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lacking; we need research on whether and how we can employ this tool in public regulation to
construct a theoretical framework for it. Publicinstitutions al o seldom adopt an information tool
perspective to fully review regulation, resulting in its absence or misuse in the regulatory
process. Thus, in accordance with the principles of suitability and matching of tools and goals,
we need to widen the sphere in which this tool is used and correct its inappropriate or mistaken
use.
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In this study , we emphasize the role of multiple institutional logics and their interlocking
functionsin interpreting ongoing institutional change in Chinese society. Institutional changeis
impelled or constrained by the interaction of individuals and social groups possessing different
interests, and the acts of theseindividual s and groups are governed by theinstitutional logics. As
aresult , the trajectory and direction of institutional change are shaped by the interplay among
multiple institutional logics. We need to understand these institutional logics in their
interrelationships as well asin theinteractions among different groups; at the same time, we al 0
need to pay attention to endogenous processes of institutional change. We illustrate the research
topics, analytical concepts and theoretical approach raised by this analytical framework with an
empirical study of the evolution of the village election systemin an agricultural township in North
China from 2000 to 2008.
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Sustained large-scale migration has been an important structural force in the change in the
Chinese farmer family. The de-localization resulting from migration is eroding and undermining
the patriarchal family system, a system marked by the strong congruence of kinship and locality.
The resultant changes in the family system, however , represent not just a de-traditionalization
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research blank and has 0 far attracted regrettably little attention. Infact , many modern Chinese
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