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Our project focuses on visualizing etymological relationships between words. To this effect, the most
relevant work is Etymological Wordnet: Tracing the History of Words, by De Melo, G. This work
provides an extensive dataset to see the connections between words, across languages. Although they

have a very rudimentary tool to view the results, they have not yet worked toward visualizing the dataset.

As for the world of visual communication of language data, there has been extensive work in showing
wordnet structures within the english language, for relations such as synonyms, antonyms, usage,
meanings etc. However, we have not found a satisfactory visualization for the etymology of words. Some
examples for these works are mentioned under visual dictionary interfaces in the reference section. One
common theme that we noticed in these works, is that trees were used most extensively. The
visualizations are clear to understand and well represented, when the number of nodes was small. In the
case of Visualizing wordnet structure, Jaap Kamps, as the number of nodes grew large, the graph turned
cluttered.

Abrate et al., in WordNet Atlas: a web application for visualizing WordNet as a zoomable map, address
the layout of nodes for better perception. They draw the wordnet out as a spatially arranged radial graph,
with nodes arranged in concentric circles. This made large data sets more manageable and easier to
navigate. One drawback, however, was that all the spatial location data had to be pre-calculated without
real-time updates.

We intend to work on visualizing the etymology in a cleaner and well-formatted manner. Also, we intend
to provide the users a level of control over the visualization that allows them to manipulate the view to
understand the data better.
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