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Subject: A safe route through the El Monte/280 interchange for motor vehicles 
 
The El Monte/280 interchange is intrinsically much safer than Page Mill/280 for both 
motorized and non-motorized traffic because it has no two lane on- or off-ramps. It is the 
nearest interchange to my home, so I have been through it literally thousands of times by 
car, bike and on foot and do not recall ever seeing the results of an accident there, though 
I’m sure there have been some. By contrast, I have seen the results of many crashes in the 
Page Mill area, especially on the northbound 280 to eastbound Page Mill off-ramp.  This 
account uses Caltrans’ terminology for directions, which hold that I-280 goes north-south 
even though it actually goes east-west through our town. 
 
It is remarkable to me that elaborate and expensive changes have been made in the El 
Monte area while serious safety problems along Page Mill have been consistently 
ignored. In recent years an elaborate pedestrian/bike path was constructed in the freeway 
median going through the interchange. Using it generally requires using three button-
operated traffic lights to get through and it appears to appeal to a few people who are 
afraid of using main roads. However most walkers and joggers continue to use the 
sidewalk along the north side of El Monte because it involves crossing only one-lane on- 
and off-ramps, which can usually be managed without a significant wait. Similarly, 
competent cyclists know that they can ride faster by staying on the road and they do so. 
In other words, that median bike/ped path was a gigantic waste of money that could have 
been spent to fix serious problems along Page Mill. 
 
Off-ramp stoppage 
A year or two ago a stop sign was placed at the intersection of the northbound 280 off-
ramp with eastbound El Monte. I assume that this was done after someone carelessly 
merged without looking, causing a fender-bender, but that kind of misconduct can happen 
anywhere. It appeared to me that this off-ramp had been working well for over 40 years 
but that the placement of the stop sign actually made things worse. 
 
In the past, drivers coming down the off-ramp could see traffic moving along the right 
lane of El Monte and could adjust their speed so as to merge safely. However, a problem 
arose if they were forced to stop, as all are now required to do. When stopped at the limit 
line one’s rear view mirrors are aimed off-road, so in order to see cars moving in the right 
lane of El Monte drivers without extreme neck flexibility must twist their bodies while 
maintaining pressure on the brake pedal and may still miss a vehicle that is moving 
swiftly in the right lane. It would be interesting to know what the accident statistics 



looked like before and after the Stop sign was erected. I would not be surprised to learn 
that there are now more crashes than before. 
 
It appears to me that there are three plausible ways to fix this problem, as follows. 

1. Replace the STOP sign with a YIELD sign, so as to go back to the scheme that 
worked well for many years. 

2. Add a mirror to the post carrying the STOP sign so that drivers can see oncoming 
vehicles. 

3. Divert the end of the off-ramp slightly to the left and put the STOP sign there so 
that drivers can see oncoming traffic without having to twist their bodies and can 
make the right turn when it is safe to do so. 

 My expectation is that Choice 1 would be the best, whereas the more expensive Choice 3 
would probably be safest though it would also slow things down. I believe that the 
existence of dimwitted drivers should not be used as an excuse for introducing extreme 
traffic measures. 
 
 


