Graduate Degrees
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

For each Stanford advanced degree, thereisan approved courseof study
which meets University and department requirements. The University’s
general requirements, applicableto all graduate degrees at Stanford, are
described bel ow. University requirementspertainingto only asubset of ad-
vanced degrees are described in the “Degree-Specific Requirements” section.

See the “Graduate Programs” section of each department’s listing
for specific department degree requirements. Additional information on
professional school programsisavailableinthebulletinsof the Graduate
School of Business, the School of Law, and the School of Medicine.

ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS

Graduatestudentsmust enroll in coursesfor all termsof each academic
year (Autumn, Winter, and Spring quarters or, for Law students, Autumn
and Spring semesters) from the admission term until conferral of the
degree. The only exception to this requirement occurs when the student
is granted an official leave of absence. Failure to enroll in courses for a
term during the academic year without taking aleave of absence results
indenial of further enrollment privilegesunlessand until reinstatement to
the degree program is granted and the reinstatement fee paid. Registration
in Summer Quarter isnot required and doesnot substitutefor registration
during the academic year. Students possessing an F1 or J1 student visa
may be subject to additional course enrollment requirementsin order to
retain their student visas.

Inadditiontotheaboverequirement for continuousregistrationduring
the academic year, graduate students arerequired by the University to be
registered:

1. Ineach term during which any official department or University
requirement is fulfilled, including qualifying exams or the University
oral exam.

2. Inany terminwhich a University dissertation/thesisis submitted or
at theend of which agraduate degreeis conferred, unlessthe student
wasregistered the prior term.

3. Normally, in any term in which the student receives financial support
fromthe University.

4. Inany term for which the student needsto use University facilities.

5. Forinternational students, inany term of the academic year (summer
may be excluded) for which they have non-immigrant status (i.e., a
JlorF-1lvisa).

Individual students may also find themselves subject to the registration
requirementsof other agencies(for example, external funding sourcessuch
as federal financial aid). Course work and research are expected to be done
oncampusunlessthedepartment givesprior approval for study inabsentia.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE AND REINSTATEMENT

Graduate students who do not meet the requirement for continuous
registration during the academic year must obtain an approved leave of
absence, inadvance, for theterm(s) they will not beregistered. Theleaveof
absencemust bereviewedfor approval by thechair or director of graduate
studiesof thestudent’ smajor department and, if thestudent isintheUnited
States on a foreign student visa, by the Bechtel International Center. The
granting of aleave of absenceis at the discretion of the department and
subject to review by the Office of the University Registrar.

New graduate students and approved coterminal students may not
take a leave of absence during their first quarter. Coterminal students are
required to register their first graduate quarter. However, new Stanford
students may request adeferment from the department.

Leaves of absence are granted for amaximum of one calendar year.
Leavesrequested for alonger period are approved only in exceptional
circumstances (for example, mandatory military service). An extension
of leave (amaximum of one year) for studentsin master’s programs or

for doctoral studentsis approved only in unusual circumstances. Exten-
sion requests must be made before the expiration of the original leave
of absence. Leaves of absence for graduate students may not exceed a
cumulativetotal of twoyears.

Studentsonleave of absencearenot registered at Stanford and, there-
fore, do not have the rights and privileges of registered students. They
cannot fulfill any official department or University requirements during
theleave period.

Studentsonleavemay completecoursework forwhichan*Incomplete
grade was awarded in aprior term and are expected to comply with the
maximumone-year timelimitfor resolvingincompl etes; al eaveof absence
does not stop the clock on thetime limit for resolving incompl etes.

When a student is granted a leave of absence after the beginning of the
term, coursesin which the student was enrolled after the drop deadline
appear on the student’s transcript and show the symbol ‘W’ (withdrew).

Studentswhofail to beeither enrolled by the study list deadline or ap-
proved for aleave of absence by the start of aterm are required to apply
for reinstatement through the Graduate Admissions Office before they
can return to the same degree program. The decision to approve or deny
reinstatement is made by the student’s department or program. Depart-
ments are notobliged to approve reinstatements of students. Reinstatement
decisionsaremadeat thedi scretion of the department or the program and
may be based on the applicant’s academic status when last enrolled, ac-
tivitieswhileaway from campus, thelength of theabsence, the perceived
potential for successful completion of the program, and the ability of the
department to support the student both academically and financially, as
well as any other factors or considerations regarded as relevant by the
department or program.

Reinstatement information is available from the Graduate Admissions
Office. A fee is required. Reinstatement applications must be submitted
prior to the first day of the term for which reenrollment is requested if the
student isregistering for courses.

RESIDENCY POLICY FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS

Eachtypeof graduatedegreeoffered at Stanford (for example, Master
of Science, Doctor of Philosophy) hasaresidency requirement based on
the number of academic units required for the degree. These residency
requirements and the maximum allowabl e transfer unitsfor each degree
typearelisted below.

The unit requirements for degrees can represent solely course work
required for the degree or acombination of coursework, research, and a
thesis or dissertation. Academic departments and schools offering degrees
may establishunit requirementsthat arehigher thantheminimumUniver-
sity residency requirement, but they may not havearesidency requirement
that islower than the University standard. In additionto the University’s
residency requirement based on a minimum number of units for each
degree, the School of Medicine and the Graduate School of Business
may establish residency requirements based on the number of quarters
of full-time registration in which students are enrolled to earn adegree.
However, in no case may a student earn fewer units than the University
minimum for each degree. Allresidency requirements are published in the
Sanford Bulletin. Students should consult the Stanford Bulletin or their
academic department to determineif their degree program hasresidency
requirementsthat exceed the minimum.

Students eligible for Veterans Affairs educational benefits should refer
to the Veterans Educational Benefits section of ““Admissions and Financial
Aid” above.

It continues to be Stanford University’s general policy that unitsare
applicabletoward only onedegree. Unitsmay not normally beduplicated
or double-counted toward the residency requirement for more than one
degree. Exceptions to this general policy for specified combinations
of degree types may be approved by agreement of the Faculty Senate
and the deans of the schools affected, with review by the Committee on
Graduate Studies.

Only completed course units are counted toward the residency
requirement. Courses with missing, incomplete, in progress, or failing
gradesdo not count toward the residency requirement.
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Terminal Graduate Registration (TGR) is available to graduate stu-
dents who have met all of the following criteria: (1) completion of the
University’s residency requirement; (2) completion of all course work
requiredfor thedegreewithgradesrecordedinall courses; (3) compl etion
of any qualifying examinationsor researchwork required by theschool or
department; (4) establishment of areading committeefor thedissertation;
and (5) completion of any other requirements stipulated by the students’
academic department.

This policy is effective for students who enter graduate programs
beginning in the Autumn Quarter of the 2001-02 academic year. (For
information about theresidency policy in effect for studentswho entered
prior to Autumn Quarter 2001, see the Stanford Bulletin 2000-01.)

UNIVERSITY MINIMUM RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS
FOR GRADUATE DEGREES

Minimum# Maximum Allowable
Degree Type of Units External Transfer Units
MA MS MFEA MI A 45 04
Enqgineer? 90 45
EdS Q0 45
MRA Q0 04
PhD _DMA?23 135 45
MD 235 Q0
1D Q6 (semester) 30
MILS 20 (semester) 04
ILSM 26 (semester) 04
1SD 26 (semester) 04
LIM 26 (semester) 04
MPP Q0 045

1. Unitscompleted at Stanford toward amaster’sdegree or accepted as
transfer credit in an Engineering discipline may be used toward the
90-unit residency requirement for the Engineer degree.

2. Studentsinthe Ph.D. programsin the Biomedical Sciences usually
require substantially morethan 135 units.

3. Upto45 unitscompleted at Stanford toward amaster’sdegreeor ac-
cepted astransfer credit may be used toward the 135 required for the
doctoral degree. At least 90 units of work at Stanford are necessary to
compl ete the 135 units.

4. Studentseligible for Veterans Affairs educational benefits should refer
to the Veterans Benefits section of “Admissions and Financial Aid”
above.

5. The M.P.P. (as well as the Masters of Arts in Public Policy) is awarded
only aspart of ajoint degree program.

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT IN COTERMINAL PROGRAMS

TheUniversity minimum requirementsfor thecoterminal bachelor’'s/
master’s program are 180 units for the bachelor’s degree plus 45 (or higher
departmental requirement, as determined by each graduate department)
unduplicated units for the master’s degree. The requirements for the
coterminal program with dual undergraduate degrees are 225 units for
thetwo bachelor’s degrees, and 45 unitsfor the master’s degree. For the
45-unit University minimumfor themaster’ sdegree, all coursesmust beat
or above the 100 level and 50 percent must be courses designated primar-
ily for graduate students (typically at least at the 200 level). Department
requirementsmay behigher. Unitsfor agiven course may not be counted
to meet therequirementsof morethan onedegree, that is, no unitsmay be
double-counted. No coursestaken morethan two quartersprior toadmis-
sion to the coterminal master’s program may be used to meet the 45-unit
University minimum requirement for the master’s degree.

Tuition Ratefor Graduate Engineering—Thetuitionratefor graduate
Engineeringishigher thanfor undergraduate programs. Studentsenrolled
in acoterminal program in the School of Engineering begin to pay the
higher graduate Engineeringtuitionrateafter 12 full-tuitionundergraduate
quarters.
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Coterminal students in the School of Engineering, with two under-
graduatedegrees, areassessed thegraduate Engineering tuitionrateinthe
quarter after they have been enrolled for 15 full-tuition quarters.

Engineering coterminal students would also start paying the gradu-
ate Engineering tuition rateif any undergraduate degreeis conferred or
if they are granted any graduate aid. Once charged under the graduate
Engineering tuition schedule, the tuition will not revert thereafter to the
undergraduaterate.

For additional information on the coterminal bachelor’s/master
program, see Coterminal Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in the
“Undergraduate Degrees” section of this bulletin.

TRANSFER CREDIT FOR GRADUATE WORK DONE
ELSEWHERE

Afteratleastone quarter of enrollment, students pursuing an Engineer,
D.M.A., or Ph.D. may apply for transfer credit for graduate work done at
another institution. Engineer candidateswho al so earned their master’sat
Stanfordarenot eligiblefor transfer residency credit, nor areany master’s
degree students.

Students enrolled at Stanford who are going to study elsewhere dur-
ing their degree program should obtain prior approval of any transfer
credit sought before their departure. (One semester unit or hour equals
1.5 quarter units.)

Thefollowing criteria are used by the department in determining
whether, initsdiscretion, it awardstransfer credit for graduate-level work
done at another institution:

1. Courses should have comparable Stanford counterparts that are
approved by the student’s department. A maximum of 12 units of
courses with no Stanford counterparts and/or research units may be
granted transfer credit.

2. Thestudent must havebeenenrolledinastudent category whichyields
graduate credit. The maximum amount of credit given for extension
and nonmatricul ated (non-degree) coursesisone quarter. No transfer
creditisgiven for correspondence work.

3. Courses must have been taken after the conferral of the bachelor’s
degree. Theonly exceptionisfor work taken through programsstruc-
tured like the Stanford coterminal bachelor’s/master’s program.

4. Courses must have been completed with a grade point average (GPA)
of 3.0 (B) or better. Pass grades are accepted only for courses for which
|etter gradeswere not an option and for which the standard of passing
is'B’ quality work.

5. Courses must have been taken at a regionally accredited institution in
the U.S. or at an officially recognized institution in a foreign country.
Courses taken at foreign universities must be at the level of study
comparabletoaU.S. graduate program.

The Application for Graduate Residency Credit is reviewed by the
department and the Office of the University Registrar.

GRADUATE UNITS REQUIREMENTS

TheUniversity’ sexpectationisthat theunitscountedtowardsall gradu-
ate degrees are primarily in graduate courses. All units must be in courses
at or above the 100 level and at least 50 percent of those must be courses
designated primarily for graduate students (typically atleast the 200 level).
Units earned in courses below the 100 level may notbe counted towards the
minimumunitrequirement for the master’s degree. Department specifica-
tionsfor thelevel of coursework acceptedfor aparticular master’sdegree
program may be higher than the University’s specifications.



POLICY ON MINIMUM PROGRESS
REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS

The academic requirements for graduate students include timely
completion of University, department, and program requirements, such
as admission to candidacy, successful completion of qualifying exams,
and so on. Graduate students must also meet the following standards of
minimum progressasindicated by unitsand grades. (Thesestandardsapply
to all advanced degree programs except the School of Business Ph.D.,
and the M.B.A., J.D.,L.L.M.,J.S.M., J.S.D., M.D., and M.L.A., which
follow guidelinesissued by the respective schools and are described in
their respective school bulletins.)

Graduatestudentsenrolledfor 11 or moreunitsmust passat | east 8 units
per term by the end of each term. Thoseregistered for fewer than 11 units
must pass at least 6 units per term by the end of each term, unless other
requirements are specified in a particular case or for a particular program.

In addition, graduate students must maintain a 3.0 (B) grade point
average overall in courses applicableto the degree.

Department requirementsfor minimum progressthat set ahigher stan-
dardfor unitstobecompleted, or ahigher or lower standard for gradepoint
averagetobemaintained, take precedenceover theUniversity policy; any
such different standards must be published in the Stanford Bulletin.

Students identified as not meeting the requirements for minimum
progress are reviewed by their departments to determine whether the
problem lies with administrative matters such as reporting of grades or
withacademic performance. Studentshavetheopportunity toexplainany
special circumstances. Approval for continuation in the degree program
is contingent on agreement by the student and department to a suitable
plan to maintain appropriate progress in subsequent quarters. Dismissal
of graduate studentsis addressed in separate guidelines.

Graduate students who have been granted Terminal Graduate Registra-
tion (TGR) status mustenroll each termin the TGR course (801 for master’s
and Engineer programs or 802 for doctoral programs) in their department in
the section appropriate for the adviser. An ‘N’ grade signifying satisfactory
progressmust bereceived each quarter tomaintain registration privileges.
An ‘N-’ grade indicates unsatisfactory progress. The first ‘N-’ grade con-
stitutes a warning. A second consecutive ‘N-’ grade normally causes the
department to deny the student further registration until awritten planfor
completion of degreerequirementshasbeen approved by thedepartment.
Subsequent ‘N-' grades are grounds for dismissal from the program.

TheChildbirth Policy—Women graduate students, including students
inprofessional school s, anticipating or experiencingabirthareeligiblefor
an academic accommodation period of up to two consecutive academic
quarters(intotal) beforeand after thebirth, during which the student may
postponecourseassignments, examinations, and other academicrequire-
ments. During this period, they are eligiblefor full-time enrolIment and
retain access to Stanford facilities, Cardinal Care, and Stanford housing.
Such studentsaregranted anautomatic onequarter extensionof University
and departmental requirements and academic milestones, with the pos-
sibility of up to three quarters by petition under unusual circumstances.
Women graduate students supported by fellowships, teaching assistant-
ships, and/or research assistantships are excused from regular TA or RA
dutiesfor aperiod of six weeks during which they continue to receive
support. Students do not receive astipend or salary if nonewasreceived
previously, but are eligible for the academi c accommodation period and
the one quarter extension of academic milestones. For moreinformation
and acompl etestatement of thepolicy, seehttp://www.stanford.edu/dept/
DoR/GSH/childbirth.html.

GUIDELINES FOR DISMISSAL OF GRADUATE
STUDENTS FOR ACADEMIC REASONS

Admission to graduate programs at Stanford is highly selective.
It is anticipated that every admitted student will be able to fulfill the
requirementsfor theadvanced degree. Thisdocument providesguidelines
to be used in the unusual circumstance that a department must consider
dismissal of agraduate student for academic reasons. These guidelines
apply toall advanced degree programsexcept thosein the school sof Law
and Business and the M.D. program in the School of Medicine, which
follow guidelinesissued by the respective schools.

Theprincipal conditionsfor continued regi stration of agraduatestudent
are the timely completion of the University, department, and program
requirements for the degree, and fulfillment of minimum progress require-
ments. Theguidelinesthat follow specify proceduresfor dismissal of grad-
uatestudentswho arenot meeting theseconditions. Insuch cases, adepart-
mental committee (hereafter “the committee”), whether the department’s
committee of the faculty or other committee authorized to act on the depart-
ment’sbehalf such asthe departmental graduate studiescommittee, will:

1. Where possible and as early as possible, warn the student, in writing,
of the situation and deficiency. A detailed explanation of the reason
for thewarning should be provided.

2. Consider extenuating circumstances communicated by the student.

3. Decidethequestion of dismissa by mgjority voteof thecommittee (with
at least threefaculty membersparti cipatinginthecommittee’ sdelibera-
tion), and communicate the decision to the student in writing.

4. Place asummary of department discussions, votes, and decisionsin
the student’s file.

5. Provide students the opportunity to examine their department files, if
requested.

6. Provide studentswith information on their rightsto appeal under the
Student Academic Grievance Procedures. (These are included in the
Sanford Bulletin.)

Careful records of department decisions safeguard the rights of both
studentsand faculty.

ADDITIONAL SPECIFICS FOR DEGREES WITH
CANDIDACY

Before Candidacy—The committee may vote to dismiss a student
who is not making minimum progress or completing requirementsin a
timely way beforereview for admissionto candidacy. Beforeconsidering
dismissal, the committee should communicate with the student (which
may include ameeting with the student) concerning hisor her academic
performance and how to correct deficiencies, where such deficiencies are
deemed correctable.

Inareview for admission to candidacy, if the committee votesnot to
recommend the student for admission to candidacy, the vote resultsin
the dismissal of the student from the program. The department chair, or
Director of Graduate Studies, or the student’ sadviser shall communicate
thedepartment’ sdecisiontothestudent inwriting and orally. Thestudent
may submit awritten request for reconsideration. The committee shall
respond in writing to the request for reconsideration; it may declineto
reconsider itsdecision.

During Candidacy—When a student admitted to candidacy is not
making minimum progressor not completing University, department, or
programrequirementsinatimely manner, thestudent’ sadvi ser, the Direc-
tor of Graduate Studies, or department chair, and other relevant faculty
should meet with the student. A written summary of these discussions shall
besent tothestudent and theadvi ser and added tothe student’ sdepartment
file. The summary should specify the student’s academic deficiencies, the
stepsnecessary to correct them (if deemed correctabl€), and the period of
timethat isallowedfor their correction (normally one academic quarter).
Atthe end of the warning period, the committee shouldreview thestudent’s
progress and notify the student of its proposed actions. If the student has
corrected the deficiencies, he or she should be notified in writing that the
warning has been lifted.
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If the deficiencies are not deemed correctable by the committee (for
example, thefailure of arequired course or examination, or a pattern of
unsatisfactory performance) or if, at the end of the warning period, the
student has not in the view of the committee corrected the deficiencies,
the committee may initiate proceedings for dismissal. The student shall
be notified, in writing, that the case of dismissal will be considered at an
impending committee meeting. The student hastheright to beinvited to
attend aportion of the scheduled meeting to present his or her own casg;
astudent may al so make this case to the committeein writing.

After full discussion at the committee meeting, the committee, without
thestudent present, shall review thecaseand voteontheissueof dismissal.
The student shall be sent awritten summary of the discussion, including
the committee’s decision and the reasonsfor it. The student may submit
awritten request for reconsideration. The committee’s response to the
reguest for reconsideration shall be made in writing; it may decline to
reconsider itsdecision.

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES

Upon recommendation to the Senate of the Academic Council by the
faculty of the relevant departments or schools and the Committee on Gradu-
ate Studies, degrees are awarded four times each year, at the conclusion
of Autumn, Winter, Spring, and Summer terms. All diplomas, however,
areprepared and awarded in Spring Quarter. Stanford University awards
no honorary degrees.

Students must apply for conferral of a graduate degree by filing an
Application to Graduate by the deadline for each term. The deadlines are
publishedinthe Time Schedul eof Classes. A separate application mustbe
filed for each degree program and for each conferral term. Applications
are filed through Axess, the online service which allows students to update
their admini strative/academic records.

Requests for conferral are reviewed by the Office of the University
Registrar and the student’s department to verify completion of degree
requirements. Studentsmust beregisteredinthetermof degreeconferral.
Students with unmet financial obligations resulting in the placement of a
holdontheir registration cannot receiveatranscript, statement of comple-
tion, degree certificate, or diploma until the hold is released by the Office
of Student Financial Services.

Students are typically expected to apply to graduate during the term
in which they expect to be awarded a degree. The University, however,
reservestheright to confer adegree on a student who has completed all
of the requirementsfor adegree even though the student has not applied
to graduate; such anindividual would then be subject to the University’s
usual rulesand restrictionsregarding future enrollment or registration.

Studentswhowishtowithdraw arequest for conferral or makechanges
to the Application to Graduate should notify the Office of the University
Registrarin writing. Students who withdraw their graduation applications orfail
tomeet degreerequirementsmust reapply tograduateinasubsequent term.

CHANGES OF DEGREE PROGRAMS

Graduate students are admitted to Stanford for a specific degree pro-
gram. Studentswho have attended Stanford for at | east oneterm and who
are currently enrolled or on an approved leave of absence may submit a
Graduate Program Authorization Petition to make one of the following
changes: (1) change to a new degree program in the same department;
(2) change to anew degree program in adifferent department; (3) add a
new degree program in the same or a different department to be pursued
with the existing program. Coterminal students must have the bachelor’s
degree conferred before adding a second advanced degree program.
Summer term enrollment isoptional for studentsbeginning anew degree
program in the Autumn term provided that they have been enrolled the
prior Spring term.

Itisimportant that theattempt to add or changedegree programsbemade
whileenrolled. Otherwise, anew Application for Graduate Admission must
be submitted and an application fee paid. The Graduate Program Authori-
zation Petition is submitted directly to the department in which admission
isrequested. If applyingfor ahigher degreeprogram, studentsmay alsobe
required to submit other application materials such as GRE Subject Test
scores, astatement of purpose, or new |etters of recommendation. Deci-
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sionson the petitions are made by the programs or departmentsto which
they aredirected, and areat thedi scretion of thoseprogramsor departments.

International studentschanging departmentsor degreeprogramsmust
also obtain the approval of the Foreign Student Adviser at the Bechtel
International Center. If the requested change lengthens their stay, they
also are required to submit verification of sufficient funding to complete
the new degree program.

Students who wish to terminate study in a graduate program should
submit a properly endorsed Request to Permanently Withdraw from
Degree Program form to the Office of the University Registrar. To return
to graduate study thereafter, the student isrequired to apply for reinstate-
ment (if returning to the same degree program) or admission (if applying
to adifferent program). Both applicationsrequire payment of afee.

DEGREE-SPECIFIC

REQUIREMENTS

MASTER OF ARTS AND MASTER OF SCIENCE

Inadditionto completing thegeneral requirementsfor advanced degrees
and the requirements specified by their department, candidates for a Master
of Arts (M.A.) or Master of Science (M.S.) degree must complete their
degree requirements within the time limit specified below and must outline
anacceptableprogram of study ontheMaster’ sDegree Program Proposal.

MASTER’S PROGRAM PROPOSAL

Students pursuing an M.A., M.E.A., or M.S. are required to submit an
acceptable program proposal to their department during the first quarter of
enrollment. Coterminal students must submit the proposal during the first
quarter after admissiontothecoterminal program. Theprogram proposal
establishes astudent’sindividual program of study to meet University
and department degree requirements. Students must amend the proposal
formally if their plansfor meeting degree requirements change.

In reviewing the program proposal or any subsequent amendment
to it, the department confirms that the course of study proposed by the
student fulfills all department course requirements (for example, require-
ments specifying total number of units, courselevels, particular courses,
sequences, or substitutes). The department confirms that all other depart-
ment requirements (for example, required projects, foreign language
proficiency, or qualifying exams) are listed on the form and that all general
University requirements (minimum units, residency, and so on) for the
master’s degree will be met through the proposed program of study.

TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETION OF THE MASTER’S DEGREE

Allrequirements for amaster’s degree must be completed within three
years after the student’s first term of enrollment in the master’s program
(five years for Honors Cooperative students). Students pursuing a cotermi-
nal master’sdegree must completetheir requirementswithin threeyears
of their first quarter of graduate standing.

Thetimelimit is not automatically extended by a student’s leave of
absence. All requests for extension, whether prompted by aleave or some
other circumstance, must be filed by the student before the conclusion of
the program’stime limit. Departments are not obliged to grant an exten-
sion. The maximum extension is one additional year. Extensionsrequire
review of academic progress and any other factors regarded as relevant
by the department, and approval by the department; such approval is at
the department’ sdiscretion.

MASTER IN PUBLIC POLICY AND MASTER OF ARTS IN
PUBLIC POLICY

The Master in Public Policy (M.PP), atwo-year program leading to
aprofessional degree, and the Master of Arts in Public Policy (M.A.P.P.),
aone-year program not intended as a professional degree, are awarded
only as part of a joint degree program. See the “Public Policy Program”
section of thisbulletin for details.



MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

The degree of Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.)is conferred
on candidates who have satisfied the requirements established by the fac-
ulty of the Graduate School of Businessand the general requirementsfor
advanced degrees. Full parti cularsconcerningtheschool requirementsare
foundintheGraduate School of BusinessM.B.A. Handbook. The M.B.A.
must becompletedwithinthetimelimitfor completionof themaster’ sdegree.

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

In addition to completing the general requirements for advanced de-
grees and the program requirements specified in the “Artand Art History™”
section of this bulletin, candidates for the degree of Master of Fine Arts
(M.F.A.) must fulfill the requirements for a master’s program proposal
and compl ete their degrees within the time limit for completion of the
master’s degree, as specified above.

ENGINEER

In addition to completing the general requirements for advanced
degrees and the requirements specified by their department, candidates for
thedegree of Engineer must be admitted to candidacy and must complete
a thesis per the specifications below.

CANDIDACY

The Application for Candidacy for Degree of Engineeris an agreement
between the student and the department on a specific program of study
to fulfill degree requirements. Students must apply for candidacy by the
end of the second quarter of the program. Honors Cooperative students
must apply by the end of the fourth quarter of the program. Candidacy is
valid for five calendar years.

THESIS

A University thesis is required for the Engineer degree. Standards for
professional presentation of the thesis have been established by the Com-
mittee on Graduate Studies and are detailed in Directionsfor Preparing
Thesesfor Engineer Degrees, available from the Office of the University
Registrar, 630 Serra Street, Suite 120.

The deadline for submission of theses for degree conferral in each
term is specified by the University academic calendar. Three copies of
thethesis, bearing the approval of the adviser under whose supervisionit
was prepared, must be submitted to the Office of the University Registrar
beforethe quarterly deadlinelisted onthe University academic calendar.
A fee is charged for binding copies of the thesis.

Course enrollment is required for the term, or the immediately pre-
ceding term, inwhich thethesisissubmitted. The period between thelast
day of final exams of one term and the first day of the subsequent term is
considered an extension of the earlier term. Students submitting athesis
during this period would meet the regi stration requirement but would be
eligiblefor degree conferral only in the subsequent term.

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES

Admission to study for the Master of Legal Studies degree (M.L.S.),
anonprofessional degree, isgranted to students who hold the Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.) or other nonlaw doctoral degree, or who have been
admitted to anonlaw doctoral program and have completed aprogram of
study amounting to 45 quarter units or 30 term units of work toward the
doctorate, andwhomeet anadmission standard equivalent tothat required
of candidatesfor the Doctor of Jurisprudence degree.

TheM.L.S. degreeisconferred upon candidateswho, innot fewer than
twoacademictermsinresi denceandinnot morethantwo consecutiveaca-
demic years, successfully complete 30 term units of work in the School of
Law, including three first-year courses in the first Autumn term and at least
one course or seminar requiring a research paper. All work shall conform
to therulesand regulationsof the University and the School of Law.

MASTER OF LAWS

Thedegree of Master of Laws(L.L.M.) isconferred upon candidates
who havecompl eted oneacademicyear (26 semester units) inresidencein
accordancewiththerulesof theUniversity and the School of Law. Thede-
greeisdesignedfor foreigngraduatestudentstrainedinlaw andisavailable
only tostudentswithaprimary law degreeearned outsidethe United States.
The L.L.M. program offers students a choice of two areas of specialization:
Corporate Governance and Practice, or Law, Science, and Technology.

MASTER OF THE SCIENCE OF LAW

The degree of Master of the Science of Law (J.S.M.) is conferred
upon candidates who have completed one academic year (26 term units)
with distinction in accordance with the rules of the University and the
School of Law.

The degree is primarily designed for those qualified students who
hold aJ.D. or its equivalent and who are at the Stanford School of Law
for independent reasons (for example, asteaching fellows) and whowish
to combine work toward the degree with their primary academic activi-
ties. Specially qualified lawyers, public officials, academics, and other
professionalswho have worked outside the United States may apply for
the degree through the Stanford Program in International Legal Studies
(SPILS). Full particularsconcerning requirementsmay befoundat http://
www.| aw.stanford.edu/program/degrees/advanced.

DOCTOR OF JURISPRUDENCE

Thedegreeof Doctor of Jurisprudence(J.D.) isconferred on candidates
who satisfactorily complete coursesin law totaling the number of units
required under the current Faculty Regulations of the School of Law over
not less than three academic years and who otherwise have satisfied the
requirements of the University and the School of Law.

DOCTOR OF THE SCIENCE OF LAW

The degree of the Doctor of the Science of Law (J.S.D.) isconferred
upon candidates who hold a J.D. or its equivalent, who complete one
academic year in residence, and who, as aresult of independent |egal
research, present adissertation that is, in the opinion of the faculty of the
School of Law, acontribution to knowledge. Such work and dissertation
shall conform to the rules of the School of Law and the University, as
described below in the “Doctor of Philosophy” section.

Candidacy is limited to students of exceptional distinction and promise.
Full parti cularsconcerning requirementsmay befoundat http://Awww.| aw.
stanford.edu/program/degrees/advanced.

DOCTOR OF MUSICAL ARTS

The degree of Doctor of Musical Arts (D.M.A.) is conferred on candi-
dates who have satisfied the general requirements for advanced degrees,
the program requirements specified in the “Music” section of this bul-
letin, and the candidacy requirement as described below in the “ Doctor
of Philosophy” section.

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE

Candidates for the degree of Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) must satisfac-
torily completetherequired curriculuminmedicine. Therequirementsfor
theM.D. degree aredetailed onlineat http://med.stanford.edu/md.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Thedegreeof Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) isconferred on candidates
who have demonstrated to the satisfaction of their department or school
substantial scholarship, high attainmentin a particular field of knowledge,
and ability to do independent investigation and present the results of
such research. They must satisfy the general requirementsfor advanced
degrees, the program requirements specified by their departments, and
thedoctoral requirementsdescribed below. The optionfor aPh.D. minor
isalso described below, though itisnot aPh.D. requirement.
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CANDIDACY

Admission to adoctoral degree program s preliminary to, and distinct
from, admission to candidacy. Admission to candidacy for the doctoral
degreeisajudgment by thefaculty of thestudent’ spotential to successfully
compl etetherequirements of the degree program. Studentsare expected
to complete department qualifying procedures and apply for candidacy
by the end of their second year in the Ph.D. program. Honors Cooperative
students must apply by theend of their fourth year.

The Application for Candidacy specifies a departmentally approved
program of study to fulfill degree requirements, including required course
work, language requirements, teaching requirements, dissertation (final
project and public lecture-demonstration for D.M.A.), and University oral
examination (for Ph.D.). At least 3 units of work must be taken with each
of four Stanford faculty members.

If the Ph.D. student is pursuing aminor, approval by the department
awarding the minor is also required on the Application for Candidacy.

TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETION OF A DEGREE WITH
CANDIDACY

All requirements for the degree must be completed before candi-
dacy expires. Candidacy is valid for five years unless terminated by the
department (for example, for unsatisfactory progress). Thetimelimitis
not automatically extended by a student’s leave of absence. All requests
for extension, whether prompted by aleave or some other circumstance,
must be filed by the student before the conclusion of the program’s time
limit. Departmentsarenot obligated to grant an extension. Students may
receive amaximum of one additional year of candidacy per extension.
Extensions require review by the department of a dissertation progress
report, atimetable for completion of the dissertation, any other factors
regarded asrelevant by the department, and approval by the department;
such approval isat the department’sdiscretion.

TEACHING AND RESEARCH REQUIREMENTS

A number of departments require their students to teach (serving as
ateaching assistant) or assist afaculty member in research (serving as
aresearch assistant) for one or more quarters as part of their doctoral
programs. Detailed information isincluded in the department sections
of thisbulletin.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT

Somedepartmentsrequireareadingknowledgeof oneor moreforeign
languages as indicated in department sections of this bulletin. Fulfillment
of language requirements must be endorsed by the chair of the major
department.

UNIVERSITY ORAL EXAMINATION

Passing aUniversity oral examination is arequirement of the Ph.D.
degree. Thepurposeof theexaminationistotest thecandidate' scommand
of the field of study and to confirm fitness for scholarly pursuits. Depart-
mentsdeterminewhen, after admissionto candidacy, theoral examination
is taken and whether the exam will be a test of knowledge of the field, a
review of adissertation proposal, or adefense of the dissertation.

Students must be registered in the term in which the University oral
examination is taken. The period between the lastday of final exams of one
term and the day prior to the first day of the following term is considered
an extension of the earlier term. Candidacy must also be valid.

The University Oral Examination Committee consists of at least
five Stanford faculty members: four examiners and the committee chair
from another department. All members are normally on the Stanford
Academic Council, and the chair must be a member. Emeritus faculty are
also eligible to serve as examiners or chair of the committee. (A petition
for appointment of an examining committee member who is not on the
Academic Council may be approved if that person contributes an area
of expertisethat is not readily available from the faculty.) The chair of
the examining committee may not have afull or joint appointment inthe
adviser'sor student’s department, but may have acourtesy appointment
inthedepartment. Thechair can befromthesamedepartment asany other
member(s) of the examination committee and can be from the student’s
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minor department provided that the student’ sadviser does not haveafull
or joint appointment in the minor department.

The University Oral Examination form must be submitted to the
department graduate studiesadministrator at | east two weeksprior tothe
proposed examination date. The examination is conducted according to
the major department’s adopted practice, but it should not exceed three
hoursinlength, and it must include aperiod of privatequestioning by the
examining committee.

Responsibility for monitoring appointment of the oral examination
chair rests with the candidate’s major department. Although the depart-
ment cannot require the candidate to approach faculty membersto serve
aschair, many departmentsinvitestudentsandtheir advisersto participate
inthe process of selecting and contacting potential chairs.

Thecandidatepassestheexaminationif theexamining committeecasts
four favorable votes out of five or six, five favorable votes out of seven, or
sixfavorablevotesout of eight. Fivememberspresent and voting constitute
aquorum. If thecommitteevotestofail astudent, thecommitteechair sends
within five days a written evaluation of the candidate’s performance to
the major department and the student. Within 30 days and after review of
theexamining committee’seval uation and recommendation, thechair of
the student’smajor department must send the student awritten statement
indicating the final action of the department.

DISSERTATION

An approved doctoral dissertation is required for the Ph.D. and J.S.D.
degrees. Thedoctoral dissertation mustbeanoriginal contributiontoschol-
arship or scientific knowledge and must exemplify the highest standards
of thediscipline. If it isjudged to meet this standard, the dissertation is
approvedfor theschool or department by thedoctoral dissertationreading
committee. Each member of the reading committee signs the signature
page of thedissertation to certify that thework isof acceptable scopeand
quality. One reading committee member reads the dissertation in its final
form and certifies on the Certificate of Final Reading that department and
University specifications have been met.

Dissertations must be in English. Approval for writing the dissertation
in another language is normally granted only in cases where the other
languageor literatureinthat languageisal so the subject of thediscipline.
Such approval isroutinely granted for dissertations in the Division of
Literatures, Cultures, and Languages, in accordance with the policy of
theindividual department. Dissertationswritteninanother languagemust
include an extended summary in English.

Directionsfor preparation of the dissertation are available from the
Office of the University Registrar, 630 Serra Street, Suite 120, or at http://
registrar.stanford.edu/shared/publications.htm#GradStud. The signed
dissertation copies and accompanying documents must be submitted to
the Office of the University Registrar on or before the quarterly deadline
indicated in the University’s academic calendar. A fee is charged for the
microfilming and binding of the dissertation copies.

Students must either be registered or on graduation quarter in the
term they submit the dissertation; see “Graduation Quarter” below in
this section of this Bulletin. At the time the dissertation is submitted, an
Application to Graduate must be on file, all of the department require-
ments must be complete, and candidacy must be valid through the term
of degreeconferral.

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION READING COMMITTEE

Thedoctoral dissertation reading committee consists of the principal
dissertation adviser and two other readers. At least one member must
be from the student’s mgjor department. Normally, all members are on
the Stanford Academic Council. The student’s department chair may,
in some cases, approve the appointment of areader who is not on the
Academic Council, if that person is particularly well qualified to consult
on the dissertation topic and holdsa Ph.D. or equivalent foreign degree.
Former Stanford Academic Council members, emeritus professors, and
non-Academic Council members may thus on occasion serve on a read-
ing committee. If they areto serve asthe principal dissertation adviser,
however, the appointment of a co-adviser whois currently on the Academic
Council is required.



The reading committee, as proposed by the student and agreed to by
the prospective members, is endorsed by the chair of the major depart-
ment on the Doctoral Dissertation Reading Committee form. This form
must be submitted before approval of Terminal Graduate Registration
(TGR) status or before scheduling a University oral examination that is
adefense of the dissertation. The reading committee may be appointed
earlier, according to the department timetable for doctoral programs. All
subseguent changes to the reading committee must be approved by the
chair of the major department.

PH.D. MINOR

StudentspursuingaPh.D. may pursueasingleminor inanother depart-
ment or program to complement their Ph.D. program. Thisoption is not
availableto students pursuing other graduate degrees. Ph.D. candidates
cannot pursue aminor in their own major department or program.

Except foraPh.D. minorin Applied Linguistics, only departments that
offer aPh.D. may offer aminor, and those departments are not required
to do so. The minor should represent a program of graduate quality and
depth, including core requirements and electives or examinations. The
department offering the minor establishes the core and examination re-
quirements. Elective courses are planned by the studentsin conjunction
with their minor and Ph.D. departments.

The minimum University requirement for a Ph.D. minor is 20 units of
course work at the graduate level (courses numbered 200 and above). If
aminor department chooses to require those pursuing the minor to pass
the Ph.D. qualifying or field examinations, the 20-unit minimum can be
reduced. All of the course work for a minor must be done at Stanford.

Unitstaken for theminor can be counted aspart of theoverall require-
ment for the Ph.D. of 135 unitsof graduate coursework doneat Stanford.
Courses used for a minor may not be used also to meet the requirements
for amaster’s degree.

A Ph.D. minor form outlining a program of study must be approved
by the major and minor departments. Thisform is submitted at thetime
of admission to candidacy and specifies whether representation from
the minor department on the University oral examination committeeis
required.

GRADUATION QUARTER

Registration is required for the term in which a student submits a dis-
sertation or has adegree conferred. Students who meet all the following
conditionsare eligibleto be assessed aspecial tuition ratefor the quarter
inwhich they arereceiving adegree:

1. All course work, degree requirements, and residency requirements
have been compl eted.

2. A graduate or professional student must have enrolled or have been
on an approved |leave of absence in the term immediately preceding
theterm chosen asthe graduation quarter.

3. Thestudent hasformally applied to graduate.

4. The student has only to submit the dissertation, project, or master’'s
thesis by the deadline for submission in the term designated as the
graduationquarter. Or, if enrolledinajoint degreeprogram, thestudent
will complete al requirements for the joint degree by the end of the
term designated asthe graduation quarter.

5. The studenthas filed all necessary forms regarding graduation quarter
before the first day of the term chosen as graduation quarter.
Studentsongraduationquarter areregistered at Stanford and, therefore,

havetherightsand privilegesof registered students. Only onegraduation

quarter may be requested. There is aregistration fee of $100 for the gradu-
ation quarter.

ADVISING AND CREDENTIALS

ADVISING

By the start of their first term, students should be paired by the depart-
ment with faculty adviserswho assist themin planning aprogram of study to
meet degreerequirements. Thedepartment shoul d al soensurethat doctoral
studentsareinformed in atimely fashion about proceduresfor selecting
adissertation adviser, reading committee members, and oralscommittee
members. Departments should make every effort to assist doctoral stu-
dents who are not admitted to candidacy in finding an appropriate adviser.

Studentsare obliged to follow department proceduresfor identifying
advisersand committee membersfor their dissertation reading and orals
examinations.

Occasionally, astudent’sresearch may divergefrom the areaof com-
petence of the adviser, or irreconcilable differences may occur between
thestudent and thefaculty adviser. Insuch cases, thestudent or thefaculty
adviser may request achangein assignment. |f thedepartment decidesto
grant therequest, every reasonabl e effort must bemadeto pair the student
with another suitable adviser. This may entail some modification of the
student’sresearch project.

Intherarecasewhereastudent’ sdissertation research onan approved
project isin an advanced stage and the dissertation adviser isno longer
available, every reasonabl e effort must be madeto appoint anew adviser,
usually from the student’ sreading committee. Thismay also requirethat
anew member be added to the reading committee before the draft dis-
sertationiseval uated, to keep the reconstituted committeein compliance
with the University requirementsfor its composition.

PUBLIC SCHOOL CREDENTIALS

Stanford University is accredited by the California Commission
on Teacher Credentialing and the National Council for Accreditation
of Teacher Education and is authorized to recommend candidates for
credentials. The University offers a complete training program for the
Single and Multiple Subject Teaching Credential. Upon completion of
a Stanford approved program, the credentials allow teachersto servein
California public schools.

Current Stanford undergraduates wishing to complete the requirements
for ateaching credential should apply to the coterminal program at the
School of Education. All other applicants should apply directly to the Stan-
ford Teacher Education Program (STEP) at the School of Education.

This file has been excerpted from the Stanford Bulletin, 2007-08, pages
29-35. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy; post-press
changes may have been made here. Contact the editor of the bulletin
at arod @stanford.edu with changes or corrections. See the bulletin
web site at http://bulletin.stanford.edu for additional information.
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