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Renewal of Egyptian Fedayeen Attacks. - Mobilization 
in Israel. - President Eisenhower's Appeals to Mr. Ben-
Gurion. 
The tense situation in the Middle East arising out of the prolonged Arab-Israeli dispute and Colonel 
Nasser's seizure of the Suez Canal erupted on Oct. 29, when the Israeli Army launched an attack on 
Egyptian positions in the Sinai Peninsula with the avowed aim of eliminating the Fedayeen (Egyptian 
commando) bases from which frequent attacks had been made into Israeli territory. 
On the following day the British and French Governments sent 12-hour ultimatums to both Israel and 
Egypt which (1) called upon the two countries to cease hostilities by land, sea and air immediately; (2) 
called upon their military forces to withdraw to a distance of ten miles cast of the Suez Canal in the case of 
Israel and ten miles west of the Canal in the case of Egypt; and (3) requested the Egyptian Government to 
allow Anglo-French forces to be stationed temporarily at three points on the Canal—Port Said, Ismailia, 
and Suez—with the aim of separating the belligerents and ensuring the safety of shipping using the Canal. 
The ultimatum was accepted by Israel but rejected by Egypt; who refused to agree to the temporary 
stationing of British and French forces at Port Said, Ismailia, and Suez. As a result of Egypt's refusal to 
comply with this request, British and French air forces based on Cyprus began an offensive against 
Egyptian airfields and other military installations, followed a few days later by paratroop landings in the 
Canal Zone. 
During the fortnight preceding the Israeli attack in Sinai, a number of Fedayeen incursions had been made 
into Israeli territory, causing casualties in killed and wounded. Three Israeli soldiers were killed and 27 
injured, many seriously, when a military vehicle was blown up by road-mines inside Israeli territory near El 
Auja on Oct. 21. A week earlier two Egyptian Fedayeen commandos were killed and two captured near the 
Israeli settlement of Sde Boker, the captives admitting that they had been sent into Israel for reconnaissance 
purposes by the Egyptian intelligence service. 
Partial mobilization was announced in Israel on Oct. 28, an official statement saying that this had been 
necessitated by (1) the renewal of Egyptian Fedayeen activities against Israel; (2) the formation of an 
Egyptian-Jordanian-Syrian military alliance directed against Israel and under Egyptian command (see 
15166 D); (3) declarations by the rulers of Egypt, Jordan, and Syria that their avowed intention was the 
destruction of Israel; and (4) the mobilization of Iraqi forces on the Jordanian frontier (see 15150 A). 
In Washington, it was announced on the same day that President Eisenhower had called for immediate talks 
with Britain and France on the Middle East situation, and had sent two urgent messages to Mr. Ben-Gurion 
expressing “grave concern” at the reports of Israeli mobilization, and asking that “no forceful initiative be 
taken which would endanger the peace.” It was stated at the White House that reports had been received 
indicating that Israel's mobilization was almost completed. 
Simultaneously with the launching of military operations by the Israeli forces, the Israeli Foreign Ministry 
announced that their aim was the liquidation of the Fedayeen bases in the Sinai peninsula from which 
commando units of the Egyptian Army had “spread terror in Israel by acts of indiscriminate murder, 
mining, and sabotage.” An Israeli Army announcement said that the operation had been necessitated by 
“continuous Egyptian attacks on Israel's land and sea communications,” aimed at “causing destruction and 
depriving the people of Israel of the possibility of peaceful existence.” 
After pointing out that the Fedayeen formed part of the Egyptian Army and operated under Egyptian 
military command, the Foreign Ministry's statement said that after some weeks of quiescence the Fedayeen 
units had again gone into action on Colonel Nasser's orders, following the ending of the Security Council's 
deliberations on the Suez problem. As a result, there had been 24 Israeli casualties during the preceding 
fortnight from Fedayeen attacks into Israel's territory. The statement also recapitulated the hostile actions 
taken by Egypt against Israel in recent years, including the blockading of the Suez Canal and the Gulf of 
Akaba to Israeli shipping. 
At the end of five days' fighting (Oct. 29 to Nov. 2) virtually the whole Sinai peninsula was under Israeli 
control and all Egyptian resistance had ceased, apart from “suicide squads” holding out in various areas and 
being mopped-up. Except for brief official communiqués, no detailed information on the operations was 



given in Israel, where mobilization had been completed and a black-out imposed. It subsequently became 
clear, however, that one wing of the Israeli Army had advanced westward across the Sinai desert in the 
direction of the Suez Canal, while another had carried out an outflanking operation to cut off the “Gaza 
strip” from the Sinai peninsula. 

 
The Sinai Peninsula, showing area of operations. (New York Times) 

The Egyptian bases of Quesima, Kuntilla, and Nakhl, (the last-named about half-way between the Israeli 
border and the Gulf of Suez), from all of which Fedayeen attacks had been launched into Israel, were 
captured by the Israeli Army during the first 48 hours of the campaign. The Egyptian Army fought 
desperately to hold Abu Aweigila (Egyptian divisional headquarters in Sinai), which only fell to the Israeli 
forces after a bitter two-day battle in which tanks, armoured cars, and aircraft were engaged on both sides. 
Meanwhile other Israeli forces, striking northward to the sea from the Aweigila area, captured El Arish and 
Rafa, on the coast, thereby isolating the “Gaza strip” and sealing it off from the Sinai peninsula. The town 
of Gaza (captured by the Egyptians eight years earlier on the day the State of Israel came into existence) 
surrendered with its garrison on Nov. 1, on which date the Israeli Army announced that the entire Egyptian 
Army in Sinai was in “full and disorderly retreat” and was being withdrawn from the peninsula on the 
orders of Colonel Nasser. On the following day Cyprus Radio quoted an Egyptian broadcast as saying that 
the Egyptian forces had been completely withdrawn from Sinai to the Suez Canal zone, where they were 
“awaiting the British and French forces.” [The Egyptian withdrawal from Sinai was apparently ordered 
after the launching of the Anglo-French air offensive against Egyptian airfields—see below.] 
Apart from Israeli mopping-up operations in the Sinai desert, the only operation announced after the 
beginning of November was the capture by Israeli paratroops of two islands at the entrance to the Gulf of 
Akaba (Tiran and Sharm-el-Sheikh), whose garrisons capitulated on Nov. 4–5 after offering slight 
resistance. Egyptian batteries on these islands had prevented Israeli shipping from sailing from the port of 
Elath into the Red Sea. 
No official statement on the forces engaged in the Battle of Sinai was given by either side, though an Israel 
Army spokesman stated on Nov. 1 that the Egyptian Army in Sinai had consisted of “tens of thousands of 
troops” grouped in two divisions, an armoured brigade group, and auxiliary units. Foreign military experts 
believed that about half the Egyptian Army had been stationed in the Sinai peninsula. During the fighting 
itself both the Egyptian and Israeli Commands had claimed heavy casualties inflicted on the other side and 
large numbers of enemy tanks, armoured vehicles, and aircraft destroyed or damaged. 
Egyptian military equipment abandoned during the retreat and captured by the Israelis included about 100 
T-34 tanks of Russian manufacture, a number of Sherman tanks, an entire battery of unused 25-pdr. guns 
abandoned at Abu Aweigila, large numbers of vehicles and jeeps, and much miscellaneous military 
equipment. Reports from press correspondents said that the captured tanks and vehicles were being repaired 
and put into service by the Israeli Army. 
The Israeli Command claimed the destruction of at least ten Egyptian planes during the campaign, 
including Russian-type Mig jet fighters, against the loss of only two Piper Cubs (spotter planes) on the 
Israeli side. It was stated that Egyptian air activity over Sinai had virtually ceased after the first two or three 
days. The destruction of “scores” of Egyptian military vehicles in air attacks on convoys moving eastward 
from Ismailia was also claimed. On the other hand the Egyptian Command claimed that heavy losses had 
been inflicted on Israeli aircraft, armour, and convoys by the Egyptian Air Force. 
Several thousand Egyptian troops were taken prisoner by the Israelis, including two generals—Major-
General Yusef Abdullah Agruli, commander of the Egyptian Eighth Division, who surrendered with his 
staff at Khan Yunis (at the entrance to the “Gaza strip”), and Major-General Mohamed Fuad el-Digwy, the 
Military Governor of Sinai. In the absence of official figures, it was believed that at least 5,000 Egyptians 
had been captured, most of them in the triangle Rafah-El Arish-Abu Aweigila, where Egyptian resistance 
appeared to have been heaviest. Reports from press correspondents said that several Russian technicians—
apparently training the Egyptian forces in the use of Soviet equipment—had been taken prisoner. 
In a despatch on Nov. 4 a Times correspondent with the Israeli forces in Sinai wrote: 
“Thus has ended, for all practical purposes, the campaign that began dramatically [on Oct. 29] when an 
Israeli force was dropped by parachute into the desert west of El Nakhl. The battle moved north-westward 
along the whole of the Sinai border, with heavy armour and aircraft in action as the Israelis tried to open the 
central and coastal roads through the peninsula to the Suez Canal. This was accomplished when, first, 



Quesima was taken and the defences of the Abu Aweigila crossroads were encircled, and then there 
followed the fall of Rafa and, on Nov. 2, of El Arish. 
“The heaviest fighting was around Abu Aweigila. Visiting the Abu Aweigila cross-roads, your 
Correspondent saw grim evidence of the battle—burnt out Israel half-tracks, scattered Egyptian positions, a 
still smouldering Spiture, the debris of tents, clothes, provisions—and some hundreds of Egyptian dead … 
There were quantities of material about bearing Russian markings over old American markings—evidently 
former lend-lease supplies … Most of the El Arish garrison seems to have escaped, leaving the town to be 
surrendered to the Israelis by its notables. Once the coastal gap between El Arish and the sea was closed 
[on Nov, 2] the capture of Gaza and its 25-mile-long corridor became a matter of hours …” 
The only naval clash between Egyptian and Israeli forces occurred on Oct. 31, when the 1,200-ton Egyptian 
destroyer Ibrahim Awal (former the British Hunt-class destroyer Cottesmore) tried to shell Haifa. No 
damage or casualties resulted, most of the shells falling in Haifa Bay. Attacked by Israeli warships and 
aircraft, the Ibrahim Awal began to list after being hit and hoisted the white flag. She was taken in tow by 
an Israeli warship, brought into Haifa, and her crew of 250 landed and made prisoners-of-war. Repairs were 
begun to make the warship seaworthy for the Israeli Navy. 
The capture of the “Gaza strip” involved Israel in the responsibility for approximately 300,000 Arab 
civilians, of whom well over 200,000 were Palestinian Arab refugees who had been living in the area for 
the past eight years and who had been cared for by U.N. relief organizations. The Israeli authorities 
requested these organizations to continue their relief work, a U.N. relief team leaving Beirut for Gaza on 
Nov. 4. Press correspondents reported that the atmosphere in the area was calm, that the town of Gaza was 
undamaged, that an Israeli Military Governor had been appointed, and that Egyptian policemen were 
maintaining order under Israeli control. 
It was officially announced in Tel-Aviv on Nov. 6 that Israeli casualties in the Battle of Sinai were 150 
killed, 700 wounded and 20 prisoners. 
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