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Nicaragua:
Rebel Planes Attack Managua; Other Developments

· Oil Facility Damaged
The Democratic Revolutionary Alliance (ARDE) Sept. 8 claimed responsibility for an air strike against targets in Managua.

ARDE rebels flying light aircraft bombed Managua's main air base and international airport and a residential area of the capital. The plane that attacked Augusto Cesar Sandino Airport was shot down, and both its occupants were killed. The second aircraft escaped. ARDE said later that the second plane had attempted to hit a Soviet-run electronic communications center used by the state security authority.

The attack was the first air strike against the Sandinist government. Three people were wounded in the raid on the airport, and one of the wounded later died of his injuries.

ARDE claimed that the two planes took off from inside Nicaragua. According to the government, however, the aircraft had taken off from an airfield near the Costa Rican capital, and it cited flight documents found in the downed aircraft as evidence. The Sandinists protested to Costa Rica, which professed neutrality in the conflict between the Nicaraguan government and rebels based on Costa Rican territory.

The Sandinists also protested to Washington, charging that the U.S. had provided the planes used in the attack "as part of assistance given . . . via the Central Intelligence Agency" to the contras.

Further incidents occurred the following day. The government said Sept. 9 that antiaircraft gunners had shot down a rebel plane and chased away three others near the Costa Rican border. The plane that was shot down, near El Castillo de La Concepcion in Rio San Juan province, was delivering supplies to ARDE rebels, the government said. The three other planes were chased away by heavy fire as they tried to fly over a military base at Cibalsa in Rivas province.

Earlier the same day, two planes had attacked the port of Corinto on the Pacific coast, causing slight damage to oil storage tanks. The government claimed that the planes came from Honduras, but ARDE later claimed responsibility for the attack. ARDE rebels were based in Costa Rica, not in Honduras. Rebels based in Honduras denied any involvement in the attack.

Witnesses who said they saw the bombing reported that the rebel planes' bombs just missed a Soviet freighter, the Polenssk.

Nicaragua charged before the United Nations Security Council Sept. 13 that the CIA was behind the recent air strikes. Deputy Foreign Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco showed photocopies of documents he said had been retrieved from the pilot of the plane shot down in the attack on Managua's airport. The documents included a multiple-entry visa to the U.S., a U.S. resident alien card and Social Security card, a pilot log showing frequent flights between the U.S. and Central America and a card listing the names of U.S. officials at the U.S. embassy in Costa Rica.

Oil Facility Damaged

The Nicaraguan Democratic Force (FDN) operating out of Honduras claimed Sept. 8 that it had attacked a vital oil pipeline at Puerto Sandino 35 miles (about 56 kilometers) northwest of Managua.

The contras claimed that the attack disrupted the flow of oil from the oil terminal to the principal refinery in the capital. They said an officer of the Sandinist army who was secretly working for the FDN and an adviser had carried out the sabotage.

The FDN said the attack was the first in a campaign to move its operations to urban centers from the countryside. It warned that anyone trying to repair the oil facility or any ships offloading oil supplies at ports in Nicaragua would be considered "legitimate targets of war." (In a story datelined Sept. 8 the Washington Post said that a recent change in tactics by the FDN had resulted from pressure by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. Citing Western intelligence sources, the Post said the CIA had told the contras in July that they had until the fall to prove themselves to be an effective guerrilla force. [See 1983 Nicaragua: Conscription Bill Presented])

Initially the Nicaraguan government denied that an attack had taken place at the Puerto Sandino facility, and reporters who toured the terminal said they saw no sign of damage. However, the government admitted Sept. 14 that underwater pipelines that carried oil to storage tanks on shore had been damaged. Coordinator of the Junta Daniel Ortega said it was not yet known to what extent oil supplies would be reduced as a result of the attack.

Nicaragua received most of its crude oil from Mexico. According to the Financial Times of London Aug. 25, Mexico had agreed to supply Nicaragua with 14,000 barrels of oil a day on credit until August 1984. The agreement to provide Nicaragua with its full oil import requirement was made during negotiations on the nation's $300 million trade debts to Mexico. Mexico had held up oil deliveries in June and July until negotiations were completed.

In other developments:

· The government reported Sept. 6 that rebels had attacked an electric plant in Esteli in Matagalpa province using U.S.-made armor-piercing rockets. The rebels held parts of the city, located about 70 miles (about 110 kilometers) north of Managua, for two hours.

· The foreign ministry claimed that Honduran aircraft and patrol boats had attacked two Nicaraguan gunboats in Nicaraguan waters Sept. 8. The ministry said the gunboats had been attempting to detain a Honduran fishing boat between Puerto Cabezas on Nicaragua's Atlantic coast and the border with Honduras.

· Nicaragua had accused the U.S. of harassing one of its merchant ships, it was reported Sept. 9. Government officials said warplanes and a Navy frigate forced the vessel to detail by radio its cargo, port of origin and destination.
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