Venezuela: Cuban Raid Charged

The government reported May 12 that troops had intercepted a landing party of 4 Cuban and 8 Venezuelan guerrillas May 8 and had killed or captured all 4 of the Cubans. The Venezuelans reportedly escaped inland to join a rebel group operating in the Bachiller Mountains.

Interior Minister Reinaldo Leandro Moro said May 12 that Cuban First Lieutenant Antonio Briones Moxtoto, 27, had been shot to death and another Cuban had drowned in the landing attempt. Moro displayed 2 captured Cubans, Lieutenant Manuel Gil Castellanos, 25, and Pedro Cabrera Torres, 29, a marine militiaman. (Torres was found hanged in his Caracas prison cell June 2.) Moro said that the landing had taken place at Machurucuto, about 90 miles east of Caracas. The 2 captives admitted to newsmen that they had been sent to infiltrate the Venezuelans. Authorities said they had found supplies and a Russian rifle after the clash. $9,700 in U.S. currency was found on Briones' body.

The Cuban Communist party's Central Committee said May 18 that Cuba was "lending and will continue to lend aid to all those who fight against imperialism.... The committee, acknowledging the Venezuelan charge, said that there was no "need to ask its permission or for forgiveness to fulfill its duty of solidarity with all the revolutionaries of the world, among them the Venezuelan revolutionaries..."

Venezuelan Foreign Minister Ignacio Iribarren Borges said May 16 that his country would ask the Council of the Organization of American States to again take up the problem of Cuban subversion in Latin American countries. The Venezuelan plan called for the OAS to present charges of Cuban aggression to the UN Security Council. The OAS council voted unanimously June 19 to begin an inquiry into the charges. Venezuela's representative, Pedro Paris Montesinos, had warned that Cuba presented a "real, certain and serious danger" to Latin America and had asked that a special OAS mission be appointed to investigate Venezuela's accusations.

(A clash was reported May 15 between rebels and troops in Lara State, 30 miles west of Caracas. 3 guerrillas and one soldier were killed. Lara was the area of activity of the National Liberation Armed Forces, a small Cuban-indorsed guerrilla band led by Douglas Bravo.)
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