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Why tag clouds?
● Stereotyped as pretty terrible

○ “Pie charts of language visualization”

○ “Mullets of the internet”

● We believe there are some cases when they’re appropriate

● Would like to measure that more concretely



Initial Question
● Function vs. content

● Perception of word-length vs. font size

● Unigrams vs. N-grams



Current Question
● Comparing tag clouds to ordered words lists

● Trend identification

● Recall



Prior Work
● Tag clouds are good for social and dynamic information 

(Hearst)

○ Yay internet, nay social scientists

● Tag clouds are good in practice, not in theory (Viégas)

● Comparing selection time on tag clouds versus lists (Halvey)

● Font size and placement manipulation in tag clouds 

(Rivadeneira)



Methodology
● Surveys

● MTurk

● Initial results









Questions
● Are there any other tasks we should focus on?

● Overall thoughts on our current survey design?

● What are your applications for word clouds?



Thanks!
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