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Summary: Evolution has implanted piracy (taking the assets of others) as a central 

strategy of many species including humans. We are all descendants of pirate tribes and 
still live that way, which is now threatening the Earth with mass extinction. 
 
[See also Form Pacifica Now.] 

 
Big Bang! Our universe evidently came into existence about 13.8 bya (billion years 

ago) as a result of a mysterious Big Bang. We do not yet understand how that 
happened nor do we fully know exactly where this is all headed but we are able to 
understand a lot of it through scientific observations and, as humans have already 
demonstrated, can influence the evolution of our planetary environment.  

Some like to think that the universe is a 4D videogame being 
played by an adolescent super-being. That is plausible but I know 
of no supporting or refuting evidence so I will leave that alone. 
Our solar system with a number of planets was formed by the 
rapid collapse of a hydrogen molecular cloud about 4.5 bya. A 
short time later the proto-Earth, composed of molten rock, was 
struck by Mars-sized planet and a large blob flew off, which 
evolved into our Moon. Over time the Earth’s surface solidified 

and by 4.0 bya it was heavily bombarded and covered with seas over most of its 
surface. There were a few islands but no continents. 
Life appeared by 3.8 bya and could have somehow formed spontaneously in the ocean 
in the short time since water arrived or may have come in on an asteroid from outer 
space. I suspect the latter, which would mean that we are all space aliens.  
Both plant and animal life developed first in the sea, then went ashore, then 
underground, then into the air, which provided a rich assortment of living things but it did 
not all go smoothly. 
 

Five tough times. Natural processes produced environmental disasters that have 

caused life on Earth to approached extinction five times so far, the most recent being 
when an asteroid about 10 km in diameter struck the north end of the Yucatan 
Peninsula about 66 mya (million years ago) and produced a compression wave that 
swept the world, killing all living things above ground. That brought an end to the 
dinosaurs’ domination though some small ones living underground did survive and have 
evolved into modern birds.  
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Meanwhile our tiny mammal ancestors managed to 
survive and evolve into the largest and most dominant 
species on Earth. Early hominids (proto-humans) 
appeared about 6 mya, when they split off from our 
chimpanzee and bonobo cousins. For millions of years 
they lived as hunter-gatherers in small nomadic tribes 
that followed the food through the seasons, which was 

a tough life and many of the attitudes they developed to cope with that life have been 
passed down to us.  
 

Evolution. Early evolutionary developments revealed that sexual reproduction 

enabled more rapid evolution than simply subdividing because it allowed advantageous 
mutations that occur in different families to be merged, so it became the dominant 
reproductive system. 
Note that evolution works in a very pragmatic way: mutations that increase the 
likelihood that an individual will survive and reproduce get passed to descendants and 
others get dropped. There are no ethical or moral principles involved. The evolutionary 
process soon discovered that capturing the assets of others (piracy) is an advantageous 
strategy, so it came into wide use by many species. Hominids naturally used that 
scheme and we are still using it today, which causes a lot of problems. 
 

Little Bangs. In support of sexual reproduction various species have developed a 

variety of mating strategies that in turn strongly influence the structures of their minds 
and bodies though they have certain things in common. 

 Males and females of each species must be physically compatible at least to the 
extent of having matching sex organs; 

 Females produce a limited number of eggs and put a lot into each of them while 
males produce lots of small sperm that, when released, go swimming as fast as 
possible to find an egg; 

 Females and males in each species develop different mating tactics that attempt 
to maximize the probability of producing offspring carrying their personal genes; 

 Among monogamous species such as wolves, males and females grow to about 
the same size and mature at about the same age; 

 Promiscuous species such as chimpanzees and bonobos also grow to about the 
same size at the same age but males have very large testes so that they can 
produce a lot of sperm, enabling sperm wars within the female genital tracts to try 
to kill off or outswim the competition;  

 In polygynous species such as gorillas, elephant seals, and various herd 
animals, males attempt to collect as many females as possible for their harems 
and, to the extent they are successful, other males were left without mates.  

In order to play the polygynous game, males need to grow as large as possible so that 
they can beat up or kill off the competition. They therefore do not mature until they get 
up to full size. On the other hand, females generally have no difficulty in finding a mate, 
so they mature both mentally and sexually at an earlier age than males and are smaller. 
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As you may have noticed, modern men are generally larger than women by about 20% 
and even though much of modern culture asserts that we should be monogamous we 
actually are not. Among our Australopithecine ancestors, who lived about 5 million to 2 
million years ago, men were then about 52% larger than women, which means that our 
species has been evolving in the direction of monogamy for millions of years but we are 
not there yet. {A}.  
The fact that we are still somewhat polygynous helps explain men’s aggression. Note 
that collecting multiple wives is accommodated by Muslims and certain branches of 
Mormonism. A little while ago most kings collected hundreds to thousands of wives 
each, an extreme example being Genghis Khan, whose DNA shows up in a large 
portion of modern men.  
As a net result of all this: 

 Men are generally more aggressive than women and often attack each other, 
organize attack groups to exploit others, and rape women;  

 Women are more cooperative, equipped with strong moral sensibilities, and love to 
nurture babies.  

In other words, men and women live in rather different worlds but still manage to mate 
and reproduce. Following the polygynous mating game, heterosexual men generally 
seek young and beautiful women, the younger the better, while women seek powerful 
men. 
 

Early Times. After going independent, our hominid ancestors continued living in trees 

for a couple of million years then started walking upright, which was probably an 
adaptation to a climate change that provided fewer trees and more open spaces. This 
left their hands free to carry tools and weapons, which facilitated advancing 
technologies. They kept growing ever-larger brains to adapt to multiple environments 
and take advantage of their developing physical abilities. Like all animals, they went 
naked until some migrated into colder climates and discovered that they could function 
better by wearing the pelts of animals they hunted. They also found that it was 
sometimes advantageous to wear leather coverings on their feet, a practice that many 
still follow. 
In spite of their technological advances, hominids remained a minor species and nearly 
died out about 100,000 years ago because of an African drought. 
 
Better Communication. Hominids eventually developed the physical and mental 
abilities to talk, which greatly aided tribal socialization. They had a lot of pragmatic 
knowledge but no science to speak of, so there were lots of unexplained mysteries. To 
help with that, shamans appeared in various tribes and developed supernatural 
explanations of how the world worked. The idea of gods was developed and they 
started out introducing one god for each mystery, so their stories quickly became 
complicated. Nevertheless, the development of unified philosophies and operational 
viewpoints for each tribe enabled them to work together more effectively and become 
more successful, so evolution naturally embedded the acceptance of gods into the 
minds of their descendants. 
 



 4 

  

A big break. About 70,000 years ago one 

branch of our family tree (Sapiens) developed a 
more tightly coordinated hunting style using 
spears with rock-tipped points that allowed 
them to kill animals of any size, which enabled 
them to suddenly jump to the top of the food 
chain and dominate the world {B}. In other 
words, our dominant position is primarily based 
on the fact that humans are the top level killers 
on this planet. 
 

A bigger bite. Beginning about 10,000 years 

ago many of our ancestors started developing 
agriculture and animal breeding, which enabled 
increasing human populations. It is somewhat 
amusing that many people today argue against 
the consumption of “genetically modified food” 
while overlooking the fact that nearly everything 
we eat is genetically modified, a project that 
began about 10,000 years ago. 
The shift to agriculture led to the creation of 
towns, then cities, then empires. Throughout 
this process piracy remained the dominant 
theme of governing bodies, with the rich and 
powerful exploiting everyone else. It is still that 
way today, though many governments pretend 
to be democracies.  
The invention of writing led to further 

development of religions even though 99% of all humans were still illiterate. Some early 
writers of what we would now call science fiction developed the idea of omnipotent gods 
and they became increasingly popular even though they were each rather different. 
There was one consistency, however: they were all dominant males, much like 
polygynous human males. Many of them were also allegedly the products of virgin 
births for reasons that are not clear. The tradition of science fiction leading to new 
religions has continued, recent examples being Mormonism and Scientology. Humans 
also continue to invent more light hearted gods, called “superheroes.” 
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Going back about 2,000 years, a story by an anonymous 
author appeared about a superhero named Jesus Christ, then 
others wrote similar but somewhat incompatible stories about 
this same person. Later still, one or more anonymous editors 
put a collection of these stories together into what is called the 
New Testament, which contains a strong clue indicating that 
Jesus was fictional: it describes the location and 
circumstances of his birth in detail but doesn’t give the date. 
That was because giving the date would have made it very 
easy to refute the entire story. If you are interested in a more 
detailed refutation, see “Nailed” {C}. 
As you know, Jesus was assigned a birthday several hundred 
years later by the Romans, who moved their winter solstice 

celebration, called “Saturnalia” in honor of their ancient god of farming, to Jesus Christ, 
calling it “Christmas.” 
It is interesting to note that the Christianity also effectively combined the ancient idea of 
multiple gods with an omnipotent god in that their head man has three faces (father, 
son, and holy ghost) and there are many demi-gods, called saints. 
Christianity came into power when Roman Emperor Constantine I issued the Edict of 
Milan in February 313 AD. This was an agreement to treat Christians benevolently 
within the Roman Empire and thereafter other religions and scientific studies were 
suppressed. Even though earlier people, including the Greeks, had figured out that the 
Earth was a sphere, from then on the church pretended that the Earth was flat, with God 
in the sky above and the Devil below ground. People who made different claims based 
on actual observations were suppressed by being jailed or killed. This and other 
circumstances led to the Dark Ages in which there was economic decline and negligible 
scientific progress for centuries. 
 

The Takeover. Watch Humans Conquer the Planet in 6 minutes. It is interesting that 

the our world population did not reach one billion until the early 1800s but we are now at 
9.5 billion. 
 

Mating Games. In order for evolution to advance efficiently it is important for 

individuals of all species to select the best mate available. As discussed above, various 
species have evolved different strategies for doing that and, as you may be aware, male 
birds generally try to look pretty and ruffle their feathers while doing dances to attract 
females. Based on these exhibitions, females then choose who to mate with. 
 
It is interesting to note that the ancient ancestors of birds were closely related to large 
dinosaurs such as Tyrannosaurus Rex and it is likely the they too used this strategy, 
which would have been quite a spectacle. Most likely our small mammal ancestors 
witnessed some of those male Tyrannosaurus exhibition dances but would have had to 
stay out of the way in order to survive. 
 
Humans play this game the other way around: young women try to look pretty and 
dance a lot and, after clothing was invented, they mostly wore dresses or skirts to 

http://links.mkt746.com/ctt?kn=50&ms=MjcwOTA4MTAS1&r=MTE2MDc4NjI1NzA3S0&b=0&j=OTIzMjAxMjI4S0&mt=1&rt=0
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advertise accessibility. Men try to show their power and based on what they see, men 
generally initiate mating.  
 
In some parts of the modern world, young women have now stopped wearing skirts or 
dresses in favor of skin tight trousers or shorts that show a lot of anatomical details. 
However it is still basically the same game. 
 
At some point in the 1800s women prostitutes who specialized in fellatio reportedly 
invented lipstick as a form of advertising. However lipstick was soon taken over by 
women of all kinds, which indicates that calling attention to their lips made them more 
attractive to men. It appears to me that this is because lips are reminiscent of another 
interesting part of female anatomy. 
 

Given that humans are the smartest species, how could the current 
mess have happened? The answer is that despite our egotistical self-assessment, 

humans are arguably the stupidest species to have evolved on Planet Earth in that we 
are the first to cause so much atmospheric and oceanic pollution that our planet is 
headed for a sixth mass extinction of life. Because of genetic inheritances from our 
ancient hunter-gatherer ancestors, many people are unable to think rationally about 
science and like to pretend that one or more gods are running things, which was an idea 
that was developed only about 100,000 years ago. It was adopted because it helped 
explain the many mysteries of the Universe. That enhanced tribal unity and the ability to 
survive in tough environments. As further confirmation of irrationality in modern human 
thinking, note that enough nuclear weapons have been stockpiled to kill most living 
things, including us, in a few hours.  
While it is true that humans are intelligent in some ways, you likely have observed some 
peculiarities about the way we act, most of which became embedded in our DNA 
millions of years ago through evolution because they enhanced the survivability and 
reproduction of individuals living in small nomadic tribes: 

1. Humans generally enjoy indulging in fantasies of various sorts, including 
fictional stories, artwork, music, poetry, and various religions. Note that all 
celebrities in our society are people who stimulate fantasies – writers of 
fiction, actors, artists, musical composers, musicians, poets, religious leaders, 
politicians, marketers and the like. In other words, we all live in fantasy 
worlds. 

2. Tribal instincts remain very much a part of us, as can be seen by watching 
opposing fans at athletic competitions. 

Unfortunately, many of these attitudes are not well suited to the modern world, with 
rapidly evolving technology and slowly evolving attitudes.  
 

Conclusion. Humans’ longstanding adherence to piracy in many aspects of our lives 

is now threatening our survival and that of other life forms on Earth. It remains to be 
seen whether we can fix it. 
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