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Wednesday Presentations

• Persuasion: Introduce your position

– Give 2-4 arguments in support of it (note 

that one or more may be a counter to an 

argument against it)

– Each argument should begin with a 

generalization, followed by an expansion or 

explanation

• http://www.ted.com/talks/arthur_benjamin_s_fo

rmula_for_changing_math_education.html
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Example Persuasive Talk

• http://www.ted.com/talks/arthur_benjami

n_s_formula_for_changing_math_educat

ion.html

• Pronunciation practice” transcript of the 

preceding talk
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More persuasive talk examples

• http://www.ted.com/talks/dean_ornish_on_the_world_s

_killer_diet.html

• http://www.ted.com/talks/carl_honore_praises_slownes

s.html

• http://www.ted.com/talks/steven_pinker_on_the_myth_

of_violence.html

• http://www.ted.com/talks/philip_howard.html

All of these are courtesy of TED: www.ted.com

We’ll review parts of these: see what you like and dislike 

about each presenter/presentation and why.
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Persuasive Presentations

• 3-minutes in groups with feedback

• Focus on 

– Language

– Performance

• Note new peer review form: 

How  convincing were the arguments?



Questions

• Responding to Questions & Comments

• Asking Questions to Focus Attention



Future talks

• Week 8:  responding to questions

• Week 9: second major talk

• Week 10 Extemporaneous speaking


