
# 2 0 6 : M I S S I L E S I N C U B A , 1 9 6 2 

Parties: U S v. U S S R , C u b a 

Agents: U N 

C o n t i n u e d tens ions b e t w e e n the U S a n d C u b a h a d r e s u l t e d i n 
t y i n g the C u b a n g o v e r n m e n t o f F i d e l C a s t r o q u i t e t i g h t l y t o the U S S R 
w i t h e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l , a n d s e c u r i t y a r r a n g e m e n t s (see case # 1 0 6 : 
C u b a n R e v o l u t i o n , 1 9 5 5 - 5 9 ; case # 1 6 5 , 1 6 6 : C u b a n - A m e r i c a n R e l a ­
t i o n s , 1 9 6 0 - 6 1 ; case # 1 7 8 : B a y o f P igs , 1 9 6 1 ; a n d case # 1 9 2 : R e l a t i o n s 
w i t h C u b a , 1 9 6 1 - ). T h r o u g h the s u m m e r o f 1 9 6 2 S o v i e t m i l i t a r y 
s u p p o r t o f C u b a h a d been c o n f i n e d t o s u p p l i e s o f c o n v e n t i o n a l w e a p ­
ons , advisers , a n d w a r n i n g s t o t h e U S t h a t C u b a was u n d e r the S o v i e t 
n u c l e a r u m b r e l l a . In m i d - O c t o b e r 1 9 6 2 , h o w e v e r , the U S d i s c o v e r e d 
that the U S S R was i n the process o f s t a t i o n i n g miss i l es o n the i s l a n d 
that c o u l d del iver n u c l e a r p a y l o a d s o n the U S . 

O n the e v e n i n g o f 2 2 O c t o b e r U S P r e s i d e n t K e n n e d y a n n o u n c e d 
U S k n o w l e d g e o f the threa t t o i ts v i t a l n a t i o n a l in te res t s a n d d e m a n d e d 
t h e i r r e m o v a l . T o achieve t h a t e n d , he a n n o u n c e d t h a t the U S w o u l d 
i n s t i t u t e a naval q u a r a n t i n e o n t h e s h i p m e n t o f f u r t h e r o f f ens ive w e a p ­
ons t o C u b a t o b e g i n 24 O c t o b e r ; t h a t s u p p o r t w o u l d be s o u g h t f r o m 
N A T O a n d the O A S ; a n d that t h e U S w o u l d r e p l y t o a n y a t t a c k f r o m 
C u b a w i t h r e t a l i a t i o n o n the U S S R . O A S s u p p o r t o f the n a v a l b l o c k a d e 
a n d N A T O s u p p o r t o f the U S p o s i t i o n was f o r t h c o m i n g the f o l l o w i n g 
d a y . T h e U S S R c o n t i n u e d f o r a t m e t o d e n y that miss i l e s h a d b e e n 
p l a c e d i n C u b a a n d t h e n a r g u e d t h a t t h e y were p u r e l y d e f e n s i v e ; the 
U S S R also re fused to a c k n o w l e d g e the U S n a v a l q u a r a n t i n e b u t d i d n o t 
chal lenge i t w h e n o p e r a t i o n s c o m m e n c e d o n 24 O c t o b e r . U n e v e n t f u l 
b l o c k a d e contac t s o c c u r r e d , a n d t e n s i o n m o u n t e d t h r o u g h 26 O c t o b e r 
w h e n a n u n o f f i c i a l a p p r o a c h was m a d e b y a S o v i e t e m b a s s y o f f i c i a l t o 
a n A B C news c o r r e s p o n d e n t suggest ing p o s s i b l e t e r m s o f a c c o m m o d a ­
t i o n . A note t o K e n n e d y f r o m U S S R P r e m i e r K r u s h c h e v , r e c e i v e d la ter 
that n i g h t , seemed to c o n f i r m t h e u n o f f i c i a l o f f e r ; b u t a s e c o n d S o v i e t 
n o t e , r e ce ived the n e x t d a y , suggested t h a t a s e t t l e m e n t w o u l d be 
r e a c h e d o n l y u n d e r m o r e s t r i n g e n t c o n d i t i o n s . F u r t h e r m o r e , a U - 2 
reconnaissance f l i g h t was d o w n e d over C u b a o n 27 O c t o b e r c o n t r i b u t ­
i n g e v e n m o r e to the s t r a i n e d a t m o s p h e r e . K e n n e d y d e c i d e d n o n e t h e ­
less t o accept esent ia l l y the t e r m s p r o f e r r e d b y t h e U S S R o n the 2 6 t h , 
a n d those t e r m s b a s i c a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d t h e s e t t l e m e n t t h a t w a s r e a c h e d 
the f o l l o w i n g d a y . I n essence, t h e U S S R agreed t o d i s m a n t l e the 
missi les a n d r e t u r n t h e m t o t h e U S S R i n e x c h a n g e f o r U S assurances 
that i t w o u l d n o t a t t e m p t t o i n v a d e C u b a i n t h e f u t u r e . 
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T h e U N w a s d e a d l o c k e d i n t h i s c o n f r o n t a t i o n , a n d appea l s b y 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l U T h a n t were u n a v a i l i n g . A l t h o u g h the U S S R h a d 
f i n a l l y a g r e e d t o d i s m a n t l e the w e a p o n s u n d e r U N s u p e r v i s i o n , w h e n 
T h a n t a r r i v e d i n C u b a o n 3 0 O c t o b e r , C a s t r o r e f u s e d to p e r m i t a n 
i n s p e c t i o n . 

T h e r e have b e e n n o s u b s e q u e n t n u c l e a r c o n f r o n t a t i o n s l i k e t h i s 
o n e b e t w e e n t h e s u p e r p o w e r s . R e l a t i o n s be tween C a s t r o a n d the U S 
c o n t i n u e d t o be h i g h l y s t r a i n e d , a n d the U S was c o n c e r n e d t o i n h i b i t 
C u b a f r o m " e x p o r t i n g r e v o l u t i o n " t o the rest o f the h e m i s p h e r e (see 
case # 2 2 9 : V e n e z u e l a n T e r r o r i s m , 1 9 6 3 - 6 7 ; case # 2 5 0 , 2 5 1 , 2 5 2 : 
D o m i n i c a n I n t e r v e n t i o n , 1 9 6 5 - 6 6 ; a n d case # 2 6 3 : B o l i v i a n G u e r r i l l a 
I n s u r g e n c y , 1 9 6 7 - 6 8 ) . N o n e t h e l e s s , n o f u r t h e r o p e r a t i o n s l i k e t h e B a y 
o f Pigs w e r e a t t e m p t e d . 

R e f s : 
E l i e A b l e , The Missile Crisis ( P h i l a d e l p h i a : L i p p i n c o t t , 1 9 6 6 ) 
G r a h a m T . A l l i s o n , Essence of Decision ( B o s t o n : L i t t l e , B r o w n , 1 9 7 1 ) 
R o b e r t A . D i v i n e , The Cuban Missile Crisis ( C h i c a g o : Q u a d r a n g e B o o k s , 

1 9 7 1 ) 
R o b e r t F . K e n n e d y , Thirteen Days ( N e w Y o r k : N e w A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y , 

1 9 6 9 ) 
H e n r y M . P a c h t e r , Collision Course ( N e w Y o r k : Praeger , 1 9 6 3 ) 

# 2 0 7 , 2 0 8 , 2 0 9 : Y E M E N I C I V I L W A R , 1 9 6 2 - 7 0 

Parties: R e p u b l i c a n s , E g y p t v. R o y a l i s t s , S a u d i A r a b i a 

Agents: U N , A r a b L e a g u e , S u d a n 

I m a m A h m e d , r u l e r o f Y e m e n since 1 9 4 8 , d i e d i n ear ly S e p t e m b e r 
1 9 6 2 , a n d h i s s o n M o h a m m e d a l - B a d r a s s u m e d the I m a m a t e . O n 26 
S e p t e m b e r a R e p u b l i c a n c o u p o u s t e d h i m b u t f a i l e d t o k i l l h i m a n d h is 
f a m i l y . E s c a p i n g t o t h e n o r t h , the I m a m d e t e r m i n e d t o rega in h is p o s i ­
t i o n b y f o r c e o f a r m s ; s evera l o f the i n t e r i o r Y e m e n i t r ibes r a l l i e d t o his 
cause , a n d o n 2 8 S e p t e m b e r a n e ight -year c i v i l war was b e g u n . E g y p t 
q u i c k l y s u p p o r t e d t h e R e p u b l i c a n side, s o o n b e c o m i n g e x t e n s i v e l y 
i n v o l v e d b y s u p p l y i n g t r o o p s a n d m u n i t i o n s . E g y p t i a n a i d d i d n o t p rove 
dec is ive i n the w a r , h o w e v e r , n o r d i d i t secure for E g y p t a n y dec is ive 
i n f l u e n c e over R e p u b l i c a n Y e m e n i p o l i c y ; as the w a r dragged o n w i t h 
n o o u t c o m e i n s ight , a n d as E g y p t i a n i n v o l v e m e n t i n R e p u b l i c a n 
p o l i t i c s a n d i n t r i g u e s m a d e i t lose f a v o r , E g y p t ' s Pres ident Nasser c a m e 
t o re fer t o t h e Y e m e n i w a r as h is V i e t n a m . S a u d i A r a b i a , o n the o t h e r 
h a n d , s u p p o r t e d the R o y a l i s t cause w i t h suppl ies a n d s a n c t u a r y b u t 
w i t h o u t t r o o p s ; e x c e p t f o r a f e w b o r d e r i n c i d e n t s , S a u d i p o l i c y p r o v e d 
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