
Using Social Explorer’s Geocoder Feature (05/2017) 
 
STEP 1: Create a .csv file. 
 
Input your data into an excel sheet. Social Explorer provides a sample .csv file which tells you which address formats it accepts. Perhaps 
there are formats it accepts outside of these six, but I followed the format in Location #1. The other columns can contain any information you 
like, such as the title of that location or its real estate value. Below is a screenshot of the sample file. 

 



 
Here is a screenshot of the .csv file I used. I included categories for the percentages of black and white students at each public school in 
Philadelphia. When all of your data has been inputted, save the document using the “save as” option and save it as a .csv file. 

 
 
 
  



STEP 2: Upload your .csv file. 
 
Click the Geocoder feature from the dropdown menu and upload your file. 

 
 



STEP 3: Geocode your data 
After your file has been uploaded, choose which column in your file you want Social Explorer to use for geocoding. Mine is the “Location” 
column. 

 
  



Choose your marker icons. I chose a graduation cap for mine to represent schools. The “title” can be any of the columns in your .csv file. In 
this example, I chose “White” so that the percentage of white kids attending each school will appear beneath each icon. 

 
  



Here is the product. The map shows the median house values of neighborhoods in Philadelphia. I selected the “White” category as my title, 
so below you see each public school in Philadelphia with the percentage of white kids at that school displayed below the icon. 

 


