Jan 1993 - Iranian warning on islands

President Hashemi Rafsanjaniof Iran warned member countries of the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) on Dec. 25, 1992, that they would have to “cross a sea of blood” to possess the three Gulf islands of Abu Musa, Tunb al-Kubra and Tunb al-Sughra, which were in dispute between Iran and the UAE. This was seen as a response to a demand by the Dec. 21 GCC summit in Abu Dhabi that Iran end what Council members viewed as its annexation of the islands.

President Shaikh Zaid bin Sultan al-Nahayanappointed Lt.-Gen. Muhammad Sa’id al-Badi as Interior Minister on Dec. 30, replacing Lt.-Gen. Hamoudah bin Ali Dhairi who was appointed Special Adviser to the President, with ministerial rank. Shaikh Hazza bin Zayid al-Nuhayan was appointed Minister of State security.

Russian Defence Minister Marshal Pavel Grachev arrived in Abu Dhabi on Jan. 3 with a large delegation on a three-day visit for talks on military co-operation. Grachev had talks with Shaikh Zaid but cut short his visit on Jan. 4, because of the death of his father.

