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communal riots in the two Bengals had brought Pakistan and
India to the edge of a precipice. Under these circumstances, it
would have been over-optimistic to €xpect that the Award might

pted was a rare example for the
peaceful settlement of other Indo-Pakistan disputes.

It has been mentioned that the Indo-Pakistan Agreement
of April 1948 (in Paragraph 3 of Section 1) had stated that
“Any propaganda for the amalgamation of Pakistan and India
or of portions thereof, including East Bengal, on the one hand,
and West Bengal and Assam or Cooch-Behar or Tripura, on the
other, shall be discouraged”.1 But the Indian Deputy Prime
Minister, Sardar Patel, in a speech at Calcutta on January 14,
1950, remarked “Artificial boundaries cannot separate them
(the Hindus of East Bengal) from us. How can we go to their
help? If we can €xpress sympathy with the people of South
Africa and run to their assistance, it is easier to do so in the
case of the people in East Pakistan. Do not forget that impor-
tant limbs of your mother India have been cut”.2 It was no sur-
prise when, at the beginning of 1950, the Hindu Mahasabha and
the Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh (RSS) openly came out with a
demand for the forcible seizure of East Pakistan and the re-
pudiation of Partition. 3 The echo of Patel’s speech also found

severe riots in the two Bengals, Nehru’s threat of ‘other methods’
resulted in a further deterioration of Indo-Pakistan relations.
On February 23, 1950, the Indian Prime Minister warned Pakis-
tan in his Parliament: “Jf the methods we have suggested are not
agreed to, it may be that we shall have to adopt other methods.”
He added “To me it appears that what has happened in Kashmir
and what is happening in East Bengal are all interlinked and we

The News Chronicle (London), November 8, 1948.
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2The Annual Register, 1951, p.'119. (Bracketed words added.)
3The Hindy (Madras), January 14, 1950.

4Weekly Pakistan News (London), February 18, 1950.
SIndia "News (London), March 4, 1950. (Ttalics added.)
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nnot separate them”.5 This unfortunate statement, particularly
ca

interlinking a part of sovereign Pakistan with the disputed terri-

i kistanis as an open threat
of Kashmir, was taken b){ Pa ' :
:gr{he territorial integrity of their State. Th1§ was certainly nof
step towards peace in the subcontinent, as 1t.generated. a ]vlvar
iaike atmosphere. Pakistan’s Prime Minister, Lla?;att Ali th ;]r;;
i 0 no
invited “all the peace-loving people of the worll
;;‘r’::td a’l’ He S:id, “The truth of the matter is th.a.t the leade;s
of India; have not accepted Pakistan and keep oln dfevnsu'llgh me(t)l(l)(:1 e:-
ing i i i nalterable fact. The s
f undoing it. But Pakistan is an ur - Th
?his is realized by the leaders of India, the 'bem:r”llt will be for
ili i bcontinent.
stability and progress of this su :
the By theyspring of 1950, Pakistan was faced 'w1.th gre.at. thrzafs
to its security: Indian Armed Forces were within s.trlkmg 1si
tance on both its eastern and western borders. Ma_]or-Generad
J.N. Choudhury, who had the experience of the Hyderaba
‘i’olice action’ behind him, was reported to have mazde:r ;ere;;)iz;
i 1 border areas.
naissance tour of the West Benga g Em
ituati ime has been aptly described by
border situation of that time been a) -
i distinguished newspaper,
Stephens, a former editor of the ! .
Staxt)esman (published simultaneously from De.l,hl .and calcuttagr.
“By the first week of March, whatever Delhi’s mltlex}tloxés, v;th
i within a hair’s brea
had nearly come: the two countries were : bre
of it. Troops had been moved, not only in Be‘rilgaldit‘)llilstionmotr;
i j ia’ ure .
rturbing— in the Punjab. India s armo
S;lich nogreal Pakistani counterpart existed, was p}lshed forwa;g
in a way which threatened Lahore.f’3 The Indlaq pres; aar
several Indian leaders were demandlpg a dec!aratlon oh wed
on Pakistan.4 This dangerous situation remained unc ang d
till the signing of the Liaquat-Nehru Agreemen? on the Mln'cl)ir-
ties’ Security, on April 8, 1950. This Indo-P?kl‘stan recc;)nm :.
tion came as an anticlimax to the war hysteffa in the su coneld
nent. Nehru told the Indian Parliament: “We haveksttoptp”5
ourselves at the edge of the precipice and turged our back to it. -
But, to a student of Indo-Pakistan relations, .the agr.eerr;)et
was mer’ely a temporary lull in the long and tragic conflict bet-

1The Times (London), February 28, 1950.

arch 18, 1950. , .
igﬁws"{e;r:rlé;cst:yorned Moon (London, Chatto & Windus, 1953), p. 33

4The New York Herald Tribune, April 11, 1950,
5Ibid.
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