Issue Date: August 12, 1964
Cyprus:
Turkish Planes Raid Cyprus

Turkish warplanes attacked widespread targets in northwestern Cyprus with rockets, machineguns, cannon and incendiary bombs August 7-9 in support of Turkish Cypriot forces under heavy assault by Greek Cypriots. At least 100 Greek Cypriots were killed and 200 wounded. The crisis abated as Turkey and Cyprus August 10 accepted a UN Security Council cease-fire proposal. [See 1964 Cyprus: Makarios Asks UN Action]

The Turkish military intervention was precipitated by sharp fighting that had erupted August 5 between Greek and Turkish Cypriots in northwest Cyprus between the villages of Mansoura and Kokkina. A Cyprus radio broadcast August 6 said that Greek Cypriot forces that day had repelled Turkish Cypriot attacks on their positions near Mansoura and other nearby Turkish villages. The broadcast said 4 Greek Cypriots had been killed. It accused the Turkish Cypriots of using a beachhead in the area to land men, arms and supplies from Turkey. Greek Cypriot forces August 7 advanced in the Kokkina section in an effort to wrest control of the beachhead.

A Cypriot government announcement August 7 said 4 U.S.-built Turkish air force jet planes that day had machine-gunned the town of Polis, west of Kokkina, and had struck an Italian freighter in the harbor. The government declared a state of alert. Turkish Deputy Premier Kemal Satir said August 8 that the flight over Polis was meant as a warning, and a UN spokesman said the Turkish planes had not strafed Polis during the August 7 flight but had fired rockets toward the sea.

The Turkish cabinet warned August 8 that Cyprus "may be bombed" unless the U.S. succeeded in finding a solution to the Cyprus question.

Turkish planes later August 8 strafed Polis and the villages of Xeros and Pakhyammos. 24 Greek Cypriots were killed and at least 200 wounded, the Nicosia government reported. One of 3 planes that attacked Xeros was shot down by ground fire. The pilot, unhurt, was taken to Nicosia for questioning. A Greek Cypriot gunboat was strafed in Xeros harbor; 5 crewmen were killed and 13 wounded.

During the Turkish air attack, ground fighting between Greek and Turkish Cypriots continued. Turkish women and children were evacuated from Kokkina, Mansoura and Ayios Theodoros; Greek Cypriots later occupied the latter 2 villages.

A Turkish government announcement August 8 described the air attacks as a "police action" ordered by President Ismet Inonu and limited to preventing Greek Cypriots from advancing on Turkish Cypriot positions in the Tylliria Promontory area. The announcement added: "In view of the actions that the Greek Cypriot President, Makarios, has undertaken to annihilate Turkish Cypriots around the Mansoura area, we contacted the UN and our allies for putting an end to this action. But we could not obtain any results. Turkish air force jets are now cleaning up all Greek Cypriot military vehicles that are on their way to annihilate Turkish Cypriots."

A Turkish Foreign Office announcement August 8 said Turkey's planes would continue "a permanent vigil over Cyprus from the air."

Turkish planes renewed their attacks on northwest Cyprus August 9, when 64 jets attacked the villages of Polis, Khrysokhous, Limni, Yialia, Pakhyammos, Ayios Theodoros and Pamos. A Greek Cypriot official said that 2 Turkish destroyers, 4 miles off Mansoura, had shelled Greek Cypriot coastal towns.

A Turkish official said Ankara had ordered the new air strikes against Cyprus because the Greek Cypriots "had renewed their attacks on our villages this morning."

President Makarios August 9 warned that Greek Cypriots would carry out full-scale attacks on Turkish Cypriot villages unless Turkey halted its air raids. Makarios said he had appealed for foreign medical aid for the air raid victims. He said he also had called on the USSR, Syria and the UAR for military assistance. A reply by UAR President Gamal Abdel Nasser, made public by Nicosia August 11, said Nasser was ready to give Cyprus all the help it needed.

Makarios, in a message to Ankara August 9, proposed a halt in Greek Cypriot attacks on Turkish villages if Turkey stopped air raids first. Turkish Foreign Minister Feridun C. Erkin, rejecting the cease-fire suggestion the same day, insisted that Greek Cypriots would have to cease their military operations before Turkey called off its air strikes.

Turkey had informed the NATO military command August 8 that it had withdrawn its air units and bases from NATO for use in the Cyprus crisis. Some Turkish army units also had been removed from NATO command for possible use in Cyprus.

The NATO Council met on the Cyprus question August 8, and NATO Secretary General Manlio Brosio discussed the crisis August 9 with the Greek and Turkish delegates. Brosio expressed concern in a letter to President Inonu. Inonu said in reply August 10: "Turkey does not wish to become involved in a war with Greece. We are persuaded that the ground for such a war does not exist. The 1960 treaty under which Turkey has assumed responsibility for the maintenance of constitutional order in Cyprus is also binding on Greece."

