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What can a professional society with 160,000 members
do that can have a special, transformative effect on education in
the United States? That is the question posed by the American
Chemical Society (ACS) Board of Directors to the newly cre-
ated Board-Presidential Task Force on Education. The Task
Force has these charges:

1. review recommendations contained in national STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
education reports released during the past five years;

2. identify specific actions that the Society could undertake
in response to these recommendations;

3. create a priority list of actionable items where the Society
can have a unique impact on STEM education.

Help Us Find a Solution

Your help is earnestly solicited. You can assist the Task Force
in its work by offering your suggestions at educationtaskforce@
acs.org. To most influence our deliberations, we need input
before the March 22-26, 2009 ACS National Meeting in Salt
Lake City. Concise suggestions with plans of implementation
would be warmly welcomed. Where do you think the Society
can have the greatest impact?

o K-12, undergraduate, or graduate?

e Learners or educators?

e Formal or informal science education?
o Federal, state, or local level?

Your input can help shape the output of our Task Force.
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Education features prominently in the charter of the ACS,
and the Task Force on Education reflects the Board of Direc-
tors’ commitment to elevating the Society’s role in education.
In fulfilling its Congressional Charter, the Society has created
a number of long-standing education programs, including the
ACS approval process, the Student Affiliates program, and
Project SEED (Summer Experiences for the Economically Dis-
advantaged). ACS continually surveys the education landscape
to identify new opportunities where the Society and its members
can make an impact.

The Task Force will have wide latitude in developing its rec-
ommendations in areas ranging from K-16 education through
informal science education and continuing professional develop-
ment. Task Force members (listed below) represent a breadth of
experience across the science education spectrum.

Let Us Hear from You

The Task Force is expected to complete its work by August
2009, when it will present its recommendations to the ACS
Board of Directors at the ACS National Meeting in Wash-
ington, DC. Please help us come up with a few outstanding
proposals that the ACS is uniquely qualified to make work.
This activity could be one of the most important that the ACS
has ever initiated.

More information about the Task Force and its activities
will appear on the ACS Web site at hztp://www.acs.org/edtask-
force. To have input to the Task Force, send your suggestions in
an email to educationtaskforce@acs.org or participate in the blog

at the URL listed below.
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