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a) Technology biography:  What I have learned about technology.

Over the past five years as a high school math teacher, I actually feel as if I have been left out of the technology loop.  As I was leaving my undergraduate experience and entering the teaching profession, the world of email, the internet, and companies based around these foraging advances were beginning to boom.   Up to that point, my experience with technology was learning word processing programs well, taking an introductory course in C programming, and using graphing calculators for classes I TA’ed.  With the new advances in information technology, I was intrigued as to what the future of this technology offered me as a new teacher.  However, as I began my career at a public high school, not only was my time consumed with meeting the challenges of being a first year, dedicated teacher, but I also realized that the high school I was at lacked resources to current advances in technology. For example, where there was access to computer technology (in two labs for a high school of 2500+), not enough assistance was provided for my classes to successfully accomplish anything in the allotted amount of time, nor did I receive enough training to feel comfortable with different applications I wanted to try.  Very few teachers had computers in their classrooms, and it was not until last spring that some of the buildings were being wired for the internet.   I must admit that I felt “out of it.”  When my friends, whose careers were in business, science, etc., started talking about new technologies, I realized how little I knew.  As a public school teacher, I felt quite embarrassed.  And with the lack of time and resources at my school, not much was going to change other than me squeezing in time to learn on my own about what technologies are out there.  That is one reason why I took this class.  Currently, the school where I was teaching is going through the process of becoming a “digital high school.”  I’m not even quite sure what this means as far as students’ learning goes.  But, I am dedicated to learn more about the use of information technology in the classroom so that when I return to my former school, I will be one of the few who can inform/mentor the others as to what exactly is going on with technology and how becoming a digital high school will, in the end, promote students’ learning.  
b) Inventory: Technology available to me.

The technology that I have available to me currently at home are my IMAC, a scanner (that I just got and do not know how to use quite yet), and a CD burner.  Of course, I also am fortunate that I am here at Stanford and can take advantage of the technological resources the school has for me as well. 

