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Agenda 

•Why Open Source?  
•Sustainability & Reliability  

 
•Islandora 
•Community 
•OAIS 
•Framework 



Introductions  

•Hi, I’m Erin …  
 
•Since 2011, I’ve been involved in the Islandora 
project 

 
•I’ve been involved in close to 30 different Islandora 
projects 
 

•Employed at discoverygarden, partner in the 
Islandora Foundation 

 



 
Why Open Source?  

 



Why Open Source? 
Sustainability 

•Public documentation 
•Reduced reliance on vendors 

•User driven community (Accenture, 2009a). 

 
Reliability  

•Maturity in Open Source Communities 
•Implementation of quality assurance processes 

•Fixing security bugs (Accenture, 2010).  

 



Reasons For Continued Resistance  

•Lack of training  
(Accenture, 2009, para. 8). 

 

•Lack of senior management support 
(Accenture, 2009, para. 8).    

 

•insufficient open source alternatives 
(Accenture, 2009, para. 8).   

 



It’s worth it  
to invest in people and 

ideas  
instead of licenses.  

 



Islandora Community  
 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/islandora  

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Islandora is implemented and contributed to by an ever-growing international community representing some of the most prestigious organizations in the world. We have active list serves that help users and developers with their implementations as well as discoverygarden services to supplement community efforts. https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/islandora 


https://groups.google.com/forum/%23!forum/islandora


Islandora Interest Groups 

• Preservation Interest Group 
• Mandate: “[…] develop and communicate a 

common approach to address preservation within 
the Islandora framework.” 
 

• Fedora 4 Interest Group  
• Mandate: “[…] discuss Fedora 4 in the context of 

Islandora and develop a plan for integration  
 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen







Islandora Open Source Software Stack 

• Search (Solr) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

•Preservation 
(Fedora)  
 

•Web interface 
(Drupal) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
At it’s core, Islandora is a set of Drupal modules which provide a very lightweight framework for building digital asset management systems on top of the Fedora Commons Repository 
platform. 
Drupal Content Management System for presentation and workflow, 
Apache SOLR for complex search applications. 







Islandora and OAIS 

 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Islandora adheres to the OAIS reference model with support for SIPs, AIPs, DIPs. 
A note about lock in- it doesn’t exist with Islandora. Fedora Commons the ability to migrate data out of the system, all you need is access to the underlying filesystem. 







Islandora Solution Packs  
•Solution Packs 
• Standard Image 
• Large Image 
• Book 
• Newspaper 
• PDF 
• Audio 
• Video 
• Binary/File 
• Compound 
• Entity (person, place, event, 
organization)  

 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
They are templates or recipes for expressing digital objects, asserting relationships among them, and linking "behaviors" (i.e., services) to digital objects. 
Preservation File Formats / Normalization
Solution Packs follow preservation best practices
● Archival / Preservation Formats
● Ingested files can be normalized to a preferred archival 
format
○ Typical workflow would be to convert a PDF to PDF/a, a .
docx to .odt, etc.
● Normalize to preservation and access formats








New Developments  
• Fixity and File Format 

Identification 
• Islandora Checksum 
• Islandora FITS 
 

• Data Integrity 
• Islandora Checksum 

checker 
 

• Bitstream/Object 
Replication 
• Islandora BagIt  

 
• Preservation Metadata 

• Islandora PREMIS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Fixity and file format identification 
Checksum 
● Enables checksum generation on datastreams
● Retrospective checksum generation
FITs
●  Applied to canonical archival file (OBJ)
● File Format Identification
● Alternate Checksum Generation
● Extraction of Technical Metadata stored in a separate datastream

Data Integrity
Checksum checker 
● offers checksum verification
● verification is recorded as PREMIS – compatible event
● it alerts automatically when a mismatch is detected. 


Bitstream/Object Copying
BagIT 
● manifest includes checksums
● Highly configurable
● Can include PREMIS XML
● Can produce Archivematica transfer Bags

Preservation Metadata
PREMIS
● Generates PREMIS XML on demand from Fedora Object’s Audit Log, extracted technical, descriptive, and rights metadata
● Includes Agent, Event, Object and Rights entities




Questions … 
 



For more information or to schedule a private demonstration of any Islandora 
functionality please contact info@discoverygarden.ca 

Thank you!  

mailto:erin@discoverygarden.ca
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