ARIZONA Standards and Accountability for LEP students:

What is meant by “Limited English Proficient student” (LEP) or an “English learner”?

"English learner" or "limited English proficient student" means a child who does not speak English or whose native language is not English, and who is not currently able to perform ordinary classroom work in English. (Arizona Revised Statutes 15-751)

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ars/15/00751.htm
How are LEP students classified or reclassified?

· Home languages of students are surveyed

· Students identified as having a primary home language other than English are tested in their language proficiencies.

· “Once English learners have acquired a good working knowledge of English and are able to do regular school work in English, they shall no longer be classified as English learners and shall be transferred to English language mainstream classrooms.” (15-752)

Refer to:

Arizona Department of Education; English Acquisition Services:

Summary of Bilingual Education and English as a Second Language Programs for 1998-1999.

http://www.ade.az.gov/asd/EADownloads/EA2000/2ALCAPreportbody.pdf
This report includes SAT-9 scores for LEP students, results of home language surveys, statistical data on LEP students, and (outdated) guidelines for assessing or reassessing reclassification of LEP students.  

English language education

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ars/15/00752.htm
What tests are used?

The Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS)

· Students in grades 3, 5, 8 and in grade 10 are tested in Math, Writing and Reading

· Is a criterion-referenced test

· High School students need to pass all components to receive a graduation diploma

· Can retake the test in High school up to four times and can take it up to the age of 22 if have completed all necessary coursework but are unable to receive diploma because has not met the standards.

· Test items include both multiple choice and written responses

Stanford Achievement Test 9th Edition (SAT-9)

· Students in grades 2-11 are tested on Math, Reading and Language

(but possibly changing as Memo by Superintendent talks about adding 1st grade but getting rid for 10th and 11th graders) http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/AIMSUpdates/11-27-00.htm
· Is a norm-referenced test

· Results from SAT9 in grades 3-8 are used in Measure of Arizona Academic Progress (MAP)

· All questions are multiple choice

Arizona Department of Education Home Page:

http://www.ade.state.az.us/
Arizona Academic Standards and Accountability Site:

http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/
AIMS page:

Page subdivided to examine AIMS more carefully

http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/AIMS/Default.htm
Includes description of AIMS, test results, and explanation of performance standards.

SAT-9 page

http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/stanford9/Default.htm
Consortium for Policy Research in Education (CPRE)

Profile on Arizona Accountability and Standards: pdf file

Not an official document from Arizona Department of Education but has compiled information on accountability and standards in Arizona.  Includes information on testing LEP students. 

http://www.gse.upenn.edu/cpre/states/az.pdf
Information on Reliability and Validity:

Arizona Department of Education dodges the question of validity and mentions reliability.

Again is this showing scores for LEP students are reliable shown to be low?

Quoted from Power Point Presentation of AIMS Criticisms refer to:

http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/AIMS/Default.htm
· AIMS is based directly on Arizona Academic Standards

· Reliability for AIMS is 0.91, 0.87, and 0.94 for reading, writing and mathematics respectively. The normal industry standard for reliability in a high stakes environment is 0.85.

· AIMS strongly correlates with the Stanford 9, the state-wide norm reference test.

What are the Policies on Accommodation?

AZ Department of Education defines: Accommodation, Adaptation and Modifications:

Adaptations are changes made to the environment, curriculum, instruction and/or assessment practices in order for a student to be a successful learner. Adaptations include accommodations and modifications. Adaptations are based on an individual student’s strengths and needs.

Accommodations are provisions made in how a student accesses and demonstrates learning. These do not substantially change the instructional level, the content or the performance criteria. The changes are made in order to provide a student equal access to learning and equal opportunity to demonstrate what is known.

Modifications are substantial changes in what a student is expected to learn and to demonstrate. Changes may be made in the instructional level, the content or the performance criteria. Such changes are made to provide a student with meaningful and productive learning experiences, environments, and assessments based on individual needs and abilities.

See LEP Guidelines:

http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/stanford9/lep.htm
Guidelines for Exemption:

1) School teams must take into consideration when assessing the LEP exempt student that:

It is necessary to state clearly what all students are to know and be able to do before determining whether there is a need for a specific accommodation. 
2) It is important to consider accommodations for both instruction and assessment. When students need accommodations in how they learn, they will usually need accommodations in how they are assessed. 
3) Accommodations must be determined for each student based on his/her individual strengths, needs and immediate context. Students who require accommodations in one area may need none in another area. 
4) The more intense the student’s needs, the more likely it is that he/she will need an accommodation.
Administrating AIMS to LEP students:

The governing board of a school district shall not exempt pupils who are limited English proficient from AIMS. However, at the district governing board’s option, LEP students may be provided certain adaptations during the administration of AIMS. These adaptations are available to students for a period not to exceed three consecutive school years, upon enrollment in an Arizona school district starting at grade two or above. (NOTE: Students are not subject to the three-year limitation as previously stated on the high school mathematics test. They are eligible for all accommodations stated in these guidelines for all administrations of the high school mathematics test.)
For grades 3, 5, and 8:

· Have available Spanish language version of AIMS

· Or can have accommodations be made and take the test

In ways such as:

Provide translation dictionary
Provide clarification (interpret or simplify language)
Administer test in several shorter sessions
Administer test over several extra days
Translate written directions to student
Reread directions for each page
Simplify language in directions
Administer test individually in separate location
Administer test in small group

For High School students:

· All students must take it in English

· Must pass to graduate; LEP students are not exempt  

· Can have certain adaptations made on components of the AIMS test 

For adaptations for High School LEP students see guidelines in file below:

Pdf file on LEP Students and High School AIMS

http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/AIMS/downloads/LGKMemo(modifiedapril18).pdf
What are the Scores like?

Scores for LEP students’ AIMS score are unavailable via web.

Can refer to reports below for SAT9 scores of LEP students but are not the most recent.

English Acquisition Services: Section within the ADE to examine issues related to LEP students. 

http://www.ade.state.az.us/asd/lep.htm
The English Acquisition Services Report 1999 (school year of 1997-1998)

http://www.ade.state.az.us/asd/EnglishAcquisition99.htm
The English Acquisition Services Report 2000 (school year of 1998-1999)

http://www.ade.state.az.us/asd/EnglishAcquisition2000.htm
These two webpages give detailed reports on aspects of LEP classification, assessment and reclassification, Details of the Home Language Survey, Types of programs in Arizona as of the 1999, and on the test scores of LEP on the SAT-9 test.  

However, I am unsure of the status of policy and guidelines in regards to LEP students in terms of high stakes testing because of the recent changes that are occurring as a result of Proposition 203 passing in the state.  We will have to examine the movements over the next few months and will need to look more closely at the details to determine specific guidelines for LEP students.

Other links to Original Documents

Arizona Revised Statutes Title 15: Education

Can look at the original government documents at:

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ars/15/title15.htm
Assessment and Accountability Chapter 7, Article 3

15-741-748

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ars/15/00741.htm
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ars/15/00748.htm
Bilingual Programs and English as a Second Language Programs

15-751-755

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ars/15/00751.htm
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ars/15/00755.htm
These sections were specifically revised as a direct result of Proposition 203 passing in the year 2000.  

According to this law, “children who are English learners shall be educated through sheltered English immersion during a temporary transition period not normally intended to exceed one year.”  (15-752).

How this change in the law will affect English language learners is yet to be determined. The laws in the state of Arizona might have a greater impact on these students because of its severity in comparison to the Proposition 227 of California.

For Crawford’s analysis of Proposition 203

Bilingual Education: Strike Two

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/jwcrawford/RS-az.htm
Original Initiative Document of Arizona Proposition 203

http://www.sosaz.com/election/2000/info/pubpamphlet/prop1-I-2000.htm
Two documents by the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF)

Views Supporting BE in AZ explaining rationale Prop. 203, 

Documents a detailed analysis of Proposition 203 section by section 

203, section by section.

http://www.lavidalatina.com/community/Maldef%20Docs.asp
Comparison and Contrast of Proposition 227 in California and Proposition 203 in Arizona by James Crawford

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/jwcrawford/203-227.htm
Analysis of SAT-9 scores in Arizona: In support of BE

By James Crawford

http://www.alec2000.org/craw1b.htm
Sites Opposing Bilingual Education:

English for the Children

http://www.onenation.org
English for the Children Arizona

http://www.angelfire.com/az/english4thechildren/body.html
For all of us in the class, analyzing various states:

Thomas Publishing Group

Special Report on Accountability Systems across 50 States:

http://207.226.10.52/tpg/reports/TIMSacctchart2.pdf
