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+ yf velopment, while it can list certain formidable achievements, has

| been precariously spotty and uneven. Russian Communists who
speak of the “uneven development of capitalism” should blush
at the contemplation of their own national economy. Here certain
branches of economic life, such as the metallurgical and machine
industries, have been pushed out of all proportion to other sectors
of economy. Here is a nation strivi g to become in a short period
one of the great industrial natians of the world while it still has

st )

'no_highway network worthy of the name and only a relatively

e

imitive network-of railways. . has been done to increase

efficiency of labor and to teach primitive peasants something
about the operation of machines. But maintenance is still a crying
deficiency of all Soviet economy. Construction-is-hasty-and poor
_in quality. Depreciation must be e ous. And in vast sectors
- of economic life it has not yet been possible to instill into labor
- anything like that general culture of production and technical
: f-frespect‘which characterizes the skilled worker of the west. -
It is difficult to see how these deficiencies can b ‘
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" amorphous mass of human’ femgs among whoih no independent

organizational structure is tolerated. In Russia there is not even
such a thing as local government. The present generatloni of ‘
Russians have never known spontaneity of collective action. If,
consequently, anything cur to distupt-the unity
and efficacy. f the Par instrument, Soviet Russia
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e Socialist and capitalist worlds, but rather a cautious, per- |
- pressure toward the disruption and we; ning of all rival /¥
nce and rival power. o . '
lanced against this are the facts that Russia,
western world in general, is still by far the weak
t policy is highly flexible, and that Soviet societ:
in deficiencies which will eventually weaken its
tial. This would of itself warrant the United States entering |
reasonable confidence upon a policy of firm containn nty |
gned to confront the Russians with unalterable counter.force
very point where they show signs of encroaching upon th
ests of a peaceful and stable world. . L
3ut in actuality the possibilities for American policy are by no

ans limited to holding the line and hoping for the best. It

irely possible for the United States to influence by its actions
- internal developments, both within Russia and throughout v
international Communist movement, by which Russian policy

question of the modest
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the same token, exhibitions of indecision, disunity and in-

isintegration within this country have an exhilarating
. the whole Communist movement. At each evidence of
endencies, a thrill of hope and excitement goes through
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the Communist world; a new j: can be noted in the
Moscow tread; new groups of foreign supporters climb on to what
they can only view as the band wagon of international politics;
and Russian pressure increases all along the line in international
affairs. | o : ‘

It would be an exaggeration to say that American behavior
unassisted and alone could exercise a power of life and death over
the Communist movement and bring about the early fall of Soviet
power in Russia. But the 1 has it in its power to in-
crease enormously the strains ich Soviet - I
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