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THE PRECE$SION 
OF SIMULACRA 

The simulacrum IS never  what hldes the truth-It IS truth 
that hides the fact that there IS none 

The snnulacrum IS true 
-Ecclesiastes 

I f once  we were able to vlew the Borges fable m  which  the 
cartographers of the Emplre  draw up a  map so detalled  that 
~t ends  up coverlng  the  terrltory exactly (the  declme of the 

Emplre witnesses the fraylng of thls  map,  llttle by httle,  and Its 
fall Into  rums,  though  some  shreds are  stdl  dlscernlble  m  the 
deserts-the metaphyslcal  beauty of thls  rulned  abstractlon tes- 
tifying to a  prlde  equal  to  the  Emplre  and  rottmg  llke a carcass, 
returnlng to the  substance of the  sod, a bit  as  the double  ends by 
belng  confused  wlth  the real through aging)-as the  most beautl- 
ful allegory of slmulatlon, thu fable has  now come full a i d e  for 
us,  and possesses nothlng  but the  discrete  charm of second-order 
slmulacra 1 

Today abstractlon 1s no longer  that of the  map,  the  double,  the 
mlrror, or the  concept  Slmulatlon 1s no longer  that of a  tenltory, 
a referentlal bemg,  or a substance I t  1s the  generatlon by models 
of a real wlthout  ollgm  or reallty a hyperreal  The  terrltory no 
longer  precedes  the  map,  nor  does I t  survlve It  It 1s nevertheless 
the map  that precedes  the territory-precessm of smchcra- 
that  engenders  the  terntory,  and if one  must  return to the fable, 
today It IS the  telrltory  whose  shreds slowly rot  across  the  extent 
of the  map  It 1s the  real,  and not  the  map, whose vestiges perslst 
here  and there In the  deserts  that  are no longer  those of the Em- 
plre, but  ours The desett of h e  teal itself 

In fact, even Inverted, Borges’s fable 1s unusable  Only  the alle- 
gory of the  Emplre,  peihaps,  remalns Because It IS wlth  thls same 
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Sttnulacra and Stmulatlon 

lmperlallsm that present-day simulators  attempt to make  the 
real, all of the real, colnclde  wlth thew models of slmulatlon But 
i t  IS no longer a questlon of either  maps or terrltorles  Somethmg 
has disappeared the sovereign difference, between one and  the 
other,  that  constituted  the  charm of abstractlon Because It IS 

difference that  constitutes  the  poetry  of  the  map  and  the  charm of 
the territory, the maglc of the  concept and  the  charm of the real 
Thls Imaginary of representation,  whlch  slmultaneously  culmi- 
nates m  and IS engulfed by the cartographer’s mad project of the 
Ideal coextenslvlty of map  and territory, disappears  m  the  slmula- 
tlon whose  operatlon IS nuclear  and  genetlc, no longer at all spec- 
ular or  dlscurslve It 1s all of metaphyslcs that IS lost No more 
mlrror of belng and appearances, of the real and Its concept No 
more lmagmary coextenslvlty it IS genetlc mlnlaturmtlon that 1s 
the dlmenslon of slmulatlon  The real IS produced from mlm- 
aturlzed cells, matnces,  and  memory  banks,  models of control- 
and It  can be reproduced an lndefinlte number of tlmes from 
these It no longer  needs to  be rational,  because It no longer  mea- 
sures itself against elther an ideal or negative Instance It IS no 
longer anything but operatlonal In fact, It  IS no longer really the 
real, because no lmaglnary envelops 11 anymore It IS a  hyperreal, 
produced from a  radlatlng  synthesis of combmatory  models In a 
hyperspace wlthout  atmosphere 

By crossing into a space whose curvature IS no longer that of 
the real, nor  that of truth, the era of slmulatlon 1s Inaugurated by 
a llquldatlon of all referent&-worse wlth  thelr artificial resur- 
rection In the  systems of slgns,  a material more malleable than 
meaning, in that i t  lends Itself  to all systems of equlvalences, to all 
binary oppositions, to all combmatory algebra I t  IS no longer a 
question of Imltatlon,  nor  duphcatlon, nor even parody I t  1s a 
questlon of substltutmg  the  slgns of the real for the  real, that 1s to 
say of an opcratlon of deterrmg every real process v1a its opcra- 
tlonal double, a programmatlc,  metastable, perfectly descllptlve 
machine that offers all the slgns of the real and  short-circuits all 
its wc1ssltudes Never again will the real have the  chance to pro- 
duce itself-such IS the v m l  functlon of the  model  m a system of 
death, 01 rather of antlclpated  resurrection,  that no longel even 
glves the event of death a chance A hyperreal  henceforth  shel- 
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tered from the Imaglnary, and  from any dlstlnctlon between the 
real and  the Imaginary, leaving room  only for the orbital  recur- 
rence of  models and for the  simulated  generatlon of dlfferences 

T H E   D ~ V ~ N E  I R R E F E R E N C E  OF I M A G E S  
To dlsslmulate 1s to pretend  not to have what one  has To slmulate 
1s to felgn to have what  one doesn’t have One  implies  a  presence, 
the  other  an absence But It IS more  compllcated  than  that  be- 
cause slmulatlng IS not  pretending “Whoever fakes an illness can 
slmply  stay  m  bed and make everyone believe he IS 111 Whoever 
slmulates an lllness  produces In hlmself some of the symptoms” 
(Llttre) Therefore,  pretendmg, or dlsslmulatmg, leaves the pnn- 
ciple of reallty Intact  the difference IS always clear, it 1s slmply 
masked,  whereas  slmulatlon  threatens  the dlfference between the 

“true”  and  the “false,” the  “real” and the  “imagmary” Is the  slmula- 
tor sick or  not, glven  that he produces  “true”  symptoms? Ob~ec- 
tlvely one  cannot treat him  as belng  elther 111 or  not 111 Psychol- 
ogy and  medlclne stop  at thls  polnt, forestalled by the Illness’s 
henceforth  undlscoverable truth For If any  symptom  can  be 

“produced,”  and  can no longer be taken  as  a fact of nature,  then 
every illness  can be consldered  as  slmulatable and  slmulated,  and 
medicine loses Its meanmg  since It only knows  how to treat “real” 
lllnesses accordlng to  thew ob~ectlve causes  Psychosomatlcs 
evolves In a  dublous  manner  at  the  borders of the  prlnclple of 
lllness As to psychoanalysls, It transfers the  symptom of the 
organlc  order to the unconscious order  the  latter IS new and 
taken for “real” more real thdn the other-but why  would  slmula- 
tlon be at the gates of the unconscious? Why  couldn’t  the  “work” 
of the unconscious be  “produced” In the  same way as any  old 
symptom of classical medlcme?  Dteams already are 

Certamly, the  psychlatnst  purports  that “fol every form of 
mental  allenatloll  there 1s a  particular  order In the  successlon of 
symptoms of whlch  the  slmulator IS Ignorant and  in the  absence 
of whlch  the  psychlatrlst  would  not be deceived ” Thls (whlch 
dates from 1865) in order to safeguard the  princlple of a truth  at 
all  costs and to escape the  lnterrogatlon posed by slmulatlon- 
the  knowledge  that  truth, reference, ob~ectlve cause have ceased 
to exlst Now, what  can medlclne  do  wlth what floats on elther 
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slde of Illness, on elther slde of health,  wlth  the  dupllcatlon of 
lllness in a  dlscourse  that IS no  longer  elther  true or false? What 
can psychoanalysls do  wlth  the  dupllcatlon of the  dlscourse of 
the unconscious In the  dlscourse of slmulatlon  that can never 
agaln be unmasked,  slnce It 1s not false either72 

What  can  the  army  do  about  simulators? Traditionally it un- 
masks them  and  punlshes  them,  accordlng to a clear princlple of 
Identification Today It  can dlscharge a very good simulator as 
exactly equivalent to a “real” homosexual,  a  heart  patlent,  or  a 
madman Even mllltary psychology draws  back from Cartesian 
certalntles  and  hesitates to make  the  dlstlnctlon  between  true  and 
false, between  the “produced and  the authentic symptom “If he 
IS thls good at actlng crazy, it’s because he IS ” Nor 1s mdltary 
psychology mlstaken in thls regard m thls sense, all crazy people 
slmulate,  and  thls lack of dlstmctlon IS the  worst  kmd of subver- 
slon It IS agamst  thls lack of dlstlnctlon  that classlcal reason 
armed Itself  In all Its categories But It  IS what  today agaln out- 
flanks them,  submerglng  the  prlnclple of truth 

Beyond medmne and  the army, favored terrams of slmulatlon, 
the questlon  returns to rellglon and  the  simulacrum of dlvmlty. “I 
forbade that  there  be any smulacra m  the  temples because the 
dlvmty that  anlmates  nature  can never be  represented ” Indeed it 
can be But what becomes of the  dlvlnlty when It leveals Itself m 
Icons, when I t  1s multlplled In simulacra? Does It  remam  the su- 
preme power  that IS slmply Incarnated In Images as  a vlslble the- 
ology? Or does I t  volatlllze Itself  In the  slmulacra  that,  alone, 
deploy their  power  and  pomp of fasclnatlon-the vlslble ma- 
chmery of Icons substltuted for the  pure  and lntelllglble  ldea of 
God?  Thls IS preclsely what was feared by Iconoclasts, whose 
mlllennd quarrel IS stdl wlth us today3  Thls 1s precisely because 
they predlcted thls omnlpotence of simulacra,  the faculty s m -  
ulacra have of effacmg God from the conscience of man,  and the 
destructive, annlhdatmg  truth  that  they allow to appear-that 
deep down God never exlsted,  that  only  the s~mulacrum ever 
exlsted, even that  God hlmself was never anything  but hls own 
slmulacrum-from thu came thelr  urge to destloy  the Images If 
they could have belleved that these images only  obfuscated or 
masked the  Platonlc Idea of God,  there  would have been no rea- 
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son to destroy  them One can h e  wlth  the ldea of distorted  truth 
But their  metaphyslcal  despair came from the Idea that  the Image 
dldn’t conceal  anythlng  at  all,  and  that these Images were In  es- 
sence not images, such  as  an orlgmal  model  would have made 
them, but perfect  simulacra, forever radlant with thelr  own fas- 
cination Thus  this  death of the  dwne referential  must be ex- 
orclsed at all costs 

One  can see  that  the  iconoclasts,  whom  one  accuses of disdain- 
ing  and negating images, were those  who  accorded  them  their 
true  value, In contrast to the  Iconolaters  who  only  saw reflectlons 
in them and were  content to venerate  a fillgree God On the  other 
hand,  one can  say  that  the Icon worshlpers were the  most  modern 
mmds,  the  most  adventurous, because,  m the gulse of having 
God  become  apparent  m the mlrror of Images, they were already 
enactlng his death  and hls dlsappearance  m the  eplphany of his 
representations  (whlch,  perhaps, they already knew  no longer 
represented  anything,  that they were purely  a  game, but  that I t  

was thereln the great game lay-knowmg also that  it IS danger- 
ous to unmask Images, since they dissimulate the fact that  there IS 

nothmg  behmd  them) 
This was the  approach of the  Jesmts,  who  founded  their  poh- 

tlcs on  the vlrtual  dlsappearance of God and  on the  worldly  and 
spectacular  manlpulatlon of consclences-the evanescence of 
God In the  epiphany of power-the end of transcendence, which 
now  only  serves as an ahb1 for a  strategy  altogether free of mflu- 
ences and slgns Behind the  baroqueness of Images hldes  the eml- 
nence grlse of polltlcs 

Thls way the  stake wlll always have been  the  murderous power 
of Images, murderers of the  real,  murderers of their  own  model, 
as the Byzantme icons  could  be  those of dlvme  ldentlty TO thts 
murderous  power IS opposed  that of representatlons  as  a dlalectl- 
cal power, the vlslble and lntelllglble mediation of the Real  All 
Western falth and good falth became engaged in  this wager on 
representatlon  that  a  slgn  could refer to the  depth of meanlng, 
that  a sign could  be  exchanged for meaning and  that  something 
could  guarantee  thls exchange-God of course But what If God 
hlmself can be simulated,  that IS to say can be  reduced to the  slgns 
that  constitute  falth?  Then  the  whole  system  becomes weightless, 
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I t  IS no longer Itself anythlng but a  glgantlc  simulacrum-not 
unreal, but a  slmulacrum,  that 1s to say never exchanged for the 
real, but  exchanged for Itself, In an  unlnterrupted clrcult  wlthout 
reference or clrcumference 

Such IS slmulatlon, Insofar as It  IS opposed to representatlon 
Representatlon stems from the  prlnctple of the  equlvalence of the 
sign and of the real (even If thls equlvalence IS utoplan, it 1s a 
fundamental  axlom)  Slmulatlon, on the  contrary,  stems  from  the 
utopla of the  prlnclple of equlvalence,frorn the tadlcal negatlon of 
the slgrl as value, from  the slgn as  the  reverslon and  death  sen- 
tence of every reference Whereas  representatlon  attempts to ab- 
sorb  slmulatlon by lnterpretlng It  as  a false representatlon,  slmu- 
lation envelops the  whole edlfice of representatlon Itself as  a 
slmulacrum 

Such would  be  the successive phases of the Image 

It  IS the reflectlon of a  profound reallty, 
I t  masks and  denatures  a  profound  leahty, 
I t  masks the absence of a profound reallty, 
It  has no  relatlon to any reallty whatsoever It 1s Its own  pure 

slmulacrum 

In the first case, the image 1s a good appearance-representa- 
tlon IS of the  sacramental order In the  second, I t  IS an evil 
appearance-It IS of the order of maleficence In the thlrd, I t  plays 
at  belng an appearance-lt IS of the  order of sorcery In the 
fourth, I t  IS no longer of the  order of appearances, but of slmula- 

The transltlon from slgns  that  dlsslmulate somethmg to slgns 
that dlsslmulate  that there IS nothlng  marks  a declslve turnlng 
pomt The first reflects a theology of truth  and secrecy (to  nhlch 
the notlon of ideology stlll belongs) The  second  lnaugurates  the 
era of slmulacra and of slmulatlon, In whlch  there 1s no longer a 
God to recognlze his own, no  longer  a Last Judgment to separate 
the false from Lhe true,  the real from Its artlficlal resurrectlon,  as 
evcrythlng IS already dead  and  resurrected  in  advance 

When  the real 1s no longer  what It  was, nostalgia assumes Its 
full  meanlng  There 1s a  plethora of myths ofor1gln and of slgns of 
reallty-a plethora of truth, of secondary obJectlvlty, and  authen- 
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tlclty Escalatlon of  the  true, of lived expenence,  resurrectlon of 
the figuratlve where  the  object  and  substance have disappeared 
Panlc-stncken  productlon of the real and of the referentlal,  paral- 
lel to and greater  than  the  panlc of materlal productlon thls IS 
how  slmulatlon appears In the  phase  that  concerns us-a strat- 
egy of  the real, of the neoreal and  the  hyperreal  that  everywhere IS 

the  double of a  strategy of deterrence 

RAMSES, O R  THE ROSY-COLORED R E S U R R E C T I O N  
Ethnology  brushed up agalnst Its paradoxlcal death  in 1971, the 
day  when  the  Phlllpplne  government  declded to return the few 
dozen Tasaday who  had  Just been dlscovered m  the  depths of the 
Jungle, where they had  hved for elght  centurles  wlthout  any  con- 
tact wlth  the rest of the speaes, to thelr  prlmltive  state, out of the 
reach  of  colonlzers, tounsts,  and ethnologlsts Thls  at  the sugges- 
tlon of the  anthropologlsts themselves, who  were  seeing  the In- 
dlgenous  people  dlslntegrate  lmmedlately  upon  contact,  llke 
mummies  m  the  open air 

In  order for ethnology to h e ,  Its object must  dle, by dylng, the 
object takes Its revenge for belng "dlscovered  and wlth Its death 
defies the  sclence  that  wants to grasp I t  

Doesn't all sclence h e  on thls paradoxlcal slope to whlch I t  IS 

doomed by the  evancsrrncc o f  o h l c c  I I I I  115 V C Y V  ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ [ ~ l l ~ ~ ~ l ~ i ( ~ ~ l ,  

Orpheus, It  always turns  around too soon, and, llke Eurydlce, its 
object falls back  Into Hades 

I t  IS agalnst thls hell of the  paradox  that  the  ethnologlsts 
wlshed to protect themselves by cordoning off the Tasaday wlth 

and l,)r LhC plLllc4s Icvcls:ll tll'lt I l lC   1 lC' I l l  OI)Jl'l I C \ l * l l S  011  i 1 7  IJId 

vlrgln forest No one can touch thrill ,\n\'l11oic $15 111 111111c' I l l ( *  

\'ell1 I $  clo$C(l d(> \ \* l l  S~*lCIlCC ILrsCs pll'l I t ~ 1 1 5  1: lplIrl l  I l l 1  It' ,  1,111 IItC 
object will be sale, lost to sclcnce, but  llltaC~ I l l  I tS "Vllglll1ty" I !  15 

not a  questlon of sacrlfice (science nevel sacrlfices  Itself, I t  1s 
always murderous),  but of the  simulated sacrifice of Its ob~ect 111 

order to save Its reallty prlnciple  The Tasaday, frozen  m their 
natural  element, wlll provlde  a  perfect allbl, an eternal  guarantee 
Here beglns an antlethnology  that wdl never end  and to which 
Jaulln, Castaneda, Clastres are varlous  wltnesses  In  any case, the 
Ioglcal evolution of a  sclence 1s to dlstance Itself lncleaslngly 
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from  Its object,  untll It  dlspenses  wlth It entlrely Its autonomy 1s 
only rendered even more fantastlc-It attalns Its pure form 

The Indlan  thus  returned to the  ghetto,  m  the glass coffin of the 
vlrgln forest, agaln becomes  the  model of slmulatlon of all the 
posslble Indlans ftom befote ethnology Thls  model thus grants I 

Itself the luxury to Incarnate Itself beyond Itself  In the  “brute” 
reallty of these Indlans I t  has entlrely remvented-Savages who 
are Indebted to ethnology for stdl belng Savages what  a  turn of 
events, what a trlumph for thls sclence  that  seemed  dedlcated to 
thelr destructlonl 

sterdlzed,  protected to death, they have become  referentlal  slm- 
ulacra, and  sclence Itself has become pure  slmulatlon  The same 
holds true at  Cruesot,  at the level of the  “open”  museum  where 
one tnuseumlfied In sltu, as “hlstoncal”  wltnesses of thelr penod, 
entlre workmg-class nelghborhoods,  hvmg  metallurglc  zones, an 
entlre culture,  men,  women,  and  chlldren mcluded-gestures, 

# 

1 

Of course,  these savages are  posthumous  frozen,  cryogenlzed, 1 

languages, customs fosslllzed allve as In a  snapshot  The mu- 
seum, Instead of belng clrcumscrlbed as a  geometrlc sue, IS every- 
where now, llke a dlmenslon of llfe Thus ethnology, rather  than 
arcumscnblng Itself as  an  ob~ectlve  sclence, wlll today, hberated 
from Its ob~ect. be applled to all llvlng thmgs  and  make Itself 
~nv~s~b le ,  ltke an  omnlpresent  fourth  dlmenslon,  that of the slm- 
ulacrum We ate all Tasndays, Indlans who have agaln become 
what they were-slmulacral Indlans  who  at  last proclalm the 
unlversal truth of ethnology 

We have all become llvlng speclmens  m  the  spectral  llght of 
ethnology, or of antlethnology,  whlch IS nothlng  but the  pure 
form of trlulnphal ethnology, under  the  slgn of dead dxfferences, 
and of the resurrectlon of dlfferences I t  1s thus very nave to look 
for ethnology in  the Savages or m some Thud World-It IS here, \ 

everywhere, In the  metropollses,  m  the White communlty, In a 
world conlpletely cataloged and analyzed,  then a1 t$ctally resur- 
rcetcd tcndct the nurpces ofthe real, In a world  ofslmulatlon, of the 
halluclnatlon of truth, of the blackmall of the real, of the  murder 
of every symbollc form and of Its hysterical, hlstorlcal retrospec- 
tion-a murder of whlch  the Savages, noblesse  obllge,  were  the 
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first v1ctlms, but  that for a  long  tlme  has  extended  to all Western 
socletles 

But In the  same  breath  ethnology  grants us Its only  and final 
lesson,  the  secret  that  kdls It (and  whlch  the Savages knew  better 
than It did) the  vengeance of the  dead 

The  confinement of the  sclentlfic  object 1s equal to the  confine- 
ment of the mad and  the dead And Just as all of soclety IS Irre- 
medlably  contamlnated by thls  mlrror of madness that I t  has  held 
up to Itself, sclence can’t help  but  dle  contamlnated by the  death 
of  thls  object  that 1s Its Inverse mlrror It IS sclence  that  masters 
the  objects, but It IS the  objects that Invest It wlth  depth, accord- 
mg to an unconscious reverslon,  which  only glves a  dead  and 
circular  response to a  dead and clrcular mterrogatlon 

Nothlng changes  when  soclety breaks the  mlrror of madness 
(abolishes  the  asylums, glves speech back to the  Insane,  etc ) nor 
when science  seems to break the  mlrror of its obJectlvlty (effacmg 
Itself before Its object, as m  Castaneda,  etc ) and to bend down 
before  the  “dlfferences ” The form  produced by confinement IS 

followed by an innumerable,  dlffracted,  slowed-down  mecha- 
nlsm As ethnology collapses m Its classical Instltutlon, I t  sur- 
vwes man antlethnology  whose task I t  1s to reinject the dlfference 
fictlon,  the Savage fictlon everywhere, to conceal  that i t  IS thls 
world,  ours,  whlch has agaln become savage In Its way, that IS to 
say, whlch IS devastated by dlfference and by death 

In  the  same way, wlth  the  pretext of savlng the  onglnal,  one 
forbade  vlsltors to enter  the Lascaux caves, but an exact repllca 
was constlucted five hundred  meters from It, so that  everyone 
could  see  them  (one glances through a peephole at  the  authentic 
cave, and  then  one  vlsm  the reconstltuted  whole) It IS posslble 
that  the  memory of the orlglnal grottoes IS Itself stamped In the 
mlnds of future  generatlons,  but  fiom  now on there 1s no longer 
any dlfference. the  dupllcatlon suffices to render  both artlficlal 

In  the  same way sclence  and technology were recently  mobl- 
llzed to save  the mummy of Ramses 11, after It was left to rot for 
several  dozen years m the depths  of a museum  The West IS selzed 
wlth  panlc at  the  thought of not  belng able to save  what  the  sym- 
bollc  order had  been able to conserve for forty centuries, but  out 
of sight and far from the  llght of day Ramses does  not slgnlfy 
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anythlng for us, only the  mummy IS of an lnestlmable  worth be- 
cause I t  IS what  guarantees that accumulatlon  has  meanlng Our 
enure h e a r  and accumulatlve culture  collapses If we cannot 
stockplle  the past In plaln vlew To thls end  the  pharaohs  must  be 
brought out of thelr  tomb  and  the  mummles out of thelr  sllence 
To thls end they must be exhumed  and glven mllltary  honors 
They are prey to both  sclence  and  worms  Only  absolute secrecy 
assured them  thls mlllennlal power-the mastery  over putrefac- 
tlon that slgnlfied the mastery of the  complete cycle of exchanges 
wlth death We only  know how to place our sclence m servlce of 
repauIng the mummy, that IS to say restorlng  a vlstble order, 
whereas embalmlng  was a mythlcal effort that  strove to Immor- 
tallze a ludden dlmenslon 

We requlre  a vlslble past,  a vlslble contmuum, a vlslble myth of 
ongln,  whlch  reassures us about  our  end Because finally we have 
never belleved In them  Whence  thls  hlstorlc  scene of the recep- 
tlon of the  mummy at the Orly alrport Why? Because Ramses 
was a great despotlc  and mllltary figure? Certalnly But mostly 
because our  culture dreams,  behlnd  thls  defunct  power  that It 

trles to annex, of an  order  that  would have had nothlng to do  wlth 
I t ,  and I t  dreams of I t  because It extermlnated It by exhumlng It as 
Its o\vn past 

We are fasclnated by Ramses as Renalssance Chrlstlans were by 
the Amerlcan Indians, those (human?) belngs who  had never 
known the word of Chrlst  Thus,  at  the  beglnnlng of colonlza- 
tlon, there was a moment of stupor  and bewllderment before the 
very posslbillty of escaping the  unlversal law of the Gospel There 
were  two posslble lesponses  elther  admlt  that  thls Law was not 
unlversal, or extermlnate the Indlans to efface the evldence In 
general,  one  contented oneself wlth  convertlng  them,  or even 
slmply dmovermg them,  whlch  would suffice to slowly extermi- 
nate them 

Thus I t  would have been  enough to exhume Ramses to ensure 
hls extermlnatlon by museumlficatlon Because mummles don’t 
lot from worms they d1e from belng  transplanted from a slow 
order of the  symbollc, master over putrefactlon and  death, to an 
order of hlstory, sclence,  and  museums, our order,  whlch no 
longer masters anythlng,  whlch only knows  how to condemn 
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what  preceded I t  to decay and  death  and  subsequently to try to 
revlve It wlth  sclence  Irreparable vlolence toward all secrets,  the 
violence of a avlllzatlon  wlthout secrets,  hatred of a  whole avlh- 
zatlon for Its own  foundatlon 

And Just as  wlth ethnology, whlch plays at extrlcatlng Itself 
from Its object  to  better  secure itself in Its pure form, dernuseurnt- 
ficatlon IS nothlng  but  another splral m artlficlallty Wltness  the 
clolster of Samt-Mlchel de Cuxa,  whlch  one wlll repatrlate at 
great cost from the  Clolsters In New York to relnstall It In “lts 

tlon (as they did  “the  experlmental  campalgn to take back the 
sldewalks” on the  Champs Elyseesl) Well, If the  exportatlon of 
the  cornlces was In effect an arbitrary  act, If the Cloisters In New 
York are an artlficlal mosalc of all cultures  (followmg  a loglc of 
the capltallst centrallzatlon of value),  thelr  relmportatlon to the 
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b orlglnal slte ” And everyone IS supposed to applaud  thls  restltu- 
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orlglnal slte IS even  more artlficlal i t  IS a  total  slmulacrum  that 
llnks up wlth  “reahty”  through  a  complete  clrcumvolutlon 

The  cloister should have stayed m New  York m Its slmulated 
envlronment,  whlch  at least fooled no one  Repatrlatlng it IS 

nothlng  but a  supplementary  subterfuge,  acting  as If nothlng  had 
happened  and  lndulglng  m  retrospectwe  halluclnatlon 

In the  same way, Amerlcans flatter themselves for havlng 

One effaces everythlng and  starts over They  even flatter them- 
selves for dolng  better, for exceedlng  the  orlglnal  number  Thls IS 

presented as proof of the  superlorlty of clvlllzatlon It  wdl pro- 
duce  more  Indians  than they themselves were  able to do  (Wlth 
slnlster denslon, thls  overproductlon IS agaln a  means of destroy- 
mg them for lndlan  culture, like all tnbal  culture,  lests on the 

I brought  the  populatlon of Indlans  back to pre-Conquest levels 

~ llmltatlon of the  group  and  the refusal of any  “unllmlted In- 
I crease, as can be  seen m Ishl’s case In this way, thelr  demographlc 

“promotlon” islust another  step toward symbollc  extermlnatlon ) 
Everywhere we llve In a  unlverse  strangely  slmllar to the  ongl- 

nal-thlngs are  doubled by thelr  own  scenarlo But thls  doubllng 
does not slgnlfy, as It dld tradltlonally, the  lmmlnence of thelr 
death-they are already purged of thew death,  and better  than 
when they were  ahve,  mole cheerful, more authentlc, m the  llght 
of thelr  model,  llke  the faces In funeral  homes 
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T H E  H Y P E R R E A L  A N D  T H E   I M A G I N A R Y  

Dlsneyland IS a perfect model of all the  entangled  orders of sim- 
ulacra It IS first of all a play of llluslons and  phantasms  the PI- 
rates, the Frontler,  the  Future  World,  etc  Thls  imaginary  world 1s 
supposed to ensure  the success of the  operation  But  what  attracts 
the crowds the  most 1s wlthout  a  doubt  the soclal microcosm, the 
wllglous, mlnlaturlzed  pleasure of real Amenca, of I t s  constraints 
and Joys One  parks  outslde  and  stands  m  line  inside, one IS alto- 
gether abandoned at the  exlt  The  only  phantasmagoria in this 
lmagmary world lles In the  tenderness  and  warmth of the  crowd, 
and In the sufficient and excessive number of gadgets necessary 
to create the  multltudlnous effect The  contrast with  the absolute 
solltude of the  parking lot-a verltable concentration camp-1s 
total, Or, rather  mslde,  a  whole  panoply of gadgets magnetlzes 
the crowd In dlrected flows-outslde, solitude 1s directed  at  a 
single gadget the  automobile By an extraordinary  coincidence 
(but this derlves wlthout a doubt from the  enchantment Inherent 
to this unlverse),  this  frozen, chlldllke world IS found to have 
been concelved and realized by a man  who 1s hlmself now cryo- 
genlzed Walt DIsney, who awaits his resurlectlon  through  an 
increase of 180 degrees centigrade 

Thus, everywhere In Dlsneyland the objective profile of Amer- 
Ica, down to the  morphology of mdivlduals and of the  crowd, 
IS drawn All its values are exalted by the  mlnlature  and  the 
comlc strlp Embalmed and pacified Whence  the  posslblllty of 
an deologlcal analysis of Dlsneyland (L Marin dld It  very well In 
Utopqucs, Jeux d’espace [Utopias, play of space]) digest of the 
Amerlcan  way of life, panegyrlc of Amerlcan values, ldeallzed 
transposltlon of a contradlctory reallty Certainly But this  masks 
somethlng else and  this “ldeologlcal” blanket  functions as a cover 
for a slmulatlon of the  t h ld  oldel Dlsneyland exists  m  order to 
hlde that I t  IS the “real” country, all of “real” America that 1s DIS- 
neyland (a bit llke  prlsons are there to hlde  that It  IS the social  in 
I ts entirety, In I t s  banal  omnipresence,  that IS carceral) Dlsney- 
land 1s presented as lmaglnary in  order to make us belleve that the 
rest IS real, whereas all of Los Angeles and  the Amerlca that  sur- 
tounds I t  are no longel real, but belong to the  hyperreal  order  and 
to the order of slmulatlon It IS no longer a question of a false 
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representatlon  of  reallty (Ideology) but of concealing the fact that 
the real 1s no longer real, and  thus of savlng the  reallty  prlnclple 

The imaginary of Dlsneyland IS neither  true  nor false, I t  IS a 
deterrence  machine  set up In order to rejuvenate the fictlon of the 
real in  the  opposite  camp  Whence  the deblllry of this imaginary, 
its  infantile  degeneratlon  Thls  world  wants to be  chddlsh  in or- 
der to make us belleve that  the  adults are elsewhere, In the “real” 
world,  and to conceal  the fact that  true  chlldlshness 1s every- 
where-that It IS that of the  adults themselves who come  here to 
act the child m order to foster llluslons  as to then real  childish- 
ness 

Dlsneyland IS not  the only one, however Enchanted Vdlage, 
Magic Mountain,  Marlne World Los Angeles 1s surrounded by 
these  lmaglnary  stations  that feed reahty, the  enelgy of the real to 
a clty whose  mystery IS preclsely that of no  longer  being  anythlng 
but a  network of Incessant,  unreal  cmulatlon-a  clty of mcred- 
lble  proportions but without  space,  without  dlmenslon As much 
as electrlcal and  atomic power  stations, as much  as cinema  stu- 
dlos,  thls clty, whlch IS no longer  anything  but an Immense sce- 
narlo  and a  perpetual  pan  shot,  needs  this old Imaginary llke  a 
sympathetlc  nervous  system  made up of chlldhood  slgnals  and 
faked phantasms 

Dlsneyland  a  space of the  regeneranon of the lmaglnary  as 
waste-treatment  plants  are  elsewhere,  and even here Everywhere 
today  one  must recycle waste, and the  dreams, the  phantasms, 
the  hlstoncal, fairylike, legendary lmaglnary of chlldren  and 
adults 1s a  waste  product,  the first great toxlc excrement of a hy- 
perreal clvlllzatlon On a mental level, Dlsneyland 1s the  pro- 
totype of thls new functlon But all the  sexual,  psychlc,  somatic 
recycllng Instltutes,  whlch prollferate In Cahfornla,  belong to the 
same  order  People no longer look at each  other, but there  are 
institutes for that  They  no  longer  touch each other,  but  there IS 

contactotherapy  They  no  longer  walk,  but they go ~ogglng, etc 
Everywhere one recycles lost facultles, or  lost  bodies,  or  lost SO- 

aallty,  or  the  lost taste for food One  reinvents  penury,  ascetlclsm, 
vanlshed savage naturalness  natural  food,  health  food, yoga 
Marshall Sahllns’s idea that It IS the  economy  of  the  market,  and 
not of nature  at all,  that  secretes penury, IS verified, but  at a sec- 
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ondary level here, in the  sophisticated  confines of a triumphal 
market economy IS reinvented a penury/slgn, a penury/slmula- 
crum, a simulated  behavior of the  underdeveloped  (mcludmg  the 
adoption of Mamlst tenets)  that, In the  guise of ecology, of energy 
crises and the  crltlque of capltal, adds a final esoteric  aureole to 
the trlumph of an esotellc  culture  Nevertheless,  maybe  a  mental 
catastrophe, a mental  implosion and  mvolutlon  without prece- 
dent lles  In Walt for a system of this kind, whose vlslble signs 
would be those of this  strange obeslty, or  the lncredlble coexis- 
tence of the  most  bizarre theorles and  practlces,  which corre- 
spond to the Improbable coalltlon of luxury,  heaven,  and money, 
to the Improbable luxurlous  materlallzatlon of life and to un- 
dlscovelable contradlctlons 

P O L I ~ I C A L  I N C A N T A T I O N  
Watergate The same  scenarlo as in Dlsneyland (effect of the 
imaginary concealing  that reallty no  more  exists  outside  than  m- 
side the llmlts of the  artlfmal  perimeter)  here  the  scandal effect 
hidlng that there IS no difference between  the facts and  thelr de- 
nunclatlon (identical methods  on  the  part of the CIA and of the 
Washrngton Post Journallsts) Same operation,  tending to regener- 
ate through  scandal a moral  and polltical principle,  through the 
Imaginary, a slnklng reallty prlnclple 

The  denunclatlon of scandal IS always an homage to the law 
And Watergate In particular succeeded in imposing  the Idea that 
Watergate was a scandal-in this sense it was a prodlglous  opera- 
tion of intoxication A large dose of polltical morality reinjected 
on a world scale One could say along wlth Bourdleu  “The es- 
sence of every relation of force IS LO dlsslmulate itself as such and 
to acqulre all its force only because it dissimulates ltself as such,” 
understood as follows capltal, Immoral and  wlthout  scruples, 
can only functlon  behind a moral superstructure,  and  whoever 
revives thls public  morality  (through  Indlgnatlon,  denunciation, 
ctc ) works spontaneously for the order of capital  This IS what 
the ~oull~allsts of the Waslungton Post did 

But thls would be nothing  but  the  formula of ideology, and 
when Bourdleu states it ,  he takes the  “relation of force” for the 
tt wth of capitalist domlnatlon, and he himself denounces thls rela- 
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tlon of force as scandal-he 1s thus in the  same  determlnlstlc  and 
moralistic  position as the Waslungton PostJournallsts  are  He  does 
the  same  work of purging and revlvlng moral  order, an  order of 
truth m  which  the  veritable  symbollc violence of the soclal order 
1s engendered, well beyond all the relations of force, whlch  are 
only Its shifting and Indifferent configuration In the moral and 
polltlcal consciences of men 

All that  capital asks of us IS to receive It as ratlonal or to combat 
It m  the  name of ratlonahty, to receive it as moral or to combat it 
in  the  name of morality Because these are the same, which can be 
thought of m another way formerly  one  worked to dmlmulate 
scandal-today one  works to conceal  that  there IS none 

Watergate IS not a scandal, thls IS what must be  said  at all costs, 
because i t  1s what  evelyone IS busy  conceallng,  this  dm-lmulatlon 
maskmg  a  strengthenlng of morallty, of a moral  panic as one ap- 
proaches  the  primitive (mlse en) scene of capltal Its mstanta- 
neous cruelty, its  incomprehensible feroclty, Its fundamental 
Immorality-that IS what IS scandalous,  unacceptable to the sys- 
tem of moral  and  economic equlvalence that IS the  axiom of left- 
1st thought, from the  theorles of the  Enlightenment up to Com- 
munlsm  One  lmputes thls  thinking to the contract of capital, but 
I t  doesn’t glve a damn-it IS a  monstrous  unprlnclpled  enter- 
prise,  nothing  more It 1s “enllghtened  thought  that seeks to con- 
trol I t  by imposing  rules  on I t  And all the  recrlmlnatlon  that 
replaces  revolutlonary  thought  today comes back to mcrlmmate 
capital for not following the  rules of the  game  “Power 1s un~ust ,  
ItsJustice IS a classJustlce, capltal explolts us, etc ”-as if capital 
were llnlted by a contract to the  soclety I t  rules I t  1s the Left that 
holds  out the  mirror of equivalence to capital hoplng Lhat I t  will 
comply, comply  wlth this phantasmagoria of the social contract 
and fulfill its obllgatlons to the  whole of soclety (by  the  same 
token, no need for revolution I t  suffices that  capital  accommo- 
date itself to the  ratlonal  forlnula of exchange) 

Capltal, m fact, was never linked by a  contract to the  soclety 
that  it  dominates I t  IS a sorcery of soclal relations, it 1s a challenge 
to society, and i t  must be responded to as such I t  1s not a scandal 
to be  denounced  according to moral or economlc  ratlonahty, but 
a challenge to take up accordlng  to  symbollc  law 
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MOBIUS-SPIRALING NEGATIVITY 
Watergate was thus  nothlng  but a lure  held out by the  system to 
catch Its  adversaries-a slmulatlon of scandal for regeneratwe 
ends In the film, thls IS embodled by the  character of “Deep 
Throat,”  who was sald to be the  emlnence grlse of the  Repubh- 
cans, manlpulatlng  the left-wmg Journalists m  order to get nd  of 
Nlxon-and why not? All hypotheses are possible, but thls  one IS 
superfluous  the Left  Itself does a perfectly good Job,  and  spon- 
taneously, of dolng the  work of the Rlght Besides, I t  would be 
naive to see an embittered good consclence at work  here Because 
manlpulatlon IS a waverrng causality m  whlch posltlvlty and 
negatlvlty are engendered  and  overlap,  m  whlch  there IS no 
longer elther  an actlve or a passlve It IS through  the arbltraly 
cessatlon of thls  splralmg causallty that  a  prlnclple of polltlcal 
reallty can be saved I t  IS through  the slmulat1on of a narrow, con- 
ventlonal field of perspectwe In whlch  the  premlses and  the con- 
sequences of an act  or of an event can  be  calculated,  that  a  pohtl- I 
cal credlblllty can be malntalned (and of course “obJectlve” I 
analysls, the  struggle,  etc ) If one  envlslons  the  entire cycle of 
any act or event In a system where h e a r  contlnulty  and dlalectl- 
cal polarlty no longer exlst, In a field u h n g e d  by smulatlon, all 
determlnatlon  evaporates, every act IS termlnated at the end of 
the cycle havmg benefited everyone and  havlng  been  scattered In 
all dllectlons 

Is any given bombmg m Italy the  work of leftlst extremlsts, or 
extreme-nght  provocation,  or  a  centrlst mlse-en-scene to dls- 
credit all extreme  terrorlsts  and to shore up Its own f a h g  power, 
or agaln, IS I t  a pollce-lnsplred scenarlo  and a form of blackmall to 
publlc security? All of thls IS slmultaneously  true, and the  search 
for proof, Indeed the objectlvlty of the facts does not  put an end to 
thls vertlgo of lnterpretatlon  That IS, we are m a loglc of slmula- 
tlon, whlch no longer  has  anythlng to do wlth  a loglc of facts and 
an order of reason Slmulatlon IS characterlzed by a precesswn of 
thc rnodef, of all the  models based on the  merest fact-the models 
come first, thelr  clrculatlon,  orbltal  llke  that of the bomb, con- 
stltutes the genuine tnagnetlc field of the  event The facts no 
longer have a speclfic trajectory, they are  born  at the  lntersectlon 
of models, a slngle fact can be engendered by all the  models at 
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once  Thls  antmpatlon,  thls precession, thls short circuit, thls 
confuslon of the fact wlth Its model (no more  dlvergence of 
meanmg,  no more dlalectlcal polanty, no more  negatwe elec- 
tnclty, lmploslon of antagomstlc  poles), IS what  allows  each time 
for all posslble  mterpretatlons,  even  the  most contradlctory-all 
true,  m  the  sense  that then  truth IS to be  exchanged, In the  image 
of the  models from whlch they derwe,  in a generallzed cycle 

The  Communlsts  attack  the Soclallst Party as if they wished to 
shatter the unlon of the Left They glve credence to the Idea that 
these  reslstances  would  come from a more radlcal polltlcal need 
In fact, I t  IS because they no longer  want  power But do they not 
want power  at  thls Juncture,  one unfavorable to the Left m gen- 
eral,  or  unfavorable  to  them  within  the  Unlon of the Left-or do 
they no longer want It, by definltlon? When Berlinguer declares 

“There IS no need to be afrald to see the  Communlsts take power In 
Italy,” It simultaneously slgnlfies 
that there 1s no need to be  afrald,  since  the  Commumsts, If they 

come to power, will change nothing of 11s fundamental capltal- 
ist  mechanlsm, 

that  there 1s no  rlsk  that they wlll ever come to power  (because 
they don’t want to)-and even i f  they occupy  the  seat of power, 
they wlll never exerclse It except by proxy, 

that  m fact, power,  genulne  power no longer  exlsts, and  thus 
there 1s no rlsk whoever selzes power 01 seizes It again, 

but  further I ,  Berlmguer, am not afrald to see the  Communlsts 
take power In Italy-which may seem self-evident, but not as 
much  as you  might think, because 

It could  mean  the  opposlte (no need for psychoanalysls here) I 
urn afvald to see  the  Communlsts take power  (and  there  are 
good  reasons for that, even for a Communist) 

All of thls IS smultaneously  true It 1s the  secret of a  dlscourse 
that IS no longer  slmply  amblguous, as polltlcal dlscourses  can 
be,  but that conveys the  lmposslblllty of a  determlned  posltlon of 
power,  the  Imposslbthty of a determlned  dlscurslve  posmon And 
thls loglc IS neither  that of one  party  nor of another  It traverses all 
dlscoulses  wlthout  them  wantlng I t  to 

Who wlll unravel  this Imbroglio? The  Gordlan  knot can at 
least be cut  The Moblus stnp, If one dlvldes it, results In a sup- 
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plementary  spiral  without  the reverslblllty of surfaces belng re- 
solved (here  the  leverslble  contlnulty of hypotheses) Hell of slm- 
ulatlon,  which 1s no  longer  one of torture,  but of the  subtle,  ma- 
leficent, elusive twlstlng of meaning+-where even  the  con- 
demned  at Burgos are stlll a glft from Franco to Western  democ- 
racy, whlch seizes the occaslon to regenerate its own flagglng 
humanlsm and  whose indignant  protest In turn consolidates 
Franco’s regime by  unltlng the Spanlsh masses against this for- 
elgn Intervention?  Where 1s the truth of all that,  when  such collu- 
sions admlrably knot themselves together  without  the  knowl- 
edge of their  authors? 

ConJunctlon of the system and of its extreme  alternative  llke 
the two sides of a  curved mlrror, a “vlclous” curvature of a  pohtl- 
cal space that IS henceforth  magnetized,  circularized, rever- 
sibillzed from the right to the left, a  torslon  that 1s llke  that of the 
evll spmt of commutatlon,  the  whole  system,  the  infinity of cap-  
tal  folded back on its own surface transfinite? And 1s ~t not  the 
same for desire and  the llbldlnal space?  Conlunctlon of deslre 
and value, of desire  and capltal Conpnction of desire and  the 
law, the final pleasure  as the metamorphosls of the  law  (which IS 

why I t  IS so wldely the  older of the day) only  capital takes plea- 
sure, said Lyotard, before thlnklng  that we now take pleasure in 
capital Overwhelmlng versatlllty of desire  in  Deleuze,  an enlg- 
matlc reversal that  brings desire “revolutlonary In Itself, and as If 
involuntarily, wantlng  what I t  wants,” to desire I t s  own represslon 
and to invest in paranoid  and fascist systems? A mallgn  torsion 
tha1 rcturns thls revolution of desire to the  same  fundamental 
ambiguity as the other,  the hlstorlcal revolutlon 

All the referentlals combine  their discourses m  a clrcular, Mo- 
blan compulsion Not so long ago, sex and  work were fiercely 
opposed tel ms, today both are dissolved in  the  same type of de- 
mand Formerly the  discourse on hlstory clerlved Its power  fiom 
vlolently opposlng itself to that of natule, the  dlscourse of deslre 
to that of power-today they exchange them slgnlfiers and their 
scenarios 

I t  would take too  long to traverse the entlre  range of the  opera- 
tional negatlvlty of all those  scenarlos of deterrence,  whlch,  llke 
Watergate, try to regenerate a morlbund  prlnclple  through  slmu- 
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, lated  scandal,  phantasm,  and murder-a sort of hormonal  treat- 
ment  through negatlvlty and crisis  It IS always a  questlon of 
proving  the real through  the imagmary, provlng truth  through 

through  stnkmg, proving  the  system  through crms, and  capital 
through revolution,  as It IS elsewhere (the Tasaday) of proving 
ethnology  through  the dlspossesslon of Its object-without tak- 
mg  into  account 
the  proof  of theater  through  antltheater, 
the proof of art  through  antiart, 
the  proof  of pedagogy through  antlpedagogy, 
the  proof  of psychiatry  through antipsychlatry, etc 

I itself in Its expurgated  form All the  powers,  all the  instltutlons 
speak  of themselves  through  demal,  m  order to attempt, by slm- 
ulatlng  death, to escape thelr real death  throes Power can  stage 
Its own  murder  to rediscover a  gllmmer of exlstence  and legit- 
imacy  Such  was  the case wlth  some American presidents  the 
Kennedys  were  murdered  because they stlll  had  a polltlcal dl- 
mension  The  others,  Johnson,  Nixon,  Ford,  only  had  the rlght to 
phantom  attempts, to slmulated  murders But this  aura of an ar- 
tificial menace was stlll necessary to conceal  that they were no 
longer  anythlng  but  the  mannequins of power Formerly, the  klng 

erably forced to felgn death,  m  order to preserve the blesslrlg of 
power But I t  1s lost 

To seek  new  blood In Its own  death, to renew  the cycle through 
the  mirror of crms, negatlvlty, and antipower  this IS the  only 
solution-allbl of every power, of every lnstltutlon  attempting  to 
break  the  vlclous circle of Its lrresponslblllty and of Its fundamen- 
tal nonexistence, of Its already seen  and of Its already  dead 

I scandal,  proving  the law through  transgresslon,  provlng  work 

i Everythlng 1s metamorphosed  Into Its opposlte  to  perpetuate . 

, (also  the god) had to dle, therein lay h u  power Today, he IS mis- 

T I I E  STRATEGY OF T l l C  R r A L  
The lmposslblllty of rediscovering  an  absolute level of the real 1s 
of the  same  order as the  lmposslblllty of staglng  illusion  llluslon 
IS no longer  posslble, because the real IS no  longer possible It 1s 
the  whole pol~t~cal problem of parody, of hyperslmulatlon 01 of- 
fenslve simulation,  that IS posed  here 

I 

i 
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For example i t  would be Interesting to see  whether  the repres- 
slve apparatus  would  not react more violently to a  slmulated 
holdup  than to a real holdup Because the  latter  does  nothlng  but 
dlsturb  the older of things, the rlght to property,  whereas  the 
former attacks  the reallty prlnclple Itself Transgression and VIO- 

lence are less serlous  because they only  contest  the dlstnbutlon of 
the real Slmulatlon 1s lnfinltely more  dangerous  because It al- 
ways leaves opcn to supposltlon  that, above and beyond Its ob- 
ject, law and older themselves  mlght be nothmg but sttnulatlon 

But the dlfficulty IS proportlonal to the  danger How to feign a 
vlolatlon and  put It  to the  test? Simulate a  robbery In a large store 
how to persuade  securlty  that it 1s a  slmulated  robbery?  There 1s 

no “ob~ectlve” difference the  gestures,  the  slgns  are  the  same as 
for a real robbery, the  slgns  do  not  lean to one  slde  or  another To 
the estabhshed  order they are always of the  order of the real 

Organlze a fake holdup Verify that  your  weapons  are  harm- 
less, and takc the most  trustworthy  hostage, so that no human life 
wlll  be 111 danger (or one lapses Into  the  crlmmal)  Demand a 
ransom, and  make I t  so that the operatlon  creates  as  much com- 
motion as posslble--ln short, remain close to the  “truth,” In or- 
der to test the  reaction of the apparatus to a perfect slmulacrum 
You won’t be able to do It the  network of artlficlal slgns wlll 
become lnextrlcably  mlxed up wlth real elements (a policeman 
wrll really  fire on  slght, a cllent of the  bank wlll faint and  dle of a 
heart attack,  one will actually pay you the  phony  ransom),  m 
short, you wlll lmmedlately find yourself once  again,  without 
wlshlng I t ,  In the real,  one of whose functlons 1s preclsely to 
devour any  attempt  at  slmulatlon, to reduce  everythmg to the 
real-that IS, to  the establ~shed order Itself, well before mstltu- 
tlons and ~ u s t ~ c e  come  Into play 

I t  IS necessary to see In this lmposslblllty of isolating the pro- 
cess of slmulatlon  the weight of an order  that  cannot  see  and 
concelvc of anythlng  but  the real, because It cannot  functlon any- 
whcle else The  slmulahon of an offense, If i t  1s estabhshed as 
such,  wdl  either  be  punlshed less severely (because I t  has  no 

“consequences”)  or  punwhed as an offense agalnst thepdiclal sys- 
tem (for example If one  sets in motlon a pollce  operation “for 
nothing")-but neve? as smula tm since It 1s precisely as  such 
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that  no equlvalence with  the real IS possible,  and  hence  no repres- 
s o n  elther  The challenge of slmulatlon 1s never admltted by 
power  How  can  the  slmulatlon of vlrtue be punished? Ilowever, 
as such it 1s as  serlous  as the  slmulatlon of crime Parody renders 
submlsslon  and transgresslon  equwalent,  and  that IS the  most 
serious  cnme, because it cancels out the dlfferetzce upon whlch the 
law IS based The established  order  can do  nothlng against It, be- 
cause  the law ls a  slmulacrum of the  second  order,  whereas  slmu- 
lation IS of the  third  order,  beyond  true  and false, beyond equlva- 
lences,  beyond  ratlonal  dlstlnctlons upon which  the  whole of the 
soclal and power  depend  Thus, lackmg the real, It 1s there  that we 
must aim  at  order 

Thls IS certainly  why  order always opts for the real When m 
doubt, i t  always prefers  thls  hypothesls  (as In the  army  one pre- 
fers to take  the  simulator for a real madman)  But  thls becomes 
more  and  more difficult,  because If it is practically Impossible to 
Isolate the process of simulation, through  the force of inertla of 
the real that  surrounds  us,  the opposite 1s also true  (and this 
reverslblllty Itself 1s part of the  apparatus of slmulatlon  and the 
Impotence of power) namely, it IS now mposslble to Isolate the 
process of the  real, or to prove the real 

Thls IS how all the  holdups, alrplane  hgackmgs,  etc  are  now In 
some  sense  slmulatlon  holdups in that they are already  lnscrlbed 
In the  decodlng  and orchestration  rituals of the  medla,  antlcl- 
pated  in their  presentatlon  and  thelr posslble consequences In 
short, where they functlon  as  a  group of slgns dedlcatecl ex- 
cluslvely to thew reculrence  as  slgns,  and  no  longer  at all to their 

“real” end But thls  does not  make them  harmless On the contrary, 
I t  1s as  hyperreal  events,  no  longer  wlth  a specific content  or  end, 
but lndefinltely refracted by each  other  (lust  like so-called hlstor- 
lcal events strikes,  demonstrations,  cnses,  etc ),5 i t  1s in thls 
sense  that they cannot be conttolled by an ordel  that  can only 
exert Itself on the real and the  ratlonal, on causes and  ends, a 
referentlal  order  that  can  only relgn over  the  referentlal,  a  deter- 
mined power  that  can  only relgn over a determlned  world,  but 
that  cannot  do  anythlng  against  this  lndefinlte  recurrence of slm- 
ulatlon,  against  this  nebula  whose weight no  longer  obeys the 
laws of gravltatlon of thc real, power Itself ends by being dls- 
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they were not  staged, were at least perpetrated by slmulatlon  The 
Kennedys dled  because they Incarnated somethlng  the  pohtlcal, 
polltlcal substance, whereas the new presldents  are  nothlng but 
carlcatures and fake film-curiously, Johnson, Nlxon,  Ford,  all 
have  thw slmlan mug, the  monkeys of power 

Death IS never an absolute  crlterlon, but In thls case It IS slgnlfi- 
cant  the era of James  Dean, Marllyn Monroe, and  the Kennedys, 
of those who really dled slmply because  they had a  mythlc  dlmen- 
slon that lmplles death  (not for romantlc  reasons, but because of 
the  fundamental  prlnclple of reversal and exchange)-thls era IS 

long gone I t  IS now the era of murder by slmulatlon, of the gener- 
allzed aesthetic of slmulatlon, of the murder-ahbl-the allegorl- 
cal resurrectlon of death,  whlch IS only there to sanctlon the In- 
stltutlon  of  power,  wlthout  whlch It no longer has any  substance 
or an  autonomous reallty 

These staged presldentlal  assasslnatlons  are revealmg because 
they slgnal  the status of all negatwlty tn the West polltlcal op- 
posltlon, the “Left,” crltlcal dlscourse,  etc -a slmulacral  con- 
trast through  whlch  power  attempts to break the vlclous clrcle of 
Its nonexlstence, of Its fundamental Irresponslblllty, of  Its “SUS- 
penslon ” Power floats llke money, like  language,  like  theory 
Crltlclsm and negatlvlty alone  stdl  secrete  a phantom of the real- 
lty of power I f  they become weak for one  reason or another, 
power has  no  other  recourse  but to artlficlally revlve and hallucl- 
nate them 

I t  IS In thls way that the Span& executlons  stdl serve as a 
stimulant to Westeln llberal democracy, to a  dylng system of 
democratlc  values  Fresh  blood, but for how  much  longer?  The 
deterloratlon of all power IS lrreslstlbly pursued it IS not so much 
the “revolutlonary forces” that  accelerate  thls process (often I t  I S  

qulte the opposlte), it IS the  system itself that  deploys  agalnst Its 
own structules thls vlolence that  annuls all substance  and all 
finahty One  must not reslst thls  process by trylng to confront  the 
system and destroy It, because thls  system  that IS dylng from 
bang dlspossessed of Its death  expects nothmg  but  that from US 
that we glve the  system back its death, that  we revlve I t  through 
the negatlve End of revolutlonary  praxls,  end of the dlalectlc 
Curlously, Nlxon,  who was not even found  worthy of dylng at the 
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hands  of  the  most mwgnlficant,  chance,  unbalanced  person  (and 
though It 1s perhaps  true  that  presidents are assasslnated by un- 
balanced types, thls  changes nothing the leftlst penchant for 
detectlng  a  rlghtlst  consplracy  beneath thls brlngs  out a false 
problem-the function of brlnglng  death  to,  or  the prophecy, 
etc , agalnst  power has always been fulfilled, from  prlmltlve so- 
cletles to the  present, by demented  people, crazy people, or  neu- 
rotlcs,  who  nonetheless  carry out a soclal functlon  as  fundamen- 
tal as that of presidents), was nevertheless  rltually put to death by 
Watergate  Watergate IS stdl a  mechanism for the  rltual murder of 
power  (the Amerlcan xnstltutlon of the  presldency IS much  more 
thrllllng  m  thls  regard  than  the  European It surrounds Itself wlth 
all  the  vlolence and  vmssltudes of prmltlve  powers, of savage 
ntuals) But already  Impeachment IS no longer  assasslnatlon I t  

happens vla the  Constltutlon  Nlxon  has  nevertheless  arrlved  at 
the goal of whlch all power  dreams to be taken  serlously  enough, 
to  constitute  a  mortal  enough  danger to the  group  to be one  day 
relieved of his dutles,  denounced,  and liquidated Ford doesn’t 
even have thu opportunlty  anymore  a  slmulacrum of an already 
dead power, he can only accumulate agalnst hlmself the  slgns of 
reverslon  through murder-in fact, he 1s lmmunlzed by hls Im- 
potence,  whlch  lnfurlates  hlm 

In contrast to the  prlmltlve nte, whlch foresees the officlal and 
sacrlficlal death of the king (the klng or  the  chlet 1s nothmg with- 
out the  promlse of his sacrifice), the  modern  polltlcal  lmaglnary 
goes lncreaslngly In the  dlrectlon of delaymg, of concealmg for as 
long  as  posnble,  the  death of the  head of state Thls obsesslon  has 
accumulated  slnce  the era of revolutions and of chansmatlc lead- 
ers Mltler, Franco, Mao, having no “legltlmate” helrs, no fillallon 
of power,  see  themselves forced to perpetuate  themselves 
lndefinltely-popular myth never wlshes to beheve  them  dead 
The  pharaohs already  dld thls It was always one  and  the  same 
person  who  lncarnated  the successwe  pharaohs 

Everythlng happens  as I f  Mao or Franco  had  already dled sev- 
eral times and  had been replaced by hls  double  From  a polltlcal 
polnt of vlew, that  a  head of state  remalns  the  same  or IS someone 
else doesn’t strlctly  change  anythlng, SO long as they resemble 
each other For  a  long tlme now a head of state-nu matter wlrrch 
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one-ls nothlng  but  the  slmulacrum of hlmself,  and only that 
gwes htm the power  and the quallty to govern No one would  grant 
the least consent,  the least devotlon to a real person  It IS to hls 
double, he belng always already dead, to whlch alleglance IS 

glven Thls  myth  does  nothlng  but  translate  the  persistence,  and 
at the same tlme the  deceptlon, of the  necessity of the king’s sacn- 
ficlal death 

We are  stlll In the  same  boat  no soclety knows  how to mourn 
the real, power, the soclal Itself, which 1s lmpllcated In the  same 
loss And It IS through  an artlficlal revltallzatlon of all thls  that we 
try to escape  thls fact This sltuatton w11l no doubt end up g n w g   m e  
to soc1alwn Through  an unforeseen turn of events and  wa  an 
Irony that IS no longer  that of hlstory, It IS from the  death of the 
soclal that soclallsm wlll emerge, as It IS from the  death of God 
that rellglons emerge A twlsted advent,  a  perverse  event,  an  un- 
lntelllglble reversion to the loglc of reason As IS the fact that 
power IS m essence no  longer  present  except to conceal  that  there 
IS no  more  power A slmulatlon  that  can last Indefimtely, because, 
as dlstlnct from “true” power-whlch IS, or was, a  structure,  a 
strategy, a  relatlon of force, a stake-It IS nothlng  but  the object of 
a soclal demand, and  thus  as  the object of the law of supply  and 
demand, It  IS no longer  subject to vlolence and  death Completely 
purged of a pol~ t~ca l  dlmenslon, t t ,  llke  any other commodity, is 
dependent  on  mass  productlon  and  consumptlon ’ Its  spark  has 
dlsappeared,  only  the fictlon of a polltlcal unlverse  remalns 

The  same  holds  true for work The  spark of productlon, the 
violence of Its stakes  no  longer exlst The  whole  world stlll plo- 
duces, and Increaslngly, but  subtly  work  has  become  somethlng 
else a  need (as Marx  Ideally envlsloned It but  not In the same 
sense),  the object ofa soclal “demand,” llke lelsure, to which I t  IS 

equlvalent In the  course of everyday llfe A demand exactly p ~ o -  
portlonal to the loss ofa  stake In the  work  process 6 Same change 
In fortune as for power  the scenal1o of work IS there to conceal 
that the real of work, the real of productlon,  has  dlsappeared And 
the real of the strlke  as well, whlch IS no longer  a  work  stoppage, 
but Its alternate pole In the  rltual  scanslon of the soclal calendar 
Everything occurs  as If each person had, after declarlng  a  strike, 

“occupled Ills place and  work  statlon  and  recommenced  produc- 
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tlon,  as IS the  norm In a  “self-managed  occupation, exactly In the 
same  terms  as before, all  whlle  declaring hlmself (and m  vlrtually 
bemg)  permanently on strlke 

Thls IS not a  dream  out of sclence fictlon everywhere It IS a 
questlon of doubling  the  process of work And of a  doubllng of 
the process of golng on stnke-smkmg  incorporated lust as ob- 
solescence IS in ObJects, Just  as crlsls IS m  productlon So, there IS 

no longer stnklng,  nor  work,  but  both wmultaneously, that IS to 
say  somethlng  else  a magc  ofwork, a  trompe l’oell, a  scenodrama 
(so as not to say a  melodrama) of productlon,  a collectlve dra- 
maturgy on the  empty  stage of the soclal 

It IS no longer a questlon of the ldeology of work-the tradl- 
tlonal  ethlc  that  would  obscure  the “real” process of work  and  the 

“obJectlve” process of exploltatlon-but of the  scenarlo of work 
In  the  same way,  It IS no longer  a  questlon of the ldeology of 
power, but of the scenar 10 of power Ideology only  corresponds to 
a corruption of reallty through  signs;  slmulatlon  corresponds to a 
short clrcuit of reallty and  to Its dupllcatlon  through  slgns It IS 
always the goal of the ldeologlcal analysls to restore  the objective 
process, It  IS always a false problem to wlsh to restore  the truth 
beneath  the  slmulacrum 

Thls IS why In the  end power IS so much In tune wlth ldeologl- 
cal dlscourses and dlscourses on Ideology, that IS they are dls- 
courses of truth-always good for counterlng  the mortal blows of 
slmulatlon, even and especlally If they are  revolutlonary 

T I I E  E N D  O F  T H E  PANOPTICON 
I t  IS stlll to thls Ideology of lwed  expenence-exhumatlon of the 
real In Its fundamental banallty, In Its radlcal authentmty-that 
the Amerlcan TV vente experlment  attempted on the Loud fam- 
11y In 1971 refers seven months of unlnterlupted  shootmg, three 
hundred  hours of nonstop  broadcastmg,  wlthout  a  script  or  a 
screenplay, the odyssey of a famlly,  Its dlamas, Its JOYS, Its unex- 
pected  events,  nonstop-m short, a “raw” hlstorlcal document, 
and  the ‘‘greatest televlslon performance,  comparable,  on  the 
scale of our day-to-day hfe, to the footage of our landlng on the 
moon” It  becomes  more  compllcated  because  thls famlly fell 
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apart durmg  the filmlng a crlsls erupted,  the Louds separated, 
etc Whence that  msoluble controversy was TV Itself respon- 
slble?  What  would have happened lf TV hadn’t been there? 

More mterestmg IS the  dluslon of filmlng the Louds as If TV 
weren’t there The producer’s trlumph was to say “They llved as If 
we were not  there ” An absurd,  paradoxml formula-nelther 
true nor false utoplan  The “as If we were not there” b e q  equal 
to “as lf you were there ” It IS thls utopla,  thls  paradox  that fascl- 
nated  the  twenty  mllllon vlewers, much  more  than dld the “per- 
verse” pleasure of vlolatmg someone’s prlvacy In the  “vente”  ex- 
perlence I t  IS not a questlon of secrecy or perverslon, but of a sort 
of frlsson of the real, or of an  aesthetlcs of the  hyperreal,  a  frlsson 
of vertlgmous  and  phony  exactltude,  a frlsson of slmultaneous 
dlstanclng  and magnlficatlon, of dlstortlon of scale, of an exces- 
slve transparency The pleasure of an excess of meanmg,  when 
the bar of the slgn falls below the usual waterlme of meaning  the 
nonslgnlfier IS exalted by the camera angle There  one  sees  what 
the real never was (but  “as If you were there”),  wlthout  the dls- 
tance that glves us perspectlval space  and depth vlslon  (but 

“more real than  nature”) Pleasure In the  mlcroscoplc  slmulatlon 
that allows the real  to pass Into the hyperreal (This 1s also some- 
what the case In porno,  whlch 1s fasclnatmg  more on a metaphys- 
lcal than on a  sexual level ) 

Bcstdes, this famdy was already hyperreal by the very nature of 
Its selection a typlcal Ideal Amerlcan famlly, Callfornla home, 
three garages, five chddren, assured social  and professional sta- 
tus,  decoratwe  housewlfe, upper-mlddle-class standmg In a way 
I t  IS thls statlstlcal perfectlon that  dooms It  to death Ideal herolne 
of the Amerlcan way dhfe ,  I t  IS, as m  anclent sacrifices, chosen In 
order to be glorlfied and to dle beneath  the flames of the medmm, 
a modern f d u m  Because heavenly fire no longer falls on cor- 
lupted  cltles, I t  1s the camera lens  that,  llke a laser, comes  to 
plerce lwed reallty In order to put I t  to death  “The Louds slmply 
a family who agreed to dellvet themselves Into the hands of tele- 
vwon, and to d1e by It,” the  dlrector wlll say.Thus I t  IS a  questlon 
of a sacrlficlal process, of a sacrlficlal spectacle offered to twenty 
mllllon Amerlcans The llturglcal drama of a mass soclety 

TV vent6 A term  adlnlrable In Its amblgulty, does I t  refer to the 
truth of thls famdy or to the  truth of TV? In fact, It 1s TV that IS the 
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truth of the Louds, It IS TV that IS true, It 1s TV that  renders  true 
Truth  that IS no longer  the reflexwe truth of the  mlrror,  nor the 
perspectlval truth of the  panoptlc  system  and of the  gaze, but  the 
manlpulatlve truth of the test that  sounds  out  and Interrogates, of 
the  laser  that  touches and plerces, of computer  cards  that  retain 
your  preferred  sequences, of the  genetlc  code  that  controls  your 
combmatlons, of cells that Inform your  sensory  unlverse  It IS to 
thls truth  that the Loud famdy was subjected by the  medtum of 
TV, and In thlssense I t  amounts to a deathsentence  (but IS I t  stdl a 
questlon of truth?) 

End of the panoptlc system The eye of  TV IS no longer  the 
source of an absolute  gaze,  and  the Ideal of control IS no longer 
that of transparency  Thls  stdl  presupposes an obJectlve  space 
(that of the Renalssance) and the  omnlpotence of the  despotlc 
gaze It IS stlll, if not a  system of confinement,  at  least a system of 
mapplng More subtly, but always externally, playmg on  the op- 
posltlon of seelng  and  bemg  seen,  even I f  the  panoptlc focal polnt 
may be  bllnd 

Somethlng else m regard to the Louds “You no longer  watch 
TV, It IS TV that  watches you (he) ,”  or again “You are  no longer 
llstenlng to Don’t Panlc, It IS Don’t Panlc that IS llstenlng to 
you”-a swltch from the  panoptlc  mechanlsm of survelllance 
(Dwlplme and Punlsh [Survelllel et  punlr]) to a  system of deter- 
rence, m whlch  the  dlstlnctlon  between the passlve and  the actlve 
IS abolished  There IS no longer  any  lmperatlve of submlsslon to 
the  model,  or to the gaze “YOU are the modell” “YOU ale the major- 
~ ty l”  Such IS the  watershed of a  hyperreal soclallty, In whlch  the 
real 1s confused  wlth  the  model, as m  the  statlstlcal  operatlon, or 
wlth  the  medmm, as In the Louds’ operatlon  Such 1s the last stage 
ofthe soclal relation, ours,  whlch 1s no longer one of persuaslon 
(the classical age ofpropaganda, of Ideology, of pubhclty, etc ) but 
one of deterrence “YOU are  mformatlon, you are  the  soclal, you 
are  the  event, you are Involved, you have the  word,  etc ” An 
about-face  through  whlch It  becomes  imposslble to locate  one 
Instance of the  model, of power, of the gaze, of the  medlum Itself, 
because you are always already on the  other  slde No more  sub- 
Ject, no more focal pomt,  no more  center  or  perlphery  pure flex- 
Ion or circular lnflexlon No more  vlolence  or  survelllance only 
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“mformatlon,” secret virulence,  cham  reaction,  slow  Implosion, 
and simulacra of spaces m  whlch  the effect of the real agam 
comes into play 

We are wltnessmg  the  end of perspectlval and  panoptlc  space 
(which remalns a moral  hypothesis bound  up  wlth all the classl- 
cal analyses on the “objective” essence of power),  and  thus to the 
vety abolltlon ofthe spectacular Televlslon, for example m the case 
of the Louds, IS no longer a spectacular medlum We are no 
longer in the  society of the spectacle, of whlch  the  sltuatlonlsts 
spoke,  nor In the specific kmds of allenatlon and represslon  that 
i t  lmplled The  medium Itself is no longer Identifiable as  such, 
and the confusion of the  medium  and  the message (McLuhan)’ IS 
the first great formula of thls new era There IS no longer a me- 
dlum In the  literal  sense it IS now  mtanglble, diffused, and dif- 
fracted in  the real, and  one can no longer  even  say  that  the  me- 
d u m  IS altered by it 

Such a blending,  such a vlral, endemlc,  chronic,  alarming pres- 
ence of the  medlum,  wlthout  the possibility of lsolatlng the ef- 
fects-spectrallzed, like these advertlslng  laser  sculptures  m the 
empty space of the event filtered by the medium-dlssolutlon of 
TV in life, dlssolutlon of life in TV-mdlscernlble chemlcal  solu- 
tion we are all Louds  doomed not to Invasion, to pressure, to 
violence and blackmail by the media and the models,  but to their 
mductlon, to their  infiltratlon, to their llleglble vlolence 

But one  must  watch  out for the negative turn that  discourse 
imposes I t  1s a questlon  neither of dlsease nor of a viral lnfectlon 
One must  think  instead of the rnedla as If they  were, in  outer 
orbit, a k m d  of genetic  code  that duects the  mutation of the real 
into the hyperreal, Just  as the other  micromolecular  code  con- 
tlols the passage from a representative sphere of meaning to the 
genetic one of the  progiammed signal 

I t  IS the whole  traditional world of causality that 1s in question 
the perspectlval, determlnlst  mode,  the “active,” critical  mode, 
the analytic mode-the distinction  between  cause  and effect, be- 
tween actlve and passwe, between subject and object,  between 
the end and the means I t  IS in thls sense  that  one  can say. TV 1s 
watching us, TV alienates us, TV manipulates us, TV informs us 

In all this,  one  lemalns  dependent on the analytical concep- 
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tlon of the media, on  an external actlve and effective agent, on 
“perspectlval” mformatlon  wlth  the  horlzon of the real and of 
meanmg as the  vanlshlng  point 

Now, one  must concewe of TV along  the  lines of  DNA as  an 
effect m  whlch  the  opposing  poles of determmatlon  vanish, ac- 
cording to a nuclear  contraction,  retractlon, of the old  polar 
schema  that always maintamed  a  mlnlmal  dlstance  between 
cause  and effect, between  subject and object preclsely the dis- 
tance  of  meaning,  the gap, the dlfference, the  smallest  possible 
gap (PPEP1),8 lrreduclble  under  pam of reabsorption  Into an al- 
eatory  and  Indeterminate process whose  discourse  can no longer 
account for It, because It IS Itself a  determmed  order 

It IS this  gap  that  vanlshes m the  process of genetlc  coding,  m 
whlch  Indeterminacy IS not so much a  question of molecular  ran- 
domness as of the  abohtlon,  pure  and smple, of the relation In 
the process of molecular  control,  whlch “goes” from the DNA 
nucleus to the “substance”  that It “mforms,”  there IS no longer  the 
traversal of an effect, of an energy, of a  determmatlon, of a mes- 
sage  “Order,  signal, Impulse, message”. all of these  attempt to 
render  the  thmg lntelllglble to us, but by analogy, retranscrlblng 
In terms of mscnptlon, of a vector, of decoding,  a  dlmenslon of 
whlch we know nothmg-It IS no longer even a “dmenslon,” or 
perhaps it IS the  fourth  (which IS defined, however, in Emsteman 
lelatlvlty by the  absorption of the  distinct  poles of space  and 
time) In fact,  thls  whole process can only be understood In Its 
negatlve form nothlng separates one pole from another any- 
more,  the  beglnnlng from the  end, there IS a  kind of contractlon 
of one over  the  other,  a  fantastic  telescopmg,  a  collapse of the two 
traditional  poles  Into  each  other. mploston-an absorptlon of the 
radlatmg  mode of causallty, of the dlfferentlal mode of determma- 
tion,  wlth Its posltlve and negatlve charge-an lmploslon of 
meaning That IS whepe stmulatmn begms 

Everywhere,  in no  matter what domam-political, blologlcal, 
psychological, medlatlzed-in whlch  the  dlstmctlon  between 
these two poles  can no longer be mamtamed,  one  enters Into 
slmulatlon,  and  thus Into absolute  mampulatlon-not into pas- 
sivity, but Into the ind?ffrentlatIotz of the actlve and the passwe 
DNA reallzes thls  aleatory  reductlon  at  the level of livlng matter 
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Televlaon,  m  the case of the  Louds, also reaches  thls  Indejtute 
llmlt In whlch, VIS-a-v1s  TV, they are  nelther  more  nor  less active 
or passlve than  a llvlng substance IS vis-a-vls Its molecular  code 
Here and  there,  a  single  nebula  whose  simple  elements  are  mde- 
cipherable, whose truth IS mdeclpherable 

T H E  O R B I T A L  A N D  T H E  N U C L E A R  
The  apotheosis of slmulatlon  the  nuclear However, the  balance 
of terror IS never anythlng  but the  spectacular  slope of a system of 
deterrence  that has insinuated Itself from the lnstde Into all the 
cracks of dally llfe Nuclear  suspenslon  only  serves to seal the 
trlvlallzed system of deterrence  that IS at the  heart of the  medla, of 
the vlolence without  consequences  that  relgns  throughout  the 
world, of the aleatory apparatus of all the choices  that  are  made 
for us The most lnslgnlficant of our behavlors IS regulated by 
neutrallzed, Indifferent, equivalent slgns, by zero-sum  signs  llke 
those that regulate the “strategy of games” (but  the  true  equatlon 
IS elsewhere, and  the  unknown 1s preclsely that varlable of sum- 
latlon whlch  makes of the  atomic  arsenal Itself a  hyperreal form, a 
slmulacrum  that  domlnates  everything and reduces all “ground- 
level” events to belng nothing  but ephemeral scenarios, trans- 
forming the llfe left us Into survlval, Into a  stake  wlthout stakes- 
not even Into a llfe lnsurance pollcy into  a pollcy that already has 
no value) 

I t  IS not the  dlrect  threat of atomlc  destruction  that paralyzes 
our hves, I t  1s deterrence  that glves them  leukemia And thls 
deterrence comes from that fact that even the real a t o n ~ ~ c  clash 1s 
precluded-precluded like  the  eventuality of the real In a system 
ofslgns The whole  world  pretends to believe in the reallty of thls 
threat (this IS understandable on the  part of the mlhtary, the grav- 
11y of thelr exerclse and the discourse of thelr  “strategy” are at 
stake),  but i t  1s preclsely at th1s level that  there  are no strateglc 
stakes The whole orlglnallty of the  sltuatlon lies In the  Improb- 
ablllty of destruction 

Deterrence precludes war-the archalc  vlolence of expandlng 
systems Deterrence Itself IS the  neutral,  lmploslve violence of 
metastable systems  or systems In lnvolutlon  There IS no longer  a 
subject of deterrence,  nor  an adversary nor a strategy-It IS a 
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planetary structure of the  annlhllatlon of stakes Atomic war,  like 
the TroJan War, will not take place The rlsk of nuclear  anmhlla- 
tlon  only  serves  as  a  pretext,  through  the  sophlstlcatlon of 
weapons (a sophlstlcatlon  that  surpasses  any  posslble obJective 
to such  an  extent  that It 1s Itself a  symptom of nullity), for mstall- 
mg a  unlversal  security  system,  a  unlversal  lockup and  control 
system  whose  deterrent effect 1s not  at all aimed at  an atomlc 
clash  (whlch  was  never in question, except wlthout a doubt m 
the very lnltlal  stages of the cold war, when  one  still  confused  the 
nuclear  apparatus  wlth  conventlonal  war)  but,  rather, at the 
much greater  probablllty of any real event, of anythlng  that 
would  be  an event  m  the  general system and  upset ~ t s  balance 
The balance of terror IS the  terror of balance 

Deterrence IS not a strategy, I t  clrculates and IS exchanged be- 
tween nuclear  protagonists exactly as IS lnternatlonal capltal m 
the  orbital zone of monetary  speculatlon  whose  fluctuatlons suf- 
fice to control all global exchanges Thus  the money qfdestr uctlon 
(without  any reference to real destructlon,  anymore  than floatmg 
capltal  has  a real referent of production)  that  clrculates  m  nuclear 
orbit suffices to control  all the vlolence and  potential confllcts 
around the  world 

What 1s hatched  m the shadow of thls  mechanism  wlth  the 
pretext of a  maximal, “obJectlve,” threat,  and  thanks to Damocles’ 
nuclear  sword, 1s the perfectlon of the best system of control  that 
has ever exlsted  And  the progressive satelllzatlon of the  whole 
planet  through  thls  hypermodel of security 

The  same goes for peaceful nuclear  power  statlons Paclficatlon 
does  not  dlstlngulsh  between  the clvd and  the  mllltary every- 
where  where  lrreverslble  apparatuses of control  are  elaborated, 
everywhere where  the  notion of securlty  becomes  omnlpotent, 
everywhere where  the n o m  replaces the old arsenal of laws  and 
vlolence  (Includmg war), It IS the  system of deterrence  that 
grows, and  around it grows the  hlstorlcal,  social, and political 
deserl A glgantlc  lnvolutlon  that  makes every conflict, every fi- 
nality, every confrontatlon  contract  m  proportlon to this black- 
mall  that interrupts, neutrallzes, freezes them all No longer  can 
any  revolt,  any  story  be  deployed  accordlng to Its own loglc be- 
cause I t  rlsks  annlhllatlon No strategy IS posslble  any longer, and 
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escalatlon IS only a  puerlle game glven over to the  mlhtary  The 
polltlcal stake IS dead,  only  slmulacra of confllcts and carefully 
clrcumscrlbed stakes  remaln 

The “space race” played exactly the  same  role  as  nuclear escala- 
tlon Thls IS why the space program was so easlly able to replace it 
m the 1960s (KennedyKhrushchev),  or to develop  concurrently 
as a form of “peaceful coexlstence ” Because what, ultimately, 1s 
the  functlon of the  space  program,  of the  conquest of the  moon, 
of the launchlng of satellltes If not the  lnstltutlon of a  model of 
unlversal gravltatlon, of satelllzatlon of whlch  the  lunar  module 
IS the perfect embryo? Programmed mlcrocosm,  where nothlng 
can be left to chance TraJectory,  energy, calculatlon, physlology, 
psychology, envlronrnent-nothing can  be left to contlngencles, 
thls IS the total universe of the norm-the Law no longer exlsts, it 
1s the operatlonal  Immanence of every detad  that IS law A um- 
verse purged of all  threat of meanmg, m a state of asepsls and 
welghtlessness-It IS thls very perfectlon  that IS fasclnatlng The 
exaltatlon of the crowds was not a response to the  event of land- 
Ing on the  moon or of sendlng  a  man  Into  space  (thls  would  be, 
rather,  the fulfillment of an earller dream),  rather, we are  dumb- 
founded by the perfectlon of the  programming  and  the  technlcal 
manipulatlon, by the  Immanent  wonder of the  programmed un- 
folding of events  Fasclnatlon  wlth  the  maxlmal norm  and  the 
mastery of  probabhty Vertlgo of the  model,  which  unites  wlth 
the model of death,  but  wlthout fear or  drlve Because if the law, 
wlth Its aura of transgression, I f  order,  wlth I t s  aura of vlolence, 
stlll taps a perverse Imagmary, the  norm fixes, fascmates, stu- 
pefies, and  makes every maglnary  lnvolute  One  no longer fan- 
tasizes about  the  mlnutlae of a  program Just watchlng it pro- 
duces vertigo The vertlgo of a world without flaws 

Now, It  IS the  same  model of programmatlc Infalllbllq, of max- 
lmum securlty  and  deterrence  that today controls  the  spread of 
the soclal There lies the  true nuclear fallout the  metlculous  op- 
cratlon  of  technology  serves as a model for the  metlculous  opela- 
tlon of the social Here as well, nothlng will be left to chance, more- 
over thls IS the essence of soclallzatlon,  whlch began centurles 
ago, but  whlch  has  now entered Its accelerated  phase, toward a 
limit that  one believed would be exploslve (revolution),  but 
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whlch for the  moment IS translated by an Inverse, implosive, Irre- 
versible  process  the generallzed deterrence of chance, of accl- 
dent, of transversallty, of finahty, of contradlction,  rupture,  or 
complexlty  m a soclallty  illuminated by the norm,  doomed to the 
descrlptlve  transparency of mechanisms of lnformatlon In fact, 
the spatlal and  nuclear models do  not have  thelr own  ends nel- 
ther  the dlscovery of the  moon,  nor military and strategtc supen- 
orlty  Thelr  truth IS to be the  models of smulatlon, the  model 
vectors of a system of planetary  control  (where  even  the  super- 
powers of thls  scenarlo  are  not free-the whole  world IS satel- 
hzed) 9 

Reslst the  evldence In satelllzatlon, he who IS satelllzed IS not 
who  one  might  thlnk  Through  the orbltal  lnscrlptlon of a  spatlal 
object, It IS the  planet  earth  that becomes a satellite, It IS the ter- 
restrlal  prlnclple of reallty that  becomes eccentric, hyperreal,  and 
lnslgnlficant Through the  orbital  mstantlatlon of a  system of 
control  llke peaceful coexlstence,  all  the  terrestrlal  mlcrosystems 
are  satelllzed and lose  thelr  autonomy All energy, all  events  are 
absorbed by thls  eccentrlc  gravitation,  everythlng  condenses and 
implodes  toward  the only mlcromodel of contrcl  (the orbital  sat- 
elllte),  as conversely, m the  other, blologlcal, dimenwon, every- 
thing converges and lmplodes on the  molecular  mlcromodel of 
the genetlc  code Between the  two,  m  thls  forklng of the  nuclear 
and the  genetic, m the  slmultaneous  assumptlon of the two fun- 
damental  codes of deterrence, every prlnclple of meanlng IS ab- 
sorbed, every deployment of the real IS lmposslble 

The  slmultanelty of two events In the month of July 1975 Illus- 
trated thu In a  striking  manner  the  llnkup In space of the two 
Amerlcan  and Sovlet supersatelhtes,  apotheosis of peaceful  coex- 
istence-the suppresslon by the  Chlnese of ldeoglammatlc writ- 
ing and  convewon to the Roman alphabet The latter slgnlfies 
the “orbital” lnstantlatlon of an abstract and modellzed  system of 
slgns,  Into  whose  orblt all the  once  unlque forms of style and 
wrltlng  wdl  be reabsorbed The  satelllzatlon of language the 
means for the  Chlnese to enter  the system of peaceful coexls- 
tence,  whlch IS lnscrlbed  m  thelr heavens at precisely the  same 
tlme by the  llnkup of the two satelhtes  Orbltal flight of the Blg 
Two, neutralization and  homogenlzatlon of everyone else on 
earth 
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Yet, desplte  thls  deterrence by the  orbltal power-the nuclear 
or molecular code-events contlnue  at  ground level, mlsfor- 
tunes are even more  numerous, glven the global process of the 
contlgulty  and  slmultanelty of data But, subtly, they no longer 
have any  meamng, they are no longer  anythlng  but  the duplex 
effect ofslmulatlon  at the  summlt  The  best  example  can only be 
that of the war In Vietnam, because it took  place at  the mtersec- 
tlon of a maxlmum hlstorlcal and  “revolutlonary”  stake, and of 
the lnstallatlon of thls  deterrent  authorlty What  meanlng dld thls 
war have, and wasn’t its unfolding a means of seallng  the  end of 
hlstory In the  declswe  and  culmlnatlng  hlstorlc  event of our  era? 

Why  dld thls war, so hard, so long, so feroclous,  vanlsh from 
one day to the next  as if by maglc? 

Why  dld thls Amerlcan defeat (the largest reversal In the his- 
tory of the USA) have no Internal repercussions  m  Amenca? If It 

had really slgnlfied the failure of the  planetary  strategy of the 
Unlted States, I t  would necessarlly have completely disrupted Its 
Internal  balance  and  the American polltlcal system  Nothlng of 
the sort  occurred 

Somethlng  else,  then, took place Thls war, at  bottom, was 
nothlng but a  cruclal eplsode of peaceful coexlstence  It  marked 
the arrlval of China to peaceful coexlstence The  nonlnterventlon 
of Chlna  obtained  and  secured after many  years, Chma’s appren- 
tlceshlp to a global modus vlvendl, the  shlft  from  a global strategy 
of revolutlon to one of shared forces and emplres,  the  transltlon 
from a radical alternatlve to pohtlcal  alternatlon  m  a system now 
essentlally regulated (the normahzatlon of Peklng-Washlngton 
relations) thls was what was at stake In the  war In Vletnam, and 
m thls sense,  the USA pulled out of Vletnam but  won the war 

And the war ended  “spontaneously”  when  thls objective was 
achleved That IS why i t  was deescalated,  demoblllzed so easily 

Thls same  reduction of forces can  be  seen on the field The war 
lasted as long  as  elements  lrreducible to a  healthy polltlcs and 
dlsclpllne of power, even a  Communlst  one, remalned  unhqul- 
dated When  at last the war had passed Into  the  hands of regular 
troops In the  North and escaped that of the  reslstance,  the war 
could stop i t  had attalned Its objective The  stake IS thus that of a 
polltlcal relay As soon as the Vletnamese had  proved  that they 
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were no longer the carrlers of an unpredictable  subverslon, one 
could  let  them  take over That them IS a  Communlst  order 1s not 
serlous  m  the  end It had proved Itself, It could be  trusted I t  1s 
even  more effectlve than  capltallsm  m  the  llquldatlon of “savage” 
and archalc  precapltallst  structures 

Same scenarlo  m  the Algerlan war 
The  other aspect of thls  war and of all wars  today  behind the 

armed  wolence, the  murderous antagonlsm of the adversanes- 
whlch  seems  a  matter of llfe and  death,  whlch IS played out  as 
such  (or else one could never send  people  to get themselves 
kllled m  thls kind of thmg),  behind  thls  simulacrum of fightlng to 
the  death  and of ruthless global stakes,  the two adversanes  are 
fundamentally  m  solldarlty  agalnst  somethlng else, unnamed, 
never spoken,  but whose  objectwe  outcome m war, wlth the 
equal  compllclty of the two adversanes, IS total  llquldatlon 
Trlbal, communltanan, precapltallst  structures, every folm of ex- 
change, of language, of symbolic  organlzatlon,  that 1s what  must 
be  abohshed,  that IS the  object of murder  m war-and war Itself, 
m Its Immense,  spectacular death apparatus, IS nothlng  but  the 
medium of thls process of the terrorist  ratlonallzatlon of the 
soclal-the murder  on  which soclallty will be  founded,  whatever 
Its allegiance, Communlst  or capltallst Total compllclty, or dlvl- 
slon of labor  between two adversaries (who  may even consent  to 
enormous sacrlfices for It) for the very end of reshaplng and 
domestlcatlng soclal relations 

“The  North Vletnamcse were advlsed to countenance  a  sce- 
narlo for llquldatlng  the Amerlcan presence In the  course of 
which, of course,  one  must save face ” 

Thls  scenarlo  the extremely harsh  bombardments of Manol 
Thelr  untenable  character  must  not conceal the fact that they 
were nothlng  but a  slmulacrum to enable the Vletnamese to seem 
to countenance  a  compromlse  and for Nlxon to make  the  Amen- 
cans swallow the  wlthdrawal of their troops  The game was al- 
ready won,  nothlng was objectively at  stake  but  the  venslrnh- 
tude of the final montage 

The morallsts of war, the  holders of hlgh  wartlme values 
should  not be too  dlscouraged  the  war IS no less atroclous  for 
bemg only a  slmulacrum-the flesh sufferspst  the  same, and  the 
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dead and former combatants  are  worth  the  same as In other  wars 
Thls objectlve IS always fulfilled, Just llke  that of the  chartlng of 
territories and of dlsclpllnary soclallty What  no longer exlsts IS 

the adverslty of the adversanes,  the reallty of antagonlstlc  causes, 
the ldeologlcal seriousness of war And also the reallty of vlctory 
or defeat, war belng  a process that  trlumphs well beyond  these 
appearances 

In any case, the paclficatlon (or  the  deterrence)  that  domlnates 
us today IS beyond  war and peace, It IS that at  every moment  war 
and peace are  equlvalent “War IS peace,” sald  Orwell  There  also, 
the two differentla1 poles Implode Into  each  other,  or recycle one 
another-a slmultanelty of contradlctlons that IS at  once the par- 
ody and  the end of every dlalectlc Thus  one  can completely  mlss 
the truth of a  war namely, that It was finlshed well before It 

started,  that  there was an end to war at  the  heart of the  war Itself, 
and  that  perhaps It never started Many other  events (the 011 cn- 
SIS, etc ) nevel started, never exlsted,  except as artificial occur- 
rences-abstract, ersatz,  and as artlfacts of hlstory, catastrophes 
and crlses destlned to malntaln  a  hlstorlcal  Investment  under 
hypnosls The medla and the officlal news sewtce are  only there to 
malntaln the  llluslon of an actuallty, of the reality of the  stakes, of 
the objectlvlty of facts All the  events  are to be read backward, or 
one becomes aware (as  wlth the Communlsts  “ln  power” In  Italy, 
the retro,  posthumous redlscovery of the gulags and Sovlet dlssl- 
dents  hke  the  almost  contemporary dlscovery, by a  moribund 
ethnology, of the  lost “dlfference” of Savages) that all these  thlngs 
arrlved too late,  wlth a hlstory of delay, a  splral of delay, that they 
long ago exhausted  thelr meanlng and  only h e  from an artlficlal 
effervescence of slgns,  that all these  events  succeed  each  other 
wlthout  loglc, In the  most contradlctory, complete  equlvalence, 
In a profound lndlfference to thelr  consequences (but thls 1s be- 
cause there are none they exhaust  themselves  m then spectacu- 
lar promotion)-all “newsreel” footage thus glves the  slnlster 
impression of kltsch, of retro and  porno at  the  same  tme- 
doubtless everyone knows  thls,  and  no  one really accepts It The 
reallty of slmulatlon IS unbearable-crueler than  Artauds  The- 
ater of Cruelty, whlch was stlll  an  attempt to create  a  dramaturgy 
of llfe, the last gasp of an ldeallty of the body, of blood, of vlolence 
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in a  system  that  was already taking It  away, toward a  reabsorptlon 
of all the  stakes  wlthout a  trace of blood  For us the trlck  has  been 
played All dramaturgy, and even all real wrltlng of cruelty  has 
dlsappeared  Slmulatlonls  the  master,  and we only have a  rlght to 
the retro,  to  the phantom, parodlc  rehablhtatlon of all lost refer- 
entlals  Everything  stlll  unfolds around us, m the cold llght of 
deterrence  (Includmg  Artaud,  who has the nght llke  everythlng 
else to hls revival, to  a  second  exlstence  as  the refetentlal of cru- 

Thls IS why  nuclear  prollferatlon  does not Increase  the rlsk of 
elther  an  atomic clash or  an accldent-save in  the  interval  when 
the “young”  powers  could be  tempted to make  a  nondeterrent, 

“real” use of It (as  the  Amerlcans dld In Hlroshlma-but preclsely 
only  they  had a rlght  to  thls  “use value” of the  bomb, all of those 
who have acqulred It smce  wdl  be  deterred from uslng It by the 
very fact of possesslng It) Entry  Into  the  atomic  club, so prettily 
named, very qulckly effaces (as unlonlzatlon  does m the  working 
world)  any  mcllnatlon  toward  vlolent intervention Responslbll- 
ity, control,  censure,  self-deterrence always grow  more  rapldly 
than  the forces or  the weapons  at our dlsposal thls IS the  seclet of 
the soclai order  Thus the very possibility of paralytlng  a  whole 
country by fllcklng a switch makes It  so that the electrlcal engl- 
neers wlll never use  thls  weapon  the  whole  myth of the  total and 
revolutionary  strlke  crumbles  at  the very moment  when  the 
means are avallable-but alas pteclsely because those  means are 
avallable Thereln lles the  whole process of deterrence 

I t  IS thus perfectly probable  that  one  day we wlll see  nuclear 
powers  export  atomlc  reactors,  weapons,  and  bombs to every lat- 
ltude  Control by threat wlll be replaced by the  more effectwe 
strategy of paclficatlon through  the  bomb  and  through  the  pos- 
session of the  bomb  The “httle”  powers, bellevlng that they are 
buylng  thelr  Independent  strlklng force, wlll buy  the  vlrus of 
deterrence, of thelr  own  deterrence  The  same  goes for the  atolnlc 
reactors  that we have already sent  them so many neutlon  bombs 
knockmg  out all hlstorlcal  vlrulence, all rlsk of  explosion  In  thls 
sense,  the  nuclear everywhere inaugurates  an accelerated  process 
of irnplosmn, It freezes everythlng  around It ,  It absorbs all llvlng 
energy 

elty) 
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The  nuclear IS at  once  the  culmlnatlng  point of avallable  en- 
ergy and  the  maximization of energy  control  systems  Lockdown 
and  control  increase In dlrect  proportlon  to  (and  undoubtedly 
even faster than)  llberatlng  potelmahties  Thls  was  already  the 
aporla of the  modern  revolutlon  It IS stlll  the  absolute  paradox  of 
the  nuclear  Energles freeze In thelr  own fire, they  deter  them- 
selves One  can no longer  lmaglne  what  project,  what  power, 
what strategy, what  subject  could  exist  behind  thls  enclosure, this 
vast saturatlon of a system  by Its own  forces,  now  neutralized, 
unusable,  unmtelllglble,  nonexploslve-except  for  the  posslbll- 
ity of an explosion toward the centel; of an trnploswn where  all  these 
energles would  be  abolished in a catastrophic  process (in the  ht- 
era1 sense,  that IS to  say in the  sense of a reversion of the  whole 
cycle toward a mlnmal  point, of a reversion of energies  toward a 
mmmal  threshold) 

NOTES 

I Cf J Baudnllard, “llordre  des  slmulacres” (The  order of sim- 
ulacra), In L‘rchange synbollque et la n m t  (Symbohc exchange  and 
death) (Pars Galllmard, 1976) 

2 A dlscoulse  that IS itself not susceptible to bemg resolved In 

transference I t  1s the  entanglement of these two discourses that ren- 
ders psychoanalysls lntermlnable 

3 Cf M Pernlola, Icbnes, visions, sttmlactes (Icons, vislons, slm- 
ulacra), 39 

4 Thts does not necessarily result In despairing of meaning,  but 
Just as much In the improvtsatlon of meaning, of nonmeanmg, of 
many simultaneous meanings  that  destroy  each other 

5 Taken together,  the energy crisis and the ecological mlse-en- 
scene arc themselves  a dlsastcr rnowe, In the  same style (and with the 
same value) as  those that currently  comprlse the golden  days of 
Hollywood I t  IS useless to laboriously interpret these films In terms 
of thetr relation to an “obJective” soclal crlsls or even to an  “ob~ect~ve” 
phantasm of disaster I t  IS in another sense that I t  must be  said  that It  

1s the soc~al  rtseljthat, in contemporary dlscourse, IS organtzed along 
tllc lmes ofa d1sflstef-tnov~e sct ~ p t  (Cf M Makanus, La sttategte de la 
catastrophe [The strategy of disaster], 115 ) 

6 To this flagglng Investment  in work  corresponds a parallel 
declme in the  mvestment In consumptlon Goodbye to use  value or 
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to  the prestige of the  automobile, goodbye amorous  discourses  that 
neatly opposed  the obJect of enjoyment to the object of work An- 
other discourse  takes hold  that IS a dtscourse ofwork on the obJect of 
consunlptm almlng for an  actwe,  constraining,  puritan  remvestment 
(use less gas,  watch out  for  your safety, you’ve gone over  the  speed 
hmlt,  etc ) to whlch  the characteristics of automoblles  pretend to 
adapt Redlscoverlng  a stake  through  the transposition of these two 
poles  Work  becomes the object of a need,  the car becomes  the object 
of work  There IS no better proof of the lack of dlfferentiatlon among 
all the  stakes It IS through  the  same  shppage between the  “right” to 
vote and electoral “duty”  that  the divestment of the  polltlcal sphere 1s 
signaled 

7 The  medmdmessage  confuslon 1s certainly  a  corollary of that 
between  the  sender  and  the receiver, thus sealing the dlsappearance 
of all dual, polar structures  that formed  the  dlscurslve  organization 
of language, of all determmed articulation of meanmg reflecting Ja- 
kobson’s famous  grtd of functlons  That discourse  “clrculates” IS to be 
taken llterally that is, it no longer  goes from one  polnt  to  another, 
but It traverses  a cycle that wlthout dlstlnction includes  the  posltlons 
of transmltter  and receiver, now  unlocatable  as such.  Thus there IS no 
instance of power, no  instance of transmission-power IS somethlng 
that circulates and whose  source can no longer be located, a cycle In 
which  the posltlons of the  dominator  and the dominated  are ex- 
changed In an  endless reverslon that IS also the  end of power In Its 
classical delinltion The  clrculanzatlon of power, of knowledge, of 
discourse  puts  an  end to any  locallzatlon of instances  and poles In 
the psychoanalytlc Interpretation Itself, the “power” of the Inter- 
preter  does  not  come from any outslde instance but  from  the Inter- 
pleted hlmself This  changes everything, because one  can always ask 
of the tradttlonal holders of power where they get thew power from 
Who  made you duke?  The klng Who made you ktng? God  Only 
God no longer answers But to the  question  who  made  you a psycho- 
analyst? the analyst can well reply You Thus IS expressed, by an 
Inverse slmulatton,  the passage from the  “analyzed” to the “analy- 
sand,” from passive to active, which  slmply describes the spn-allng 
effect of the  shifting of poles, the effect of circularity  in which power 
IS lost, 1s dissolved, IS resolved in perfect manlpulation  (it 1s no 
longer of the  order of directwe power and of the gaze, but of the  order 
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of tactlllty and  commutation) See also the state/famlly clrcularlty 
assured by the fluctuatlon and metastatic  regulatlon of the images of 
the social and  the prlvate  Donzelot, La pohce  desfamdles [The 
policing of famllles] 1 

lmposslble now to pose  the  famous question  “From  what posltlon 
do you speak?”--“How do you know?”  “From  where  do  you get your 
power?” without hearing  the  lmmedlate response “But It IS of you 
(from you) that I speak”---meaning, It IS you who  are  speakmg, you 
who know, you who are the power  Glgantlc  clrcumvolutlon, clr- 
cumlocutlon of the  spoken word, whlch IS equal to a  blackmall wlth 
no end, to a  deterrence that  cannot be appealed of the subject pre- 
sumed to speak, leaving him  wlthout a reply, because to the  questlon 
that he poses one ineluctably replles but you are the answer, or  your 
questlon 1s already an answer, etc -the whole  strangulatory  sophls- 
tication of intercepting speech, of the forced confesslon In the gulse 
of freedom of expresslon, of trapplng  the  subject  in hls own mter- 
rogation, of the precesslon of the reply to Lhe questlon (all the  VIO- 
lence of lnterpretatlon lies there,  as well as that of the conscious or 
unconscious management of the “spoken w o r d  [patole])  

This simulacrum of the lnverslon or  the  involutlon of poles,  thls 
clever subterfuge,  whlch 1s the  secret of the  whole dlscourse of ma- 
nlpulatlon  and thus, today, in every domain,  the  secret of any new 
power in the  erasure of the  scene of power, In the  assumption of all 
words from whlch  has resulted thls  fantastic silent majority  charac- 
tenstlc of our time-all of this started  wlthout a doubt In the polltlcal 
sphere  wlth the democractlc simulacrum,  whlch today 1s the sub- 
stltutlon for the  power of God wlth  the  power of the people  as  the 
source of power, and of power  as etnanatlon wlth  power  as represetzta- 
t ~ o n  Anti-Copernican  revolution no transcendental Instance either 
of the sun  or of the luminous sources of power  and knowledge- 
everythlng  comes from the people and  everything  returns  to  them It  
IS wlth thls magnhcent recyclmg that  the universal slmulacrum of 
manlpulatlon, from the scenario of mass  suffrage to  the present-day 
phantoms of opinion polls, begins to be put In place 

8 PPEP IS an acronym for smallest  posslble gap,  or  “plus  petlt 
ecart posslble ”-TRANS 

g Paradox all bombs  are clean thelr  only pollutlon IS the  system 
of securlty  and of control they radiate as long as they don’t explode 
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HISTORY: A RETRO SCENARIO 

I n a vlolent  and  contemporary  perlod of hlstory (let’s say 
between  the  two  world  wars  and  the  cold  war), It IS myth 
that  Invades  clnema  as  imagmary  content  It IS the  golden 

age of despotlc  and  legendary  resurrectlons  Myth,  chased  from 
the  real  by  the  vlolence of hlstory finds  refuge  In  clnema 

Today, It IS hlstory Itself that  Invades  the  clnema  accordmg  to 
the  same scenario-the historical  stake  chased  from  our  llves  by 
thls  sort of immense  neutrallzatlon,  whlch 1s dubbed  peaceful 
coexlstence on  a global  level,  and  paclfied  monotony  on  the quo- 
tidian level-this history  exorcised  by a slowly  or  brutally  con- 
geallng  soclety  celebrates  Its  resurrectlon in force on the  screen, 
accordlng  to  the  same  process  that  used  to  make  lost  myths  llve 
agam 

Hlstory IS our  lost  referential,  that IS to  say  our  myth  It IS by 
vlrtue of thls  fact  that It takes  the  place of myths  on the screen 
The illusion would  be  to  congratulate  oneself  on  this  “awareness 
of hlstory  on  the  part of cmema,”  as  one  congratulated  oneself  on 
the  “entrance of pollttcs  into  the un1versIty” Same  mlsunder- 
standmg,  same  mystlficatlon  The  polltlcs  that  enter  the  umver- 
slty are  those  that  come  from hlstory,  a retro  polltlcs,  emptled  of 
substance  and  legallzed m thew  superficlal  exerase,  with  the  alr 
of a game  and a field of adventure,  thls  klnd of polltlcs 1s hke  
sexuallty  or  permanent  educatlon  (or  llke  soclal  securlty  In  Its 
time),  that IS, posthumous  hberallzatlon 

The  great  event of thls  period,  the  great  trauma,  is  thls  decllne 
of strong  referentds,  these  death  pangs of the  real  and of the 
ratlonal  that  open  onto  an  age of simulation Whereas so many 
generations,  and  partlcularly  the  last,  llved m the  march of his- 
tory, m the  euphorlc  or  catastrophlc  expectatlon  of a revolu- 
tlon-today one  has  the  impresston  that  hlstory  has  retreated, 
leavmg  behmd It a n  mdlfferent  nebula,  traversed  by  currents,  but 
elnptled of references  It 1s Into thls vold  that  the  phantasms of a 
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SCIENCE FICTION 

I 

smulacra that  are  natural,  naturalist,  founded on  the Image, on 
lmltatlonand  counterfelt,  that  are  harmonlous, optlmlstlc, and 
that alm for the  restltutlon  or  the Ideal mstltutlon of nature 
made  m God's Image, 

slmulacra  that  are  productlve,  productlvlst,  founded on energy, 
force, Its materlallzatlon by the machlne and m the whole  sys- 
tem of productlon-a Promethean  alm of a continuous global- 
lzatlon and  expanslon, of an lndefinlte  llberatlon of energy 
(cleslre belongs to the  utoplas related to thls  order of slm- 
ulacra), 

slmulacra of slmulatlon,  founded on Informatlon, the model, the 
cybernetlc game-total operatlonallty, hyperreallty a m  of to- 
tal control 

To the first category belongs  the Irnaglnary of the utopln To the 
second  corresponds  sclence  fiction, str~ctly speakmg To the  thlrd 
corresponds-1s there an lmaglnary  that  mlght  correspond to 
thls  order?  The  most llkely answer IS that  the good old lmaglnary 
of sclence fiction IS dead and that  somethmg else IS m  the process 
of  emerglng (not  only m fiction but In theory as well) The same 
waverlng and  lndetermlnate fate puts  an  end to sclence fictlon- 
but also to theory, as specific genres 

There IS no real, there IS no lmaglnary except at a  certaln  dis- 
tance What  happens  when thls  dlstance,  mcludlng  that between 
the real and the Imagmary, tends to abollsh Itself, to  be  redb- 
sorbed  on behalf of the  model? Well, from one  order of snnulacra 
to another,  the  tendency IS certalnly toward the  reabsorptlon of 
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thls dlstance, of this gap that leaves room for an Ideal or crltlcal 
proJectlon 

This proJectlon IS maxlmlzed m  the  utopian,  m  whlch  a  transcen- 
dent  sphere,  a radlcally dlfferent unlverse takes form (the ro- 
mantlc  dream 1s stdl the  lndlvlduallzed form of utopla,  m 
whlch  transcendence IS outllned In depth, even  m  uncon- 
SCIOUS structures,  but  many case the  dlssoclatlon from the real 
world IS maxlmlzed,  the Island of utopla  stands opposed to the 
contlnent of the real) 

Thls proJectlon IS greatly reduced In sclence fictlon It IS most 
often nothlng  other  than  an  unbounded proJectlon of the real 
world of productlon,  but I t  IS not qualltatlvely  dlfferent from It  

Mechanlcal or energetlc extenslons,  speed, and power Increase 
to the nth power, but the schemas and the  scenallos are those 
of mechanics, metallurgy, etc Projected hypostasis of the 
robot (To the  llmlted  unlverse of the  prelndustrlal  era,  utopla 
opposed an Ideal, alternatlve  unlverse To the  potentially mfi- 
nlte  unlverse of productlon,  sclence fictlon adds the  multl- 
pllcatlon of Its own posslbllltles 1 

Thls proJectlon IS totally reabsorbed In the  lmploslve era of 
models The  models no longer constltute  elther  transcendence 
or projection, they no longer  constltute  the  maglnary In rela- 
tlon to the real, they are themselves an’antlclpatlon of the real, 
and  thus leave no  room fol any  sort  of fictlonal antlclpatlon- 
they are  Immanent, and thus leave no room for any klnd of 
lmaglnary transcendence  The field opened IS that of slmula- 
tlon In the  cybernetlc  sense,  that IS, of the  manlpulatlon of 
these models at every level (scenarios,' the  settlng up of slmu- 
lated sltuatlons, etc but then nothmg dwngulshes  ths opeta- 
Llotlfrom the operatum ltselfand  thegestatm ofthe  teal t h e  IS 

no tnotefictm 

Reallty could go beyond hctlon  that was the  surest  slgn of the 
posslblllty of an evel-lncreaslng lmaglnary But the real cannot 
surpass  the model-lt IS nothlng  but Its allbl 

The  lmaglnary was the allbl of the  real;  m  a  world  dominated 
by the reallty prlnclple Today, I t  IS the real that  has become the 
allbl of the  model,  m  a world controlled by the  prlnclple of slmu- 
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latlon  And, paradoxlcally, It 1s the real that  has  become  our  true 
utopla-but a  utopla  that IS no longer in the realm of the pos- 
slble,  that  can  only be  dreamt of as  one  would  dream of a  lost 
object 

Perhaps  sclence fictlon from  the  cybernetlc and hyperreal era 
can  only  exhaust Itself, m Its artlficlal resurrection of “hlstoncal” 
worlds,  can  only  try to reconstruct In vltro, down to the  smallest 
detalls, the  perlmeters of a  prlor  world, the  events, the  people,  the 
ldeologles of the  past,  emptled of meanmg, of thelr  orlglnal  pro- 
cess, but  halluclnatory  wlth retrospectlve truth  Thus m Slmula- 
cr a by P h h p  K Dlck,  the  war of Secesslon Glgantlc  hologram  In 
three  dlmenslons,  m  whlch fictlon wlll never agaln be a  mirror 
held toward the  future,  but a  desperate  rehalluclnatlon of the past 

We can no longer  lmaglne  any  other  unlverse  the grace of 
transcendence was taken away flom us In that  respect  too Classl- 
cal sclence fictlon was  that of an  expanding universe,  besldes, It 
forged Its path m the narratlves of spatlal  exploratlon,  counter- 
parts to the  more  terrestrlal  forms of exploratlon and colonlza- 
tlon of the  nlneteenth  and  twentleth centurles  There IS no rela- 
tlonshlp of cause and effect there It IS not because  terrestrlal 
space today IS vlrtually  coded,  mapped, reglstered, saturated,  has 
thus In a  sense closed up agaln In unlversallzlng Itself-a unlver- 
sal  market,  not  only of merchandlse, but of values,  slgns,  models, 
leavlng no room for the Imaglnary-It IS not exactly because of 
this  that  the  exploratory  unlverse  (technlcal,  mental, cosmlc) of 
sclence fictlon has also ceased to functlon But the two are  nar- 
rowly hnked,  and they are two verslons of the  same  general  pro- 
cess of lmploslon  that follows the glgantlc process of exploslon 
and  expanslon characterlstlc of past  centurles When a  system 
reaches Its own  lllnlts and becomes  saturated,  a reversal IS 

produced-somethmg else takes place, In the  lmaglnary  as well 
Untll now we have always had  a reserve of the lmaglnary- 

now the coefficlent of reality IS proportlonal to the reserve of the 
Imaginary that glves It its speclfic welght Thls IS also true of 
geographlc  and  spatlal  exploratlon  when  theIe IS no longer  any 
vlrgln telntory,  and  thus  one avallable to the lmaglnary, when the 
map covels the whole terrltov, something hke tlzept maple ofteallty 
disappeat s In this way, the  conquest of space  constltutes  an  lrre- 
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verslble crosslng toward the loss of the  terrestrlal referentlal 
There IS a  hemorrhaglng of reahty  as an  internal coherence of a 
llmlted unlverse,  once  the llmlts of thls unwerse recede Into In- 
finlty The  conquest of space  that follows that of the planet IS 

equal to dereallzlng  (dematenahzmg)  human space, or to trans- 
fernng I t  into  a hyperreal of slmulatlon  Wltness thls two- 
bedroordkltchedshower  put Into orblt, ralsed to a spatlal  power 
(one  could  say)  wlth  the  most  recent  lunar  module  The every- 
dayness of the  terrestrlal  habitat Itself elevated to the  rank of cos- 
mic value,  hypostatlzed m space-the satelllzatlon of the real m 
the  transcendence of space-It 1s the  end of metaphyslcs,  the  end 
of the  phantasm,  the  end of science fictlon-the era of hyper- 
reallty begins 

From then  onward,  somethlng  must  change  the projection, 
the  extrapolatlon, the sort of pantographic excess that con- 
stltuted  the  charm  of  sclence fictlon are all lmposslble  It IS no 
longer posslble to fabricate the  unreal from the real, the Imagi- 
nary from the givens of the real The  process  wlll,  rather, be the 
opposlte I t  will be to put decentered  sltuatlons,  models of slmu- 
latlon In place and to contrlve to glve them the feeling of the real, 
of the banal, of lived experience, to relnvent  the real as fictlon, 
preclsely because It  has dlsappeared from our llfe Halluclnatlon 
of the real, of llved expenence, of the  quotldlan,  but recon- 
stituted,  sometlmes  down to dlsquletlngly  strange  detalls,  recon- 
stituted  as an anlmal  or vegetal reserve,  brought to hght  wlth a 
transparent  preclslon, but  wlthout  substance, dereallzed in ad- 
vance, hyperreallzed 

In  thls way, sclence fictlon would no longer be a  romantlc ex- 
panslon wlth all the freedom and nalvetk that  the  charm of 
discovery gave It, but, qulte  the  contrary, I t  would evolve im- 
ploslvely, In the very Image of our  current  conceptlon of the unl- 
verse, attemptmg to revltallze, reactuallze, requotldlanlze frag- 
ments of slmulatlon, fragments of thls  unlversal  slmulatlon  that 
have become for us the so-called real world 

Where  would  the  works be that  would  meet,  here  and now, this 
sltuatlonal  mverslon, thls sltuatlonal reverson? Obvlously the 
short  stones of Phlllp K Dlck “gravltate” In thls  space, If one can 
use that word (but  that 1s preclsely what  one can’t really do any 
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more,  because  thls  new  unlverse IS “antlgravltatlonal,” or if I t  st111 
gravltates, It IS around  the hole of the real, around the hole of the 
Imaginary) One  does not see an alternatlve  cosmos,  a cosrnlc 
folklore or exotlclsm,  or  a galactlc prowess there-one IS from 
the  start In a total slmulatlon,  wlthout  ongln,  Immanent,  wlthout 
a  past,  wlthout  a  future,  a  dlffuslon of all coordlnates  (mental, 
temporal,  spatlal, slgnaletlc)--lt IS not  about a parallel urnverse, 
a  double  unwerse,  or even a posslble unlverse-nelther possible, 
Impossible, nelther real nor  unreal hypeneal-It IS a  unwerse of 
slmulatlon,  whlch 1s somethlng else altogether  And not because 
Dlck speaks specifically of slmulacra-sclence fictlon  has always 
done so, but It played on the  double,  on  doubllng  or  redoubllng, 
elther artlficlal or Imagmary, whereas  here  the  double  has  dlsap- 
peared,  there 1s no longer  a  double,  one IS always already In the 
other  world,  whlch IS no longer an  other,  wlthout a  mlrror, a 
proJectlon, or a  utopla  that  can reflect it-slmulatlon IS msuper- 
able,  unsurpassable,  dull  and flat, without  extenonty-we will 
no longer  even  pass  through to “the  other  slde of mlrror,” that was 
stlll  the  golden age of transcendence 

Perhaps  a  stlll  more  convlnclng  example  would be that of 
Ballard and of hls  evolutlon from the first very  “phantasmagonc” 
short  stones, poetlc,  dleamllke,  dlsonentmg, up to Crash, whlch 
is wlthout  a  doubt  (more  than IGH or Concrete Island) the cur- 
rent  model of thls sclence fiction that IS no longer  one Clash ls 
our world,  nothlng  m It IS “invented everything  m It  IS hyper- 
functional, both  the clrculatlon and the  accldent,  techmque and 
death,  sex  and  photographic  lens,  everythlng In it IS hke a  glant, 
synchronous, simulated machlne  that IS to say the acceleratlon 
of our own  models, of all models  that surround us, blended and 
hyperoperatlonal In the vold Thls IS what  distlngulshes Crash 
from almost all science  fictlon,  whlch  mostly  stdl levolves 
alound the old (mechanlcal and  mechanutlc) couple function/ 
dysfunctlon,  whlch It proJects into  the  future  along  the same 
llnes of force and  the  same finalltles that  are  those of the  “normal” 
unlverse  Flctlon In that  unlverse  mlght  surpass reallty (or  the 
opposlte  that IS more  subtle)  but I t  stlll plays by the  same  rules 
In Crash, there IS neither fiction nor reallty anymore-hyper- 
reallty abollshes both  It IS there  that our  contemporary sclence 
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fictlon, If there IS one, exlsts Jack Barron or Etemty,  some  pas- 
sages from Everyone to Zanabar 

In fact, sclence fictlon In thls  sense IS no longer  anywhere, and 
It  IS everywhere, in the  clrculatlon of models,  here and now, m the 
very prlnclple of the surroundmg  simulation  It  can emerge in ~ t s  
crude  state, from the Inertla Itself of the  operational  world  What 
writer of sclence fictlon would  have “lmagmed  (but precisely It 
can no longer  be “imagined)  thls “reahty” of East German 
factones-slmulacra,  factones  that  reemploy all the unemployed 
to fill all the roles and all the  posts of the  tradltlonal  productlon 
process but  that don’t produce  anything,  whose actlvlty IS con- 
sumed  m  a  game of orders, of competltlon, of wntlng, of book- 
keeping, between  one factory and  another, inside avast  network? 
All material  productlon IS redoubled  m the void  (one of these 
simulacra factones even “really” faded,  putting Its own unem- 
ployed out of work a second  time)  That IS slmulatlon  not  that 
the  factones are fake, but preclsely that they are real, hyperreal, 
and that because of thls they return all “real” production,  that of 

"serious" factones, to the  same  hyperreallty What 1s fascmatlng 
here IS not the  opposltlon  between real factorles and fake facto- 
nes,  but  on the contrary  the lack of dlstmctlon between the  two, 
the fact that all the rest of productlon  has  no greater referent  or 
deeper finahty than  this “slmulacr81” busmess It 1s thls hyperreal 
lndlfference that constitutes the real "science-fictional" quality of 
thls episode And one can see that It IS not necessary to Invent It 

It IS there, emerging flom  a  world  wlthout  secrets,  wlthout depth 
Wlthout  a  doubt, the  most difficult thmg today, m the  complex 

unlverse of science fictlon, IS to unravel  what  stlll  comphes  (and  a 
large part stdl does) with the Imaginary of the  second  order, of the 
product~ve/prolect~ve order, and  what already comes from thls 
vagueness of the Imaginary, of thls  uncertainty  proper to the thlrd 
order of slmulatlon  Thus one can clearly mark the dlfference 
between the mechanical robot  machmes,  characterlstlc of the 
second  order, and the  cybernetlc  machmes,  computers, etc , that, 
In thelr  governlng  pnnclple,  depend on  the thlrd  order But one 
order can certainly contammate  another,  and  the  computer  can 
certamly  functlon as a  mechanlcal supelmachme, a  superrobot,  a 
superpower  machme,  exposmg  the  productwe genie of the  slm- 

126 

Srmulacra and Sclence Flctlon 

ulacra of the  second  order  the  computer  does  not  come  into play 
as  a process of slmulatlon,  and It  stdl bears  wltness to the reflexes 
of a finalized unlverse  (mcludmg  amblvalence  and  revolt,  hke the 
computer from mor or Shalmanezer  m Everyone to Zanabnr) 

Between the operatlc (the theatrical  status of theatrlcal and fan- 
tastlcal machmery, the  “grand  opera” of techmque)  that corre- 
sponds to the first order,  the operatwe (the  mdustnal, productlve 
status,  productwe of power and energy) that  corresponds to the 
second  order, and  the operattonal (the cybernetlc, aleatory, uncer- 

I tam  status of “metatechnlque”)  that  corresponds to the  thlrd or- 
der, all interference  can  stlll be produced  today at the level of 
sclence  fictlon But only  the last order  can  stlll truly Interest us 
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