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) ain calm. s mach was already in train first men scrambled o
em ) . '
Ourseive;r?i)l]zry, ranger umits, ienglnfi‘ifl tf‘;‘;:;:rl;:ﬁ;cg line. Half-a-mile or so behind the sand bagrier
val, et i st m ekt e
N;ties: all were af]ust_igitgilgui fighter-bombers were enemy had heaged indivi :
p Methodically tle Plin connecting their life-supp f?rm; frc():lm Whlﬁh fl‘tank[;s could swee
strapping themse Ve}f ugh cockpit checks, while th ¢ af cre E;fer te HSE{
systems 'ﬂ;;nnlmdge:n;(t)y %rolleys from under their loaded - WIth portable anti-tan
eele . : :
ar'moger%}\:; clocks high ohn thf ther :Stlggst}i ogir;l f‘g;i Along the western shores of the Bitter Lakes and Lake
wings. . The telephon w L " : '
registefei glgjkobl\llzlzléfi as bases reported: Pre_Pali'llllg'___fP g:: nfls;}:‘:ilti;v?ﬁeqlg.
comme .’ I suddenly pictured them up there in we : 80 armored
take-off out of the gloom of the blast hangars int : into Bitter Lake and ser off
light. 1d1nfg the sun, silhouettes black against the gla nost the same moment
tl}:C “iil;f l(i)ﬂe'S" of their wings -broken-i);'t;lgé??aﬁ Efantry. set off on the shorter vo
" the ¢ 15¢€, ¥ 3 ihi
;angiﬂg from th]fn}?i nthila;lniihsi al;(i: as they rolled in gl in gvsﬁaﬂer f}]eet of ten aglphlb A
S e o the runways, slowly pivote While our ggltff;f?heﬁz?a:he
e 10 : : T n ,
H}l,gill'lrfllce)se wheels and, the noise opening to a roar, he flat trajectory pieces—_deployed nto firj
e “ % \ :
;ted to take—loff1 400 hous. 200 of our ait craft skim t 14120 houx.'s,t th%r1 o;;ened direct fi
recisely w9 icking acros . Vv strongpoints., The ) men of |
lo\ﬁ)?;er the canal, their S.higos‘ifﬁlﬁgf %he fo'u . ver ram}aarts and sh’thered in discip] '
lines as they headed deep in with Israel. -~ , water’s edge. The dinghies were readied, 720 of them,
! t war o .
in my career, we were ;fll V;ur artillery had been n a fe;;v In;:n?tes aftfer 14?70 hou
Their passing WZS ore than 2,000 guns b €gan to belc clouds of covering sm
for. We had masse ﬁn ectory pieces. the ve was paddling turiously across the can
lines. Now our hzg -traltz vour shells up and Ing into the rhythm of their chant “Allapy, Akbar. .
i mortars, began to pt o b
and heaVEev forts and minefields and 'bal_.be 1 Down ar Lake Timsah, the
the Ba nts. It was 1405 hours. Und_c_r o ¥ had just landed n S;nai.
tangiemf)ur .first men set off across the Cag : the first comm ando
bai’fag.f;eer reconnaissance teams paddle 0 ;
Engl

) i ps and were setting up their anti-tank weapons. They
hat the outlets for the inflammable. liqu
tha

| " . St In time, The enemy tanks were moving up.
bl ked by last night’s raids. At the sg@e
oc . u
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The enemy, at last, was activating their plan Schovach:

Yonim.

We knew the details of the enemy plan to defend th
canal. Schovach Yonim was staff-college stuff, ve
iraditional. They had divided the Suez front into thre
sectors—northern, central, southern—each sector encom
passing one of the three possible routes of attack acros
Sinai. :

—The northern sector defended the direction of K
rara-El Arish.

—The central sector defended Ismailia-Abu Ageila
—The southern sector defended against a thrust fro
gz to the passes of Mitla and Gedy: e

—Within each sector, defense was based on two li

|us a reserve: o

FRONT LINE: Along the canal. The 35 Bar-Le
and strongpoints. Between the forts at hundred-
(110-yard) intervals, firing positions had been bu
tanks. o
sECOND LINE: Three to five miles behind th
Three battalions, 40 tanks to a battalion. One ba
to each sector.

rESERVE: Held 12-20 miles behind the canal.
prigades of tanks, 120 tanks to a brigade
pattalions forward in the second line. In: effe
prigade—one to each sector—was divided
ranks forward, the remaining 80 held inreser

ALERT: The second line moved up to'its fi
at the water’s edge or the ramps just behir
serves moved up to the second line. The-
fense would then comprise the brigade o
the Bar-Lev forts, plus 120 tanks in three tank

225

be the femaining 240 tanks of
reinforcements

a brigade of

: of self—propelled
ltank guided

s one battalion
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themselves had every portable or draggable anti-tank.
and anti-aircraft weapon they could manage. '

EEI

hours on October 7.)0
SAM belt along corridors.
On the west bank, w

_ pari_ng. The next ten

It would be an historic encounter: the first comba
between the essentially World War Two concept o
armor and the infantry weapons of the next generation
As the reports now began to flood into our Operation
Room, we learned minute by minute how the comk
was going. o

1430-1445 bours: Our first assault wave has [ande
4,000 men are astride the sand barrier between the stron
points. The boats, each manned by two men of ¢
gineers’ boat battalions, are returning. For five min;
or 5o, clouds-of dust have been sighted-as the firs
tanks race toward the canal. In many cases our-com
dos are already at their sand ramps before them
our men perched on the sand barrier can begin tc
down on the approaching vehicles. But the main'|
of repelling this first armor lies with our own tan
heavy anti-tank weapons and anti-tank guided
tiring over the Bar-Lev line from our ramparts o
west bank.

Under cover of the fire, which also continues
the strongpoints, engineer platoons begin to
pumps to the far bank to begin the task of s
70 passages through the sand barrier. Our:
them only five to seven hours. L

At the Bitter Lakes, our amphibiou
to land on the east bank. '

Our aircraft are returning from the firs
cause of their short range all the target:
enemy airfields, SAM sites, electronic ja
and military headquarters. The strike

s brig
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BT ST Were Five.

1515 hours: W}?;{ée dfzi still barely 200 yards deep
ready. Our bridge r we have put 20 infantry battalions .
But with Wave F{;; 500 men complete with portablcj and
800 officers and (; rt weapons—into Sinai. The amlle_ry::
hand—dragged Slg?;;ween enemy forces and our guns o
duel continues arts, but increasingly_ the assaultﬂ in-.
ltfhe west banﬁaﬁ]ﬂ;?the burden of repelling the enem
antry are s

The engineers start to assemble the ferries,
More Bar-1ey Strongpoints have fallen to us.

1715 hours: Preparations begin on the east bank for

marshalling of tapks and vehicles, Military police have
crossed in the dinghies with the lat

3tt13§1;50' hours: Unperturbed by the din, our engine
ours:

ress with the scouring of passages tha

report such p ro%ons are given notice to prepare to

our bridge battal ation areas to the canal assembly sit

from their Con-(-:entither waves-of enemy air strikes. A

__________________________ 1600 ﬁog”s" f ;] cher waves of snemy air sl s
other toll by o _

coming off the ferries or bridges.
end of this phase of the crossing,

1730 hours: Wave Twelve of the initial assault, the
final y i

poir;;s;:ﬂ}, Wave'Eight has landed. We now have
1 Qurs:

_ ioades across—1,500 officers and 22,00(1)1111
infantry brlg_a es ons. The five d1v1510na‘l bridge ead
with all th'e{r weaiilind the lines of steadily advagggﬁ.
are Ol'gamzmgbb;[gehead now stretches five m:le§. al
infantry. Ealcil1 2 netrates rather more than a‘r_r:ule
the canal and p fire from the west bank contlr;]u___ :
Sinai. Qovermf of repelling en emy armor has.
the main bur et;ault forces. Qur artillery switches
taken by our Ziaepcr in Sinai. Our forward assau .
fire to targets target spotters. Our long-rapge a
fantry can g;ct izd into Sinai last night, are prep
groups, infi tra 4l of enemy reinf_orcements: .
disrupt the arerm engineer bridge bgttal10§ ¢

1630 hours: he canal edge an.d begin to.sp}as
lopg columps tOintO the water, S1mgltaneou.s
bFIdgC Sfl?:;orrs;ponsible for assembling 35 ferrie
gineer u




1815 hours: The engineers have virtually completed
assembly of the ferries. They should be able to start
shipping our tanks across the moment the breaches are
open. ' i
1830 bours: A triumph. The first breach is open, A
exhausted engineer platoon has managed it in four
hours. A magnificent achievement. At the bridgeheads:
our infantry can match it. Each bridgehead is now just
over three miles deep. Almost every Bar-Lev strongpoint
still holding out is now cut off from hope of rescie
through the coming night, .
1830-2030 hours: All passages through the sand ba
have been opened, except along the sector in the far so;
of the canal where the sand turns to-mud; impossible
clear. So we have 60 passages instead of 70, Thatm
we will also lose the use in that sector of the four fe
and three bridges—two heavy, one light—which wi
have pushed equipment through the breaches. B
where else, what feats our engineers have achiev.
The 31 ferries are working at their maximut inue
tanks and Priority One vehicles snake in long lines - celng this, we have pogiti ;
from the crossin,gtY points. Our bridges are fully ass ordingly. By 2230 - oned our SAM batteries ac-
and span the canal. The engineers are embarke
final phase, jockeying them into position, secur
and laying the ramps up and through the breache

are opened (except for ¢

southern sector). I, eight hours o

: agedba; staggering achievement:
—Plasting 60 breaches

outmore than 117 000 CISJI;?C ;};idss (T)l? sg;ifil:
——bu.llding eight heavy-duty bridges: ’

—building foyr light bridges: ’

—assembling and Operating 31 ferries,

f that achievement comes at 2230
ast flows over the ca

ter, scouring

unda mo
son officers of the Crossing Command take u id 3,000 other plece); of éggjlg);n?;:ibeﬁ ;’_80_0 tanks
on the east bank to guide the streams of vehi hicles in foyy of our five divisiona] l:)rlc‘;l hI‘lOI‘ltY One
assigned routes. At 2030 hours, the precise} 0ssed the cana] Only the far southern B ads—have
two hours after the breach had been cleared to roblem. The Crossing in the southern sS et o hains
the first bridge is open. The first of that ¢ v , 4 standstill but wag moving very slowl C;EOI vras not
tanks dip down to the water’s edge and g fe opened, but the g; Y. The passages

across, the empty pontoons of the brid;
to the screech and clatter of their tracks un




..................... Meanwhile. our engineers hasten - repairs-
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through the early hours, pushing the bridgeheads out
five miles east of the canal. It is no picnic. The enemy’
armored formations are disorganized, reduced to disarray
But we note through the night hours that commander:
of sub-units, even individual tanks, fight on. They. ar
evidently made of better stuff than their senior com.
manders. Twice, groups of enemy tanks managed t
break through our infantry lines to reach the water’s ed
and bombed our bridges and ferries, inflicting significan
damage. But it was a hopeless struggle. With RPG
portable anti-tank missiles and RPG-43 anti-tank gre
ades, our infantry fight back. Before sunrise the
surviving tanks are in retreat. o

¢ enemy forces were in ch
armor in the tactica] zZone.
now the issue which faced us

a0s, effectively withoyt
That, paradoxically, was

us was: “When will the
ter-attack, the 8th or the

military bridges are built of interlocking sections, _
usually just a question of removing damaged segm
and slotting in new ones—exhausting work, but ta
no more than an hour. Through the night, to:
enemy air strikes we anticipate at first light, we ully revealed:
our bridges. It is to give us the freedom to do th fantry divisio
we have scoured 60 holes in the sand barrier g

assembling only eight heavy and four light bridg ensity and effe ‘ ,
bridge can be located at any one of fn_f?'g_;__)o;_s guided weapon S'C]{Ezn:zin?f c?ourl dSAIM and_ anti-tank
ferries, being mobile, merely switch routes t tack on fairly fy] knowle dy IlfI dp an their counter-
modate the shifts. - 8¢. Had their reserves been

d in consid ;

Sunday, October 7 E ¢ obour plans and of what oyr lnfaf;tr?;[:elria lcgcl)llﬁrd
By 0800 hours the battle of the crossing had bee To be fair. th . :

The three armored brigades and one in ar do three ﬂs]_ e relative full thar Sunday enabled ys

defending the Bar-Lev line had been virtualls
300 of the enemy’s 360 tanks destroyed
men killed. Our losses were five aircraft,
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bridges of 7th Division to the north. Meanwhile; th Sunday may have been a relative lull in the batle

divisions within each army group widened their bridge ut enemy air strikes continued and elsewhere j ZSQHC,
heads to narrow the nine-mile gaps we had left bety our special units were in 1 Jinai

them in the initial assault. (And I snatched a few b
to go home for a hot bath and change of clothes, my first
night at home since October 1, my last till December 12
In 24 hours we had put across the canal 100,00
men, 1,020 tanks, and 13,500 vehicles—the largest fi
day crossing in world military history. For the recc
here are the details: e
—32,000 men in rubber boats, -
—1,000 men in amphibious tanks and car
the Bitter Lakes and Lake Timsah,

—4,500 men in tanks and vehicles over ferr

riers through the pass and

es

i : SO1n action, ambuship
~—1,500 men over light bridges, o convoys rolling westward and jn the process a > aernen;y
—61,000 men over heavy bridges. Sk a}usmg S0me panic among their reservists whoiid zﬂt ‘

: een
OVER OVER. o f}IIOthlng of our successes, The climax came n the
HEAVY LIGHT. arly hours next morning, when our Gedy force |
SAILING ON FERRIES BRIDGES  BRIDGES daring raid on the enemy air base o 13;1. ?CTﬁunched
L : i r-el-
TANKS 20 200 800 before returning successfully to ' amada
VEHICLES 100 750 12,150 : Y Lo our own lines,

Our other task through Sunday was to g: onday, October 8
administration on the battlefield. Our men h
with no more than 24-hours food, a little over
of water, and all the weapons and ammun
could carry or drag. Now those 100,000 m.
1,020 tanks and 13,500 vehicles had to |

ished, re-equipped. But the administrativ
do this was disorganized. Virtually. all adi
units down to Priority Five had crossec
and the problems in the southern sector
fusion. Units were living from hand to'm

oordinating into two of
Drmy bridgehead, incorp
1vIsions, stretche.

he north to take in Deversoir in 1:!1:3:l iﬁl?h Third
1y bridgehead, incorporating the 7 and 191§h
S10ns, ran from the Bitter Lakes to a point east of
Tewfik at the extreme southern end of the cana?

orating
Kantara
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country none of our tanks except the T-62 could march
the enemy’s 105mm gun. The second wag
weakness in the air, Tanks without air-
ducks. The third reason was that to bol
in the initial assault our armored form
dispersed among them. Haif our tanks
in battalions of 31 ranks apiece and perm
to infantry brigades. The other half we

- N SiX T .'.lé.é..cie.ép. And we no
h was now more than six mi .
Il?:lii a\ﬁI the forts of the Bar-Lev line except t}"lw?,tttléi i:a-s
thest north and the furthest south ,Ttlrl:ough lt{ ;:()iant W
i € wea 10
ircled and certain to fall soon. in ¢
leiﬁfagzvas the 20-25 mile gap (roggﬁly)coifsﬁireﬁ::i |
f the Bitter Lakes) whi . ted
f)h::ifrtr}i esgssa(;my bridgeheads. Movmgl(s;iewgys
t(;3 bridge this and link the the two armied wou d! ; i
be carefully done. Most of the gap was ou 31. ¢:the
i f our SAM batteries. =
prc’ifligt;rérzy had used Sunday to eq;a;} p;lgg(zlse._t H
d into Sinai. The est
dreds of tanks had move [0 dinal. he )
in his three forward armored riga cplat
tul'll(il:lsg'h the brigades’ casualt-les----hgd---beer;i gs;llixlgthi polcy va e 10 giora o on o pa. I was e e
tore them as fighting ur .
would take some days to rest a5 fghting
i brigades had also pou
e wholly fresh armored r .
IS:ilfiai. By this Monday morning, the enemy had ;
ized into three groups: der General Bren 0 learn. We had assumed they would sy o owmess
—Three armored brigades under
ing the northern sector. o
Coffllqllllfee armored brigades under Gengfal- Aril
in the central sector.

our continuing
Cover are sitting
ster our infantry
ations had been
were organized
anently attached
re in brigades of

dvantage of their mobility to con
four sectors an armored force
irough a single bridgehead, (We
ponses we thought would defeat th
ut it remained the enemy’s best policy.) To our amagze-
1t, as Monday morning wore on, it became clear the
my was instead making the cardinal error of fritter-
their resources.
hat morning an armored brigade attacked 18th
ision lines, while another brigade attacked 2nd

centrate against one
big enough to break
had worked our re-
at strategy, of course;

-ral Albert Mendler. e
Gelierr?umber our forces .lo.oked f;g_ug_(g
enemy’s eight armored br1gade§ }l:a L
turion, M-48 and M-60, all wit 11:( o
main armament. We had 1,000 tasn_. 200
115mm guns: 500 T-54s and T-5 shwgm
T-34s with 85mm, 20 T-76 _amp__l. )
76mm. The truth behind theg.e ﬁgu;e_ wa
now had considerable superiority.
‘There were three reasons. The .fll'S
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cection of El-Ferdan. Anotheér brigade IpO\fI?}(]i ag;tincslz..
?gj}ftgvision in the direction} of Dc?ﬁﬁl;stgg. Thgra] OSSCS:
1visi tally anni .
agai.ﬂSt %Iéfh%‘i]\lfsils(i)gnwxi\?;?onlz slightly Iegs hesilvy_._ .
gy e to the front early that morning, owever
As ! drOVks had not begun and we were ant1c1patcing.--
- ﬁFtacaltogether more serious and concg%z_‘a;;l 31
somet fﬁ% to Second Army HQ, thence tp 2n ;VL o
drove . down to Third Army HQ, ending mgf 0 or'{.;i]y:
thep_ 0n7 h Division. | was heartened to set.:_il:l_ e f)n .
VifSlt}iEgmt:n Many had not slept for lt)wo n;% yti ; i?he a
o tor ic. As I drove by, m - the
evfgr}ijllg tt(c))rl);}‘rvgsdirtso;r the crossing, waved and sh
re

mander, Brigadier

115, W Badawy, at the bridge. We carried on in his car, It was
R & ) 6413 mary . i 5 .
«pirective 41, we did it” and “Directiy o 00N apparent that jn this southern sector, despite Sup-
guide.” _ d HQ, the Command day’s lull, things had notyet stabilized. We came upon a
Striding arou];(fl hg:fg:g:an Abu Saada, sh: ievtenant with his platoon of tanks
0 . . a A

2nd Division, Brig

irits, He was confident that, elated“b Wlth no idea where th
s spirits. by
o fslacli) already achieved, they coulc} beat; og r;n _
t;z};nemy might mount. Buoyed by his optimisn
t

Most of the
rouble could be traced back to oyr inability to operate
- to redeem: a tou P
myself the luxury of a few ml}?umier(;y fort. - tidges (due to mud and water current problems) in 19¢h
romise. Peering acr 0ss at td ©° seventy hours, & Ivision’s sector further south. The result was that 7¢h
[smailia East the previous Fri a]?lmwouid' Vbt wision’s already crowded bridges were overloaded
tiie ago—=I i}lladdpm];ﬂzz((lj;:rysseaa da’s men hid ta ith 19¢th Division’s traffic as well.
: S. bri
was in our han

few hours before I arri\;;d. ?fhit'li; }S;trjflllii
a : “« u L ,

t at last. “Albam :
gaff;(;;llzzeé; to God, God is the Greates
e d through its gates. o
Steg?l(;y a few hundred yards to the: squhS_I Y

minders of the price of such v1ct;0;’1:es
iznks destroyed in error bg our gvx;greo_rTh
efore.
happened only a few hours ' .
hi(cil 12%11) Division had been closing the las
a .

ut. But the state of oy bridges

> after I spoke with the
engineers of the Second and Third Armies. Iy the
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| .Wednesday, October 10

o m“.‘m.”triﬂl(CS had damaged so many of our brl;lge
enemy air s ¢ had lost the equivalent of.three complete
sections that wi re reduced to four bridges in reserve. "
bridges. We Weo immediate crisis. But we had to th-_l-llk_

There was n months, of battle ahead. If the enemy
of weeks, even after wave against our bridges that woiild
Sh%umbfg;{?vsost their air force dearly. But equal__I__Y'
undou

would get through. o
unﬂo;llzltggz;oo?furre d to me that we could lay thr

y mechanized infantry
ble bridges over the canal if we jus --Th.e enemy has at last switched tactics. Their tanks have
virtually impregna deint o tghe water. The chief engin split into small groups making good use of the terrain
tipped rock and Santhe first expert I saw after having ¢ - and following the strict rules of minor tacticg With some
Odf the Third l;g:zjit could be done. When I asked h success: the forc '
idea, was po

_ d-take I was amazed when he said, given ~head. Darkness fell before the e

~long -lgvgollllldgzers’ a week. It was late aftelquo_

anueg bac111< to Center Ten, cheered by what I had
rov

1 _ y of our position was dis-
king, but certain agreeably conﬁrmed by the other news which reached yg
confident our strategy ;ZE:C:)(::IO;S pogssibie 6 late that evening. Qur 1st Infantry Brigade had lost 90
g . ) ;
needed those causeway

Tuesday, October 9

d in throwing awé§ the live aptured Ayoun Mousa, the brigade had been ordered to
isted in throw _ ; ’ . -
emy has persis s away the i :
rljhe eri( chws. They have assauf!:ed i p.e.nny . ‘ ext stepPing stone down the coast.
thelr tan d their sole tactic remains the cava ex
upings an . : s the
;grotﬁ)e Igatest manifestation, two brigad_es__ h
o L vy Tosse. Te the pa ‘s i utside the protection of our SAMs
3galﬂStd ith heavy losses. In the past two
wi e
StOI:Iﬁ’C has lost another 260 tank§. Our strategy
f:ne b};en to force the enemy to fight on oul
i:snever expected them to cooperate.
W .
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' It ich smaller than the first

igade’s casualties proved muc ' st
brlg.aclif Srgports had suggested. But the mauling had des
fr?)r;:;:d )i(t as a fighting unit for several days.

Thursday, October 11

isi nt. It was by now clear that
My S.ecogfg;sgrzzsi};ee f;(;s against our central sec:t'_(_);g
the mail(lf1 eto discuss this with the Second Army Com
| wante Mamoun, and the Commander of the 2nd D
mander,d Neither, I found, saw reason to budge fro
ion, Saa fia&ence of Monday. Second Army could hqid: :
their con inst the most concentrated thrust. the qgem-
ground ag;;t As an insurance policy in the hgh.t,,ofm-jye
could ;,noléw ‘féctics, wheeling to roll up the whf)_l. |
terday }Sl nﬂank' I phoned the order to our enginee
from the nd Army with 10,000 anti-tank m1ne§ :t
supply 5“—;{3 worry us was the continuing coqfusmn_ .
What (;ur Crossing Command had functioned adn
bridges. h the crucial hours of our assault. _I__ts_.s__u
ably t};rﬁﬁfes stemmed from the fact that the 'C(')h' I
quent fa in each division had been \_rested in th
a'uth’or(ljtl};ief of Staff. But as each Chl'ef (?f Sta fa
enion officers had moved forward"'1n81C_l§;___the :
senior O ossing control had been progressxvel ._ dele
hee.ldst “ or even non-commissioned offlcer_
" }umoiies of traffic jams with everyone argum
VTVES igfnedy, I resolved, was to put all C_I__Qbi;_ﬂg
an ?ndependent command, answerable dlr@_fl 10
General Saleh Amin a group of very
ga\(;e t him to organizing Second Army CrosS
:gjersi/{unir Sameh was given the staff and tas

War
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I'was back in Center Ten b

y 1630 hours, calmer than [
had been since our assault b

€gan. The objective of The
nt’s reiterated objective at so

many Armed Forces Supreme Councj] meetings—had

-been achieved. We had a foothold in §; £ .

nai. It was not




i
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§

e

i._that are acceptable only in special circumstances and fo

~"The fact underlying everything which followed was
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might content himself with hoiding back only one-fiftl
But accepted doctrine would be that reserves of less thay

short periods.

that, in order to repel enemy counter-attacks on- ¢ _
scale and with the speed that our worst estimates hag
forecast, the bulk of our armor had been sent to the fron
at the expense of our strategic reserve. :
" Egypt began the war with 1,700 tanks. We masse

A
1,350 on the Suez front, dispersed 100 to guard our - _f;fter the war the internationa] media wrote what the
Sea coast and various targets in the interior, and ke _ /ev! iﬂﬂ)’ thought were complimentary things about me).,
250 as our strategic reserve. Moreover, that 250 inclu JOUEh, aggressive, dashing and so forth—even, so help

the 120 tanks of the Presidential Guard; which asu
guardians of the regime could only be used in-an ab
lute emergency. Not all the 1,350 tanks allocated to
Suez front had gone into Sinai. The commanders o
two field armies had been authorized to cross wit]
of them. The other 330 were to be kept as o

as alleged, T was in fav
sses even before Octob

tional reserve west of the canal, ready to destroy o gamble ’With the future of the armed forces a:; 2}?6
enemy penetration. They could not be commite ; fOf ones country? (I would dearly like to know wh N
tle without the prior permission of GHQ ed the media. That ©

armored forces were: 5
"—Front fine: 1,020 tanks. -
—Second line: 330 tanks. o
—Reserve: 250 tanks. : au broached the idea of develo
The picture was now somewhat wors ses, I opposed the idea passionatel
war up to and including October 13 had cost
tanks. Our front-line strength was down to

same battles had cost the enemy 610 tanks; 30 Ober 11. I opposed the idea for all the reasons I h
our first assault, 260 from thoir karmik ancci]d to Ismail’s predecessor through the sumfner :z)cfl
October 8-—9, and then a final 50 lost over :__'W en [ had fought and won

10-13. (Their losses fell sharply due to'a swit
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sent.” A few minutes later, Wasel called from Third
Army; his objections stopped short of resignation, but
only just. T made no secret of my own objections, or of

of War on October 26, 1972: “The enemy er (forced;g
itill too strong to be challenged by our own. And we lo
ot have sufficent mobile SAM units to pr0v1d]e alr co;rer
“To Ismail now I added: “Let us learr} tlzle eilson.trc_).-”
what happened to the First Infantry B.nga e when i waii
caught for even a couple of hc:’urs without air cover
was routed by air attack alone.

-
:
B
'

- to Center Ten immediately for consultation,

The conference began. Myself and the
manders pressed our objections. Ismai
It was a political decision. We had to obey.
cession, just before we broke up at 2300

Friday, October 12

First thing in the morning, Ismail returned to thegopl
Now he gave a reason: to reduce enemy press_u;e on Sy,
Again, T opposed him. Qur attack would n%lt er stice

-nor significantly relieve the pressure orn the-: Syrians :

“Look,” I said, “despite their 10§ses the enem S!t;l I8
eight armored brigades out there in fronc; (gfus Th
emy air force can still cripple our groun torce ';]{]

g as they poke their noses bey’ond our SAN;1 um e
have proof of that. We don’t ha\.fe enoug, (f) A

% (SAM-6) to give mobile protection to c_).ur__llloll;ce
| open. Advance and we destroy our troops_}.rm_ out
ing any significant relief to our brothers
|

.overruled us.
“His only con

tional reserves were to be committed.

-Our operational reserves consisted of 330 tanks which
comprised the bulk of two units: the 4th and 21st Ar-
mored Divisions. The 4th Armored Division had been

At midday, the Minister returned.." “It s

decision,” he said. “We must develop our a

morning. .

m%r%v hours: (g)rders to advance had bee

‘ They were taken to the army comm:and::

‘ aison officers: General Goneim to Second

Taha el Magdoub to Third. ..
1530 hours: Saad Mampun, Sgcon

mander, phoned me from his advancec

S-in the operational areq behind our two armies
- : re thus being stripped to that single brigade of 100
. ) : \ erate u CoL
I' rCSIgIIIt, ishi;?éiéib{ecsgr;?lt fi(l) l?:he ede ks from 4th Division. It was 3 grave error.
tions.
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So was the plan, devised by Ismail, we were ordered
to adopt. Four armored brigades and one mecharize
infantry brigade were to make four independent thrusts

Southern sector: One armored brigade in the direc
tion of the Mitla Pass. One mechanized infantry brigadi
in the direction of Gedy Pass. '

Central sector: Two armored brigades in the direction

en. Within the hoyr
third time.

I'was on my way to the canal f.
[
1600 hours: | o

reached Second Ar d
of Tasa. and asked f | My advanced HQ
Northern sector: One armored brigade in the direc bed witlf a gﬁeﬁciinsoun fiwas cold the truch. He was in
of Baluza. WI. As news had ¢

Barring a miracle, the attack had no chance of stie GS
whatever. The enemy had 900 tanks in their operation
zone. We were attacking with 400. We were doing
against well-prepared positions, in precisely the P
packets” which had cost the enemy so dearly over O
ber 8-9. And we were condemning our tank crev
attack over open terrain dominated by enemy air po

Sunday, October 14 ' = ¢ needed specialist treatment. But when |

The outcome was predictable. Qur attack s
first light. Concentrated enemy fire from well:co ~ allow; but at s .
: th :
tanks supported by a high density of anti-tan guided 8 entreaty I did postpone €vacuation until
weapons and close air support halted all fou

within ten miles. By midday, our forces we ) until after the
to return to the bridgeheads. We had lost 250 ta Then I set ab
than we had lost in the whole war so ' avout picking up the pieces. I ¢

far.

had lost 50. &

1100 hours: When it was clear ourat
beyond redemption, I phoned Second Ar
asked for General Mamoun. His Chief of

d the same to them. And | told Gen-
21st Armored Division,
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that I wanted to drive over into Sinai to see him at once;,
(Oraby advised against it, saying it would be dark soon,
my driver could lose his way, and a battlefield by night
was no place for a Chief of Staff. But I insisted. The re:
construction of resources and morale was an urgent task,)
1700 bours: 1 left Second Army HQ heading south to:
the nearest bridge. I arrived to find an enemy artillery
barrage in progress and the bridge destroyed. I drove on
to the second—to find it taken up to avoid destructio
in the same barrage. There was no way I could cross-in:
the central sector. e
I decided to return to Second Army HQ. By now:
was dark, and we made slow progress through endles
‘identity and password checks. No sooner were we bagl
at the destroyed bridge than the enemy barrage resum
We sped through the shellbursts, My vehicle was

scratched, but the car behind me, carrying my squa ing. From Ogtoegeizl 'llht“;vsy?an front was already stabiliz- |
guards, was hit and one of the guards injured. - one mechanized—had b © fraqt lelSlO_nS—one armored, z
2000 hours: Finally back at Second Army HQ Arri €8UN 1o share in the battle, The |

phoned Oraby again, to explain why I could not se to be followed later b
and to wish him luck. Then I set off for Cairo. " I

2300 hours: Back at Center Ten. A full report to Ist
.. Midnight: The President phoned to ask about my tr we not withd

be another exp

L] 1 -
- . lanati
adat’s decision. Only he kn ows on for President

what it is.

attack was mounted. It was, of course, President
decision. He has since claimed he did it to reliev
pressure on the Syrian front. That has to_.__.'_b_c_

Egypt could have forced Israel to switch resc
Golan to Sinai only by posing a significant th
security of Israel. At no point did our forces

_W'o'rse was to come. Thj
rair defense screens in

§ morning a dot appeared on
Center Ten, movi

'qa«:\%‘.w_"__ﬁw"'j

it
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We knew what it was. We had seen it before. At appro_x1-_
mately 1330 hours on October 13, as we prepared the
last details of our doomed attack, a dot bad appefared
following the same route. I had watched its trackh Oi.
few minutes, then called Genergl Fahmy to ask why hi
SAM crews were letting this thing prm_nenade over us
He replied giving me the speed and altitude of the d.ot-
Mach Three plus and 20 miles plus. Then of course we
realized what it was: an SR-71A, the American recon-
naissance counterpart of the MIG-235. :
On that first flight, its cameras woulc.1 ‘h'avg note
enough to tell skilled analysts of our tank divisions moy
across the canal. This second pass would reveal that th
west -bank was- now virtually----den-uded--_of armor: W
could assume the Israelis would learn tius W;ttl;:ls
. It added urgency to my request to Ismai lis morn
i}:q(:guiliat we imme%iately withdraw the 4th and___%l Ar
mored Divisions to the west bank once more—i 1cludi
the 21st’s brigade which had beep attached to 16t
sion. We could strengthen our brlc!geheads W;.t.h__.an.
mines; but the priority, as | saw it, was to return th
two divisions to the second liine to restore defenses w
now wholly unbalanced. o .
Welrsfna?l' replied )t(hat withdrawal might panic-our tro.
I disagreed. The operation need not be pal_’l_i(_:k:
be carefully undertaken under cover of Se?ond and
Armies. Ismail retorted that the enemy might i
as a sign of weakness. It seemed foolish to-m
War is rarely determined by gestures, anf.’:_-ln
Israel would soon have the facts at’ 1ts”c.1 sposa
saw it was useless to argue. Ismail’s unsp
was that he was to accompany the Pre_std_efi fof
ple’s Assembly next morning and wanteq 10 Suspl
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weakness to tarnish his triumph. So began Blunder Num-
ber Two.

Tuesday, October 16

Mid-morning: First news of the enemy penetration,

Second Army HQ phoned to report that small parties of
enemy tanks had succeeded in crossing to the west bank

steps to destroy them.

Our planning, as [ have said, had assumed the enemy

- would try to take our bridgeheads from the rear, We

“was Deversoir., (That was where 16¢h Division in the
_north met 7th Division in the south
an enemy thrust.) We had even assigned units to deal
with our predictions, To dea] with a breach at Deversoir
we had briefed and exercised the 4th Armored Division

» a classic target for

nd 25th Independent Armored Brigade, both of which

ur strategic reserve, Of those, the 130 or so not part of
¢ Presidential Guard could be deployed. T alerted the
Serve units we had in the Cairo area to be ready to

move if Second Army lost control of the situation,

Midday: News was still confused. Some of our rear

AM units, stationed almost ten miles behingd the canal,

gan to report attacks by enemy tanks. Nobody seemed
know where the tanks had come from. They would
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appear in the vicinity of a SAM batte_ry, shell 1 from... '
around 2,000 yards (these rear batteries had nio long-
range anti-tank weapons) and then disappear unhindered, _
to appear again who knew where. The reports SPOk? _Of -
7-10 tanks in each party. o
Afternoon: Aftef Isrflail’s return frqm the People 5§
Assembly, we held a conference to d(?c1de how to de{i_l .
with the enemy penetration. We decided to take cot-
certed action against the penetration by next morning;
October 17. But what? o
Second Army’s reserve, the 21st Armored D1v1ls_1011_,..
was now in contact with the enemy gnd could UQt';:'bﬁ'_
immediately withdrawn. [ proposed instead we Wi
draw_units from Third Army, which was under
pressure: specifically our other reserve formar_;_lo. .
Division, plus the 25th Independent Armored.__ Br:ga
which, armed with those T-62s, had been reinforcir
the 7th Division bridgehead. That would give us am
troops on the west bank to cope with th? penetratio
It had the added advantage that 4th Division and
25th Independent Armored Brigade had be_en__t___ra
counter just this penetration. Qur counterfa-t_tas: - coul
be launched from the southwest, driving dir E__CﬂY orth
east for the enemy crossing point. Sim'}llt'gn:é_ouis_l
Division would thrust south down the Sinai ba
the enemy’s corridor to the crossing.. i 8
Ismail rejected the plan. He was still against the !
fer of any forces from Sinai. We agreed th?t 2
should thrust south. But he wanted 2.5.1'_11
tack north from its existing positions in the 1}
bridgehead. Meanwhile, one of our._lpfantr- u
in reserve on the west bank, the 116th Infan
should attack due east towards the cros

Minister.

Center Ten and joined us in the Oeprations
mail explained tomorrow’s plan. I regarded i
concetved and dangerous that ] pressed m
proposal to the President in the hope he wou
Ismail. Suddenly Sadat lost his temper.

If you persist in these proposals

but Sadat was in such a

ounter-attack. Secretly,

Ur own crossing had proved, infantry with enough anti-

War
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reckless plan. Even when I explained the details to him,
Ismail seemed incapable of grasping the danger of asking
an armored brigade, the 25th, to advance about 25 miles
with its left flank trapped against water and itg right
flank open to enemy attack. I phoned Third Army HQ.
Wasel said he and the Commander of the 25th Brigade
both agreed with me. It was too dangerous to attack
along the eastern shore. They proposed their attack be
launched from the west bank. We were vetoed by the

Evening: A few hours later, the President arrived at

Room, Is-
t-as so ill-
y counter-
Iid overrule

“Why do you

I'will court-martial you,
I do not want to hear another word.”

Iwas deeply hurt. I tried to exp
vers were forced on us by our weakness on the west bank,

lain why such maneu-

temper he would not even listen.
sign on the spot. But I could not

» I held my tongue.
idnight: The orders had been issued for the Ismail

I'had taken one step that might
' our position on the west bank after it inevitable

The crucial reserves of any army are its armor. But as
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or at least postpone the assault. I was adamant. Finally,
he muttered the desperate words: “I.g hawiy wala gowata
illa billah.” (“Man has strength for nothing without the
strength of God,” the old Moslem prayer of those who
find themselves powerless under superior force, in effect
a prayer of resignation. ) Then he said: “Very well, T will
carry out the orders. But | know, and 1 am telling you,
that this brigade is going to be destroyed. I put down the
phone sick at heart, Wasel’s views were mine. But in

‘any command at any level the distinction between dis-

cussion and decision must be absolute. The decision had

been made. I did not beljeve it was right, But it was now

- my job, and Wasel’s, to carry it out,
“First light: The enemy bridgehead now stretched about
ree miles north from Deversoir, Their dispositions to
protect and enlarge it were those one would expect:

- —One armored division secured the bridgehead. Its

-line: one armored bri-

We had good numbers of infgntry s'till in reserve Onhthe
west bank, the principal units being threcf: parac 'Il"llfe |
brigades and the 3rd Mechan{zed Infantry D.w1310r!. 12 |

roblem was that we had stripped ealch of its anti-tan <
" ided weapons battalion. The battalions had gone over
ilthe crossing. Our plan had b.een to return t}?e’m tof their :
proper units as soon as possible; but Ismail’s refusal;
echoing the President, to move a man or a \{vsaspon }?L; |
of Sinai had prevented even t.hlS withdrawal. o while
the battalions sat idle in Sinai—the enemy presenU;lg no.
targets—their own units now fa.ced the prospecc;t of co
fronting enemy armor in a drastllcaliy Weal‘:en_f1 staté

T had a quiet word with the director- (.)f.a_rtl er? e X
eral Said el Mahy. On my own resp(:)nslblh'g/},1 and: i ¢
out telling Ismail, I ordered the steagiy wit drz;x.y ‘o
those anti-tank guided weapons battalions from inai to
their parent units on the west bank. Then I went tg snat
a few hours sleep.

ing the crossing. Second line:
the east bank.

—One armored brigade and one infantry brigade on
he east bank were holding and countering the assaults

s of our nearest armored force, 21st Division,
0300 hours: The chief operations duty office One division with three armored briggdes was wait-
General Wasel was on the line, wanting m i Just over ten miles to the east for the bridge the enemy

in:(;Okethe phone. Wasel said that because Of _.__(:C_h _ building, Immediately when it was laid the division
problems the 25th Armored Brigade coul.d no vould cross.
its attack at first light after all. , o

Privately, 1 appreciated Wasels_ motives. B
him it was an attack concerted with othcr_f__fgr:
it was impossible to stop or postpone; 25 th Enga
have to play its part. Wasel pleaded with :.me

one armored brigade on

Wednesday, October 17
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six armored brigades and two infantry brigades while
holding the rest of their front with only two armorc?d
brigades. In other words, 80 percent of the enemy’s aval.la '
able forces were concentrated along the axis of their
main thrust, &
I'am ashamed to reveal our deployment on October 17.
In all, we had 20 infantry brigades and light armored
brigades grouped into five infantry divisions and two
armored divisions. Each infantry division has the follow-
ing units as organic: four tank battalions; one BMP.
battalion; one anti-tank guided weapon battalion; one
anti-tank battalion; nine artillery battalions (124 tanks:
36 MALOTKAs; 40 PMPs; 36 anti-tank guns, 85mm;
90 recoiless guns, 82 and 107mm; 535 RPGs; an__c:l'_-IO'S;
field artillery pieces that could also be used as anti-tan
weapons). When well-trenched with these weapons, a
infantry division could repel an armored attack of up't
three armored brigades. Nevertheless, we rem_f_'q'rce
each infantry division with 36 extra ant:—tank-gu;__ fe
weapons; 21 pieces of selprrOpell‘ed SU-100 anti-tan
guns; and an entire armored brigade. The armore
brigade and anti-tank guided weapon supplf:mgntl
each division had been added solely to raise the 1_n_far_1_;r__
anti-tank capabilities during the crossing. Our. pl n
always been to return those reinforcements__:- ot
mother units. I was now pulling back the_j_ nti
guided weapons. But the political decision t Y Wit
not a man or weapon from Sinai kept those t n
there. On the morning of October 17, then, th
armored brigades which, somewhat deplet’éd-;_by._ at
we had at the front were deployed as follows: ._

-armored brigade ranged

17 the Battle of Deverso

‘posed to hit simultaneous]
such cases—technical app

synchronization was lost. Each attacking force was left
to fight its own battle. Our 116th Infantry Brigade ad-
anced east into the cnemy bridgehead. It succeeded i
destroying several enem
were barely a mile from the waterway the brigade came
under heavy fire. With ca
to pull back,

b1
—Four armored brigades virtually idle o

. War 259

among our bridgeheads of 18th Divi
7th Division and 19th Division,

~—One armored brigade attackin
Third Army bridgehead.

—The two tank brigades of 21t
and bone-weary from three days of
combat, attacking southward.

—More than ten miles

sion, 2nd Division,
g northward from

Division, battered
virtually ceaseless

west of the canal, one single

) along more than 40 miles of
front to prevent further infiltration,

Less than 40 percent o

That was Blunder Number Three. Through October

ir ran to its appointed conclusion,
Phase One: The three prongs of our attack were sup-

y. But as usually happens in
roaches on external lineg—

y tanks. But when our troops
sualties mounting, it was forced
Phase Two: Pushing south on the opposite biank, 21st

ision succeeded in cutting the enemy’s main route
Deversoir from the east. But it could get no further,

|
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: Phase Three: Advancing north, 2Sth Brigade was
: wiped out. The enemy division of three al_rmorfed bri-
gades waiting ten miles to the east for their brlc_lge.: to
open moved against our lone brigade and caught it ina
classic ambush. One brigade moved to block our line of _
advance. A second took up position on our right. The

third swung in a flanking maneuver to take our brigade -

in the rear. When our tanks rolled north in the killing
ground, they were attacked from three sides and trapped-
against the lakes on the fourth. Our crews fought des-

were only a few survivors to pull back to Third Army
bridgehead. It was an utter waste. S

perately against the odds. But when night came there

Thursday, October 18

Morning: Through the night the enemy’s first bride
had been laid. By dawn the enemy had on the west ban
three armored brigades and an infantry brigade: Apai
this considerable presence we now sent the 23rd Armo
Brigade, one of the two brigades of our ultimate-,__s
gic reserve. It was repelled with heavy losses. . -

Midday: By now another armored brigade h_gd.grgss
swelling the enemy force to four armored briga
one infantry brigade. With the virtual destr'U'q
23rd Brigade, we had on the west bank just__?wo-g'
brigades that held back when 4th Division had bei
into Sinai for our doomed attack, and the
Guard still in its peacetime barracks in Cairo
The enemy had won the Battle of De IS¢
next step must be to pour across more armo

.many precautions. Their personal anti-tank weapons
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and thrust north and south simultaneously behind both
our armies, _

Drastic action would be needed to stop this. But would
the President and his Minister of War have the courage
to take it? Already the regime was falling victim to its
own lies. With cynical irresponsibility Ismail was an-
nouncing and our media were reporting that the enemy
penetration still amounted to seven tanks hiding in the
thickets around Deversoir. Our own armed forces were
by now the principal victims of this nonsense. Convoys
found themselves ambushed. Rear headquarters, guard
units, and most damagingly, SAM batteries found them-
selves under sudden fire without the faintest idea what

“was going on. A general alert to all unirs had been for-
“bidden as “likely to induce panic.” All these men knew

-were the lies they read. Not that they could have taken

were all lying in Sinai, victims of the “no withdrawal”
decree.

At least yesterday and today had brought back to the
west bank some of the sub-units of the anti-tank guided
‘weapon battalions we had split up and sent over the canal
as reinforcements in the initial assault. (We had sent
over two such anti-tank guided weapon battalions,
split into six companies. These now withdrew. Each
division of course, also had its own anti-tank guided
weapon battalion integrated into its structure. There
as no question of withdrawing those, merely the rein-
rcements. ) But so few even of our senior field com-

{

.
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One divisional commander in Sinai within the1 Tfh:;i
Army bridgehead phoned me to say that remova Icl) v
reinforcement anti-tank guidec_i weapon CfOIHPa Yosi- _
had would “endanger the stability of my de ensTe p st
tion.” I gave him the alibi he wanted. ¢ Ye_s,_ yes, append'
ciate that,” I said. “I bear sole responsibility. Just s .
uickly.” o
the\r;::tqon thz: west bank hundreds of people were b;:;:g_
killed and thousands taken prisoner. Swift ::_1;111 orec
thrusts with close air—suppﬁrthaglams; ug}[;é‘:ﬁ:d e
i 18 . L
was the sort of war at which the Israe - rac
i i | they had been unable
th a real fight east of the cana db _
:Zl take a single prisoner. Now they were plc?ng ..... ;1 l];;;ﬂel;
dredsto provide the p‘rOpggéﬁd’é(’i'at ;Vhtlfl?(;:g Oen e
lled. And all the time the steady des AN
;:iie: was tearing a hole in our air d_elienses through whch
Israeli air force could pass at will. o
thel 485?) hours: The President arrw@d in the Ope}x;a.t_l ns
Room. Ismail described the situiatlon. AE }33?2‘5 :rg{o_r
i to wi -ar
were driven to adopt my own plan ol
d to sabotage ¢
the east bank. They procegde .
gl?:n They decided .we..‘wou,ldﬂ\wnhd_r_gw_,kclmlﬁf-ahsl_r_:g
, armored brigade from Third Army bridgehead, £
gade_ from 4th Divisiqq_ whld:1 | had g;)
teack. What good could that do now: .
aii‘%}\iﬁé ot asked ro speak and T volunteered no 5)
It would have been a waste of breath. The Presi

that the job of a
tary men, seemed unable to grasp L
mai{ader is to think ahead. A GHQ must be df:alln

events foreseen two and preferably_ three 0;
away. The imagination and foresight with
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manages that is one of the inescapable tests of a com-
mander:

because if there is one rule about a battle it is:
“What is possible today may not be possible tomorrow.”
Ismail responded only to the present or the
past: their decision lagged hopelessly behind events,
This latest edict was 4 prime instance, They could not
see that what might have sufficed two or three days ago
was wholly inadequate now. Even as they deliberated,
a fifth enemy armored brigade was starting across. With-
drawing one armored brigade over the coming night of
18/19 was not going to contain, let alone rol| back, an
enemy bridgehead now two divisions in strength.

Finally, the President turned to me. I was to move to
Second Army to raise its morale and to do my best to
Stop its position from deteriorating further. The arm
must not be encircled. At 1445 hours set off from Cen-

ter Ten, Before [ left the Operations Room, it was made

clear that the tanks of 4th Division, which now had to
cover the rear of both Second and Third Armies, would
take orders directly from Center Ten. Second Army
would not have a single tank under its own command
west of the canal.,

1730 hours: 1 arrived at Second Army HQ. This was

ne infantry brigade, prepared to move north. General

Adan, with three armored brigades, prepared to
ead west and south.,




 —Whatever anyone said, withdraw the 15th Indepen
dent Armored Brigade with its T-62 to the west bank to.
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—On the Sinai side, the enemy’s crossing was fur ,
secure. Fire from the west bank onto 21st DlV.ISlOIl s
flank had forced them to pull back. In effect, the right or

southern flank of the Second Army had been driven I;OI;lh
to a line opposite Serabeum on the west bank—and the

1 i i d.
enemy’s corridor correspondingly widene

—1If Sharon’s division did thrust north, all we had on ..
the west bank guarding the rear ‘o_f Second Army was :
the 150th Parachute Brigade, positioned to stem an at-

Lk towards Ismailia. o
tac\?(/h(‘)arlvl discussed all this with General Abdel Monglm
Khalil, who had replaced Saad Mamoun as Command.er

of Second Army, his plan was:

guard the army’s rear north of the fres‘h-water.'c’a‘
which cut across from Ismailia west to Cairo.
—Destroy all the bridges over that canal.'
—Defend the west bank south of canal with the.
igade. o
Paf‘-ﬁg;;gﬁigie harass the Deversoir crossing points w
artillery fire and commandf) raids. L
I approved the plan. Given the llm_l_'gl_tlol:r:ls- 'lth
upon us, there was little more we could do: o;_‘_:l
24 hours, Khalil and I stayed together, save only
one of us would nap for an hour or two. E
Qur first concern was to strengthen and____en ol
the 182nd Parachute Brigade? which was now ..._e_
the first brunt of Sharon’s drive north. Eve V.
enemy gained would widen the thrf:at to the:_r_e_ars
Division and 21st Division, forcing them_.
north. Qur other concern was to throw ever

150

But
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had at the enemy crossing points. Through the night of

October 18~19 the enemy tried to build their second
bridge. But our artillery fire—well directed by our for-
ward observation posts—disrupted the work. From
intercepted radio traffic we knew we were causing heavy
losses. But it was not enough.

Friday, October 19

Morning: The enemy tanks kept up the battering of

our paratroopers. In the early hours, our troops forward
positions were pushed back and we lost sight of the bridge
area. Our artillery continued to pound away,
‘to data we received about the enemy bridge sites. The
enemy got their second bridge across. Our pa
-inflicted a heavy toll but in the end some of their positions
-were stormed. The rest could be only a questi

according
ratroopers

on of time.
Late afternoon: 1 drove back to Center Ten and gave

the Minister a full report on the position of Second Army.
Iwas told of the situation facing Third Army. It was not
good—and for the same reason as ever. We still had more
troops on the east bank than we needed, but too few on
the west bank to counter what was now 2 very real threat

proposed we withdraw the four armored brigades that
ere still on the east bank (two with 16th Division, one
ith 2nd Division, and one with 19th Division). Ismail
fused. No unit would be withdrawn from Sinai,

went to confer with my assistants. I did not hide from
em my conviction that unless we withdrew armor from
cast to save the west, the outcome now looked grave,

hat could we do? One of them suggested I call the
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i nd put the situation to him. [ agreed. B
PrfI:Slede(:lr;t;acklzo Ismail and told him that myself andTmy
senior staff wanted the President to come to Ceniter en
to learn the situation for himself. Ismail was re uctanti .
It was a bit late, he said. (It was about 2200 h(l)ursf.t) -
insisted he call the President and left the room on yI a e.rl
receiving an affirmative answer. Minutes .later sn‘é&a;
came out to tell me the Premden.t was on_hxs Wa)&: / 3
neced not make this a public meeting, he said; we should -
limit it to a minimum. I agreed an'd called only five COX?-
manders to attend: Mubarak (Air Force)§ Fal}mg ( ir.
Defense); Mahy (Artillery); Qamassy (Chief o .pef
tions); Nassar (Defens;: Intelligence Department); pu
“ Mth‘;%l(r)nlsat;:ni: Thg President arri\'fed, accompameﬁ_?
the Minister for Presidential Affag’s,, Abfiel Fatah_._ﬁb
dullah. They went directly to Ismail’s office whe;.:l t
remained closeted for more than half-an-hour w 11_:? :
rest of us cooled our heels in the conference room offt
ions Room. ‘ |
OPZ?; g (l)aours: The trio emerged. The meeting bggar_}-;
turn, Sadat asked each commander except myself
make his report. I was not asked to speak. Th? repo
were truthful, detailed, frank. As the la§t one finis
the President said simply: “We will not mthdraﬁ a
soldier from the east to the west.” Stll}jﬂ gpade no
ment. “Say something,” Abduilah whispered.. e
him. What was there to say? Ismail Wouldhave o
gment that the withdrawal o

After the withdrawal of the four armored brigades

I was suggesting, we would have still had in our bridge-
heads 18 infantry brigades reinforced with 22 tank bat-
talions, § BMP battalions, § anti-tani guided weapon
battalions, § ATK gun battalions, 60 field artillery bat-
talions, and 15§ heavy mortar battalions. This force in
figures, after excluding casualties, was as follows:
—90,000 officers and men
—3,500 ATK pieces (consisting of 500 tanks, 350 antj-

tank guided weapons, 150 85mm guns, 400 $2mm
and 107mm recoiless, 2,100 RPG)
—700 field artillery pieces that also could be used as

ATK guns in cases of armored attack
—250 heavy mortars {120 mm and 160 mm})

The enemy on the other hand had only about 300

tanks, and in the worst case could raise their number to

300, but only at the expense of the Syrian front or at the
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“between the Bitter Lakes and the Cairo-Suez road w;s
ideal tank country, and the enemy reverted to thg; tr}a i-
tional tactics of using small groups pf armor with close
air-support. Even so, the enemy’s gains were surprisingly
limited. The resistance of our infantry and paratroopers
was tenacious beyond praise. And by now the enfa(;ndy
had learned healthy respect for our anti-tank gui bi |
weapons. So despite their air cover and gnchallengea :
superiority in armcl)r———sixdbrlga'des against our two-—

' ress was slow and cautious. e
the]?i)rzplré);g;hours on Monday, Octqber 2.2, thfe tl.I;‘-le of
the first ceasefire, they had in fact gamed,httle_ signi 1chag_t.:
ground. The northern thrust of Sharon’s brfga(‘ie‘s ad

been more or.less halted. To the‘ south, Adan’s dIV.I.S. Ifl
had made more ground, reaching the area of Genei
from where their artillery could shell the Cairo-Suez roa
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one to pin down ours, so allowing the other three enemy
brigades to drive south without question.

To excuse this, the enemy adopted their usual expe-
dient of claiming we had started it—as if a concerted
attack by four armored brigades is whistled up in min-
utes. And ever since, their propagandists have depicted
the drive south as a dashing and gallant action. Driving
unopposed past administrative bases and rest camps full
of wounded men, through checkpoints manned by weary
soldiers relaxing in the knowledge of a ceasefire, does
not strike me as particularly gallant, but perhaps I am
old fashioned.

Still unopposed, the Israelis encircled the town of Suez
nd continued south to reach Adabia on the coast some
ten miles below Suez. They were driving in a convoy,

s on, while our scattered out-

But thei ualties were heavy and would have grow posts gawked at them. Sporgdically on the road south

ut thetr cas . before the ceasefire, we launiche rom Suez, a few shots were fired at them, usually on the
heavier. A few .ml.TUteSSC%DS) into their Deversoir con _ initiative of some junior officer with the wit to be Suspi-
three %“17]3 (r"}l}hs:lbe;riage which the President promptl ' cious of this strange procession. But the naval garrison
centrations, :

o o I Kabh _ at Adabia was surprised
claimed had been by our own fictitious missile, A | a . le, overwhelme d.

and, after a savage little strug-

Tuesday, October 23

Determined to improve their b’arg‘aining position,
Israelis promptly breached the ceasefire to compigtg |
encirclement of our Third Army. They launcb_f_:__.__-_a co
certed assault by four armored brigades. We had on
two armored brigades west of the canal: onel.-bg
any thrust westward by Sharon; the oth.el_'_._ b ok
similar thrust in the southern sector. The enemy,
concentrated four brigades in that southern sector

The only gallantry discernible in the episode came
ext morning. Reasoning that the enemy had broken
he ceasefire, the commander of our Adabia sector launch-
¢ 2 counterattack with the forces at his disposal. They

isted of one infantry company and seven ancient
34 tanks. In corners of the Adabia naval base, isolated
ckets of our men were fighting on. This little force set
to relieve them. The enemy’s dash and swagger did
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—-were open prey-to enemy- air-attacks. They-could not

not extend as far as combat. To deal Witb seven ol:odsolv.?tt}f:1
tanks they summoned their air force, which aréwe Wéd
napalm and missiles. The seven tanks were1 esnioy n;
the infantry company wiped out. A few days later dwe
to see the blackened hulls. I was very pr9ud—§ph \gerzrl
sick of the weakness and vanity and lying which ha
ch a sacrifice. ‘
br%l;ggtcigber 24 our military position was asdl?ald.as it
could be. The Third Army—two reinforced 1vxizons,
about 45,000 men and 250 tanks—was compLete y cut
off. They had four days’ food and water. They Everl(z
dominated by enemy armor on top of our own west zla]n :
ramparts. Out of range of our surviving SAM units, they:

CHAPTER SEVEN: HELPING HANDS
— < TAPTER SEVEN: HELPING HANDS

THE PRESIDENT had thrown
Egypt had ever assembled. He had thrown away the
biggest airlift the Soviet Union had ever mounted. He

had thrown away the greatest collaborative effort the
Arabs had achieved in a gene

fight their way west: air strikes had aiready_destroye_d_-._
most of Third Army’s limited stock of cr(?ssm%l equ
ment. They could not be relieved: enemy air {inh arm(l)_1
superiority was such that we could not break throug

away the greatest army-\

: ration. So many lies have

And after the enemy air force startec‘l systematic work since been told abogt each of those aspects of the war

the Third Army soon had 600 casualties needing evacg_ Fh_at,_before recounting the denouement of our disaster,

o, Hopeless . it is right I set the record Vstrragrgh:t.an the eve of the Octo-
' ber War, Egypt had the following:

Combat Force
—19 infantry brigades
—38 mechanized brigades
—10 armored brigades
—3 airborne brigades

1 amphibious brigade
—1 R-17E SSM brigade
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