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Dear Cap and Gown Membership,

Cap and Gown is a special organization. We celebrate leadership and community at Stanford 

in the most lovely ways, providing opportunities to meet and support each other across the 

generations. It has been my pleasure and honor to serve as your president for the past two years.

We have accomplished so much! Our Alumnae Board has become more active and engaged than 

ever before, our events have been of exceptional quality, and our actives have taken an immense 

amount of leadership to raise visibility for Cap and Gown campuswide.

Every year when I attend Tapping Tea, as I read through the bios of our newest members, I 

wonder how we can ever maintain such a high bar for the following year’s class. And then, 

invariably, we seem to manage to find even more impressive young women to join us in the coming year. This year was no exception.

In the past year in particular, we got to induct yet another class of awe-inspiringly accomplished young people into our organization. 

We heard from Dr. Sheri Sheppard at the Winter Welcome and Dr. JoAnne Hewett at Spring Brunch. We brought a lovely panel of 

alumnae to our current actives and invited Dr. Hewett into our membership as an honorary member. Best of all, we learned from one 

another and enjoyed each other’s company through all of this hard work.

Within the alumnae board, we have made great progress. Ellen Slack has led a transformation of our finances. Susie Phillips has put 

an immense amount of work into our nominations process. Shari Kuchenbecker has taken our Spring Brunch to a new level of pro-

fessionalism and polish. Our newsletter, blog, and social media have become more sustainable and engaging under Kathryn Kilner’s 

leadership and are thriving like never before. Ellie Mansfield, Jean Coblentz, Ruth Cronkite, Carol Benz, Naomi Waltman, and Kris-

ten Glass each contributed their time in quieter yet impactful ways to strengthen our organization. Ellen Petrill, Michelle Galloway, 

Kathy Chou, and the executive committee have provided unending leadership and guidance, as ever. Every member of our Alumnae 

Board has contributed to helping Cap and Gown thrive. Thank you.

On a personal note, my family welcomed our second child -- our first daughter -- into the world this summer. I am proud to introduce 

her to a world in which women come together and support one another in the way that Cap and Gown women do.

We all had an opportunity to share our thoughts about Cap and Gown via the online survey led by Kathryn Kilner this summer, and 

now she and her team are making plans for all of us based on those results for the coming year. I will continue to support Kathryn and 

her executive team, and I’m very excited to see what the next chapter of leadership for Cap and Gown will bring.

Just as the quality of our new membership never ceases to amaze me, so does the quality of our newest leadership. Thank you for all 

the extraordinary opportunity to have worked with so many of you, and please join me in welcoming Kathryn to the presidency!

Yours truly,  

Samantha Quist, ‘03 

samcrow@alumni.stanford.edu

Letter from the Outgoing President of the Alumnae Board
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It is my true honor to be following Samantha Quist as president of the Alumnae Board of Cap 

and Gown, and to be serving at the time when we celebrate 110 years. One hundred and ten 

years! There are not many organizations that can say they have been around that long. We have 

had the opportunity to celebrate something truly extraordinary. 

I was a history major, so I took this opportunity to look at some of the other things that hap-

pened in 1905 when Cap and Gown was founded. In 1905, Theodore Roosevelt was president 

of the United States, the Trans-Siberian Railroad officially opened, and Albert Einstein pub-

lished on the theory of relativity. It was also the year that Maria von Trapp of Sound of Music 

fame was born and Lew Wallace, the author of Ben Hur, passed away. On the political front, the 

Russo-Japanese War waged on and on a completely different note, Las Vegas was founded. 

Back on the Farm, four women students approached three members of the faculty about organizing a group of ten to twelve women 

leaders from the junior and senior classes so that they could exchange ideas and become better acquainted. Cap and Gown was born 

and to this day we carry forward this mission of serving women leaders at Stanford. 

As women there are unique challenges we face and the support of each other can make all the difference. We’ve all heard of the 

fight or flight response to stress (I was also a human biology major, so bear with me), but research has shown that when women get 

stressed they tend and befriend. We need the support of each other to thrive. 

As we mark this milestone of 110 years, I’ve been thinking about what makes an organization not only survive, but thrive. I think 

Cap and Gown has been able to thrive because generations of women have gone above and beyond to connect with each other and 

welcome opportunities to serve students and the university. We have a clear role to play on campus, welcoming new generations of 

Stanford women each year at the Winter Welcome, creating a community for women leaders on campus with the Actives, and engag-

ing Alumnae, faculty, staff, and the community beyond with meaningful events and digital communications.  

As we look ahead to the decades to come, we have the opportunity to explore how we can continue to serve this mission of support-

ing women leaders of Stanford for generations to come. 

We took a moment this summer to survey all of you about your participation with the organization and how you might want to 

engage with Cap and Gown in the years to come. We found that you enjoy receiving the newsletter, but aren’t necessarily aware of all 

of the digital communications we are doing too. (You can read more about those in our communications update.) We also found that 

those of you whose lives have taken you beyond a reasonable driving distance from the Farm have found it harder to stay connected 

because you haven’t been able to attend events. (Check out all of the events coming across the country and around the world.)

In celebration of 110 years, I want to personally invite you to renew your engagement with Cap and Gown and offer a number of 

ways you can do that: 

• Contribute your story to our blog - see page 31

• Host or attend an event for Cap and Gown women in your region - see page 32

• Donate $110 to scholarships supporting the education of women - see page 33

• Don’t forget to pay your dues - see page 40

Letter from the Incoming President of the Alumnae Board
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Each and every one of you was tapped for a reason and your continued support of the organization is crucial to our continued success in 

supporting the women leaders of today and tomorrow.  

Speaking of the leaders of tomorrow, congratulations to all of the new Actives! We are so impressed by your accomplishments and wel-

come you to the community of Cap and Gown women. We look forward to seeing you at events and connecting with you for many years 

to come. 

I am so grateful for the community of Cap and Gown women. You all inspire me. Thank you Samantha Quist for your leadership of Cap 

and Gown over the past two years. I am honored to follow in your footsteps and carry forward this great tradition of women leaders. 

Thank you to everyone on the board; your time and commitment is so crucial to our execution of our mission. Thank you to every dues 

payer; we wouldn’t be able to do anything without your support. Thank you to every scholarship donor; your gifts mean so much the 

women who are able to continue their studies with your support. 

I’m so pleased to be able to celebrate 110 years of Cap and Gown with you and look forward to the decades to come. 

Sincerely,

Kathryn Kilner, ‘08
Cap and Gown Alumnae Board President

capandgownpresident@gmail.com

Members of the Alumnae Board
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Alumnae Board

The Alumnae Board serves to connect Cap and Gown Alumnae with each other and the Stanford community. 
This includes hosting events, supporting mentorship and communicating Cap and Gown news to members. 
The Alumnae Board meets four times a year and works with the Actives Board in planning and hosting Cap and 
Gown events. It also manages Cap and Gown’s scholarship funds and dues collection.

Kathryn Kilner, President
Kathy Chou, Vice President
Michelle Galloway, Vice President
Samantha Quist, Vice President
Ellen Petrill, Vice President
Ellen Cerf Slack, Treasurer
Kristen Glass, Secretary

Executive Board 2015-2016

Other Board  
Members

Carol Benz

Caitlin Callaghan

Beppie Cerf

Jean Coblentz

Ruth Cronkite

Angela Sherry Evans

Andrea Hinton

Shari Young Kuchenbecker

Jean Leonard

Melissa Luu-Van

Jessica Mahler

Ellie Mansfield

Robin Murphy

Kimi Narita

Susan Phillips

Reagan Thompson

Erica Toews

Naomi Waltman

Jacquelyn Wong

Reconnect with Cap and Gown alumnae and current students by joining the Alumnae Board. When you join the 
board, you have an instant set of friends spanning seven decades! The board also provides great opportunities to 
contribute, practice, and grow your leadership skills.

If you are interested in learning more about serving on the board or helping on a special program, please contact us 
through our website or email Kathryn Kilner at capandgownpresident@gmail.com. 

Come Join the Board 
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As we begin our post-under-

graduate careers and our time 

serving as the Actives Board 

for Stanford Cap and Gown 

comes to a close, we would like 

to say how deeply grateful we 

are to the Alumnae Board and 

broader Cap and Gown com-

munity for your support and 

guidance throughout this past 

year. You welcomed us with 

open arms in Spring 2014 when 

we were first selected to lead the current undergraduate members 

and represent the Actives to the Alumnae Board.  We were excited 

then at the prospect of working with and learning from Stanford’s 

most distinguished women leaders. However, we could never have 

anticipated how much all of you and Cap and Gown would come to 

mean to us. From contributing to conversations about the future of 

Cap and Gown at the retreat in October 2014 to working with you 

one-on-one and on event planning committees, we have relished the 

opportunity to engage with and learn from an abundance of fantastic 

role models.

In addition to helping plan Tapping Tea, Winter Welcome and 

Spring Brunch for 2014-15, we organized special events for the 

Actives that facilitated interpersonal bonding and explorations of op-

portunities in and approaches to life post-graduation. These unique 

Actives events included an Actives dinner at Treehouse, bread baking 

with Challah for Hunger, a Secret Valentine gift exchange and a Life 

After Stanford panel event featuring Cap and Gown Alumnae Board 

members.  We also connected Actives with Cap and Gown Alumnae 

through solicitation of career questions from the Actives, which 

were then answered by Alumnae with relevant experience. During 

our service as the Actives officers, we also developed a dossier of 

reference documents for use by future Cap and Gown Actives Boards 

with key information about event planning and other recommenda-

tions to guide future Actives leaders. 

 The cornerstone of the legacy we hope to leave with Cap and Gown 

is our Proposal for Diversity Enhancement Among Cap and Gown 

Actives. Cap and Gown strives to support and connect the most 

promising women leaders on campus and beyond. Speaking from 

our own experience as Actives, we 

can attest to how valuable Cap and 

Gown has been for us as a plat-

form for learning and developing 

relationships with peers and men-

tors. However, the composition 

of our Actives classes is not yet 

representative of the wide range of 

backgrounds among the accom-

plished and nascent women leaders 

on the Stanford campus. We know 

there are young women among 

the junior and senior classes who would make superb Cap and Gown 

members but do not apply to the organization. After managing the 

application and selection process in Fall 2014, we thought deeply 

about the underlying barriers to application and identified strategies 

that could be employed in future years to achieve broader representa-

tion among Cap and Gown applicants and inductees. Our resulting 

multi-pronged proposal was unanimously approved by the Alumnae 

Board at the Summer 2015 Board Meeting and was adopted by the 

2015-16 Actives Board for implementation.

 We will miss working with the Alumnae Board and our fellow 

Cap and Gown Actives, but we promise to stay in touch and we 

are confident that the Actives leadership is being passed into very 

capable hands for the coming year. To our fellow new graduates, we 

wish you all the best for your next adventure and hope it may be as 

challenging and fulfilling as your undergraduate years at Stanford. 

To the broader Cap and Gown alumnae community, we thank you 

for entrusting us with the leadership of the Actives this past year.  

We look forward to reconnecting at Cap and Gown alumnae events 

down the road!

With deep appreciation,

Laurie Rumker, ‘15 

Cap and Gown Actives Co-President

Eleanor Walker, ‘15 

Cap and Gown Actives Co-President

Rachel Waltman, ‘15 

Actives Vice President of Finance 

 Letter from the Outgoing Actives Presidents
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Our goal of strengthen-

ing connections is also 

fueled by our commit-

ment to inclusion and 

diversity, crucial pillars 

of Cap and Gown. It is 

of central importance 

to us that all members 

of the Stanford com-

munity feel they can 

have a role in Cap and 

Gown, whether these students choose to apply to join as 

members or simply elect to attend our Winter Welcome 

or Spring Brunch as guests and friends. 

Finally, we would like to extend our gratitude to the cur-

rent Actives, the prior Actives Board, and our outstand-

ing Alumnae Board for the trust and confidence they 

have placed in us. We are eagerly looking forward to 

making this a memorable year for every member of our 

remarkable community. 

Caroline Frost, ’16 

Cap and Gown Actives Co-President

Marisa Messina, ‘16 

Cap and Gown Actives Co-President

Sarah Sadlier, ‘16

Actives Vice President of Finance

Hello to our wonderful Cap 

and Gown community! 

We are very excited and 

extremely humbled to be 

leading the Actives in the 

2015-2016 school year. It 

promises to be a tremendous 

year with the opportunity to 

build and strengthen rela-

tionships between our cur-

rent Cap and Gown Actives, 

new members, and extraordinary alumnae. 

We are incredibly grateful to last year’s Actives Board – Elea-

nor Walker, Laurie Rumker, 

and Rachel Waltman – for 

their mentorship, support 

and friendship as we transi-

tion into our new roles. We 

have also been welcomed 

by the Alumnae Board and 

seamlessly integrated into 

the various planning teams 

that make Cap and Gown 

events so successful.

We were quite enthused to plan the Tapping Tea, as it is a 

pleasure to gather in celebration of our talented and diverse 

Stanford women. It was a great opportunity for our newest 

members to learn about the organization, connect with each 

other, and meet our inspiring alumnae; for our returning 

members, it was a great chance to reconnect and share stories 

of many months’ worth of amazing endeavors. As the year 

progresses, we hope to create manifold opportunities for our 

members to develop relationships with one another not only 

at our annual formal events but also through more intimate 

rendezvouses. We invite and encourage our alumnae to 

participate in all our events and connect with one another and 

with the Actives! 

Letter from the Incoming Actives Presidents

Caroline Frost 
Co-President

Marisa Messina 
Co-President

Sarah Sadlier  
Vice President, Finance
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Actives Board

2015-2016

The Actives Board serves as the liaison between the 

Actives and the Alumnae Board. In addition to select-

ing each year’s incoming Actives class, the Actives 

Board helps organize and host events and activities of 

interest and relevance to Actives.

Returning Actives

Anna Blue  • International Relations

Caley Petrucci • Psychology

Caroline Frost • Math and Computational Science

Carolyn Wheatley • International Relations

Elspeth Huscher • Economics

Elly Untermeyer • Human Biology

Emily Tang • Computer Science; Psychology

Hadley Reid • Human Biology

Isabel Arjmand • Management Science & Engineering

Justine De Silva • Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity

Jenni Allison • History; Psychology

Kate Mosle • History

Kristen Pownell • Electrical Engineering

Meelim Lee • Bioengineering

Marisa Messina • French; Symbolic Systems

Noelle Herring • East Asian Studies; Product Design

Noemi Berkowitz • Psychology; Theater and Performance 

Studies

Nathalie Weiss • Art History

Rachel Lee • Economics

Sarah Sadlier • American Studies; History

Saniya Kishnani • Human Biology

Ashley Semanskee • Human Biology

Sona Sulakian • Biology; Classics



Fall 2015

Stanford Cap and Gown

9

Tapping Tea 2015
The tradition of Tapping Tea is about so much more than touching shoulders and taking photos. 
Rather, it represents the beginning of each outstanding Active’s opportunities to rub shoulders 
with some of the most accomplished and impressive female superstars in her and older generations 
through the Cap and Gown network. It is an acknowledgement of the inspiration she offers through 
her leadership, service, and excellence. And it is a celebration of the indelibility of a strong commu-
nity of women.

This year marks a particularly monumental one in Cap and Gown’s history, as the organization is 110 
years old this year; the milestone added even more veneer to an already glistening evening. As we 
reviewed the history of Cap and Gown and reenacted the tapping ceremony, we could feel the power 
in the room full of women spanning six decades of graduation years and infinite years of collective 
wisdom and gumption. 

The new class of 41 Actives is richly talented, and we are delighted to bring them into the fold over 
the course of the year. Together, we have many happy memories to make...and many more photos to 
take! Time to “tea up” for an exciting 111th year! 

Congratulations and welcome to our new members!

Tapping Tea  

Committee

Samantha Quist, Co-Chair

Ruth Cronkite, Co-Chair

Marissa Messina, Actives Board Representative

Michelle Galloway

Ellie Mansfield
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Meet the new actives

NEGIN BEHZADIAN 
Class of 2017
Major Bioengineering
Hometown Tehran, Iran

Negin is a junior studying bioengineering and electrical engi-

neering, interested in medical imaging technology in order to 

better understand physiological phenomenon as well as enhance 

the efficacy of current diagnostic techniques. She has been an 

active contributor to multiple research projects at Stanford, 

with her current work at the Molecular Imaging Instrumenta-

tion Laboratory aimed at improving image accuracy and clinical 

viability of hybrid PET/MRI systems. Outside of classes and lab, 

she enjoys exploring the education enterprise, more specifically 

teaching as a professional and academic pursuit through serving 

on the leadership board of the Stanford Pre-Education Society. 

Negin is working towards combining her interests in health and 

education through her recent role as a content specialist at Vi-

sualXMed, an organization aimed at creating a culture of patient 

empowerment and health literacy by creating informative and 

engaging visual info-graphics.

HANNAH BOUTROS 
Class of 2016
Major Human Biology
Hometown Bhamdoun, Lebanon

As a Human Biology major with a concentration in Socio-

cultural Determinants of Child Health and Behavior, Hannah’s 

academic passions lie in critical issues in women’s and children’s 

health. Her biology capstone project seeks to create health 

education videos on safe breastfeeding, labor and delivery for 

Syrian refugee women. She has also sought out health initia-

tives to complement her coursework, as the Freshman Outreach 

Coordinator for Dance Marathon, Stanford’s largest studentrun 

philanthropy and as a Research Assistant in Stanford’s Emer-

gency Department. Her leadership involvement extends to the 

Visitor Center, where she is a Student Manager.

TAYLOR CHAMBERS 
Class of 2017
Major Political Science
Hometown Sacramento, California

Taylor Chambers is a senior who hopes to be an advocate for 

women and children as a family lawyer. She has explored how 

institutions affect family’s lives on campus as a Political Sci-

ence major and history minor, as well as off campus, studying 

women’s contemporary issues abroad at Oxford University. On 

campus she is a proud competitor and the Director of Internal 

Affairs for Stanford’s Mock Trial team, Co-President of Stan-

ford’s Pre-Law Society, and former student assistant at Stan-

ford’s Office of General Counsel. She is also passionate about 

serving her local communities and is very excited to be working 

in a family law clinic this year as a member of the Americorps 

Bay Area Justicecorps.

CHRISTINA CHWYL  
Class of 2016
Major Psychology (Honors)
Hometown Victoria, British 
Columbia

Christina Chwyl studies psychology with a concentration in 

neuroscience. Currently, Christina is working on translating her 

independent research into a self-compassion intervention for her 

honour’s thesis. As a peer counselor and outreach coordinator, 

Christina offers anonymous, confidential counseling to members 

of the Stanford community, teaches listening skills through com-

munity workshops, and organizes campus-wide events promoting 

wellness. Additionally, Christina loves helping others find their 

academic passions through tutoring and teaching.
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HOLLY DAYTON
Class of 2017
Major  History
Hometown Terrace Park, Ohio 

Holly Dayton is passionate about promoting student engage-

ment in the Humanities and the Arts. She encourages the 

creation of new student academic writing as a member of the 

History Undergraduate Research Journal Editorial Board, and 

advises the development of Humanities initiatives on campus 

as a member of the Humanities Advisory Council. She also sup-

ports student dramatic artists, serving this year as the producer 

of Ram’s Head Theatrical Society’s Original Winter One Act 

plays and having served last year on Ram’s Head’s Board of 

Directors.

ABBY DOW
Class of 2016
Majors  History and International 

Relations
Hometown Tulsa, Oklahoma

Abby is a senior from Tulsa, Oklahoma studying International Rela-

tions and History. She is an Education Fellow at the Haas Center, the 

Vice President of the Stanford Democrats, and the Vice President of 

Programming for the Stanford Pre-Education Society. She has spent 

two quarters abroad in Cape Town and Madrid, as well as two sum-

mers in her favorite place on earth, Stanford Sierra Camp.

JEN EHRLICH
Class of 2016
Major English (Honors) 
Hometown Amherst, NH

Jennifer Ehrlich is an English major concentrating on creative 

prose. After becoming ill as an adolescent, Jen discovered the 

power of stories to transport away from pain, maintain hope, 

and correct misconceptions. Embracing her skill as a nurturer 

and a writer, Jen has worked at a nonprofit start-up (Watsi) 

where she turned raw field information into individual narra-

tives, as well as to a publishing house (McSweeney’s) where she 

evaluated manuscript submissions. Jen is currently writing an 

honors thesis from Beyond Red Waters (the memoir of illness 

and redemption that she drafted during her gap year), and she 

has published in The Stanford Daily, blogged for the literary 

magazine, and written for The Leland Quarterly.

DANIELLE FRAGA 
Class of 2016
Major   Bioengineering
Hometown Lake Orion, Michigan

Danielle Fraga is a senior from Lake Orion, Michigan, major-

ing in Bioengineering. Her interests within Bioengineering 

are specific to regenerative medicine and stem cell therapies. 

Outside of academics, Danielle is a second-year captain of the 

Stanford Cheer Team and plays alto saxophone in the Stanford 

Wind Ensemble.
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GRACE GENG
Class of 2017
Majors  Economics; Mathematical & 

Computational Science 
Hometown Vancouver, Canada 

Grace is a junior dual major in Economics and Mathematical & 

Computational Science, with a coterm in Management Science & 

Engineering. Since awarded the President’s Award for Academic 

Excellence, she has been involved with academic research and in-

dependent study in Economics and financial analysis direction. On 

campus, Grace holds leadership positions at Stanford Consulting, 

Stanford Pre-Business Association, Stanford Chinese Dance, and 

Alpha Kappa Delta Phi.

EMILY GOLDFIELD
Class of 2017
Major Atmosphere and Energy 
Engineering
Hometown Sebastopol, California 

Emily is a junior majoring in Atmosphere and Energy En-

gineering, with the goal of becoming a leader in the envi-

ronmental sector in order to do her part in creating a more 

sustainable planet. Emily is a trip leader for Stanford Outdoor 

Education, and believes that many of the tools and values 

learnt in the backcountry are important to daily life and can 

help people see their lives from a different perspective. She 

particularly enjoys leading preorientation backpacking trips 

for incoming freshmen so that she can be a mentor in help-

ing them transition to college. She also represents Stanford 

as a tour guide and has held leadership positions within her 

sorority, and before coming to Stanford was the president of 

her high school as well as her school’s chapter of the California 

Scholarship Federation.

KAT GREGORY 
Class of 2016
Major  Computer Science
Hometown Portola Valley, CA

Kat is a CS major and HumBio minor. She gets a kick out of com-

bining logic and creativity to solve problems, and has researched 

with the HCI Lab and the GSB Behavioral lab, interned at Google 

and WhatsApp, and TA-ed COMPMED121, CS42 and CS106A. 

She is driven by connections with people, and is a second year RA, 

an Officer on the Stanford Running Club, former Junior Class 

President, and a ChiO. When not training for an ironman or 

finding excuses to get away with researching awesome things like 

chocolate, Sacha Baron Cohen, and pirates, Kat loves to adventure, 

ski, and laugh.

ALEXA HAUSHALTER
Class of 2017
Major   Mathematical and 

Computational Science 
(Honors)

Hometown Bellefontaine, OH

Alexa enjoys using her math and engineering backgrounds to un-

derstand how modern marvels work and improve the lives of oth-

ers. In her summer internship, she analyzed aggregated user data 

to improve user experience. She is a licensed pilot in the Stanford 

flying club, and flies single-engine aircraft to study cockpit safety. 

On campus, she serves on the Executive Events Team for Girls 

Teaching Girls to Code to develop  problem-solving events for 

high school girls curious about computer science.

Meet the new actives (continued)
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KELLY HERNANDEZ
Class of 2016
Major  Political Science
Hometown Santa Cruz, CA

Kelly Hernandez is a senior majoring in Political Science, 

minoring in Psychology, and pursuing a co-term in Sociology 

to be conferred this year. Her past and current leadership posi-

tions have been informed by her commitment to social justice 

and her community. She is currently a chair for MEChA de 

Stanford, an ASB trip co-leader, an Habla Tutoring Program 

Core member, a student representative on the Stanford Board 

on Judicial Affairs Committee, co-chair for El Centro Latino 

and Chicano Guiding Consilio Advisory Board, and director in 

US-Mex FoCUS (Forum for Cooperation Understanding and 

Solidarity).

SARAH HIRSHORN
Class of 2017
Major  Public Policy
Hometown West Harrison, New York

Sarah Hirshorn is a junior majoring in Public Policy with a 

self-designed concentration in social entrepreneurship. She is 

a member of the varsity lightweight rowing team, a national 

champion for the four with coxswain, and founder of SWEEP 

(Stanford Women’s Educational Erging Program)-- a program 

which teaches at risk youth how to row. After graduation, Sarah 

hopes to combine her passions for business, innovation, and social 

impact while continuing her commitment to community services.

JORDAN HUELSKAMP 
Class of 2017
Majors  American Studies; English
Hometown Fresno, CA

Whether storytelling through dance, narrative, or film, sharing 

her thoughts and dreams with others to inspire positive change 

is what Jordan has dedicated her Stanford experience to. As an 

American Studies major and former Chappell Lougee Fellow, she 

enjoys learning from the great American storytellers of the past, 

and exercising her own pen by writing pieces for WEST and The 

Stanford Chaparral. When she’s not in the library, you can find 

her dancing with the Stanford Band, or moseying around the Dish 

looking for edible flowers.

MAYA ISRANI
Class of 2017
Major   Computer Science
Hometown Portola Valley, CA

Maya is dedicated to dismantling the negative stereotypes of the 

technology industry that initially deterred her away from the 

field. As a section leader for Stanford’s introductory computer 

science courses, she strives to make the subject accessible and 

highlight the intersectionality of the field. At she++, a nonprofit 

dedicated to increasing diversity in tech, she spearheads all 

relationships with companies, ranging from giant tech corpora-

tions to venture capital firms to start-ups. She believes we are 

not effective coders in spite of our differences, but instead, we 

are effective coders because of our different backgrounds and 

perspectives.
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JOANNE JANG
Class of 2017
Majors  Computer Science; 

Mathematical & 
Computational Science 

Hometown  Pasadena, CA

Joanne is a junior from Pasadena, CA, double majoring in Math-

ematical & Computational Science and Computer Science and 

minoring in Translation Studies with a Spanish concentration. At 

Stanford, she teaches section for CS 106B, serves on the board of 

Stanford in Government as Director of Technology, and handles 

all things people- and curriculum-related as People Team Lead for 

Girls Teaching Girls To Code. Her main interests lie in working 

with data and the government, and she has interned at Disney, 

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, and the Office of Congress-

man Adam B. Schiff to explore the intersection.

ZABREEN KHAN
Class of 2017
Majors  Science, Technology & 

Society; Communication
Hometown Lahore, Pakistan

Zabreen is an avid writer and is studying the intersection of 

product design and the social sciences. Through her time in 

the Business Association of Stanford Entrepreneurial Students, 

MINT Magazine, and Alpha Phi, Zabreen aims to leave her im-

pact on the Stanford community. Outside of Stanford, Zabreen 

has worked at Disney, Andreessen Horowitz, and Facebook. 

Zabreen is passionate about women’s empowerment both in the 

United States and in developing countries and has written about 

and delivered a TEDx talk on the subject.

KATIE KIRSCH 
Class of 2016
Major  Product Design
Hometown Los Altos Hills, CA

After attending a prestigious all-girls school for seven straight years, 

Katie arrived at Stanford with a passion for women’s empowerment 

in education but a question about how to best address it. Once she 

discovered the Stanford d.school and the design thinking methodol-

ogy, she found her answer. Now, she’s a senior studying Product De-

sign Engineering, as well as the co-founder of a mobile design studio 

that inspires girls across America to become leaders of social change. 

Her dream is to use design to shape the future of education, empower 

youth, and change the world.

ELIZABETH MARGOLIN
Class of 2017
Major  Political Science
Hometown New Orleans, Louisiana 

Elizabeth is a junior majoring in political science, with a focus in 

security studies. She is the Editor-in-Chief of the Stanford Journal 

of International Relations, and the Interviews section editor for 

the Stanford Political Journal. She is also involved in the theater 

community, and works with the Asian American Theater Project, 

the Stanford Shakespeare Company, and Ram’s Head Theatrical 

Society. She hopes to complete a CISAC honors thesis during her 

senior year, and pursue a PhD in Political Science after gradua-

tion.

Meet the new actives (continued)
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MAIA MILLER 
Class of 2017
Major  Product Design 
Hometown Hopewell, New Jersey

Maia is a Product Design major and Computer Science minor, in-

terested in applying her skills and experience to community service. 

Among many other extracurricular activities, Maia is primarily 

involved in Challah for Hunger (as a Co-Director) and Design 

for America (as a Project Lead). She is incredibly passionate about 

design thinking and its applications, though she has many other 

interests, including art, writing, and education.

SRI MUPPIDI 
Class of 2017
Major  Economics 
Hometown Pleasanton, CA

Sri Muppidi is a junior, majoring in Economics with a minor in 

Creative Writing. She is interested in international development, 

having worked at the U.S. Federal Reserve and the Reserve Bank 

of India and having studied abroad in Oman and Turkey. On cam-

pus, she is involved with UNICEF and the Cardinal Fund, and she 

is currently writing a book about marriage customs in India.

SHELBY MYNHIER
Class of 2017
Major  Science, Technology & Society
Hometown Orange County, CA

Shelby Mynhier is a junior majoring in STS and minoring in Educa-

tion. She currently performs with the Stanford Improvisers, dances 

for two student groups, writes and photographs for Pulse Magazine, 

contributes to Camp Kesem as a program counselor, performs with 

the Stanford Theater Laboratory and is an active member of Tridelta. 

Over the last two years, she also traveled to India to teach English, 

Social Science and Computers to grades K-12 with the Project Dosti 

program, experienced the 2014-2015 year as a Stanford Dollie and 

interned at the Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles in the Research 

Communications department over the summer.

KATE NELSON 
Class of 2017
Major   Human Biology
Hometown Norwalk, Connecticut 

Kate Nelson is a junior majoring in Human Biology with a 

concentration in infectious disease systems. She is a part of the 

Stanford Undergraduate Research Journal where she is devel-

oping a companion research magazine to highlight researchers 

on campus for a wide audience. Kate is also a lead producer for 

the Stanford Storytelling Project and helps produce the podcast, 

State of the Human. This year she is thrilled to be a Resident 

Assistant in Donner.
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LAUREN NEWBY 
Class of 2017
Major  Political Science
Hometown Los Angeles, CA

Lauren is a Junior majoring in Political Science and minoring in 

Middle Eastern Languages, Literatures and Cultures. She is one 

of the co-founders of Students Supporting Body Positivity on 

campus, an executive on the board of Pi Beta Phi, and a member of 

Vice Provost Elam’s Student Advisory Group. She also works as a 

researcher at the Mapping Militant Organizations Project in CISAC 

and is a writing tutor at the Hume Center.

CLAIRE PATTERSON
Class of 2016
Major  American Studies (Honors)
Hometown Redwood City, CA

Claire has been greatly influenced by her near-decade of all-

women’s schooling, an education that inspired her to cultivate 

an extracurricular and scholarly community of women at Stan-

ford. After joining the Women’s Community Center as a public-

ity intern, she had the opportunity to do research and writing 

for the Michelle R. Clayman Institute for Gender Research. At 

the Clayman, Claire saw women’s leadership in action, motivat-

ing her to develop and co-teach an undergraduate class through 

the Office of Diversity & First Generation, aimed at facilitating 

dialogues of race, gender and class on campus. This teaching 

experience informed Claire’s decision to write an American 

Studies Honor’s Thesis on the representation of mixed race 

women in American literature under the direction of Professor 

of History, Allyson Hobbs.

CAYLA PETTINATO
Class of 2016
Major  Human Biology 
Hometown Harrison, New York

Cayla Pettinato is a senior majoring in Human Biology and minoring 

in Communication. Through her self-designed Human Biology con-

centration in Human Decisions and Entrepreneurship, she has been 

able to merge her interest in health, business and technology. Cayla is 

also the President of Pi Beta Phi, Co-Founder of a new organization 

on campus called Students Supporting Body Positivity and former 

Business Manager of Everyday People, Stanford’s Hip-Hop, R&B, 

Motown and Soul a cappella group.

KATHERINE PHAN 
Class of 2017
Major   Computer Science
Hometown Tacoma, Washington

A Seattle native, Katherine Phan is a junior studying computer 

science and actively seeking ways to combine her academic 

interests to promote equality in technology and engage in social 

good endeavors. Her past work includes organizing leader-

ship conferences for female students and professionals pursu-

ing opportunities in technology and STEM fields, managing 

academic summits and discussions to motivate Asian American 

low income students, and engineering drones and robots for 

humanitarian efforts. When she isn’t engaged with dialogue on 

engineering or diversity, she can be found working near local 

bakeries, or trekking through the Bay Area outdoors.

Meet the new actives (continued)
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LILIA POPOVA 
Class of 2017
Major  Biology
Hometown Ann Arbor, Michigan

Lilia is a Junior at Stanford pursuing a degree in Biology, with a 

minor in the History of Medicine. She has participated in multiple 

research projects in the Biology and History departments, including 

an independent research project funded by a Chappell Lougee Fel-

lowship this past summer. On campus, Lilia has served as Director 

of Philanthropy for her sorority for the past year and also volun-

teers with EPATT and Palo Alto’s Girls to Women.

BRITTANY PRESTEN 
Class of 2016
Major  Biomechanical Engineering
Hometown Orinda, CA

Brittany Presten is a senior studying Biomechanical Engineer-

ing and is interested in designing prosthetic and orthotic devices. 

She hopes to combine studies in engineering with policy and 

healthcare to help make these biomechanical devices accessible to 

global communities. Brittany draws inspiration from her experi-

ences interning 5 consecutive summers with Autodesk, where she 

works with product teams to design CAD software tools, and her 

experiences on the Stanford Varsity and Team USA Lightweight 

rowing teams. Brittany is co-captain of the Stanford Varsity 

Lightweight team.

MICHELLE RAMSEIER 
Class of 2017
Major  Chemical Engineering
Hometown San Rafael, CA

Michelle Ramseier is a junior studying Chemical Engineering, with 

a research focus on biomaterials and tissue engineering. This year, 

she hopes to help develop a thriving community of diverse female 

engineers on campus as the Vice President of Internal Affairs for 

the Stanford Society of Women Engineers (SWE). In addition, she 

is a member and Co-Marketing chair for Cardinal Ballet Company, 

an officer in Stanford’s branch of American Institute of Chemical 

Engineers (AIChE), and a leader in Stanford’s Intervarsity Christian 

Fellowship.

CARRA RENTIE 
Class of 2017
Major   Linguistics
Hometown Arlington, Texas

Carra Rentie is a junior majoring in linguistics and minoring 

in translation. Her main interests in the field are bilingualism 

and second language acquisition. In her spare time, she volun-

teers with Learning Ally by recording audiobooks designed for 

children with learning disabilities, serves as co-director of the 

Stanford Gospel Choir, and is a student leader of Black Campus 

Ministries. She is also active in Black Student Union and Chi 

Alpha Christian Ministries.
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Meet the new actives (continued)

ISABELLA ROBBINS 
Class of 2017
Major  Art History
Hometown Tuba City, Arizona

Isabella Robbins, class of 2017, is majoring in Art History with a 

focus in museum practices. Her academic interests include con-

temporary Indigenous fashion and art and the representations 

of Indigenous Peoples in museums. She is currently a Co-Chair 

of the Stanford American Indian Organization, Junior President 

of Kaorihiva, an intern to the Curator of the Arts of Africa and 

the Americas at the Cantor Arts Center and co-leading a student 

initiated course.

CHRISTINA SMITH 
Class of 2016
Major  Classics (Latin)
Hometown Seattle, Washington

Christina Smith’s passion for the medieval Celtic world is evi-

dent in her university course selection and extra-curriculars… all 

the way down to the most mundane conversations she has with 

her hall-mates. Apart from sharing her joy of Scottish culture 

through traditional fiddle music (which she has played for 

fifteen years), Christina can be found practicing uncial script (a 

medieval script from c.710 CE) with middle-schoolers, reading 

aloud (in Latin and English) the writings of the Venerable Bede 

(c.731 CE) to residents of a retirement community, fielding 

questions on why study of the humanities (and particularly, the 

medieval) matters, and leading Stanford’s Manuscript Club and 

Evensong. Christina also finds immense joy--and challenge--in 

her years of work with the North American branch of Viva, a 

non-profit organization based in Oxford (UK) and committed to 

helping children living in poverty.

EMILY STEBBINS 
Class of 2017
Majors  Iberian and Latin American 

Cultures; Science, 
Technology & Society 

Hometown Holliston, MA

Emily is a junior double majoring in two seemingly unrelated fields 

(Iberian & Latin American Cultures and Science, Technology & 

Society) that allow her to explore her passion for how culture inter-

sects with how we approach health and biotechnology. As an aspir-

ing doctor, she became interested in these subjects after taking a gap 

year before attending Stanford in which she independently travelled, 

interned, and volunteered in 11 countries in mainly Latin America. 

She has continued working with at-need communities at Stanford, and 

currently co-leads a health education program for domestic violence 

survivors. Emily is an officer on the ski team and her love for the out-

doors inspired her to co-found the Stanford Outdoor House, which is 

a new theme house on campus that administration approved this year 

after over a year of petitioning to create the community.

KIMBERLY TAN 
Class of 2017
Major   Economics
Hometown Saratoga, CA

Kimberly Tan, an Economics major 

and Mathematical and Computational Science minor, is in-

volved in a vast array of activities spanning the financial, policy, 

and social impact spheres. In addition to being Editor-in-Chief 

of Stanford’s Economics Journal, she is on the Board of Direc-

tors of the Charles R. Blyth Fund, a group that invests a portion 

of Stanford’s endowment. She was also Vice Chair for Stanford 

in Government, Stanford’s largest public policy group, and is 

Financial Officer for Dance Marathon, the largest student-run 

philanthropic event in the Bay Area.
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BRITTANY TORREZ  
Class of 2016
Major  Psychology (Honors) 
Hometown Sacramento, CA

Brittany Torrez is a Senior Psychology major with Honors. She 

has conducted extensive research in the Social Neuroscience Lab 

on the promotion of generosity, empathy and the relationship 

between social class and helping behavior. In addition, she has 

worked at the Bridge Peer Counseling Center for more than two 

years and currently serves as the Outreach Coordinator to help 

promote the Bridge and encourage students to call in. In the fu-

ture, she would like to obtain a graduate degree in Psychology in 

order to continue the research she has begun as an undergradu-

ate through her Honors Thesis.

SHARON TSENG  
Class of 2017
Major  Electrical Engineering
Hometown Santa Clara, CA

Sharon is a junior majoring in Electrical Engineering with a 

concentration in energy and the environment. With a passion 

for education and teaching, she leads various Stanford organiza-

tions tackling the issue of educational inequity. As an Educa-

tional Partnership Fellow of the Haas Center for Public Service, 

Sharon coordinates Science in Service, an after-school mentor-

ing program that matches Stanford students with students in 

neighboring communities and aims to improve diversity in 

STEM. Sharon is also School Outreach Coordinator for the 

Stanford Outdoor Outreach Program, which takes high school 

students on outdoor trips to increase access to the outdoors.

VICTORIA YEOW  
Class of 2017
Major  Economics 
Hometown Singapore

Victoria is a junior majoring in Economics, minoring in French, and 

currently applying to a coterm in MS&E to further her passion for 

finance, which she intends to eventually turn into a career. Outside 

of classes, she captains the Stanford Ballroom Dance Team, leads the 

World Peace Buddhists club as their president, and serves as treasurer 

and board member for her sorority, alpha Kappa Delta Phi. She is ac-

tive in the local Buddhist community and is currently co-planning an 

upcoming course in Peace Studies to be taught at Stanford.

ALLISON YUEN  
Class of 2017
Major   Computer Science
Hometown  Los Altos, CA

Allison Yuen is a junior majoring in Computer Science. She 

developed and taught workshops for Stanford Women in 

Computer Science as well as Girls Teaching Girls to Code, 

and took the initiative to independently create course materi-

als for Stanford’s CS107 course in Computer Organization and 

Systems. Allison learned about leadership and innovation during 

her summer internships at Slack Technologies and StartX. She 

enjoys opportunities for leadership in the creative arena as well, 

such as cofounding and leading a woodwind quintet, and being a 

founding member and webmaster of the Stanford Collaborative 

Orchestra.
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Congratulations to the new members 
of Cap and Gown, 2015!

Meet the new actives (continued)

ANNA ZAPPONE 
Class of 2017
Major  Symbolic Systems
Hometown Houston, Texas

Anna Zappone is a Junior majoring in Symbolic Systems with 

a concentration in Artificial Intelligence. She was appointed 

the Chi Omega Director of Marketing and Social Media her 

freshman year, and then was slated as Chi Omega Panhellenic 

Representative. In addition, Anna was on the ASSU Cabinet 

for Emotional Well Being as a freshman and is one of this year’s 

Junior Class Presidents.
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Stanford Women Winter Welcome 2015
You Don’t Belong in a Box

On January 27, 2015, over 125 Stanford women 
gathered for the 10th annual Stanford Women 
Winter Welcome and together made a magical 
evening of inspiration and learning. Over half 
were freshmen and sophomores, the focus of the 
Winter Welcome, which is designed to build com-
munity among Stanford women and especially to 
welcome the newest members to this community.  

Sharon Long, the William C. Steere, Jr. - Pfizer 
Inc. Professor in Biological Sciences and Professor, 
by courtesy, of Biochemistry, welcomed us and 
encouraged us to nurture and be nurtured by our 
community. She revealed a sense of envy of the 
freshman woman’s experience at Stanford because 
as a freshman at Caltech, she was one of only four 
women in her class. Sharon’s presence added con-
tinuity to the event as she was the 2014 Winter 
Welcome keynote speaker. She is also an honorary 
member of Cap and Gown and a founder of the 
Winter Welcome. 

Our keynote speaker this year was Sheri Sheppard, 
the Burton J and Deedee McMurtry University 
Fellow in Undergraduate Education and Professor 
of Mechanical Engineering.    

From her perch on a stool, she showed us that 
kids’ books have meaning at all life stages, includ-
ing favorites The Phantom Tollbooth and Oh, the 
Places You’ll Go! This served as a launching point 
to go deeper with stories about decisions, boxes, 
and community.

Decisions  

We make them all the time. Some are really hard. 
College is typically our first big decision. Sheri 
first planned to study to become a concert violinist 
and composer and was accepted at Juilliard, Bos-
ton Conservatory, and Oberlin but found herself 
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filled with doubts: “Am I good enough? Am I will-
ing to devote my entire life to music?” 

Her dad was an engineer and suggested she con-
sider engineering or law. Sheri decided to try 
engineering and studied engineering mechanics at 
Wisconsin and went on to earn a PhD in mechani-
cal engineering at Michigan. One regret was that 
she put down her music for 30 years, though Sheri 
has picked her violin back up again with joy. 

Advice:  It does not have to be either-or (e.g., music or 

engineering).  

Work decisions can also be tricky. Sheri worked 
in engineering at the big three automakers – Ford, 
GM, and Chrysler. She came to Stanford in 1986 
as an assistant professor – the first woman on the 
faculty in the Mechanical Engineering Department 
- later becaming an associate professor in 1993 and 
full professor in 2005. While an instructor and 
fracture mechanics researcher, she was also drawn 
to engineering education and how to help students 
learn engineering more effectively in particular. 

She won grants to do this work and over the 

years, kept making the same decision – against her 
mentors’ advice – to continue to work on how to 
better teach engineering. Her research in educat-
ing engineers has paid off for students as reflected 
in awards won: the 2010 Stanford Walter J. Gores 
Award, the university’s highest honor for excel-
lence in teaching; and the U.S. Professor of the 
Year sponsored by CASE (Council for Advance-
ment and Support of Education) and the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. 
Recognizing that women in engineering might 
especially need a community of women engineers, 
Sheri launched ME Women over 15 years ago. 

Advice:  Follow your driving interests, even if your 

mentors don’t agree. Get connected with the societies 

associated with your work.  
   

Boxes  

Boxes are labels we get assigned, assign ourselves, 
and assign others. Some labels are useful, like 
“chair” and some are not, like “the woman engi-
neer,” the label Sheri had at Chrysler. Some are 
neither, like “happy” or “tall.” Some are based on 
what we think others, like our parents, expect. In 
any case, be aware of labels you might be stuck in, 
like “not good in math.”  Don’t expect to be stuck 
there. 

Advice:  Identify labels you may have and think about 

what living without these labels could enable.
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Community  

You may often work alone but also as part of a 
team within a bigger system. Think about those 
kinds of bigger systems, and how they support 
you. There are many types of communities that 
can help you nurture your interests, be a sound-
ing board, help you celebrate, and lift you up 
when you are down.  There are communities 
to challenge you to take a leap of faith or work 
harder than you might on your own. Seek them 
out for those challenges that may drive you and 
the warmth and love, hugs, and help when you 
need it. Sheri talked about her fear of being a 
parent and how the community of new parents 
calmed her. Sheri was president of the condo-
minium complex board for 15 years and on the 
board of her daughter’s school. She found these 
different communities as sources of support and 
growth.

Advice:  Find communities that support and stretch 

you.

Final Advice

Sheri encouraged talking to people, especially 
faculty who love to talk with students. She rec-
ommended asking faculty broader questions than 
those just related to assignments, such as “How 
does your course relate to your body of work? 
What was your career path? I read your piece 

on…. and I have these questions about it…” 

Challenge:  Have three significant talks with 
faculty.  

She also encouraged exploring to find out what 
excites you and to prioritize what is most impor-
tant.  And remember, it is not either-or. You can 
be techie and fuzzy.  

Sheri ended with a quote that was meaningful to 
her:

“I knew that if I allowed fear to overtake me, 

my journey was doomed. Fear, to a great ex-

tent, is born of a story we tell ourselves, and so 

I chose to tell myself a different story from the 

one women are told. I decided I was safe. I was 

strong. I was brave. Nothing could vanquish 

me.” 

― Cheryl Strayed, Wild: From Lost to Found on 
the Pacific Crest Trail

The evening continued with discussions at each 
table among women faculty and staff, undergrad-
uate and graduate students, and alumnae about 
their hopes and fears and how community could 
challenge and support them. Stanford women, 
both seasoned and fresh to campus, came away 
with new thoughts and new friends, ready to 
begin a new story of how we women are and can 
be.

Women Welcome  

Committee 

Ellen Petrill, Chair

Beppie Cerf

Ellen Cerf Slack

Ruth Cronkite

Michelle Galloway

Kathryn Kilner

Jessica Mahler

Laurie Rumker 

Naomi Waltman
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Cap and Gown members are hosting regional events in Austin, Boston, London, Los 
Angeles, Phoenix/Tuscon, San Francisco, Tri-State (NJ/NY/CT), Washington D.C. 

through the end of February. If you would like to attend an event, please reach out to the 
event host for details. Contact information listed below.

0

Number of Members:

1-9 10-24 25-50 50+

Addie Swartz (Boston) addie111@gmail.com

Brenda Chavez (Los Angeles) coyolxa2@yahoo.com 

Amy Kroll (Washington D.C.) amyakroll@gmail.com

Claudette Shaw (Newport Beach) uturkey@icloud.com 

Emma Adamo (London) emma@veritypark.com 

Jane Fetter (La Jolla) janefetter@att.net

Katie Smith Milway (Boston) KatieSmith.Milway@bridgespan.org 

Lillian Mitchell (Austin) lillian.mitchell@gmail.com

Lily McElwee (San Francisco) lmcelwee@alumni.stanford.edu

Shari Young Kuchenbecker (Los Angeles) shariyo@gmail.com

Sheenie Ambardar (Los Angeles) sheentastic@gmail.com 

Sue York (Phoenix/Tuscon) seyork@ewing1.com

Where do Cap and Gown Members Live?
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Australia
Belgium
Canada
China
England
France
Germany
Guatemala
Hong Kong
India

Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Netherlands
Philippines
Scotland
Singapore
South Africa
Spain
Switzerland

Taiwan
Trinidad and Tobago
United Kingdom
Venezuela

Countries with Cap and Gown Members:
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Spring Brunch 2015

“Life is a journey with a perpetual learning curve.”  

It’s not every day that you meet an internationally renowned 

physicist with an IMDb profile, but Dr. JoAnne Hewett is just that 

and more. On Saturday, April 25, she graciously joined us at the 

Stanford Faculty Club for the Cap and Gown Spring Brunch to 

share her story and insights from her accomplished career.

JoAnne is the Director of the Elementary Particle Physics Divi-

sion at SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory. She spends her 

time probing the fundamental nature of the universe, thinking 

about what’s possible, coming up with theories, and testing them. 

Though inevitably most of the hypotheses are wrong, she is look-

ing forward to getting more data to test her latest theories when 

the CERN accelerator is turned on again.

JoAnne was the first woman on the faculty at SLAC and described 

almost always being the only woman in the room. Back in high 

school she remembers there being some women in her math and 

science classes, but as she continued her studies there were fewer 

and fewer women. When she found herself to be the only woman 

in her graduate program, she recalled pointing to the women 

who had published papers to quiet any naysayers who questioned 

whether women could do physics.

A Life of Discovery: Inspiration, Exploration, and Giving Back

Actives Presidents and Alumnae Board President welcome JoAnne Hewett as honorary member of Cap and Gown.
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As she started her career at SLAC and later moved into leadership 

positions, she continues to find herself in many situations as the 

only person with two X chromosomes, but is pleased to see a wave 

of women behind her and makes a concerted effort to welcome and 

support them. Her advice for women in all industries: speak up and 

have confidence.

Not forgetting to have fun was another piece of advice. In college, 

JoAnne was in the marching band, though she admits it was not as 

rambunctious as the Leland Stanford Junior University Marching 

Band.

JoAnne also described how important role models have been for 

her. Like many of us, one of her first role models was her mother, 

who pursued her own academic interests and even ventured to take 

calculus when none of the other girls did. Her instructor was skep-

tical of a girl taking calculus, but she aced the class and the teacher 

told her to let the boys have a chance. It was an important lesson 

for JoAnne that women can accomplish anything if they focus on 

doing so.

For JoAnne, that’s physics. She didn’t take her first physics class 

until college, but immediately fell in love with how practical it was 

and was excited that she could “use math to do something.” Physics 

continues to be her passion, as seen by how her eyes sparkle when 

she describes “up quarks” and “down quarks,”  “top quarks” and 

“bottom quarks,” and don’t forget “strange quarks” and “charmed 

quarks“. “Find your passion and follow it,” she advised. “Then hard 

work won’t feel like work. You will have fun and thrive.” When 

you’re interested in what you’re doing, then you will excel. “Be 

yourself. All things will fall in place if you are passionate about 

what you do.”

Following the presentation, Michelle Galloway facilitated a tradi-

tional Tapping Ceremony along with Alumnae Board President 

Samantha Quist and the Actives Board to welcome Dr. Hewett 

into Cap and Gown as an honorary member. We are pleased to 

celebrate the contributions of JoAnne to the field of particle physics 

and science education, and acknowledge her example of blazing 

trails as a role model for women across a wide range of fields.

Final words of advice: Don’t let someone tell you that you can’t. Go for 

it and do it.
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Spring Brunch  

Committee 

Kathryn Kilner, Co-Chair

Shari Kuchenbecker, Co-Chair

Ruth Cronkite

Marley Kornreich

Robin Murphy

Congratulations to the New Honorary 

Dr. JoAnne Hewett, the first female faculty member and 

Head of Elementary Particle Physics at the SLAC National 

Accelerator Laboratory at Stanford, has explored the tiniest 

building blocks of the universe and shaped the direction 

of the field of particle physics. She is Chair-Elect of the 

Division of Particles and Fields of the American Physical 

Society and recently participated in the announcement 

seminar at Stanford where she discussed the implications 

of the Higgs Boson discovery at CERN (in Geneva) by an 

international consortium of physicists, including a group 

from Stanford. Before joining SLAC in 1994, she received 

her BS, MS, and PhD in mathematics and physics from Iowa 

State University. 

Her research interests include the electroweak interactions 

within and beyond the Standard Model, as well as 

heavy flavor physics and signatures of extra space-time 

dimensions. She is committed to increasing the public 

knowledge of science and blogs for Discovery Magazine. 

It’s not every day that you come across a physicist with an 

IMDb profile, but Dr. Hewett has one for her appearances 

in the Curiosity Discovery Communications documentary 

series narrated by different celebrity hosts.  
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Graduation Tea 2015
On Graduation weekend, graduating Cap and 
Gown seniors and their families and volunteers 
from the Cap and Gown Alumnae Board came 
together at Kathy Chou’s home to celebrate the 
graduates’ progression from Stanford to the world 
beyond.

Ellen Petrill and Jessica Mahler snapped photos of 
the seniors and their families as they came in, then 
printed and arranged them in lovely frames as part-
ing gifts to be given to graduates on their way out. 
Samantha Quist, Kathy Chou, and Naomi Waltman 
mingled with the seniors and their families inside.

Nearly a dozen Alumnae Board members came to-
gether to provide lunch, dessert, and even a custom 
cake commemorating the Cap and Gown graduates’ 
accomplishments. Most families pulled up lawnside 
chairs in shady tents in the backyard and took the 
opportunity to eat, rest, and relax from the hectic 
schedule of graduation activities back on campus.

About 70 graduates and family members joined 
the festivities. One graduate said she will spend the 
coming year in the Associate Product Management 
training program at Google. Another plans to stay 

on campus and begin graduate studies. A third will 
be pursuing international travel and work opportu-
nities.

However diverse their career and educational 
choices may be, they will forever keep their Cap 
and Gown experience and membership in common, 
joining the ranks of over 2,000 Cap and Gown 
Alumnae worldwide.

Congratulations, 2015 Graduates! 



Stanford Cap and Gown

Fall 201530

Congratulations  

to all of the graduates!  

We look forward to hearing about the next steps in 

your journeys and being a part of your futures.

Graduation Tea   

Committee 

Ellen Petrill, Chair

Kathy Chou

Jessica Mahler

Samantha Quist

Naomi Waltman
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In honor of our 110 years of connecting and cele-
brating women leaders at Stanford, here’s a current 
snapshot of the 2,318 accomplished women who 
comprise Cap and Gown’s membership today:

Earned a BA from Stanford: 2068
Earned a BS from Stanford: 336
Hold multiple Stanford degrees: 741
Graduated from Stanford before 1965: 401
Doctors: 409
Professors: 80
CEOs: 22
Vice Presidents: 28
Stanford parents: 260
Residing outside the United States: 73
Most common first name: Susan (52)
United States Supreme Court Justices: 1
Oldest living member: Class of 1935
New actives inducted in 2015: 41

 

Kathryn Kilner, who served as communications chair 
for the past few years, became President of the Alum-
nae Board this year. We are so grateful for all the hard 
work she has done to increase communication channels 
among our members. She remains active with the com-
munications committee, and we are excited to continue 
her initiatives as well as envision new projects.

This year, we focused our efforts on increasing content 
for our blog. The most interesting and relevant sto-
ries are about the women of Cap and Gown, so board 
members have interviewed other alumnae and written 
articles about them. Check out these fascinating and 
inspiring stories on our blog.

The Alumnae Board sent out a survey to our members 
earlier this year. One objective was to solicit more con-
tent for the blog. Several women indicated an interest in 
writing articles about themselves: we highly encourage 
you to do so since each of you has a wonderful story to 
tell. For those of you who indicated that you would like 
someone to interview you and write an article based on 
the interview, look out for an email connecting you to 
a current Active. Forging relationships between under-
graduates and alumnae is a great way to strengthen the 
fibers of our organization.

Don’t forget to connect with us on social media!

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stan-
fordcapandgown

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/
groups?home=&gid=1979468 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/StanfordCapGown

 

Cap and Gown: By 
the Numbers 

Cap and Gown  
Communications 

Communications 

Committee 

Erica Toews, Chair

Kristen Glass

Shari Kuchenbecker

Melissa Luu-Van

Ellie Mansfield

Robin Murphy

Kimi Narita

Reagan Thompson
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Regional Events

Cap and Gown in the South Bay

Although we all lived on the Farm at one point in time, the journeys of Cap and Gown women take them 
all of the world after graduation. While it’s easier for some to get back to the Farm for events than others, 
we’re beginning to host regional events to give more alumnae the chance to connect in person. This year, 
Cap and Gown members are hosting events in Austin, Boston, London, Los Angeles, Phoenix, San Fran-
cisco, New York, and Washington D.C. We hope those of you who live near any of these locations will 
attend your regional event and celebrate the 110th anniversary of Cap and Gown! 

Both actives and alumnae came together at Michelle Galloway’s lovely home in Los Altos, CA, on Septem-
ber 26 to kick off the regional celebrations of Cap and Gown’s 110th year.  The day started with the Fall 
Alumnae Board Meeting and expanded to include about 40 Cap and Gown members from the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area and beyond.  Ellen Petrill helped Michelle host the event, which offered opportunities to 
renew friendships and make new acquaintances spanning the generations.  Kathryn Kilner, President of 
the Alumnae Board, welcomed attendees and facilitated icebreaker activities that effectively ensured that 
everyone met someone new. It was a wonderful occasion that brought together Stanford women from 
current actives to members who could share stories of the university in the 1940’s.  We were thrilled to 
connect and become better acquainted with this diverse group of Stanford leaders.  Many thanks to every-
one who contributed to such a successful event!

Interested in Hosting an Event in Your Region? 

Contact Naomi Waltman at naomi.waltman@cbs.com for more information on how you 
can get started. 
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Cap and Gown is honored to support the academic pursuits of undergraduate women at Stanford. 
Every year, deserving women students are selected based on their academic performance and 
qualifications. These scholarships help these students take full advantage of the wide range of 
opportunities at Stanford. 

Thank you for your help in supporting these women. 

Cap and Gown Scholarship Funds

Approximate Value of Funds as of October 9, 2015 

Market Value Book Value
Rosamond Clarke Bacon $ 483,554.82 $261,589.47

Bettye Luhnow Bailey $551,941.29 $396,941.59

Margaret C. Barr $958,334.18 $189,134.00

Cap and Gown $2,261,019.21 $731,225.08

Cap and Gown Centennial $ 629,745.38 $457,099.37

Sandra Day O’Connor $670,987.22 $239,586.40

Support Cap and Gown Scholarships  

Thank you all for your continued support of Stanford Cap 
and Gown, our Actives, and the women students who receive 
support through our scholarships. As the oldest continuous 
student group at Stanford, it means so much to our Actives 
and scholarship awardees to know that those coming before 
still care and actively invest in their futures. 

In honor of our 110 years, we invite you to contribute $110 
today to the Cap and Gown scholarship of your choice‒or to 
each of them if you feel so moved. We rely on your gifts to Cap 
and Gown scholarships and appreciate your generosity. 

If you are a member of the Stanford Alumni Association, you 
can do this online through our website: https://capandgown.
stanford.edu/donate/. You can also mail in a check along with 
the donor form at the end of this newsletter to P.O. Box 19005, 
Stanford, CA 94309. 

We are grateful for your generosity and commitment to Stanford Cap and Gown.
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Scholarship Recipients, 2015-2016

The Rosamond Clarke Bacon Cap & Gown Undergraduate Scholarship Fund was established in 
October 1993 to provide scholarships to undergraduate students at Stanford with a preference for junior and 
senior women students. 

Recipient: Alexis Schoenberg, ’17, from Tehachapi, California

The Bettye Luhnow Bailey Cap & Gown Scholarship Fund was established in March 2002 to provide 
scholarships to undergraduate students at Stanford with a preference for women students.  

Recipient: Sonja Jorgensen Lockhart, ’16, from Brooklyn, New York

The Margaret C. Barr Cap & Gown Scholarship Fund was established in February 1985 to provide 
scholarships to undergraduate students at Stanford with a preference for women students who participate in 
sports.

Recipients: Rachel Johnson, ’16, from Davis, California

Leah Stevens, ’19, from Prospect, Kentucky

The Cap and Gown Scholarship Fund was established in December 1956 to provide scholarships to 
undergraduate students at Stanford with a preference for women students. 

Recipients: April Raymundo Alcantara, ’16, from Sherman Oaks, California

Allison Brown, ’16, from Danville, California

Sierra Kephart-Clary, ’16, from Rancho Cordova, California

The Cap and Gown Centennial Scholarship Fund was established in October 2001 in honor of the 
Centennial of Cap and Gown in the year 2005 to provide scholarships to undergraduate students at Stanford 
with a preference for women students. 

Recipient: Melissa Diaz, ’16, from San Mateo, California

The Sandra Day O’Connor Cap and Gown Scholarship Fund was established in April 1989 to provide 
scholarships to undergraduates at Stanford, with a preference for women from a town with a population 
less than 25,000 who would bring diversity to the student body because of their race, religion, hometown, 
aspirations, physical limitations, and outlooks, and who exhibit a sense of respect for, and love of, the land. 

Recipient: Julia Wagenfehr, ’18, from Pinetop, Arizona
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In Memoriam  

2014-2015

Mrs. Margaret T. Corey, ‘43, ’44
Mrs. Mary Meyer Daegling-Baty, ’50
Mrs. Nancy G. Hutchinson, ’51
Mrs. Lewis Robert Leis, ’48 
Mrs. Eleanor B. Stern, ’47, ’73
Mrs. Dorothy Kidd Walters, ’57, ’58 

Scholarship Donors
The following people made donations to the scholarship funds sponsored by Cap and Gown in 
the last year. Every donation, regardless of size, contributes to the success of our scholarship 
program. Thank you for your generosity and support.

Ms. Sarah Gemma Flanagan, B.A. ‘73, JD ‘76, LL.M. ‘78 

David G. Harnden, B.A. ‘68, M.D. ‘72

Susan Bailey Harnden, B.A. ‘70, M.D. ‘82

Mrs. Esther Ball Hewlett, B.A. ‘70

Miss Elva Fay Brown, M.A. ‘55

Ms. L. Susan Cabrera, B.A. ‘71, M.A. ‘72

Mrs. Irma Jean Crouch, B.A. ‘42, M.A. ‘43

Ms. Margaret Colter Donovan, B.A. ‘82, M.A. ‘89

Mrs. Virginia Sterry Hislop, B.A. ‘40, M.A. ‘41

Mrs. Nancy F. Jackson, B.A. ‘60

Mrs. Marie W. Krenz, B.A. ‘47, M.A. ‘48

Mrs. Harriet T. Lawrence, B.A. ‘56

Ms. Arunima Sharon Orr, B.A. ‘68, M.A. ‘94

Ms. Carol Hill Sox, B.S. ‘61, M.A. ‘62, ENG ‘90

Mrs. Margaret Schilling Strong, B.A. ‘42, M.A. ‘49

Professor Mary V. Sunseri, B.A. ‘38, M.A. ‘40

Ms. Georgia Lee Sutherland, B.S. ‘61, M.S. ‘64

Mrs. Lynn T. Touton, B.S. ‘68, M.D. ‘72

Ms. Celia B. Lottridge, B.A. ‘57, M.L.S ‘59

Ms. Shirley D. Patton, B.A. ‘58

Mrs. Marcia Rider, B.A. ‘59, M.A. ‘61

Dr. Eugene D. Sharp, B.S. ‘54, M.S. ‘56, Ph.D. ‘62

Mrs. Nancy Clark Sharp, B.A. ‘53, M.A. ‘54

Mrs. Kilbee Cormack Brittain, B.A. ‘53, Ph.D. ‘63

Mrs. Beppie Weintz Cerf, B.A. ‘79

Mrs. Jean G. Coblentz, B.A. ‘47

Harbor Lights Foundation

Shari Young Kuchenbecker, B.A. ‘70, M.A. ‘73, Ph.D. ‘76

Michelle L. Li, B.S. ‘93, M.D. ‘97

Mrs. Elinor Weiss Mansfield, B.A. ‘58, LL.B. ‘60

Mrs. Peggy Jane Martin, B.A. ‘48, M.A. ‘50

Ms. Henrietta Bartizal Pons, B.A. ‘62, M.B.A ‘79

Mrs. Judy Robertson, B.S. ‘57

Stanford Cap and Gown

Ms. Alison Dice Wells, B.A. ‘48
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Alexandra McKinney, ‘12
Alexandra (Ali) McKinney graduated from Yale Law School in 

May 2015. She recently moved to Anchorage, AK to clerk for Chief 

Justice Craig Stowers of the Alaska Supreme Court. Her Alaskan 

hobbies include trying not to get mauled by bear or moose, hiking, 

kayaking, and photography. Ali enjoyed her law school internship 

exploring client development and marketing work at Priori Legal, 

a legal marketplace startup. She hopes to pursue similar opportuni-

ties with these types of startups after her clerkship. 

Alyssa Lo, ‘12
I started my first year of medical school at UC Irvine School of 

Medicine in August! I am interested in OB/GYN and women’s 

health, but I am keeping my options open as I embark on this 

journey.

Anja Manuel, ‘96
I am happily back in the Bay Area with my husband Greg (‘97) and 

our two rambunctious, funny children, Alexei (6) and Alia (4). 

Several years ago I co-founded an international strategic consult-

ing firm with Condoleezza Rice and several others, which helps US 

companies expand into emerging markets. Back on the Farm, I am 

teaching a course on US Foreign Policy in Asia for the IPS students, 

and my book on the future of China, India and the U.S. will be 

published by Simon & Schuster next spring.

Ann Marie Kimball, ‘72
I retired Emerita Professor from UW in 2011 to join Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation, then retired Senior Program Officer in 

2014 to join Chatham House as Senior Consulting Fellow. Retiring 

early and often seems to work for me. I am also enjoying my grown 

kids and grandchildren with my husband Dr. Keith Butler in our 

new island life. Still too much travel working on West Africa post 

ebola recovery. Wish all my friends lived next door....This stage of 

life is wonderful. 

Barbara Brown, ‘74
I have been writing—and illustrating—a blog for Our Third Thirds. 

If the first third of our lives was Preparing for Adulthood, and 

the second third was Parenting/Professional Life, then this Third 

Third is the one we create for ourselves. Now, after 60, I’m stum-

bling and crashing, exploring and growing. You, too? Check out 

3rdthirds.blogspot.com and join the club.

Caitlin Callaghan, ‘03
It’s been a busy but wonderful year! I am still working as the lead 

speechwriter and director of the executive communications team 

for University of California President Janet Napolitano, and with 

all the current excitement in both higher education and Califor-

nia politics, we have had lots of interesting writing fodder. I also 

continue to volunteer as a tour guide for the Golden Gate Bridge 

through San Francisco City Guides, and spend much of my free 

time running, walking, or reading in the Presidio and Golden Gate 

Park. And my favorite news of all—I got married this summer to 

Michael Bascus (Stanford ‘04)! We celebrated with 130 friends and 

families in San Francisco in August.  

Caroline Ward Oda, ‘65
In October I received my PhD in Online Instructional Design, a 

field of study that has been helpful in my current job, building an 

international online school for a Christian non-profit that works 

to eliminate systemic poverty. Committing to 3.5 years of rigorous 

study at this age has been challenging and fun. My academic train-

ing at Stanford is still being put to good use!

Connie North, ‘98
My partner and I recently relocated from Madison, WI to Boulder 

County, CO where we are both psychotherapists. I am expecting 

my first baby on November 11 and am happy to be close to my 

family again! 

Elizabeth Rosen, ‘13
After moving to Paris a year ago for work, last month I started 

pursuing a Masters degree in International Security at l’Institut 

d’Etudes Politiques de Paris, better-known as Sciences Po. It’s an 

astounding program —70% international students and 93% profes-

sional practitioners on the faculty—and I can’t wait to see where it 

takes me!

News from Classmates
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Helena Scutt, 14
I am currently full time sailing with the goal of qualifying for the 

Rio 2016 Olympic Games. My sailing partner Paris and I won a 

bronze medal in the Pan American Games in July! In November, 

we will compete in the World Championships in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. Most importantly, our US Olympic Trials are in January 

and February 2016, in Miami and Clearwater, FL, respectively. Fol-

low us on Facebook at “Paris & Helena: Sailing to 2016” and at our 

website, henkenscuttsailing.com.

Janice Kimball Key, ‘80
I moved to Glenbrook, a small gated community on the Nevada 

shore of Lake Tahoe, three years ago and am loving life in a loca-

tion filled with nature’s beauty! I spend my days walking, writing (I 

was a ghost writer last year!), cooking and participating in several 

family businesses. Life is good!

Joan Hotelling Passarelli, ‘84
I’ve been working at Stanford as an administrator for seven years, 

and now my job is in the new Office of the Vice Provost for Teach-

ing and Learning. It’s wonderful to be working with students and 

faculty on their teaching, and being on campus every day. I enjoy 

our beautiful trees and buildings and going to the gym, the pool, 

and Mem Chu. 

Jonnet Kerns Holladay, ‘61
I have been living in downtown Boston ever since graduation. 

Looking forward to the Stanford + Connects event coming in No-

vember. I stay active with Boston history and architecture tours as 

well as docent work with the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum. 

June Turner, ‘69
I am living in Austin, TX, where I work as a math tutor and flute 

instructor 4 days a week and grandma once or twice a week with 

my 2- and 4-year-old granddaughters.

Karen Mueller Hyvonen, ‘66
We moved from Billings, MT to South Hadley MA this past Febru-

ary, in the midst of major snowfalls that we managed to avoid 

completely. Since our arrival, we’ve enjoyed classes and cultural 

offerings from the five colleges in this “Pioneer Valley” area (Smith, 

MT Holyoke, Amherst, Hampshire, UMass). Stanford is unique, 

but there are some pretty fine folk out this way! Looking for op-

portunities to be involved with literacy training, or other work in 

the area.

Kate Capossela, ‘01
Greetings, alumnae! I’m thrilled to share that my adventures in 

nonprofit leadership continue. I’ve just joined as Vice President 

of GreatNonprofits.org—we’re like Yelp! for the nonprofit sec-

tor, capturing 240K+ reviews and stories that influence giving, 

volunteering, and civic engagement to a network of over 20M. I’m 

working alongside amazing entrepreneur Perla Ni, founding pub-

lisher of the Stanford Social Innovation Review. Please visit www.

greatnonprofits.org to find causes in your city, and to share your 

stories of impact as a donor or volunteer.  

Katie Smith Milway, ‘82
I’ve had lots of fun this past year getting involved with Stanford 

Women Alumni of New England (SWAN). All ages, all disciplines, 

and a few Cap and Gown members among us. Just a great net-

work, and I encourage any folks in the geography to join. On the 

homefront, our kids are flying the coop—one a junior in chemical 

engineering and theater at UCSD and two finishing high school. 

They have different interests, but all sing a cappella, so there is 

lots of music in the house. My work with The Bridgespan Group 

continues to reward: We’re just back from a partner meeting in 

beautiful Tiburon, CA and focusing both client as well as research 

and publishing efforts on helping nonprofits to scale their impact; 

and funders to make bigger bets on social change.

Kelsey Ditto, ‘12
I’m now in my second year at the Stanford GSB, and it’s been great 

to be back on the Farm and in Palo Alto. I worked for Google 

before school and decided to change paths a bit with a summer 

internship in investment banking at Goldman Sachs. I’ll be return-

ing to Goldman Sachs in San Francisco to focus on TMT Invest-

ment Banking once I graduate from school. In the meantime, I’m 

focusing on soaking up the sun here on campus and continuing to 

explore the area by hiking and swimming as much as possible. Who 

knew there was so much to explore even after being here for years.

Kesinee Angkustsiri Yip, ‘91
Looking forward to reconnecting with Stanford friends after a 
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long hiatus! My husband Kelvin Yip (BS, Chem E ‘91) and I (BA, 

HumBio ‘91) live in San Francisco. He works in business develop-

ment for a solar energy company and in his free time builds electric 

bikes which we use to get around! After my stint as an indepen-

dent consultant providing strategic marketing communications 

to biotech, pharma companies, and nonprofits, I now work at a 

wonderful organization committed to providing affordable, acces-

sible, high quality health care where I am responsible for internal/

external affairs. Our kids study Cantonese and Mandarin at the 

oldest public Chinese language immersion school in the country. In 

our free time, we like to travel, spend time with friends and family, 

ski, hike, and enjoy the outdoors!

Kirsten Swinth, ‘86
I am now in my seventeeth year of teaching at Fordham Univer-

sity, in New York, serving as Chair of the History Department and 

Associate Dean for Curriculum and Planning. I’m loving think-

ing about how higher education ticks in the 21st century and just 

finished a book on feminist activism in the U.S. in the 1960s and 

1970s. I can’t wait to get it in print.

Leslie Darwin O’Brien, ‘86
I’m feeling incredibly fortunate. Our three sons are fun, kind and 

hilarious, and so is my husband of 22 years. I just returned from 

Cuba where I was sharing music. In October 2014 we released a CD 

featuring Grammy Award winning Sax player, Tom Scott. I’m the 

singer. Lucky me. We have a Christmas CD coming out next week. 

Margo Armbruster Halsted, ‘60
I attended the recent Stanford reunion (my 55th) and was a part 

of it by playing the 48-bell carillon on Hoover Tower during the 

evening Tailgaters (Oct. 24, 2015), from 5-5:30 p.m.. It was exciting 

to know that there were thousands below hearing the music. My 

regular teaching position is as a part-time Professor of Music at the 

University of California, Santa Barbara, teaching a carillon class. 

Marina Krakovsky, ‘92
In September, my latest book came out, The Middleman Economy: 

How Brokers, Agent, Dealers, and Everyday Matchmakers Create 

Value and Profit (Palgrave Macmillan). Reporting for this book 

fed my ongoing interest in psychology, economics, and sociology. 

While continuing with journalism, I’m also building a speaking 

career, and recently signed an exclusive agency relationship with a 

speakers’ bureau. Going out into the world has gotten a lot easier 

now that my kids are older (15 and 12)!

Mary Lou Finley, ‘65
Inspired by my Stanford classmates and professors as well as the 

powerful civil rights work in the South, I went off to Chicago to 

join the civil rights movement immediately after graduation and 

joined Martin Luther King, Jr.’s, staff there. Now a book on this 

work that I have co-edited will be published in April 2016: The 

Chicago Freedom Movement: Martin Luther King, Jr. and Civil 

Rights Activism in the North, edited by Mary Lou Finley, Bernard 

LaFayette, James R. Ralph, Jr. and Pam Smith. We have gathered 

the stories of many activists of that time and we show how that 

movement had an important impact which has not always been 

recognized. It has been a joy to reconnect with old friends and gath-

er these stories! And I am delighted that the book will be out just in 

time for the 50th anniversary of the Chicago Freedom Movement.

Mary Morgan Belknap, ‘68
I send greetings from the woods of the Northwest; I’m currently 

living on 10-acres of second-growth forest west of Seattle, and love 

the neighbors of both human and wildlife varieties. My first new 

adventure this year was to accept position as Director of Nautilus 

Book Awards, a national platform to recognize and celebrate books 

that energize the themes of green values and sustainability, spiritual 

growth, and positive social change. It’s a marvelous program and 

I’m pleased to be involved with school districts, booksellers, pub-

lishers, and the public. You can see more here: nautilusbookawards.

com. My second adventure was having a book revision published: 

Homo deva: Evolution’s Next Step (2015). It’s an optimistic view of 

our future. On family note, I enjoy a weekly day with my grand-

daughter and daughter, and have two siblings in the area, as well 

as many friends in the Seattle region. Best wishes and blessings to 

each of you for a healthy and happy autumn, and a wonderful 2016.

May Delafield Brandt, ‘64
We are enjoying life in Vero Beach Florida. It is a small town with 

big city culture. I am involved with a plein air group, painting every 

week in different locales. I also garden at home and volunteer at 

a butterfly garden for children who have been abused. I am busy 

too with an art museum project called Art for Life, especially the 
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programs for adults diagnosed with dementia. I still love Stanford 

Football. Beat Cal!

Melissa Renn, ‘99
I am an art historian and curator with a specialty in American and 

modern art and recently published, with Theodore E. Stebbins, Jr., 

American Paintings at Harvard, Volume One: Paintings, Watercol-

ors, and Pastels by Artists Born Before 1826 (Yale University Press, 

2014). This past summer I also published an essay on the American 

avant-garde in Provincetown in the 2015 collections catalogue, 

Provincetown Art Association and Museum: A Century of Inspira-

tion. I currently manage the art collection at the Harvard Business 

School.

Nancy Baker, ‘71
On November 1, I will officially become Professor Emeritus in 

the Clinical Psychology doctoral program at Fielding Graduate 

University. Retirement here I come!!! I will continue to serve as the 

President of the Society for General Psychology, Division One of 

the American Psychological Association and will also be stepping 

into a new role as a public member of Fielding’s Board of Trustees. 

Additionally, I am serving as Vice-President of Stanford Pride, the 

LGBT Alum organization.

Nila Bala, ‘08
Since graduating and finishing law school at Yale, and moving 

to three different cities, I am now working as an Assistant Public 

Defender in Baltimore City. I love working directly with clients and 

being able to make a difference. I had a chance to meet up with Cap 

and Gown member Eleanor Walker last year, and really enjoyed 

grabbing food with her! I hope more Cap and Gown ladies will visit 

soon. I live downtown with my husband, also a Stanford alum, who 

is a resident at Hopkins. 

Paige Arnof-Fenn, ‘87
I am excited to see that there will be an event in Boston, keep me 

posted! My oldest goddaughter is a senior at the Farm this year and 

my middle goddaughter is a frosh! Both of them are double legacies 

of Stanford friends and love it there as much as we all did. I am still 

running Mavens & Moguls, the marketing firm I started 14 years 

ago.  

Ruth Jahnke Waters, ‘55
This is an open invitation to Cap and Gown alums on the Penin-

sula to consider volunteering at the Peninsula Museum of Art in 

Burlingame. If you enjoy modern and contemporary art and have 

some free time, please come visit the Museum (1777 California 

Drive, Burlingame). Hours 11 to 5, Wednesday - Sunday; free; 650-

692-2133. 

Ruth Thompson, ‘66
Life continues to be fair and fine on the Central Coast, except, of 

course for the drought. I have stopped teaching for now and devote 

time to the boards on which I serve: 7th Agricultural District As-

sociation, Dance Kids of Monterey, Cherokee Creek Educational 

Programs, and, effective January 2016 Monterey Peninsula College 

Foundation. My daughter continues to operate her private coach-

ing firm in Alexandria, VA, building young women’s skills in 

lacrosse and serves as head coach of Ireland’s National Women’s 

Lacrosse team.  

Veronica Polin, ‘14
I’ve moved to Zambia to join a consulting and research firm called 

IDinsight, and will be traveling regionally around Sub-Saharan Af-

rica for the next two years working on various development proj-

ects. Currently, I spend my time in rural villages on the outskirts of 

Lusaka implementing a program to improve profits and access to 

markets for small-holder farmers. If any Cap and Gown alumnae 

end up in the region, feel free to get in touch!

Cap and Gown  History Booklets  
Cap and Gown history booklets are available for purchase. The booklet follows the history of Cap 
and Gown and contains some obscure as well as familiar campus photographs.

Georgia Sutherland, researcher and editor, has compiled the history booklet. It’s available for $10. 
(See page 41 to order.)
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Your Dues Are Important

Thank you all for your continued support of Stanford Cap and Gown.  Your dues make it possible 
for new generations to have a high quality experience with Cap and Gown and allow our organi-
zation to continue to make a positive impact on Stanford campus.

We rely on your membership dues and gifts to fund events and activities around the year. Our 
goal this year is to raise over $10,000 in honor of our 110th anniversary. Be a part of a record dues 
year! The cost of funding an Active each year is over $100 and continues to grow as campus room 
rental rates rise. Even if you are unable to attend events in person, your contributions ensure that 
students are welcomed into the Cap and Gown community and have a platform to meet all-star 
faculty, alums, and fellow students.

You can contribute through our online payment system by visiting http://www.capandgown.
stanford.edu and by clicking on the “Dues” tab at the top, or feel free to send a check to our PO 
Box! To send a check please use the attached donor form in this newsletter and mail to PO Box 
19005, Stanford, CA, 94309.

We are grateful for your stewardship and commitment to Cap and Gown. I look forward to hear-
ing from you all and to reporting on a record dues year next year!

Ellen Cerf Slack
BA ’11, MA ‘11, MBA ‘17
Treasurer, Stanford Cap and Gown

Cap and Gown News is an annual publication of, by, and for Stanford Cap and Gown. Pub-
lished and mailed to all members each year, this Cap and Gown newsletter serves as a vehicle 
for disseminating information, receiving news from members, and collecting operating funds and 
scholarship donations. Editor-in-chief is Erica Toews. Photographs in this issue (unless otherwise 
attributed) are by Shari Kuchenbecker, Melissa Luu-Van, and Ellie Mansfield. Check out more 
photographs on Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/photos/stanfordcapandgown.

The mailing address for all Cap and Gown business is P.O. Box 19005, Stanford, CA 94309.
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Name  

Address 

City          State  Zip

Email address

Home phone (            )

Graduating class

Name when you were tapped into Cap and Gown

o  The address above is more recent than the mailing label on this newsletter  

o   Here are my dues to help defray Cap and Gown operation expenses:     $ 
$35 or more ($25 if graduated in last 5 years) 
 (Please make check for dues payable to “Cap and Gown” or donate online)

o  I am adding an additional amount to sponsor an active       $

o  I wish to donate to a Cap and Gown Scholarship        $
 (Please make check for dues payable to “Stanford University” or donate online)
 Please list name of scholarship:
 Cap and Gown, Centenial, Sandra Day O’Connor, Ros Bacon, Margaret Barr or Bettye Bailey  

o  Please send me the history booklet ($10)        $

I make my scholarship donation in honor of: 
I make my scholarship donation in memory of:  

TOTAL ENCLOSED            $

19
05

2014

MORE THAN A CENTURY OF WOMEN LEADERS

Include one or two checks with this form and mail to:

Cap and Gown
Box 19005
Stanford, CA 94309

To pay online visit:
http: //stanfordcapandgown.stanford.edu

Cap and Gown News is an annual publication of, by, and for Stanford 
Cap and Gown. Published and mailed to all members each year, 
this Cap and Gown newsletter serves as a vehicle for disseminating 
information, receiving news from members, and collecting operating 
funds and scholarship donations. Editor-in-chief is Kathryn Kilner. 
Photographs in this issue (unless otherwise attributed) are by Shari 
Kuchenbecker, Melissa Luu-Van, and Ellie Mansfield. Check out more 
photographs on Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/photos/stanfordca-
pandgown.

Mailing address for all Cap and Gown business is  
P.O. Box 19005, Stanford, CA 94309
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