Response Questions

Week6

November 5, 6, and 7

What are collective action problems and collective action costs?  What role does collective action play in determining trade policy coalitions?

What are the respective merits and shortcomings of the Stolper-Samuelson and the Ricardo-Viner models of trade policy coalitions? 
According to the readings, what are some of the pros and cons of globalization as it pertains to trade?  Specifically, what are some of the arguments and evidence put forth by opponents of globalization?  

Should multinational corporations refrain from hiring low-wage labor in Third World countries?  Why or why not?

How might the RTAA help explain US tariff reduction after 1934?  What are some alternative explanations to US trade liberalization?  

What is the relevance of social justice for international trade? Is the behavior of state leaders in any way affected or constrained by their conception of social justice? And should it? Discuss (some of) these questions on the basis of Kapstein's article assigned for this week.

How are the utilitarian and the Rawlsian international trade theories different from each other? Which one makes more sense? Discuss.
Should developed and developing countries be judged according to different standards when it comes to questions of international trade policy? Why or why not? For instance: are developing countries more justified than developed countries to protect at least some parts of their economy? Or to have more lax labor standards than developed countries? 
Bailey et al. and Hiscox give divergent accounts of trade liberalization in the U.S. Compare and evaluate the two explanations. 

