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Goal: help you be able to do two pset questions
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E[X + Y] = E[X] + E[Y]

Generalized:

Holds regardless of dependency between Xi’s
(e.g. they don’t need to be independent)
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Expectation of the Sum
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Differential Privacy

Real World Motivation: Can we 
learn trends from a dataset 
without violating privacy of 
individuals in the dataset?

Cynthia Dwork’s celebrity look alike is Cynthia Dwork.
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Key Idea: Randomize some 
responses so that individuals have 

“plausible deniability”
-Warner et al (1965)
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# Maximize accuracy, while preserving privacy.
def calculateYi(Xi):

obfuscate = random()
if obfuscate:

return indicator(random())
else:

return Xi

Differential Privacy
100 independent values X1 … X100 where Xi ~ Bern(p)

random() returns True
or False with equal 
likelihood
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# Maximize accuracy, while preserving privacy.
def calculateYi(Xi):

obfuscate = random()
if obfuscate:

return indicator(random())
else:

return Xi

Differential Privacy

random() returns True
or False with equal 
likelihood

100 independent values X1 … X100 where Xi ~ Bern(p)

What is E[Yi]? 

E[Yi] = P (Yi = 1) =
p
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# Maximize accuracy, while preserving privacy.
def calculateYi(Xi):

obfuscate = random()
if obfuscate:

return indicator(random())
else:

return Xi

Differential Privacy
100 independent values X1 … X100 where Xi ~ Bern(p)

Let Z =
100X

i=1

Yi
What is the E[Z]?

E[Z] = E
h 100X
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random() returns True
or False with equal 
likelihood
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# Maximize accuracy, while preserving privacy.
def calculateYi(Xi):

obfuscate = random()
if obfuscate:

return indicator(random())
else:

return Xi

Differential Privacy
100 independent values X1 … X100 where Xi ~ Bern(p)

Let Z =
100X

i=1

Yi
How do you estimate p?

random() returns True
or False with equal 
likelihood

Challenge: What is the probability that our estimate is good?

E[Z] = 50p+ 25

p ⇡ Z � 25

50



• Computer cluster with k servers
§ Requests independently go to server i with probability pi
§ Let event Ai = server i receives no requests
§ X = # of events A1, A2, … Ak that occur 
§ E[X] after first n requests?
§ Since requests independent: n
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Computer Cluster Utilization
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Let Bernoulli Bi be an indicator for Ai





http://www.zdnet.com/article/amazons-finds-its-profit-horse-in-aws-why-its-so-disruptive-to-its-old-guard/

* 52% of Amazons Profits

**More profitable than Amazon’s North   
America commerce operations



Revenue Profit
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One of the reason expectation is 
so useful is because the 

expectation of a sum is easy to 
calculate



Conditional 
Expectation

15

14c_cond_expectation
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Conditional Expectation

16

Conditional Distributions Expectation



Chris Piech and Jerry Cain, CS109, 2021

Conditional expectation
Recall the the conditional PMF of ! given " = $: 

% ! = &|" = $ = % ! = &, " = $
% " = $

The conditional expectation of ! given " = $ is

) !|" = $ =*
+
&% ! = &|" = $

17
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It’s been so long, our dice friends
• Roll two 6-sided dice.
• Let roll 1 be !", roll 2 be !#. 
• Let $ = value of !" + !#.

1. What is ( $|!# = 6 ?

18

( +|, = - =.
/
012|3 0|-

( $|!# = 6 =.
/
04 $ = 0|!# = 6

= 1
6 7 + 8 + 9 + 10 + 11 + 12

Intuitively: 6 + ( !" = 6 + 3.5 = 9.5

= 57
6 = 9.5

Let’s prove this!
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Properties of conditional expectation

19

1. LOTUS:

! " # |% = ' =(
)
" * +,|-(*|')

2. Sum of conditional expectation:

! (
012

3
#0 | % = ' =(
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E[X]
<latexit sha1_base64="htRPXeyjl3b6xIRinbWutiuEegs=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mKoMeCCB4r2A9IQ9lsN+3S3U3Y3Qgl9C948aCIV/+QN/+NmzQHbX0w8Hhvhpl5YcKZNq777VQ2Nre2d6q7tb39g8Oj+vFJT8epIrRLYh6rQYg15UzSrmGG00GiKBYhp/1wdpv7/SeqNIvlo5knNBB4IlnECDa5dOcPglG94TbdAmideCVpQInOqP41HMckFVQawrHWvucmJsiwMoxwuqgNU00TTGZ4Qn1LJRZUB1lx6wJdWGWMoljZkgYV6u+JDAut5yK0nQKbqV71cvE/z09NdBNkTCapoZIsF0UpRyZG+eNozBQlhs8twUQxeysiU6wwMTaemg3BW315nfRaTc9teg9XjXarjKMKZ3AOl+DBNbThHjrQBQJTeIZXeHOE8+K8Ox/L1opTzpzCHzifP6EKjec=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="htRPXeyjl3b6xIRinbWutiuEegs=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mKoMeCCB4r2A9IQ9lsN+3S3U3Y3Qgl9C948aCIV/+QN/+NmzQHbX0w8Hhvhpl5YcKZNq777VQ2Nre2d6q7tb39g8Oj+vFJT8epIrRLYh6rQYg15UzSrmGG00GiKBYhp/1wdpv7/SeqNIvlo5knNBB4IlnECDa5dOcPglG94TbdAmideCVpQInOqP41HMckFVQawrHWvucmJsiwMoxwuqgNU00TTGZ4Qn1LJRZUB1lx6wJdWGWMoljZkgYV6u+JDAut5yK0nQKbqV71cvE/z09NdBNkTCapoZIsF0UpRyZG+eNozBQlhs8twUQxeysiU6wwMTaemg3BW315nfRaTc9teg9XjXarjKMKZ3AOl+DBNbThHjrQBQJTeIZXeHOE8+K8Ox/L1opTzpzCHzifP6EKjec=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="htRPXeyjl3b6xIRinbWutiuEegs=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mKoMeCCB4r2A9IQ9lsN+3S3U3Y3Qgl9C948aCIV/+QN/+NmzQHbX0w8Hhvhpl5YcKZNq777VQ2Nre2d6q7tb39g8Oj+vFJT8epIrRLYh6rQYg15UzSrmGG00GiKBYhp/1wdpv7/SeqNIvlo5knNBB4IlnECDa5dOcPglG94TbdAmideCVpQInOqP41HMckFVQawrHWvucmJsiwMoxwuqgNU00TTGZ4Qn1LJRZUB1lx6wJdWGWMoljZkgYV6u+JDAut5yK0nQKbqV71cvE/z09NdBNkTCapoZIsF0UpRyZG+eNozBQlhs8twUQxeysiU6wwMTaemg3BW315nfRaTc9teg9XjXarjKMKZ3AOl+DBNbThHjrQBQJTeIZXeHOE8+K8Ox/L1opTzpzCHzifP6EKjec=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="htRPXeyjl3b6xIRinbWutiuEegs=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mKoMeCCB4r2A9IQ9lsN+3S3U3Y3Qgl9C948aCIV/+QN/+NmzQHbX0w8Hhvhpl5YcKZNq777VQ2Nre2d6q7tb39g8Oj+vFJT8epIrRLYh6rQYg15UzSrmGG00GiKBYhp/1wdpv7/SeqNIvlo5knNBB4IlnECDa5dOcPglG94TbdAmideCVpQInOqP41HMckFVQawrHWvucmJsiwMoxwuqgNU00TTGZ4Qn1LJRZUB1lx6wJdWGWMoljZkgYV6u+JDAut5yK0nQKbqV71cvE/z09NdBNkTCapoZIsF0UpRyZG+eNozBQlhs8twUQxeysiU6wwMTaemg3BW315nfRaTc9teg9XjXarjKMKZ3AOl+DBNbThHjrQBQJTeIZXeHOE8+K8Ox/L1opTzpzCHzifP6EKjec=</latexit>

E[X|Y = y]
<latexit sha1_base64="Pa5UQzNhSidukK0esk2WC7dbtCI=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mKoBehIILHCraNpKFstpt26WYTdzdCiP0TXjwo4tW/481/47bNQVsfDDzem2FmXpBwprRtf1ulldW19Y3yZmVre2d3r7p/0FFxKgltk5jH0g2wopwJ2tZMc+omkuIo4LQbjK+mfveRSsVicaezhPoRHgoWMoK1kdxrz326v8z8frVm1+0Z0DJxClKDAq1+9as3iEkaUaEJx0p5jp1oP8dSM8LppNJLFU0wGeMh9QwVOKLKz2f3TtCJUQYojKUpodFM/T2R40ipLApMZ4T1SC16U/E/z0t1eOHnTCSppoLMF4UpRzpG0+fRgElKNM8MwUQycysiIywx0SaiignBWXx5mXQadceuO7dntWajiKMMR3AMp+DAOTThBlrQBgIcnuEV3qwH68V6tz7mrSWrmDmEP7A+fwCTZY+a</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Pa5UQzNhSidukK0esk2WC7dbtCI=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mKoBehIILHCraNpKFstpt26WYTdzdCiP0TXjwo4tW/481/47bNQVsfDDzem2FmXpBwprRtf1ulldW19Y3yZmVre2d3r7p/0FFxKgltk5jH0g2wopwJ2tZMc+omkuIo4LQbjK+mfveRSsVicaezhPoRHgoWMoK1kdxrz326v8z8frVm1+0Z0DJxClKDAq1+9as3iEkaUaEJx0p5jp1oP8dSM8LppNJLFU0wGeMh9QwVOKLKz2f3TtCJUQYojKUpodFM/T2R40ipLApMZ4T1SC16U/E/z0t1eOHnTCSppoLMF4UpRzpG0+fRgElKNM8MwUQycysiIywx0SaiignBWXx5mXQadceuO7dntWajiKMMR3AMp+DAOTThBlrQBgIcnuEV3qwH68V6tz7mrSWrmDmEP7A+fwCTZY+a</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Pa5UQzNhSidukK0esk2WC7dbtCI=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mKoBehIILHCraNpKFstpt26WYTdzdCiP0TXjwo4tW/481/47bNQVsfDDzem2FmXpBwprRtf1ulldW19Y3yZmVre2d3r7p/0FFxKgltk5jH0g2wopwJ2tZMc+omkuIo4LQbjK+mfveRSsVicaezhPoRHgoWMoK1kdxrz326v8z8frVm1+0Z0DJxClKDAq1+9as3iEkaUaEJx0p5jp1oP8dSM8LppNJLFU0wGeMh9QwVOKLKz2f3TtCJUQYojKUpodFM/T2R40ipLApMZ4T1SC16U/E/z0t1eOHnTCSppoLMF4UpRzpG0+fRgElKNM8MwUQycysiIywx0SaiignBWXx5mXQadceuO7dntWajiKMMR3AMp+DAOTThBlrQBgIcnuEV3qwH68V6tz7mrSWrmDmEP7A+fwCTZY+a</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Pa5UQzNhSidukK0esk2WC7dbtCI=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mKoBehIILHCraNpKFstpt26WYTdzdCiP0TXjwo4tW/481/47bNQVsfDDzem2FmXpBwprRtf1ulldW19Y3yZmVre2d3r7p/0FFxKgltk5jH0g2wopwJ2tZMc+omkuIo4LQbjK+mfveRSsVicaezhPoRHgoWMoK1kdxrz326v8z8frVm1+0Z0DJxClKDAq1+9as3iEkaUaEJx0p5jp1oP8dSM8LppNJLFU0wGeMh9QwVOKLKz2f3TtCJUQYojKUpodFM/T2R40ipLApMZ4T1SC16U/E/z0t1eOHnTCSppoLMF4UpRzpG0+fRgElKNM8MwUQycysiIywx0SaiignBWXx5mXQadceuO7dntWajiKMMR3AMp+DAOTThBlrQBgIcnuEV3qwH68V6tz7mrSWrmDmEP7A+fwCTZY+a</latexit>

E[X = 5]
<latexit sha1_base64="MYACz71CtBV1pIzIxB3Rj94V4uo=">AAAB7XicbVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU9ktFr0IBRE8VrAfsF1KNs22sdlkSbJCWfofvHhQxKv/x5v/xrTdg7Y+GHi8N8PMvDDhTBvX/XYKa+sbm1vF7dLO7t7+QfnwqK1lqghtEcml6oZYU84EbRlmOO0miuI45LQTjm9mfueJKs2keDCThAYxHgoWMYKNldq3fve6HvTLFbfqzoFWiZeTCuRo9stfvYEkaUyFIRxr7XtuYoIMK8MIp9NSL9U0wWSMh9S3VOCY6iCbXztFZ1YZoEgqW8Kgufp7IsOx1pM4tJ0xNiO97M3E/zw/NdFVkDGRpIYKslgUpRwZiWavowFTlBg+sQQTxeytiIywwsTYgEo2BG/55VXSrlU9t+rdX1QatTyOIpzAKZyDB5fQgDtoQgsIPMIzvMKbI50X5935WLQWnHzmGP7A+fwBmlaObQ==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="MYACz71CtBV1pIzIxB3Rj94V4uo=">AAAB7XicbVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU9ktFr0IBRE8VrAfsF1KNs22sdlkSbJCWfofvHhQxKv/x5v/xrTdg7Y+GHi8N8PMvDDhTBvX/XYKa+sbm1vF7dLO7t7+QfnwqK1lqghtEcml6oZYU84EbRlmOO0miuI45LQTjm9mfueJKs2keDCThAYxHgoWMYKNldq3fve6HvTLFbfqzoFWiZeTCuRo9stfvYEkaUyFIRxr7XtuYoIMK8MIp9NSL9U0wWSMh9S3VOCY6iCbXztFZ1YZoEgqW8Kgufp7IsOx1pM4tJ0xNiO97M3E/zw/NdFVkDGRpIYKslgUpRwZiWavowFTlBg+sQQTxeytiIywwsTYgEo2BG/55VXSrlU9t+rdX1QatTyOIpzAKZyDB5fQgDtoQgsIPMIzvMKbI50X5935WLQWnHzmGP7A+fwBmlaObQ==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="MYACz71CtBV1pIzIxB3Rj94V4uo=">AAAB7XicbVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU9ktFr0IBRE8VrAfsF1KNs22sdlkSbJCWfofvHhQxKv/x5v/xrTdg7Y+GHi8N8PMvDDhTBvX/XYKa+sbm1vF7dLO7t7+QfnwqK1lqghtEcml6oZYU84EbRlmOO0miuI45LQTjm9mfueJKs2keDCThAYxHgoWMYKNldq3fve6HvTLFbfqzoFWiZeTCuRo9stfvYEkaUyFIRxr7XtuYoIMK8MIp9NSL9U0wWSMh9S3VOCY6iCbXztFZ1YZoEgqW8Kgufp7IsOx1pM4tJ0xNiO97M3E/zw/NdFVkDGRpIYKslgUpRwZiWavowFTlBg+sQQTxeytiIywwsTYgEo2BG/55VXSrlU9t+rdX1QatTyOIpzAKZyDB5fQgDtoQgsIPMIzvMKbI50X5935WLQWnHzmGP7A+fwBmlaObQ==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="MYACz71CtBV1pIzIxB3Rj94V4uo=">AAAB7XicbVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU9ktFr0IBRE8VrAfsF1KNs22sdlkSbJCWfofvHhQxKv/x5v/xrTdg7Y+GHi8N8PMvDDhTBvX/XYKa+sbm1vF7dLO7t7+QfnwqK1lqghtEcml6oZYU84EbRlmOO0miuI45LQTjm9mfueJKs2keDCThAYxHgoWMYKNldq3fve6HvTLFbfqzoFWiZeTCuRo9stfvYEkaUyFIRxr7XtuYoIMK8MIp9NSL9U0wWSMh9S3VOCY6iCbXztFZ1YZoEgqW8Kgufp7IsOx1pM4tJ0xNiO97M3E/zw/NdFVkDGRpIYKslgUpRwZiWavowFTlBg+sQQTxeytiIywwsTYgEo2BG/55VXSrlU9t+rdX1QatTyOIpzAKZyDB5fQgDtoQgsIPMIzvMKbI50X5935WLQWnHzmGP7A+fwBmlaObQ==</latexit>

Doesn’t make sense. Take expectation of random variables, not 
events

This is a number:

This is a function of y:

Conditional Expectation Function
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E[X|Y=y]

This is a function with y as input

Conditional Expectation Function
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E[X|Y=y]

Conditional Expectation Function

Y = 3 6



Chris Piech and Jerry Cain, CS109, 2021

X = favorite number
Y = year in school

E[X] = 0 * 0.05 + … + 9 * 0.10 = 5.38 

Conditional Expectation Example
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X = favorite number
Y = year in school

E[X | Y] ?

Year in school, Y = y E[X | Y = y]

2 5.5

3 5.8

4 6.0

5 4.7

Conditional Expectation Example
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X = favorite number
Y = year in school

E[X | Y] ?

Year in school, Y = y E[X | Y = y]

2 5.5

3 5.8

4 6.0

5 4.7

Conditional Expectation Example
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X = units in fall quarter
Y = year in school

E[X | Y] ?

Conditional Expectation Example



Law of Total 
Expectation

27

14d_law_of_total_expectation
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Properties of conditional expectation

28

1. LOTUS:

! " # |% = ' =(
)
" * +,|-(*|')

2. Linearity of conditional expectation:

! (
012

3
#0 | % = ' =(

012

3
! #0|% = '

3. Law of total expectation:

! # = ! ! #|% what?!
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Law of Total Expectation

E[X] =
X

y

E[X|Y = y]P (Y = y)
<latexit sha1_base64="AQDusej+73DlBIO4zNq6I35uJKw=">AAACBXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16lIXwSLUTZkpgm4KBRFcVrAPaYchk2ba0CQzJBlhGLtx46+4caGIW//BnX9j2s5CWw8knJxzLzf3BDGjSjvOt7W0vLK6tl7YKG5ube/s2nv7LRUlEpMmjlgkOwFShFFBmppqRjqxJIgHjLSD0eXEb98TqWgkbnUaE4+jgaAhxUgbybePrrodD9ZgTyXcT6F5PdzVUq9RNvepb5ecijMFXCRuTkogR8O3v3r9CCecCI0ZUqrrOrH2MiQ1xYyMi71EkRjhERqQrqECcaK8bLrFGJ4YpQ/DSJojNJyqvzsyxJVKeWAqOdJDNe9NxP+8bqLDCy+jIk40EXg2KEwY1BGcRAL7VBKsWWoIwpKav0I8RBJhbYIrmhDc+ZUXSatacZ2Ke3NWqlfzOArgEByDMnDBOaiDa9AATYDBI3gGr+DNerJerHfrY1a6ZOU9B+APrM8fuviWvg==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="AQDusej+73DlBIO4zNq6I35uJKw=">AAACBXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16lIXwSLUTZkpgm4KBRFcVrAPaYchk2ba0CQzJBlhGLtx46+4caGIW//BnX9j2s5CWw8knJxzLzf3BDGjSjvOt7W0vLK6tl7YKG5ube/s2nv7LRUlEpMmjlgkOwFShFFBmppqRjqxJIgHjLSD0eXEb98TqWgkbnUaE4+jgaAhxUgbybePrrodD9ZgTyXcT6F5PdzVUq9RNvepb5ecijMFXCRuTkogR8O3v3r9CCecCI0ZUqrrOrH2MiQ1xYyMi71EkRjhERqQrqECcaK8bLrFGJ4YpQ/DSJojNJyqvzsyxJVKeWAqOdJDNe9NxP+8bqLDCy+jIk40EXg2KEwY1BGcRAL7VBKsWWoIwpKav0I8RBJhbYIrmhDc+ZUXSatacZ2Ke3NWqlfzOArgEByDMnDBOaiDa9AATYDBI3gGr+DNerJerHfrY1a6ZOU9B+APrM8fuviWvg==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="AQDusej+73DlBIO4zNq6I35uJKw=">AAACBXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16lIXwSLUTZkpgm4KBRFcVrAPaYchk2ba0CQzJBlhGLtx46+4caGIW//BnX9j2s5CWw8knJxzLzf3BDGjSjvOt7W0vLK6tl7YKG5ube/s2nv7LRUlEpMmjlgkOwFShFFBmppqRjqxJIgHjLSD0eXEb98TqWgkbnUaE4+jgaAhxUgbybePrrodD9ZgTyXcT6F5PdzVUq9RNvepb5ecijMFXCRuTkogR8O3v3r9CCecCI0ZUqrrOrH2MiQ1xYyMi71EkRjhERqQrqECcaK8bLrFGJ4YpQ/DSJojNJyqvzsyxJVKeWAqOdJDNe9NxP+8bqLDCy+jIk40EXg2KEwY1BGcRAL7VBKsWWoIwpKav0I8RBJhbYIrmhDc+ZUXSatacZ2Ke3NWqlfzOArgEByDMnDBOaiDa9AATYDBI3gGr+DNerJerHfrY1a6ZOU9B+APrM8fuviWvg==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="AQDusej+73DlBIO4zNq6I35uJKw=">AAACBXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16lIXwSLUTZkpgm4KBRFcVrAPaYchk2ba0CQzJBlhGLtx46+4caGIW//BnX9j2s5CWw8knJxzLzf3BDGjSjvOt7W0vLK6tl7YKG5ube/s2nv7LRUlEpMmjlgkOwFShFFBmppqRjqxJIgHjLSD0eXEb98TqWgkbnUaE4+jgaAhxUgbybePrrodD9ZgTyXcT6F5PdzVUq9RNvepb5ecijMFXCRuTkogR8O3v3r9CCecCI0ZUqrrOrH2MiQ1xYyMi71EkRjhERqQrqECcaK8bLrFGJ4YpQ/DSJojNJyqvzsyxJVKeWAqOdJDNe9NxP+8bqLDCy+jIk40EXg2KEwY1BGcRAL7VBKsWWoIwpKav0I8RBJhbYIrmhDc+ZUXSatacZ2Ke3NWqlfzOArgEByDMnDBOaiDa9AATYDBI3gGr+DNerJerHfrY1a6ZOU9B+APrM8fuviWvg==</latexit>

Remarkably, E + ,|. = + ,

If + ,|. = 0 is a function of y,
then + ,|. is a random variable!

If + ,|. is a random variable, we can
get its expected value, E[+ ,|. ] !
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Proof of Law of Total Expectation ! " = ! ! "|%

E[E[X|Y ]] =
X

y

E[X|Y = y]P (Y = y)

=
X

y

X

x

xP (X = x|Y = y)P (Y = y)

=
X

y

X

x

xP (X = x, Y = y)

=
X

x

X

y

xP (X = x, Y = y)

=
X

x

x
X

y

P (X = x, Y = y)

=
X

x

xP (X = x)

= E[X]

g(Y) = E[X|Y]

Def of E[X|Y]

Chain rule!

I switch the order of the sums

Move that x outside the y sum

Marginalization

Def of E[X]
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Another way to compute ! "

If we only have a conditional PMF of " on some discrete variable #,
we can compute ! " as follows:
1. Compute expectation of " given some value of # = %
2. Repeat step 1 for all values of #
3. Compute a weighted sum (where weights are & # = % )

31

! " = ! ! "|#

! ! "|# =(
)
& # = % ! "|# = % = ! "

Useful for analyzing recursive code!!

def recurse():
if (random.random() < 0.5):

return 3
else: return (2 + recurse())
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Quick check
1. ! "
2. ! ", $
3. ! " + $
4. ! "|$
5. ! "|$ = 6
6. ! " = 1
7. ! $|" = *

32

*

A. value
B. one RV
C. two RVs
D. doesn’t make sense
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Quick check
1. ! "
2. ! ", $
3. ! " + $
4. ! "|$
5. ! "|$ = 6
6. ! " = 1
7. ! $|" = *

33

A. value
B. one RV
C. two RVs
D. doesn’t make sense

*

A

D  (maybe interpret as E[vector of R.V.s]? But that’s beyond scope)

A

B

A

D

A  (function of x)
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Analyzing recursive code

34

def recurse():
# equally likely values 1,2,3
x = np.random.choice([1,2,3])
if (x == 1): return 3
elif (x == 2): return (5 + recurse())
else: return (7 + recurse())

Let ! = return value of recurse().
What is # ! ?

# $ = # # $|! =&
'
# $|! = ( ) ! = (
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Analyzing recursive code

35

def recurse():
# equally likely values 1,2,3
x = np.random.choice([1,2,3])
if (x == 1): return 3
elif (x == 2): return (5 + recurse())
else: return (7 + recurse())

Let ! = return value of recurse().
What is # ! ?

# $ = # # $|! =&
'
# $|! = ( ) ! = (

When $ = 1, return 3.
# !|$ = 1 = 3

# ! = # !|$ = 1 ) $ = 1 + # !|$ = 2 ) $ = 2 + # !|$ = 3 ) $ = 3
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!
36

Analyzing recursive code

def recurse():
# equally likely values 1,2,3
x = np.random.choice([1,2,3])
if (x == 1): return 3
elif (x == 2): return (5 + recurse())
else: return (7 + recurse())

Let ! = return value of recurse().
What is # ! ?

# $ = # # $|! =&
'
# $|! = ( ) ! = (

If ! discrete

What is # !|$ = 2 ?
A. # 5 + !
B. # ! + 5 = 5 + # !
C. 5 + # !|$ = 2

# !|$ = 1 = 3

# ! = # !|$ = 1 ) $ = 1 + # !|$ = 2 ) $ = 2 + # !|$ = 3 ) $ = 3

(by yourself)
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Analyzing recursive code

37

def recurse():
# equally likely values 1,2,3
x = np.random.choice([1,2,3])
if (x == 1): return 3
elif (x == 2): return (5 + recurse())
else: return (7 + recurse())

Let ! = return value of recurse().
What is # ! ?

# $ = # # $|! =&
'
# $|! = ( ) ! = (

If ! discrete

When $ = 2, return 5 +
a future return value of recurse().

What is # !|$ = 2 ?
A. # 5 + !
B. # ! + 5 = 5 + # !
C. 5 + # !|$ = 2

# !|$ = 1 = 3

# ! = # !|$ = 1 ) $ = 1 + # !|$ = 2 ) $ = 2 + # !|$ = 3 ) $ = 3
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Analyzing recursive code
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def recurse():
# equally likely values 1,2,3
x = np.random.choice([1,2,3])
if (x == 1): return 3
elif (x == 2): return (5 + recurse())
else: return (7 + recurse())

Let ! = return value of recurse().
What is # ! ?

# $ = # # $|! =&
'
# $|! = ( ) ! = (

If ! discrete

# !|$ = 1 = 3 # !|$ = 2 = # 5 + ! When $ = 3, return 
7 + a future return value 
of recurse().

# !|$ = 3 = # 7 + !

# ! = # !|$ = 1 ) $ = 1 + # !|$ = 2 ) $ = 2 + # !|$ = 3 ) $ = 3
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Analyzing recursive code

39

def recurse():
# equally likely values 1,2,3
x = np.random.choice([1,2,3])
if (x == 1): return 3
elif (x == 2): return (5 + recurse())
else: return (7 + recurse())

Let ! = return value of recurse().
What is # ! ?

# $ = # # $|! =&
'
# $|! = ( ) ! = (

If ! discrete

# ! = # !|$ = 1 ) $ = 1 + # !|$ = 2 ) $ = 2 + # !|$ = 3 ) $ = 3

# ! = 3 1/3 + 5 + # ! 1/3 + 7 + # ! 1/3

# ! = 1/3 15 + 2# ! = 5 + 2/3 # !
# ! = 15

# !|$ = 1 = 3 # !|$ = 2 = # 5 + ! # !|$ = 3 = # 7 + !


