Symbolic Systems 202:

The Rationality Debate

Winter Quarter, 2003-2004

Todd Davies

Guidelines for final paper and commentaries (2/11/2004)

Basic requirements:

The main written work required for this course is (a) a 5-7 page paper on a topic of your choice that is closely related to the course, and (b) two short (1-2 pages each) commentaries, one on each of two sets of grouped articles (with no vertical space between them) in the list of readings.  Papers are due in html form (emailed to t-d-a-v-i-e-s-@-c-s-l-i-.-s-t-a-n-f-o-r-d-.-e-d-u) by the end of finals week, and, unless you object, will be posted on the site at the end of the quarter for others to read. 

I plan to grade the paper on a 60-point scale and the commentaries together on a 20 point scale (total 100 points).  

Suggestions for the Paper:

The paper should display critical thinking concerning one or more of either the assigned readings we have done this quarter, or closely related articles that have not been assigned.   You might, for example, 

· argue that a question remains unresolved in one or more of our readings, and search the literature to see if the question has been further investigated, reporting your results in your paper;

· analyze the conflict between different perspectives in two or more papers, and make an argument concerning who is right about what;

· argue for the need to do a study that could resolve a question arising from the readings, and describe how the study could be carried out; or

· synthesize perspectives across papers, classify them, and summarize the evidence for and against each perspective, assessing their relative merits.

You should discuss your topic with me before you begin working on it.  I can provide suggestions for where to look for additional readings (though additional reading is not necessary for the assignment), and give you tips on how to define your topic.

Suggestions for the commentaries:

The commentaries are your chance to make a particular point about each of two discussions we have had during class. As the discussions often end before all the threads can be worked through or even begun, my hope is that you will write a commentary on an issue you would like to have introduced or discussed at greater length in class. One way to proceed is to make a specific argument, anticipate possible objections, and answer them.  Another is to flesh something out that was left hanging in your mind or in the discussion.  Think about how this will contribute to the web of commentaries that the whole class is producing, and try to contribute something that the rest of us may not have thought of or was overlooked in discussion, and that connects with other issues we have discussed in the course. 

I hope this is enough guidance to help you write worthy papers and commentaries. Feel free to visit me in my office hours (T,W,Th 10:30-12) or by appointment if you would like more advice regarding these assignments. 

