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Integration of Dadra and Nagar Haveli. - Rejection of 
Portuguese Protest. 

Legislation was introduced in the Lok Sabha on Aug. 11 providing for the integration of the 
former Portuguese enclaves of Dadra and Nagar Haveli into the Republic of India. The two 
enclaves, consisting of about 160 square miles on the west coast of India with a population of 
52,000, had been part of the Portuguese territory of Damao (Daman) but separated from it by a 
16-mile strip of Indian territory; the inhabitants had overthrown Portuguese rule in 1954 [see 
14294 A] and sought a merger with India, culminating in a formal request for incorporation 
made on June 12, 1961, by the Varishta Panchayat, which had been administering the two areas 
since 1955. 

The legislation consisted of two Bills, the first one amending the First Schedule and Article 240 
of the Indian Constitution to make Dadra and Nagar Haveli the seventh Union Territory with 
retrospective effect from Aug. 11, and the second amending the Representation of the People 
Act, entitling the new territory to one seat in the Lok Sabha, and providing for its administration. 

It was laid down that the territory would come under an Administrator; that the Varishta 
Panchayat would exercise an advisory role on the pattern of territorial councils; that all judges, 
magistrates, and other executive officers at present serving the two areas would continue to 
exercise their functions; that the jurisdiction of the Bombay High Court would be extended to the 
new territory; and that pending the election of a member to the Lok Sabha the President would 
nominate one. 

The Constitution (Tenth Amendment) Bill was unanimously passed by the Lok Sabha on Aug. 
14 and by the Rajya Sabha on Aug. 16, obtaining 343 votes to nil in the former and 162 votes to 
nil in the latter House and thus complying with the constitutional requirement of a two-thirds 
majority. 

During the Lok Sabha debate Opposition amendments (later withdrawn or ruled out of order) 
sought to include Goa, Daman, and Diu within the Bill's scope, and Opposition members 
demanded effective steps to free the people of these territories. 

Mr. Nehru, replying, deprecated any immediate action, stressing that India should not do 
anything which would shake the confidence of the world in her peaceful policy, and saying that a 
small fire started somewhere might spread everywhere. As for the amendments seeking to 
incorporate Goa, Daman, and Diu, Mr. Nehru said that while they all desired that these areas 
should become part of India, the Constitution could not be amended “to put in it our wishes for 
the future,” but that he had no doubt that they would take the decision “when the time is ripe and 
right for it.” He strongly attacked Portuguese “imperialism” and condemned particularly the 
Portuguese actions in Angola. 



The Dadra and Nagar Haveli Bill was passed by the Lok Sabha on Aug. 17. 

A strong Portuguese protest against the Indian legislation was sent on Aug. 16 through the 
Brazilian Government, which took charge of Portuguese interests in India after the severance of 
diplomatic relations. The Note denounced the Indian attitude as “an attempt against international 
relations and the integrity of nations as well as a menace to peace,” and declared that Portugal 
“intends to use her rights” according to the ruling of the International Court [see 17761 B]. In a 
letter to the U.N. security Council on Aug. 18 Portugal described the Indian Parliament's action 
as “a typical ease of international aggression.” 

Mr. Nehru declared on Aug. 17 that India would not allow the Portuguese to pass through Indian 
territory to reach Dadra and Nagar Haveli and that if anyone sought to enter Indian territory be 
would be “ejected with all speed.” It was announced in New Delhi on Aug. 25 that the 
Portuguese protest would bc rejected, but that no reply would be sent to the security Council.–
(The Hindu, Madras - The Statesman, Calcutta - Indian High Commissioner's Office, London - 
Times) (Prev.rep. 17798 B.) 
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