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The domestication of plants and animals and the emergence of agricultural economies based on
domesticates has been an enduring area of inquiry in near Eastern archaeology for 60 years or
more. The past decade has seen remarkable advances in analytical methods and in our general
understanding of process of domestication and how to track it in the archaeological record that
have radically transformed out understanding of how, when, where, and even why domestication
and agriculture developed in this region. This lecture examines how these advances have
changed our understanding of this major transition and explores some of the directions for
future research.

Melinda Zeder is a Senior Research Scientist and Curator of Old World Archaeology in the Department of
Anthropology of the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution. Zeder received her PhD from
the University of Michigan in 1985. She came to the Smithsonian in 1981 as a pre-doctoral fellow, was a
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