Overview of reduced forms in English

Reduced Form: a form of the word that carries less information than the full (citation) form

1.
Types:

deletion: cannot-->can’t; he-->’e 
change (esp. to schwa):you-->yә
coalescence: did you-->dijә
2.
Causes:

rhythmic structure of English; weak stress

relative unimportance of grammatical information

CATS CHASE MICE...The CATS are

The CAT is IN the GARden

There is a CAT in the GARden.

Do you see a CAT in the GARden? 
speed of presentation

dialect; idiolect

3.
Consequences:

Word form is changed from what you expect in isolation

Linking adds to the problem e.g.,. CVIink: an apple( a napple
He ran-off with-her money

4.
What can you do?

Be aware of what’s causing the problem

Listen closely to voices, especially those of your profs.

Observe the language: eavesdrop; make notes to yourself
Examples

Subject Pronouns he-->e; it-->it did he; has it; why did you-->whyjә
Object Pronouns: him/them-->әm; her-->er; hit you-->hichә
Possessives ‘er; ‘is; yәr; I lost_your (loschәr) book

Verb forms: have-->’ve (of); should’ve; ing-->in-->n; wanna; gonna

Preps:
of-->’o   glass of milk; for-->fәr; at-->әt; in->n

Conjunctions:
and; or; but (all reduced) 
