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The girls” own
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Queen’s flight

A special report on
Birmingham's new
airport that the
Queen will open
tomorrow
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Stuart Jones previews
the European Cup
Final in Rome

200,000 at
Bonn
strike rally

More than 200,000 striking
metalworkers  from  all - over
West Germany took part in a
rally in Bonn 10 protest
st lockouts in the engineer-
g industry and to demonstrate
their support for their union's
campaign for a 35-hour working
week. Page 6

Troops broke
water mains

Work

hug
a

on installing fire-hoses in
the  Falkland Islands’  only
hospital had been abandoned
before the fire that killed seven
patients and a nurse last month

mains y
by Ay vehicles on
occasions had 1o be
repaired. an  inquiry  heard
sesterday

Zia crackdown

A sudden spate of arrests and
restrictions in Pakistan  hay
spoiled the prospect of success
for this week's conference of the
opposition 1o President Zia's
yegime Page 4

Budd record

; #1

b
Zola Budd won the 1.500
metres in 4 min 4.39 sce. a

world junior record, in  the
United” Kingdom  champion-
shipsat Cwmbran  Page 27

Policemen hurt

Fourtcen policemen were  in-
jured when they tricd to restrain
youths at a carnival in Fulham,
South-west London. Twenty-
four people were arrested.

Trial limit call

The commons sclect committee
on home affairs is expected to
urge strongly that the Govern-
ment introduces u  statutory
time limit for bringing defend-
ants o trial Page 2

Biggest win

The West Indians dismissed
Glamorgan for just 88 runs to
win by an innings and 226 runs,
the biggest victory by any
touring side over the county
Page 27
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Coal board aims at
turning talks into
all-out peace drive

By Paul Routledge, Labour Editor

The peace process in the pit
strike is strongly under way
today as the miners’ “rolling
stoppage™ goes into its twelfth
weck. Finishing touches to an
agenda for talks between the
National Coal Board and the
National Union of Minework-
ers (NUM) were being agreed
last night as the two sides
prepared for top-level nego-
tiations on the future of the
industry.

Neither side is willing to
endanger the prospects of a
scttiement by publicly disclos-
ing any details of the forth-
coming cxchanges. but The
Times understands that the coal
board is determined that these
preliminary contacts should be
twrned swiftly into an all-out
attempt to end the dispute.

Miners leaders  are  more

cautious. Mr Peter Heathfield,
general seeretary of the NUM,
said  last : “We  are
obviously optimistic that we
can make some progress. and
would hope that the board will
recognize that afier |1 weeks of
strike there is still a determi-
nation 1o preserve jobs and
mining communitics.
The union hoped that the
oal hoard  would  recognize
these pressures and indicate its
mtention 1o withdraw its initial
closure programme involving
20 pits and 20.000 jobs. Mr
Heathfield added.

The conl board takes some
comfort, however, from the fact

that the discussions due to
begin tomorrow at a secret
location will not be hampered
by a union demand = that
negotiations cannot take place
until the industry backs down
from its closure programme.

It is unlikely that Mr lan
MacGregor. chairman of the
board, will attend the talks. The
NCB will be represented by Mr
James Cowan, deputy chair-
man, and Mr Merrik Spanton,
board member for personnel,
together with Mr Ned Smith,
director of industrial relations
for the NCB and Mr Kevin
Hunt, his deputy.

The NUM will field all three
national officials: Mr Arthur
Scargill. president, Mr Michael
McGahey. vice-president, and
Mr  Heathficld. together with
the union’s head of industrial
relations, Mr Mick Clapham

and its chief cxecutive. Mr
Roger Windsor.
There is some divergence

about the prospects for these
discussions.  The coal board
wants a  quick move into
substantive discussions on the
prospect for  the  industry,
including a cutback in capacity
of about four million tonnes a
year. while the union has a
© position in insisting that

e can be no pit closures,
However. the sudden silence
that has descended over the
dispute indicates that both sides
want 1o retreat from aggressive

public postures into a more
realistic  bargaining position.
That was borne out yesterday
by the disinclination of leading
figures on both sides of the
disputc 1o show their hand
before tomorrow’s crucial talks.

@ Extra policc were being
drafted in to the Orgreave coke
plant in South Yorkshire last
night after Mr Scargill appealed
for a mass blockade of the
works today (our Labour
Reporter writes).

More than a thousand dem-
onstrators answered Mr Scar-
gill's call 10 the picket line
vesterday on a day when no
supplies were due to leave the
plant, but today thousands
more will join them when the
twice daily “coke runs” resume.

Miners’ leaders are anxious
to prevent the 5,000 tonnes of
low sulphur coal reaching
Scunthorpe stcelworks where it
is needed to prevent permanent
damage to furnaces, according
10 the British Stcel Corporation.

Meanwhile a sit-in at the
National Coal Board's Scottish
headquarters in Edinburgh by
about 60 miners ended peace-
fully last night after 10 hours,

The men claimed that the
board was withholding holiday
pay to which they were entitled.
But Mr Albert Wheeler, Scottish
arca dircctor, told the demon-
strators that no onc would
qualify for holiday pay unless
he worked the weck before his
annual three week leave.
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Arab hijackérs
died of blows
by ‘men on scene’

From Moshe Brilliant, Tel Aviv

An Isracli commission of
inquiry has found that one, and
possibly two, young Palestinian

from beatings
Y “men on the
scene” during their interro-
gation in a ficld ncar by.

The commission, headed by
retired  Major-General  Meir
Zorea, was appointed by Mr
Moshe  Arens, the Defence
i after press photo-
graphs showed two of the
hijackers being led away from
the bus alive shortly after it was
stormed by security forces and
the hostages rescued.

he commission’s report has
been  classified *“top ~secret”
because of certain details but
the minister's media adviser
released some of the findings.
which were cleared for publi-
cation.

The key passages said: “One
of the terrorists died of a skull
fracture as a result of a blow to
the back of the hcad by a blunt
instrument during the time
between his removal from the
bus, at the carliest, and his
cvacuation from the site, at the

“The second terrorist dicd of
a skull fracture as a result of a
blow dealt 10 the back of the
head by a blunt instrument
during the time between the
retaking of the bus by the strike
force and his evacuation' from
the site, at the latest.™
e cause of death was
established in  the  Forensic
Medicine Institute here after the
bodies were exhum from
their graves in the Gaza Strip by

Live railing
kills holiday
youth, 16

A youth aged 16 was kille
Targs

pp for witnesses
who might have scen anyone
tampering with the  junction
box at Westbrook, Margate, to
come forward.

‘The youth, Michael Wellard,
from ey, Kent, was on a
day trip with a male com-
on. He ran 0p a grass bank

ch and grasped the
ngs. e was tossed into the
air by the shock and probably
died instantly.
The police were called to
cstigate  reports  that a
number of people had  had
cleetric shocks on the seafront
at Westhrook, A man and a
little girl suffered minor shocks
and some dogs suddenly started
yelping.
A police
me 30

spokesman  said:
< yards of meta
railings became live, Electricity
seeped into_the wet ground
from the railings and part of
the clifftop kawns also became
affected.”

1
v

Iran warns Gulf states: ‘Stay
out or take consequences’

From Robert Fisk
ahrain

With up 10 60 oil tankers now
moored nearthe  southern
entrance 10 the Gulf. 55 of them
are at_anchor off the United
Arab Emirates. the military and
verbal assaults of both Iraq and
Iran vesterday threatened  to
strangle the Gulf sea-lanes more
surely than any attempt 10 close
the Strait of Hormuz.

While the Arabs turned 10 the
Organization of Islamic Confer-
cence 10 seck a new ceasefire
formula in the war - this time
by proposing a force of “Islamic
peacckeeping troops™ along the
Irag-Iran fronticr — the Iranian
president again told the Gull

states 1o stay neutral in the

conflict or suffer the consec-
quences,

Addressing the lIranian Par-
liament.  President  Khamenci

said that his country would not
permit Irag 1o close her oil
routes. The Arab states should
remain neutral, d.
did not want a cri But we
will not tolerate bullying and
unreasonable demands in the
Persian Gulf under any circum-
stances.™
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Shipping authoritics in Bah-
rain, Kuwait and Dubai said
yesterday that oil traffic in the
arca was now at a minimum
although the Kuwaitis insisted
they were continuing to export
their oil through the Gulf. The
few tankers heading north-west
up the sea-lancs stayed close to
the southern shoreline.

Japan’s decision to ban its
ships from Kuwait and from the
northern coast of Saudi Arabia
is now having its affect on
shipping companics which arc
being bombarded by their crews
with requests for advice or
further financial inducement 1o
sail in the

The Organization of Islamic

Conference’s mediation  com-
mittee, whosc  members in-
clude the leaders of Turkey.
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Malaysia
and the Palestine Liberation
Organization, is to meet in
Jiddah on June 9 to discuss the
latest proposals for ending the
war. The Malaysian Foreign
Minister said yesterday that a
disengagement of forces along
the front lines would involve an
Islamic  peace-keeping force,
although he gave no indication
from which nations such an
army would be  withdrawn.
Given the fact that the Iranians
are still demanding the over-
throw of President Saddam
Husain as the minimum price
for peace, such ideas arc likely
10 receive short  shrift in
Tchran.

Mr Yassir Arafat, the chair-
man, continued his own per-
cgrinations around the  Gulf
vesterday, travelling on 1o
Kuwait 1o discuss the plan for
some form of discngagement
force. in which no doubt he

would welcome the  partici-
Ppation of'a PLO contingent.
Missiles for Saudis, page 6

Letters, page 15

Chaos faces
tourists in
ferry strike

By Our Labour Reporter

‘Thousands of holidaymakers
face chaos from midnight
tonight because of a d48-hour
strike on Bri ferrics.,

At least 60 per cent of cross
channel routes will he halted
and the rest face disruption as
seamen attempt to block the
herths of forcign-owned ves-
sels.

The strike has been called by
the National Union of Seamen
in protest at the Governmen
plan to sell the_state-owned
Sealink to private investors.

The union
confident of
of i

b:

-based companies.
The action will affect Sealink,
European_Ferries — the oper-
ators of Townsend Thoresen ~
and P & O.

Sealink hopes some services
will run tomorrow including
Dover to Ostend, Dover to
Dunkirk, and half the normal
number of sailings from Har-
wich to the Hook of Holland,
but there will be no Sealink
services to Ireland or the
Channel Islands.

order of the commission.

The incident occurred on
April 12, when four young
Arabs hijacked an Isracli civ-
ilian bus and forced the driver
to proceed with the passengers
to the Gaza Strip. When the
security forces brought it to a
halt in Dir ecl-Ballah, the

hijackers threatencd to blow up
the vehicle unless the Israelis
relcased convicted Arab terror-
ists.

Two hijackers were shot and
killed during the assault by the
rescuers but Majdi Ahmad Ali
Abu Jama and Subhi Shehade
Hassan Abu Jama survived and
were dealt “sevege blows to the
head and body” by the Israclis.

he commission found that
these blows had been “an
operational riecessity to prevent
a possible threat to human life.”
The aim had been 1o stun the
hijackers and prevent them
from dctonating a bomb on
board the bus.

The dazed survivors were
then taken off the bus and
escorted by sccurity forces to an
adjacent field for a preliminary
examination to check the
possibility of thc bomb having
been  booby-trapped or  that
additional terrorists might be
present

“During the stage following
the removal from the bus”, the
report said, “the two terrorists
were dealt severc blows by men
on the scene.”

Mr Arens in a radio interview
said the commission questioned
dozens of people, including eye-
witnesses and men who admit-
ted beating the prisoners, but
had been unable to establish
who had administered the fatal
blow or blows.

The Defence Minister said
those who beat prisoners in
violation of the law will be
investigated and put on trial if
justified.

The minister strongly con-
demned the conduct which led
to the two deaths and said it
was “in clear contradiction of
the basic rules and norms
incumbent on all and especially
the sccurity forces. Not even the
special circumstances of this
casc justify such behaviour,” he
said.

Reginald Bosanquet dies
of cancer, aged 51

By Richard Dowden

Reginald Bosanquet, the face
and the voice of Independent
Television News in the 1970s,
died of cancer on Sunday night,
it was announced yesterday. He
was S1.

From 1967 to 1979 he
drawled the ncws out of the
corner of his mouth with the
authority of a publican holding
forth to his regulars.

Sir Alastair Burnet of ITN
said yesterday: “He was a man
made for television. In count-
less homes he was welcomed as
a friend.”

Mr David Nicholas, ITN's
editor, said: “His life was a
mixture of talent and warmth
and sadness. He had a sort of
irreverence and a tremendous
compassion for the plight of
ordinary people.™

He joined ITN as a reporter
in 1955 but it was as a news

Mr Bosanquet: Made for
television

reader  that he became a
television personality and, as
anccdotes about his bon viveur
existence began 1o spread, he
became a star. He left ITN after
aseries of disputes in 1979,

His third wife Joan was with
him when he died peacefully at
their London home.

Car thief
takes

vesterday, apparently
unwittingly, by a car thicf.

Her parents, Mr Paul Brown,
aged 30, and Susan Pullen, aged
29, left Louisc in a carry-cot on
the back scat when they went
i sub-post  office in
Batiersca Park  Road, south-
west London.

‘heir  A-registered  Ford
Ficsta was found abandoned 45
minutes later, at  noon, in
Chelsea, but Louise had disap-
peared.

Louise, who should be bottle-
fed every four hours, had been
undergoing tests for Down's
syndrome, it is understood.

Call for

By Tony Samstag

The Spring holiday weckend,
the coldest and wettest on
vecord in many places, has
prompted the English Tourist
Board 1o call for a review of
Bank holiday policy and the
possible abolition of individual
s in favour of a national
“wakes week™ in June.

Nincteen of 28 resorts and
lourist attractions surveyed had
blamed the weather ~ for a
declinc in business this year, Mr
Michacl Montagu, the board's
chairman, said yesterday.

The point of a review would
be “not to lose ecight days
holiday but 10 consider whether
the nation would be better
served by either an extra

Worst Spring holiday weather on record

‘national wakes week’ in June

entitlement to be taken when
people liked or perhaps best of
all what I would describe as a
“national wakes week’ in June,
when the whole place can just
shut down and cveryone can go
off for a proper holiday.™

Such a holiday would “cheer
everyone up™. he said, an
would also increase the num-
bers of those who “would have
a holiday in their own magical
England” during June when
historical records  show the
weather 10 be at its kindest”,
instead of going abroad. School
half term could casily be moved
10 the same week, he'added.

Calls for a rationalization of
Bank holidays have persisted
since the late Seventics, when

Whitsun was made a moveable
spring Bank holiday and May
Day was cstablished as a
holiday by the Labour Govern-
ment. Earlier this month the
English Tourist Board com-
plained that the closeness of
Easter and the May and Spring
holidays was affecting tourism.
The London Weather Centre,
confirmed that London and
arts of the Southeast had
suffered the coldest and wettest
Spring  Bank holiday  since
records began in 194].
previous wettest in London was
1954, when 24mm of rain fell
during the three days; by
yesterday the total was well over
30mm and the rain continued
well into the afternoon. Final

figures will' not be available
until later today.

The previous coldest tem-
perature for the three days,
13.5C (56F), was recorded in
1981. This year's Southcast
temperatures were 10.6C (51F)
on Saturday, 9C (48F) on
Sunday and a maximum yester-
day of about 11C. Conditions
arc expected to improve from
today
@ A Bristol boy, aged 17, died
ast night after a hole he was
digging on a beach at Dawlish,
Devon, collapsed and buried
him alive.

In Southampton 100 rival
gang members were involved in
a running battle at a holiday
fair. There were two arrests.

Eric Morecambe,

By Hugh Clayton

Eric Morecambe died of a
heart attack yesterday, only
hours after telling a theatre
audience how grateful he was
for a new lcase of life. He also
said that he had decided to ease
the punishing workload which

had  threatened his health
before.
Ernie  Wise, his comedy

double act partner for 40 years,
said: “He wanted to get off the
treadmill. I think one differ-
ence between us was that I can
relax more than he could. Last
year he was talking about
taking it easy because he was
finding it stressful,

“We have lost a great
comedian. Everywhere I went
people, from royalty to the
poorest, always said they felt
Eric was one of the family. He
was a natural comedian, and 1
am very, very proud to have
been his' partner. Through the
years people will realize how
great he was.

“I was very much a prop in
his performance. I tried very
hard to project him and get the

Jokes over and play the straight

man. I was well aware that I
was not a funny man”, Mr
Wise said.

Mr Morecambe's daughter,
Gail, said: “Dad had made
every effort to look after
himself, and had vowed to take
it easier. He told me he planned
to enjoy all the things he
worked for and spend more
time with his family. We have
been cheated.”

Mr_Morecambe, who was
born John Eric Bartholomew,
died a fortnight after his 58th
birthday. He had been haunted
by heart disease for several
years and had had open-heart
surgery.

His final performance at the
Roses Theatre, Tewkesbury,
Gloucestershire, .on Sunda
night was one of the very few in
which he had performed alone
since he and Mr Wise began to
work together.

Mr Wise, six months older
than Mr  Morecambe, ex-
plained yesterday that Stan
Stennett, the actor owner of the
theatre, had asked the pair to
give separate performances
with the theme “An Evening

one of th

Eric Morecambe giving his
last show.

With . ..” Mr Wise was sched-

uled to appear  there next

month.

Mr Stennett, also aged 58,
plays a garage mechanic in the
television series Crossroads and
runs the theatre with his sons.
“We were hoping to put the

k]

family to millions

theatre on the map, and several
of my old show business friends
had agreed to put in special
appearances”, he said.

Mr Stuart Turner, assistant
manager of the theatre, said:
“He seemed a bit nervous
before going on the stage, but
he gave a glittering perfon
ance that had the audience in

tches throughout,”

Mr Morecambe then an-
swered questions about
career from the capacity audi-
ence of more than 300 which
included his wife, Joan,

Miss Elvira Carey, a re-
porter with the Gloucestershire
Echo Who was in the audience,
said: “He was obviously elated
by the audience® response.

“As he came to leave. the
stage he appeard to stagger,
Nobody thought anymlng of it
at the time, But a few minutes
later a call went out for a
doctor.”

Dr Andrew Crowther, mayor
or Tewkesbury, was also in the
theatre. “He was absolutely
tearing over the stage and
having a fantastic 'time”, he
said. “It- was in the real

tradition of the Eric More-
cambe one knows from telivi-
n.

sion,

Dr Crowther travelled with
Mr Morecambe by ambulance
to Cheltenham general hospital
10 miles away, where the
comedian died about four hours
later with his- wife at the

side.

Mr Morecaimbe changed his
surname to that of the Lanca-
shire town where he was
brought up aftér his mother,
Mrs Sadie Bartholomew, had
said that the family name was
s0 long that it would have to
appear in small print on theatre
bills, It was she who encour-
aged him to work with Mr
Wise after both had appeared
In separate acts on the same
yariety tour during the Second
World War.

“Wheii I went into the
merchant. navy, Eric went down
the ‘mines”, Mr Wise. said
yesterday. “He was discharged
from the ‘mines with a ‘weak
heart,”

Obituary, page 16
Tributes and photographs,
back page
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