Issue Date: July 17, 1968
Middle East:
Arab-Israel Clashes

Several clashes broke out along the Israeli borders with Lebanon and Jordan in May and June, and Israel reported killing a number of Arab guerrillas in June and July. Among the developments:

· Israeli and Lebanese forces exchanged mortar fire across the cease-fire line May 12 and June 15. In the May 12 clash, fire was exchanged between the Israeli village of Menara and the Lebanese village of Huleh. Lebanon protested the incident to the UN. Mortar fire was exchanged June 15 between Menara and the Lebanese village of Meis el Jabal. Israel reported no casualties or damage and accused Lebanon of starting the firing. Lebanon charged that the Israelis had fired first on Meis el Jabal, wounding 4 civilians.

· Israeli and Jordanian troops dueled twice the night of June 17 across the Jordan River. An Israeli military spokesman said the Jordanians had opened fire on Israeli positions in the Beisan Valley. Further firing across the Jordan River was reported June 18, June 23 and July 5.

Israel reported June 22 that its forces had killed 11 Arab guerrillas of an Al Fatah unit near Jericho. One Israeli soldier was killed. An Israeli spokesman reported July 9 that an Israeli patrol had killed 4 infiltrators in a clash that day near the Damiya Bridge across the Jordan.

· An Israeli soldier was killed June 17 in an exchange of fire with Arab saboteurs on the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights of Syria, Israel reported.

· Israeli forces June 18 killed all 5 members of an Egyptian-patrol caught near Romani in the northwest part of the Israeli-occupied Sinai Desert.

(Al Fatah, the Arab commando organization, issued a summary [reported June 16] of its recent activities against Israel. According to the report, Al Fatah claimed 37 guerrilla attacks in April 4, 9 in May and 10 in the first 9 days of June.)

(Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan told the Knesset [parliament] June 12 that Israel had suffered 578 killed and wounded in the period from the cease-fire at the end of the June 1967 war to June 4.)

(The Palestine National Council, consisting of the Palestine Liberation Organization, Al Fatah and a number of smaller Arab guerrilla groups, held its first meeting in Cairo July 10 to plan a coordinated strategy against Israel. UAR Labor Minister Kamal Rifaat told the conferees that the "Arab nation rejects defeat and demands victory." "You have chosen to wage a holy war of liberation," he declared.)

