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A border dispute between Saudi Arabia and Southern Yemen erupted into sharp frontier clashes November 26-December 2. The fighting raged around the outpost of Al Wadeiah, claimed by both countries, in Southern Yemen's eastern region of Al Wadeiah-Beihan and Abr.

Chairman Salem Ali Rubaya of Southern Yemen's ruling Presidential Council asserted November 30 that Saudi Arabia had illegally annexed the Al Wadeiah post, while the Saudis claimed the area had belonged to them for generations. The Southern Yemenis had pointed out that old British maps of the area showed the frontier post in the former South Arabian Federation, now Southern Yemen.

The fighting broke out November 26 with the Southern Yemeni capture of Al Wadeiah. Southern Yemen claimed that 30 Saudi soldiers were killed or wounded in the first engagement, and that a similar number were slain or captured November 27. Information Minister Abdulbari Kassim charged November 27 that the Saudi attacks on both days were assisted by air strikes flown by mercenaries because King Feisal had imprisoned the regular air force pilots on charges of plotting a coup. [See 1969 Saudi Arabia: News in Brief]

Saudi Arabia reported December 3 that its forces had recaptured Al Wadeiah, killing six of the defenders.

Southern Yemen had reported December 2 it had downed two Saudi planes and destroyed Saudi convoys in fighting around Al Wadeiah. The Saudis denied the loss of any planes.

A Riyadh broadcast December 5 claimed that Saudi forces had "overrun Southern Yemen's last defenses in the embattled Al Wadeiah oasis and taken up positions along the Southern Yemeni northeastern frontiers.”
