August 1975 - IRAQ 

Agreement between Iraq and Kuwait on Border Dispute. 

It was reported on June 25 that Iraq and Kuwait had reached an agreement settling their long-standing border dispute. No details were given of the agreement, which, diplomatic sources said, still had to be given "legal form". 

With only a short coast-line on the Persian Gulf, - Iraq had for many years maintained territorial claims against Kuwait, particularly in respect of the two islands of Bublyan and Warba, and its recognition of Kuwait in October 1963 was subsequently stated not to imply acceptance of existing borders. The dispute had remained unsettled over the next decade, until in March 1973 Iraqi troops bad occupied part of the disputed territory, although they were quickly obliged to withdraw in the face of general Arab disapproval. Despite this setback, a satisfactory settlement of the dispute remained a prime objective of Iraqi policy in view of the development of the north Rumaila oilfield and the expansion of the Iraqi port of Umm Qasr on the estuary dominated by the two islands at Issue. 

The Iraqi Information Minister, Mr. Tareq Aziz had announced on May 1, 1975, that following contacts between Mr. Sadam Hussein Takriti (Vice-President of the Iraqi Revolutionary Command Council) and Shaikh Sabah as Salim es Sabah (the ruling Amir of Kuwait), Iraq had made concrete proposals with a view to settling the dispute. These were, he had added, that Kuwait should lease half the island of Bublyan to Iraq for 99 years and cede sovereignty over Warba, in return for Iraqi recognition of Kuwait's land borders. 

Further impetus towards a settlement had been provided by President Sadat of Egypt during his visits to Kuwait and Baghdad on May 12-16 following which It had been reported that Kuwait was prepared to lease certain territory to Iraq in return for water-bearing Iraqi territory adjacent to its dry interior. 

A meeting of the Kuwaiti National Assembly held in camera on July 12 to discuss the countrys foreign policy unanimously adopted a resolution which expressed support for" the positive steps which the Government has taken at all levels designed to reach full mutual understanding" with Iraq, but which at the same time stressed "Kuwait's sovereignty over all its territory within the borders which have been approved in accordance with international and bilateral agreements between Kuwait and its neighbours". 

