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Debates within NATO Concerning Tactical Nuclear Weapons

Definition


--For this project “tactical nuclear weapons” will be defined as the short-range weapons intended for use on the battlefield or rear-echelon military targets; longer-range theater nuclear forces (i.e. Pershing II) will not be covered


--Examples of tactical nuclear forces include short-range missiles (i.e. Lance), nuclear artillery, “atomic demolition munitions” (i.e. mines), and gravity bombs to be dropped by limited-range fighter-bomber aircraft.

Brief Background


--In the 1950s, American policy under Eisenhower was to respond to any direct Soviet aggression in Europe with “massive retaliation,” presumably meaning strategic nuclear bombing


--US Army divisions are equipped with nuclear capabilities.  In 1955 NATO holds the Carte Blanche war-game, simulating a NATO-Warsaw Pact war in Germany, the Low Countries, and France; the result of the game predicted that in a war, approximately 355 nuclear weapons would be detonated in Europe and 5.2 million civilians would be promptly killed.

Debate in the 1950s-‘60s: Is a NATO policy in which tactical nuclear weapons are used to offset Warsaw Pact conventional superiority effective?


--Pro: once development is complete, less overhead to maintain nuclear forces than a large conventional force; war-fighting deterrence=Warsaw Pact knows that NATO has a credible deterrent at each level of violence (limited and full-scale war)


--Cons: political constraints among the allies; issues of authorization/control; “slippery slope” to full-scale strategic nuclear exchange; cost of maintaining nuclear infrastructure in Europe reduces resources for conventional forces; a nuclear battlefield would require more troops rather than fewer because of the massive casualties that would be inflicted


--In the early 1960s, the US moved away from “massive retaliation” to “flexible response;” the ability to respond in kind to any type of Soviet attack necessitates more military developments


--Period of détente apparently ends during President Carter’s administration

Debates of the ‘70s and ‘80s

Enhanced Radiation Warheads/ “Neutron bomb”: the enhanced radiation weapons were originally planned for tactical use: kill massed Soviet forces without excessive blast damage

--Morality?

--Effectiveness

INF modernization

--Chancellor Schmidt accuses US of neglecting European security

--necessary?

Employment/”Winnable War”(p. 80-1)

--does this constitute an “endorsement” of limited nuclear war?

--could a war be limited to Europe?

