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Comments	submitted	to	the	Santa	Clara	County/VTA	Bicycle	&	Pedestrian	

Advisory	Committee	(BPAC)	for	their	meeting	on	2016.01.14.	
		

Bike	Lane	Proposal.	The	proposal	you	are	considering	to	paint	green	
bike	lanes	going	into	the	Page	Mill	Expressway	and	under	the	I-280	
Freeway	will	accomplish	three	things:	
1. Provide	imaginary	protection	for	cyclists	so	that	governmental	
agencies	can	pretend	that	they	are	addressing	the	longstanding	
hazards	there,	

2. Announce	that	“We	cyclists	are	important,”	
3. Subsidize	the	green	paint	industry.	

What	it	will	not	do	is	provide	a	way	for	cyclists	to	get	through	that	
interchange	safely.	In	fact,	painting	an	entire	path	rather	than	just	its	
boundaries	has	a	disadvantage	in	that	it	makes	the	pavement	surface	
smoother	so	that	in	damp	weather	a	cyclist	attempting	to	maneuver	
there	is	more	likely	to	lose	traction	and	crash.	
		
What	it	will	not	do	is	address	the	equally	important	and	longstanding	
inability	of	pedestrians	and	the	disabled	to	get	through	that	interchange	
alive,	which	has	been	the	case	since	1966.	I	suggest	that	if	you	decide	to	
put	bike	lanes	there	that	you	have	them	painted	black	to	warn	cyclists	
that	they	are	on	a	path	to	death.	
		
Some	Embarrassing	History.		The	hazardous	design	of	that	
interchange	for	non-motorized	traffic	was	first	pointed	out	by	the	Town	
Council	of	Los	Altos	Hills	in	a	resolution	adopted	on	June	7,	1965,	more	
than	a	year	before	the	freeway	was	completed.	However	they	were	
ignored	by	Caltrans,	which	left	both	cyclists	and	pedestrians	with	no	
way	to	get	through	there	safely	during	rush	hours.	The	pedestrians	gave	
up,	choosing	either	to	go	by	car	or	by	walking	miles	out	of	their	way	to	
avoid	that	death	trap.		Most	cyclists	also	avoided	that	interchange	but	
some	gave	it	a	try	and	a	number	were	injured,	with	the	most	serious	
injuries	generally	happening	to	those	who	were	hit	from	behind.	
		



The	eastbound	route	for	cyclists	required	that	they	either	make	a	left	
turn	across	two	lanes	of	fast	traffic	with	no	traffic	signals	to	make	that	
possible	or	that	they	move	to	the	right	across	two	lanes	of	fast	traffic	
coming	downhill	from	the	northbound	I-280	off-ramp,	which	was	
essentially	impossible.	The	bike	lane	proposal	that	you	are	considering	
provides	the	same	ways	to	clobber	cyclists.	
		
The	westbound	route	for	cyclists	had	two	major	problems.	There	were	
two	traffic	lanes	approaching	the	freeway	undercrossing	and	the	right	
lane	split	into	a	two	lane	southbound	onramp	just	as	it	went	under	the	
freeway	while	the	left	lane	went	straight	ahead	onto	Page	Mill	Road.	
That	meant	the	cyclists	who	didn’t	make	it	across	from	the	right	curb	to	
the	left	lane	before	that	onramp	slit	in	two	ended	up	trapped	on	the	
right	side	of	the	two	lane	onramp	with	no	way	to	continue.	
		
On	the	other	hand,	those	who	did	get	across	the	right	lane	to	the	
through	lane	found	that	the	lane	was	too	narrow	for	motorists	to	pass	
them	safely.		In	the	mid-1990s	when	I	served	as	Chair	of	this	group	
(then	called	the	Bicycle	Advisory	Committee)	we	proposed	to	widen	the	
left	lane	by	eating	into	the	median	so	that	motorists	could	safely	pass	
cyclists	there	and,	with	the	help	of	the	County	Roads	Department,	we	
were	able	to	get	that	done	in	1997.	
		
However	two	years	later	a	Caltrans	engineer	who	was	focused	on	letting	
motorists	go	faster,	as	usual,	got	it	reconfigured	so	that	there	were	three	
lanes	approaching	the	underpass,	which	meant	that	cyclists	who	wanted	
to	get	through	had	to	cross	two	adjacent	lanes	of	fast	traffic	in	order	to	
reach	the	through	lane.		
		
The	recent	attempt	by	a	cyclist	to	make	the	two	lane	transition	from	the	
right	side	of	the	road	to	the	#1	lane	going	ahead	resulted	in	his	being	hit	
from	behind	and	killed,	which	is	directly	attributable	to	the	Caltrans	
engineer	who	set	up	that	death	trap.	However	the	CHP	report,	as	usual,	
attributes	the	accident	to	misconduct	by	the	cyclist,	which	is	pure	
nonsense.	
		
A	Safer	And	More	Complete	Proposal.		After	the	Caltrans	redesign	I	
continued	lobbying	for	a	safe	way	through	that	interchange	for	non-
motorized	traffic	and	in	June	2010	I	proposed	to	the	Town	Engineer	of	



Los	Altos	Hills	that	a	side	path	for	both	cyclists	and	pedestrians	be	built	
on	the	north	side	of	the	interchange	so	as	to	bypass	the	main	danger	
zone,	as	described	below.	However	nothing	more	was	done	with	that	
proposal.	
		
By	2012	the	town	had	formed	a	Traffic	Safety	Committee,	so	I	submitted	
that	proposal	to	them	and	they	approved	it.	However	they	did	nothing	
more	with	it.	I	sent	a	copy	of	that	proposal	to	the	County	Roads	and	
Airports	Department	and	they	incorporated	it	into	their	long	term	plan	
for	reconfiguriing	the	exchange.	However	the	funding	for	that	elaborate	
proposal	is	nowhere	in	sight.	Nevertheless	that	side	path	can	be	built	
quickly	by	itself	at	a	cost	under	$1	million,	which	I	recommend	be	done	
now	since	it	will	enable	all	non-vehicular	traffic	to	get	through	safely	
and	hopefully	will	prevent	further	injuries	or	deaths.	
		

A Safe Route Through the I-280 Page Mill Interchange for 
Pedestrians and Cyclists	

 	
Cycling Physics: Cyclists are generally able to cross an adjacent 
vehicle lane by waiting for a gap that is large enough, then signaling 
and crossing the lane quickly. However in order to cross two adjacent 
lanes it is necessary for cyclists to find two larger gaps that appear 
concurrently in both lanes, which may never happen if there is dense 
traffic moving fast, such as during rush hours. Note that the current 
design of the subject interchange forces cyclists going either direction 
on Page Mill to attempt such a double crossing with a likelihood they 
will be hit from behind. In order for cyclists or pedestrians to cross two 
or more lanes of fast traffic, stop signs or traffic lights are required.	
 	
Pedestrian Physics:  Pedestrians, equestrians and other non-
vehicular traffic can cross a single lane of traffic without a stop sign or 
traffic signal if traffic flow has substantial gaps and is not moving fast. 
However where there are two or more lanes or high traffic volumes or 
speeds either a traffic signal or stop sign is required.	
  	



	
1. Immediately remove the pedestrian crossing markings at the 

bottom of the two lane northbound off-ramp, which invites 
westbound pedestrians to step off the curb on the far side of a 
blind curve to cross two lanes of traffic moving at about 60 
MPH, with no traffic light. The only reason no one has been 
killed there yet is that mature adults can see that it is too 
dangerous to try crossing. However a youngster might see the 
pedestrian crossing lane and proceed.  We should not continue 
to tempt fate since that pedestrian route leads nowhere and the 
line removal will cost almost nothing.	

2. Promptly build a two-way shared path for non-vehicular traffic 
composed of asphalt 12 feet wide connecting Old Page Mill 
Road to Arastradero and upper Page Mill Roads by way of the 
north side of the interchange, as shown below, including button-
operated traffic lights to enable safe crossing of the one-lane 
west to northbound on-ramp and the two-lane west to 
southbound on-ramp, as shown in the sketch below. The length 
of the path will be around 100 yards.	



This will bypass the dangerous parts of the interchange so as to 
enable people riding bikes or trikes as well as pedestrians, 
equestrians, those in wheelchairs or pushing baby buggies to get 
through the interchange safely. Furthermore, this solution will be less 
expensive and quicker to build than any alternative that provides full 
non-vehicular access.	
 	
		


