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When a young man committed suicide in an industry-sponsored clinical trial of atypical antipsychotic drugs at the University of Minnesota in 2004, some critics charged that he had
been coerced into the study. Others claimed the trial had been rigged to produce positive
results for the sponsor’s antipsychotic. Both claims may well be correct, but recent events
suggest an even darker story.

Carl Elliott is Professor in the Center for Bioethics and the Department of Pediatrics, and an affiliate faculty member in the Department of Philosophy and the School of Journalism and Mass Communications.
He is the author or editor of seven books, including White Coat, Black Hat: Adventures on the Dark Side of
Medicine (Beacon, 2010) and Better than Well: American Medicine Meets the American Dream (Norton,
2003.) His articles have appeared in The New Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly, The London Review of Books,
Mother Jones, The New York Times and The New England Journal of Medicine. In 2011, the Austen Riggs
Center awarded him its Erikson Prize for Excellence in Mental Health Media.

Cultures, Minds and Medicines
Cultures, Minds and Medicines aims to bring together scholars from the social sciences, humanities, medicine
and bioscience and technology to explore the ways that health and illness are made through complex social
forces. We aim for informal, interactive sessions, full of debate and good will. We will meet every other week
on Wednesday evening 5:30-7:00, for dinner and conversation. Talks will take place in Anthropology, Building
50, 51A (Conference room).
We are able to oﬀer graduate students, medical students and residents a certificate in “Cultures, Minds and
Medicines,” supported through the Institute for Research in the Social Sciences. iriss.stanford.edu/cmm

