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Why tag clouds?

e Stereotyped as pretty terrible

o “Pie charts of language visualization”
o  “Mullets of the internet”

e We believe there are some cases when they’re appropriate
e Would like to measure that more concretely



Initial Question

e Function vs. content
e Perception of word-length vs. font size
e Unigrams vs. N-grams



Current Question

e Comparing tag clouds to ordered words lists

e Trend identification
e Recall



Prior Work

e Tag clouds are good for social and dynamic information
(Hearst)

o Yay internet, nay social scientists

e Tag clouds are good in practice, not in theory (Viégas)
e Comparing selection time on tag clouds versus lists (Halvey)

e Font size and placement manipulation in tag clouds
(Rivadeneira)



Methodology

e Surveys
e MTurk
e Initial results



13to 18 a.gem
schedule
eng"sh classes
hahah |Q history g, honers
awsome , spani anish ap (_
chemistry ' Dhestesi

1 prom bestfriend lovee |- hacked
p jou bieer , DOYfriend (

ng |
math M_tell_you
semarovessa)"d 3(. physios

el homeworkenghsh
hoolxtomor:

noighomecoming
"!.f'?)t'ﬂ'lsg;%gle Shored irate
b
R 19 to 22
hang kindar=s= .
- ont . join
boring SChOOl Tt E

hgggg regered Wanna bady e exém class
college
taking %|assse's“§ss‘er h|t g0t h"mehltches le

ummer roommate
hi
haha a;'ar%p'“'“es 2ISt professnr

fuckedfuc:;mgstud camPUSfmI
e lying sormin_the_library

fucked damn bt 1[s Rsem ster

shit.... f"~‘*'5classesfuckm Sim s pangover
ucklngass interview oiciterm lab dr d K
exam

23 to 29 e ;,Tl;'““:km'“k'" ’ ' e hungover

ya"i:adoegntum xai“s drunken SO

s Siany
schos
= ) ‘ ’ APErs progets
position  interview V°'""mr N B e b omgvarkwee
et S had_a basethanklul OGS, fmen
experience; (£ letme know excited_about care of

o ce buiness JOB 5 rmk wishesy@W _jobcompany
v company oylngthr T g apartment

S t 0

day.to. E"m.w* lacé 4]

msbandto_work tomorrow blessed, winear:

Ine
dingdays_off iaundry
Sfﬁc eermuch needed my_babies
hubbyafter_work ~ rootdr
errar\dsdrl ks vacation -y dnnkmg ginger 30 to 65
rossed celebrate celebrating cans ale b er
job paying == m dm bby Idpong“”’ arinkin
\ick
sonegﬁ,‘.ﬂsz we lhankfullb'éssed women livas Vs
»mothei Cn

|_hold_your families
family_and frlends

= them a_wonde
prayersf_fi ends my_| kids®
"'es""sto all_mymy--§0N "
hildren
yuur hand, formakes _your_life daughters
; :T."sﬁnf'"”"
b prayers ui. senmgs lifetime repost
ghg;amwm'is e prayer d,ly) Yo
cnalh ;
P chi dmuturmch“ d

ids pal
G undorsting




[ ] ® '«:{ Online Survey Software | C

Sarah |
C' | & nttps://stanforduniversity.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0dfbtI8FJFUMAV 20O & -~ L1 =
E=' Apps E CS155 vids E read eventually

(] other Beokmarks

89—A E Home | Possum s Membership Benefil [El VIM Editor Comman

The image below shows collections of words taken from many Facebook posts. Please
examine the information shown in the image and think about the type of users who might

generate posts using these types of words. You will be asked several questions about these
images in a few moments.
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What is the average gender of the people who wrote these posts?

O Male
O Female
O Other

What is the average age of the people who wrote these posts?

O 13-18 years old
O 19-22 years old
O 23-29 years old
O 30-65 years old

What themes or values appear most important to the people who wrote these posts? (Please
separate different words or phrases with commas).

** Note: In order to receive payment, your response should be similar other respondent's
responses by at least 75%.




Questions

e Are there any other tasks we should focus on?
e Overall thoughts on our current survey design?
e What are your applications for word clouds?



Thanks!
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