How far is 180 miles, personally?
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Problem when reading reports

Unfamiliar numbers are ditficult to interpret
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he search

The Fayptian military said it spotted the debris from the plane about 290 kilometers
(180 miles) north of Alexandria, Egypt.

Greece, France,; the United States and other nations were searching about 130

nautical miles southecast of the Greek island of Karpathos, Greek aviation officials
said.

Challenges

* Finding a helpful analogy to contextualize is difficult
pecause ‘common’” knowledge is relative

* Requiring users to go to another site to contextualize
these numbers induces a big usage barrier

* (Collect and leverage personal information to
contextualize numbers

* Lower the usage barrier with inline annotations and
tooltips in a browser

Approach to generate spatial analogies

1. Find distance mentions (by regex) in Nnews
articles

2. Use tooltips to show a Google map and an
explanation

3. Draw a radius from where you are

4. Find well-known landmarks that you have visited
(based on Facebook data)

5. Use scaling to expand landmark candidates

Deliverable

A Chrome browser extension

Pinfo Personalized Infoviz Annotation  0.0.1 « Enabled

Viz This extension annotates various gquantities with

personalized explanations.

featuring three methods to gather
personal information...

or manually input data

or choose from templates

Personalized Infoviz Annotation

You can manually add personal info here and adjust your settings.

Your profile I

! « Location: Stanford, CA = Stanford, CA 2 )
o Places visited: Yosemite, UC Berkeley, Yelp, Harvey Mudd Collge,

i Thai Town LA, ... i

o Profession: Poker player

Results

|1 www.cnn.com/2016/05/22/middleeast/egyptair-flight-804-main/ i,’l? —

(worv <] =

The search

The Egyptian military said it spotted the debris from the plane about 290 kilometers
(180 miles [about the distance from Stanford to Yosemite] ) north of Alexandria,
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About the distance from Stanford to Yosemite.

Interested?
Sign up for alpha/beta testing: send me an email!

In the 180 miles example, why does the
Yosemite annotation work well for me?

| have been to Yosemite, so | can make sense of
the distance from Stanford to Yosemite

* | do not have to go to another site to get
annotations

e |fthere were no well-known remarks at that

distance, | could still see a circle with a 180 miles
radius around me

e User testing

 More ways to leverage personal info

* More domains

* [aking context surrounding numbers into account

e (Contextualize by comparing with population
statistics
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Extremely Tall.
99.846 Percentile (average 5’ 9.3”, standard deviation 2.94")
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