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Paris Agreement
• Article 2 

1. This Agreement, in enhancing the implementation of the Convention, including its 
objective, aims to strengthen the global response to the threat of climate change, in the 
context of sustainable development and efforts to eradicate poverty, including by: 
a) Holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial 

levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels, 
recognizing that this would significantly reduce the risks and impacts of climate change; 

• Article 4
1. In order to achieve the long-term temperature goal set out in Article 2, Parties aim to 

reach global peaking of greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible, recognizing that 
peaking will take longer for developing country Parties, and to undertake rapid reductions 
thereafter in accordance with best available science, so as to achieve a balance between 
anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of greenhouse gases in the 
second half of this century, on the basis of equity, and in the context of sustainable 
development and efforts to eradicate poverty. 

19. All Parties should strive to formulate and communicate long-term low greenhouse gas 
emission development strategies, mindful of Article 2 taking into account their common 
but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities, in the light of different 
national circumstances.

• Decision Text
21.   Invites the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to provide a special report in 2018 

on the impacts of global warming of 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels and related global 
greenhouse gas emission pathways;





“We have 12 years to limit climate change catastrophe, warns UN”
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/global-warming-must-not-exceed-15c-warns-landmark-un-report

“Report: we have just 12 years to limit devastating global warming”
https://www.vox.com/2018/10/8/17948832/climate-change-global-warming-un-ipcc-report

“We only have 12 years to save the planet”
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/we-only-have-12-years-to-stop-climate-change/2019/01/14/42704374-15d1-11e9-ab79-30cd4f7926f2_story.html?utm_term=.e0e23a6f9101

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/global-warming-must-not-exceed-15c-warns-landmark-un-report
https://www.vox.com/2018/10/8/17948832/climate-change-global-warming-un-ipcc-report
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/we-only-have-12-years-to-stop-climate-change/2019/01/14/42704374-15d1-11e9-ab79-30cd4f7926f2_story.html%3Futm_term=.e0e23a6f9101










GLOBAL EMISSIONS TRAJECTORIES TO NET-ZERO GHG EMISSIONS AND
PROBABILITY OF GLOBAL TEMPERATURE CHANGES
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The United States MCS puts the nation on a path consistent with a successful global outcome. Achieving the Paris Agreement temperature goals will require 
increasing global ambition leading to 2030 and steep reductions to net-zero global GHG emissions following 2030. We show the probability of staying below 
2°C and 1.5°C across global scenarios by 2100. While there could be an overshoot of the Paris Agreement temperature objectives before 2100, achieving net-
zero GHG emissions globally could bring temperatures below peak levels in 2100 and beyond.



U.S. NET GHG EMISSIONS UNDER THREE MCS SCENARIOS
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Multiple pathways to 80 percent GHG reductions by 2050 are achievable 
through large reductions in energy CO2 emissions, smaller reductions in 
non-CO2 emissions, and delivering negative emissions from land and CO2 
removal technologies. Note: “No CO2 removal tech” assumes no availability 
of negative emissions technologies like BECCS.



US Context




