—
(Same as HISTORY 80.) Introduction to the political and social history
of Latin America. Emphasis is on the interaction between institutional
change, social structure, and political movements, emphasizing the en-
vironment and cultural values. GER:3b,4a

5 units, Win (Segal)

LATINAM 87Q. Urbanization, Poverty, and Children in Latin
America—Stanford Introductory Seminar. Preference to sophomores.
Regional issues through the study of street children: rural-urban migra-
tion patterns, the informal economy and labor sector, human rights,
ethnicity and identity, the costs of structural adjustment policies, envi-
ronmental and other health hazards, the role of public and private
institutions, and grassroots mobilization. Disciplinary perspectives on
street children include sociological and demographic profiles; psycho-
logical studies; depictions in literature, film, and popular culture; ethnog-
raphies; and economic analyses. Case studies of institutional responses.
Enrollment limited to 13.

5 units, Aut (Morrison)

LATINAM 130/230. Basic Biogeochemistry of the Amazon Basin—
Physical settings of the Amazon Basin: geology, geomorphology, soil
types, vegetation, and river and other aquatic systems. Ecosystem func-
tioning: climate, hydrology, and terrestrial and aquatic nutrient cycles.

5 units, Win (Martinelli)
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LATINAM 131/231. Land Use in Amazonia: Drivers and Bio-
geochemical Consequences—History of the land use in the Amazon
basin. Current and future drivers of deforestation. Effects of land use and
global changes on terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems.

5 units, Spr (Martinelli)

LATINAM 143/243. War Against Drugs: Plan Colombia—The his-
torical and social roots of drug trafficking in Andean countries with
emphasis on Colombia. The role of political systems and economic
policies. Illegal farming, its transformation to commercial activities, and
its links to the mafia and state corruption. Emphasis is on Plan Colombia,
the Andean Initiative, and the instability of the region after 9/11.

5 units, Aut (Molano)

LATINAM 165C. Pre-Field Research Seminar—Preparation for sum-
mer fieldwork in Latin America or other regions. Interdisciplinary
research design and methodology; the relationship between evidence and
argument; practicalities of field research in developing countries; and
ethical and political considerations.

5 units, Spr (Staff)

LATINAM 169/269. Directed Individual Research—Graduate stu-
dents register for 269. For students engaged in special interdisciplinary
work that cannot be arranged by department.

1-10 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Staff)

LATINAM 176. History of Mexico Since 1810—(Same as HISTORY
175.) Focus is on the social and political history of Mexico since
Independence. The roots of poverty and political corruption through
analysis of how political power and economic wealth has been shared
among Mexicans. Emphasis is on the Liberal Republic, the Porfiriato, the
Mexican Revolution, and the rule of the PRI.

5 units, Aut (Bucheli)

LATINAM 195. Perspectives on Sustainable Development in Latin
America—(Same as ANTHSCI 124/224A.) Crossdisciplinary. Interac-
tions among poverty, development, environmental degradation, and
approaches to growth and stability in agroecology, agroforestry, small
farm development, and conservation biology. Limited enrollment.

5 units (Nicholls) not given 2003-04

LATINAM 198. Senior Thesis—Restricted to those writing an honors
thesis in Latin American Studies.

1-10 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Staff)

LATINAM 199. Senior Seminar in Latin American Studies—For
any senior writing an honors thesis related to Latin America.

5 units, Win (Staff)

INTERDEPARTMENTAL OFFERINGS
The courses listed below by department deal primarily with Latin

America; all are given in 2003-04. See the respective department listings
for course descriptions and General Education Requirement (GER) in-
formation. Additional relevant courses by resident or visiting faculty may
be offered; for updated information, consult the quarterly Time Sched-
ule. Contact the Center for Latin American Studies for a list of approved
courses, including courses frequently given but not given in 2003-04.

ANTHROPOLOGICAL SCIENCES

ANTHSCI 142. Incas and their Ancestors: Peruvian Archaeology
3-5 units, Spr (Rick)

ANTHSCI 193. Prefield Research Seminar
5 units, Spr (K. Barrett)

ANTHSCI 267A. Ecotourism and Social Entrepreneurship
5 units, Win (W. Barnett, Durham)

COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
COMPLIT 105. The Literature of the Americas

5 units, Win (Greene, Saldívar)

COMPLIT 173. Poetics and Politics of Caribbean Women’s
Literature—(Same as CASA 145A.)

5 units, Aut (Duffey)

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY
CASA 93. Prefield Research Seminar

5 units, Spr (Yanagisako)

DANCE
DANCE 42. Dances of Latin America

2 units, Win (Cashion)

DANCE 43. Afro-Brazilian and Afro-Peruvian Dance
2 units, Win (Cashion)

DANCE 168. Dance and Culture in Latin America
3-4 units, Spr (Cashion)

ECONOMICS
ECON 118. Development Economics

5 units, Spr (McKenzie)

HISTORY
HISTORY 206B/306B. Design and Methodology for International
Field Research

1 unit, Win (Roberts)

HISTORY 276. Environmental History of Latin America
5 units, Spr (Sedrez)

LANGUAGE CENTER
For courses in languages of Latin America instruction with the subject

code PORTLANG, SPANLANG, or SPECLANG, see the “Language
Center” section of this bulletin.

MUSIC
MUSIC 157. Introduction to Mariachi Ensemble

1 unit, Aut, Win, Spr (Lucero)

POLITICAL SCIENCE
POLISCI 141. The Global Politics of Human Rights

5 units, Win (Karl)

POLISCI 145. Politics and Development in Latin America
5 units, Win (Packenham)

POLISCI 248. Mexican Politics
5 units, Aut (Diaz-Cayeros)

POLISCI 341R. Market-Oriented Reform and Development in
Latin America

5 units, Spr (Packenham)

POLISCI 341T. Comparing New Democracies
5 units, Aut (Karl)

SPANISH LITERATURE
SPANLIT 342. Literature and Political Economy in Latin America’s
Long 19th Century

3-5 units, Aut (Rosa)

OVERSEAS STUDIES
Courses taught overseas can be found in the “Overseas Studies” sec-

tion of this bulletin, or in the Overseas Studies office, 126 Sweet Hall.

SANTIAGO
LATINAM 5X. Director’s Seminar

2 units, Aut, Spr (Fuenzalida)

LATINAM 53X. Native Peoples in a Modernizing Society: the Case
of the Aymara and Mapuche Peoples in Chile—(Same as CASA 414.)

5 units, Win (Ortega, Perrier)
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LATINAM 56X. Contemporary Chilean Women Writers—(Same
as SPANLIT 155X.)

3-5 units, Aut (Haro)

LATINAM 57X. Cinema of the Southern Cone—(Same as SPANLIT
183X.)

3 units, Aut (Haro)

LATINAM 58X. Ethnobotany in Chile: A Land of Extremes
5 units, Aut (Poblete)

LATINAM 117X. Modernization and its Discontents: Chilean Politics
at the Turn of the Century—(Same as POLISCI 242P.)

5 units, Spr (Heine)

LATINAM 119X. Latin America in the International Economy—
(Same as ECON 160X.)

5 units, Win (Di Filippo)

LATINAM 120X. Modernization and Culture in Latin America—
(Same as SPANLIT 290Z, ANTHSCI 104X.)

5 units, Aut (Valdes)

LATINAM 121X. Social Heterogeneity in Latin America—(Same as
SPANLIT 164S, SOC 111S.)

5 units, Aut (Valdés)

LATINAM 129X. Latin America in the International System—
(Same as POLISCI 117P.)

4-5 units, Win (Rojas)

LATINAM 130X. Latin American Economies in Transition—(Same
as ECON 165X.)

5 units, Aut (Muñoz)

LATINAM 141X. Politics and Culture in Chile
5 units, Spr (Subercaseaux)

LATINAM 221X. Political Transition and Democratic Consolida-
tion: Chile in Comparative Perspective—(Same as POLISCI 243P.)

5 units, Aut (Heine)

This file has been excerpted from the Stanford Bulletin, 2003-04,
pages 463-466. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy; post-
press changes may have been made here. Contact the editor of the
bulletin at arod@stanford.edu with changes or  corrections. See the
bulletin website at http://bulletin.stanford.edu for late changes.
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