Week 1 Deliverable

Magdalena Claro

a. Technology Biography: What I’ve learned about technology

I learned about technologies through my dad. He is a physicist and has a special liking for machines and understanding how things work. I always saw him fixing broken machines at home, he always took us to science and technology museums, and although he never bought the latest generation in technologies, every new technology available would appear at some point at home. But he always made a distinction between domestic technologies and information technologies, where the latest were clearly more valuable for him. He would always criticize or be suspicious about how healthy it would be to eat food heated in a microwave or if it was worth having a dryer machine if you could always dry clothes in the garden. But when it came to books, radios or computers (with TV’s he had more conflicts), there were never any questions: there would always be one at home without any discussion. The problem was that he always believed (and still does) that since he understood how things work, he could install by himself every new machine or fix the old ones, with no need for technicians. Besides his bad humor because it usually took him a very long time, the problem was that somehow these technologies ended up working in a way that only my dad understood. There were always more switches than usual and never in the normal place, so you always needed special lessons from him to learn how to use technologies at home. The other problem was that when they broke you had to wait a long time before they started to work again and therefore had to figure out a different way of getting things done.

So through this experience I learned that technologies have two faces: they can simplify and improve the quality of your life at home and at work but they can also complicate it. Therefore, I have the philosophy to learn how to use technologies when I feel the need and believe they will help me do things more efficiently and in a better way, but don’t spend time trying to learn how to use them just for the sake of it. So sometimes it takes me a little longer than for other people to learn how to use them, but afterwards I feel very comfortable with them and can’t believe how I lived with out them before. In short, I think technology is great when it helps to meet your goals, but I’m not interested in learning  technology for the technology. 

a. Inventory: Technology available to me.

Domestic technologies

Telephone

Radio

Television

Computer

Internet

