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Uganda Scores Kenya Over Oil Shortage

Ugandan President Idi Amin accused Kenya July 16 of imposing an oil blockade on his nation. He called on neighboring Zaire, Sudan and Rwanda to appeal to Kenya to resume normal shipments. [See 1976 African Affairs: Ugandan-Kenyan Ties Deteriorate]

In separate meetings with ambassadors of the three countries, which also depended on Kenyan oil shipments, Amin said that over 200 tankers and other supply vehicles were held up in Kenya in a deliberate attempt to disrupt Uganda's economy. British subjects who arrived in Nairobi from Uganda July 16 reported that gasoline was scarce in Kampala and that many people had to walk to work, causing problems for Uganda's economy and its civil service operations.

Kenya denied prohibiting oil shipments, but admitted that the Kenya-Uganda railway was operating at only 60% capacity, allegedly because of a lack of spare parts. There were reports July 16 that Kenyan tanker drivers were refusing to enter Uganda because Ugandan soldiers had seized 30 Kenyan tankers bound for Rwanda and Burundi earlier in the week.

In a veiled warning to Kenya, a Ugandan military spokesman said in a July 17 radio broadcast that Ugandan warplanes were capable of flying to Kenya's Indian Ocean port of Mombasa and back without refueling. He also accused Kenya of hiring U.S., British and Israeli mercenaries to patrol the Kenya-Uganda border, and charged that two fighter planes had entered Ugandan airspace from Kenya that afternoon.

A Kenyan government spokesman July 18 called the last charge a "blatant lie." He said Uganda had been supplied with Mirage jets by Libya to replace the MiGs destroyed during the Israeli commando raid on Entebbe Airport July 3. The loan of Mirages was confirmed later July 18 by Libyan Minister of State Mohammed Az-Zawi in Kuwait. [See 1976 African Affairs: Ugandan-Kenyan Ties Deteriorate]

Kenyan Vice President Daniel Arap Moi repeated Kenya's denial of a deliberate economic blockade July 18. There were reports that day that a train carrying fuel had crossed into Uganda after a foreign-currency deposit had been made in a Nairobi bank to cover transport costs.

In a sudden change of mood, President Amin announced in a broadcast reported July 20 that Uganda had no intention of attacking Kenya. He called Ugandans and Kenyans "blood brothers." Amin also commended British Prime Minister James Callaghan for his role during the Uganda-Kenya crisis.

Amin's abrupt change was interpreted by some observers as a reaction to reported mutinies in the Ugandan army. The official Voice of Kenya radio station said July 21 that, according to unnamed sources, 2,000 Ugandan soldiers had refused orders to prepare for an invasion of Kenya and had demanded several months' back pay. Uganda Radio reported July 22 that four officers had been charged with subversion by a military tribunal.

The thaw in the Uganda-Kenya dispute was short-lived, as Uganda's fuel crisis showed no apparent signs of abatement. Uganda announced July 22 a ban on all sales of gasoline for private use, reserving the supply for government vehicles, industry, doctors and schools. Foreign airline flights were suspended effective July 25.

Amin resumed his threats to Kenya July 24. He cut off electricity supplies to Kenya from the Owens Falls power station for lack of fuel, and again threatened to attack Kenya unless fuel shipments came through. He accused Kenya of holding up 600 tanker trucks with oil that had already been paid for. Kenya charged that Amin had not paid for the shipment.

Radio Uganda reported July 25 that Amin had sent telegrams to the United Nations and to the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to appeal for help in the dispute with Kenya. He said that Uganda had fuel supplies to last only 5 more days and he called for fact-finding commissions from both organizations to study the situation.

(A Los Angeles Times correspondent in Nairobi reported July 27 that milk and food were also in short supply in Uganda.)

The OAU announced July 27 that its secretary general, Eteki Mboumoua, would attempt to mediate the Uganda-Kenya dispute July 28. However, Amin appeared to leave little possibility for a settlement when he publicly accused Kenyan President Jomo Kenyatta July 28 of being "not African."

Kenyan Foreign Minister Munyua Waiyaki outlined a series of conditions for improved Kenya-Uganda relations, in a July 27 speech in Nairobi. Among the requirements were: the removal of Ugandan troops from the Kenyan border, the cessation of threats to invade Kenya, full back payment for goods and services and an end to the killing of Kenyans in Uganda. Reports of harassment and violence against the Kenyan community in Uganda had come from Kenyan refugees July 16 and 17.
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